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Decision l~o. 701.41. 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC 'O'1'ILITJ.ES COMMISSIOn OF THE STATE OF CALIFOfuVIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation .) 
into the rates, rules~regulat.ions, ) 
charges~. allowances and, practices ) 
of all common carriers, highway ) 
ca.rriers and city carr1ers relating ) Case No. 5432 
to the transportation. 0'£ a.ny and. ) (Pet1 tioD tor' Mod.ification 
all coxl'll'l'lo.d.i ties bet't>teen and within) No. 399) --
all points and places in the s.ta·to ) (Filed December 9,. 1965) 
of Ca11fo·rnia (includ1ng~ 'but·· not . ) 
limited. to" transports. t10ntor which) 
rates-are provided in 1'Zinil'num. Rate ) 
Tar1tt l~o. 2).. - ) 

INTERIM OPINION' AND ORDER 

Mitchel:' Bros. TruckL1nes, 0. corporation, hereinafter 

called petitioner, is o.uthorized to operate as a highwO,y co:mmon 

carrier tor the transportation of specified lumber and forest· 

products between Crescent City and cortain other northern California 
1 

points, including Arcata. By this petition, itseel{s-. emergency 

authority to publish, on !1ve daysT notico, a loss-than-mi-nimum 

rate of 15 cents por 100 pounds,. m1nir.lum. weight $0,000 pounds, for' 

the transporto.t1.on or particleboard, plywood and lumbo·:r from. 
, 2 

Crescent City to Arcata. The applicable minimum rates· nD.."tlod 

in Hinim'WTl Rate Tar1ft No. 2 for this.tran.:::portation are 23- cents per 

1 . . ~ . ." 
Petitioner is also .authorized to operate asa'cemontcarrier, radial 
highway cOl'mllon carrier, highway contract c'arrier and city carrier 
under o,ther operatinga'Uthor1ties issuod by this Commission. 

2petitionerts tariff rD-tes are published 1n itstocal Freight Taritt 
Ho. 2, Cal.P .. U.C .. No'. 3. Petiti0·ncr f s certificate doestlo·t author;" 
ize the transportation of particlebo·ard or plywood between' tho : 
pO·ints involved horoin. 'T,.lith respect to tho.:::o two commodities?, tho 
petition will be considerods.s se'eking zueh rc.te relief from }Iin:tm\.1I1l 
R.'lteTaritf lIo. 2 under ,etitionorf's permitted authority-as a high";" . 
way contract carrier.' . .~; 

... ". ' 
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100 pounds on particleboard and plywood and 21 cents, per 100 pounds 

on lumber, both rates subject to a m1n1mum we1gh'tof 44,000 pounds • 
. ,-

Author1ty is also sought to depart from the long- and short-h8.ul 

provisions of Section 460 of the Public Uti11ties Code in connection 

with the publicat10n of the proposed rate. 

?~t1t1oner avers that Hambro Forest Products, Inc .. , has 

recently opened a,: 'new p:'~nt in Crescent City tor the manufacture 

of particleboard. This sh1pperhas indicated by letter to petitioner 

that it anticipates that 'the volume of traffic from i'ts plant 1n;,:( 
; .~~ 

,', 

Crescent' City to Arcata' ~ll amoUnt to 4 or' 5 truck and trailer '~f/. 
loads per d~y ~d possibly more in the future. 3 The sh1pper,al'~:~7E:.: '. :':,' 

. . • • ~: ': ".~~~~.I 

stated thatthemini:uU."O. rate for the transportation in question :~~;~,;.:.:.,. " 

very unreali~~1:~ ',and, 'unless the' proposed rate is granted , ' it. W';;};},~::,: -r ' 
, . . . ,}", ': . 
," 

have no alte=native but to lease ,or purchase its own trucks to 
..... ," 

" 
.1 

. -' 
perform. such transportation. 1~, 

,,,-"..'/:".,. 

Peti tioner declares that it has received a letter from ' .~:" 

Simpson v;nolesale Company supporting the propos·ed·· rate on the 

grou.~ds that it would eneourage the sale and movement of lumber, 
",·1 

plywood and particleboard to railhead by common and permi tt~d :~',"-
~ • I • '-'1 I 

4 . " " :.0, 
carriers., Petitioner alleges that this' shipper antiCipates being ';.7'" 

. , ,.' 'I 
able to offer it considerable traffiC, w!J.ich is currently moving", :;".:', 

. ~ '" . ,iT.'. 
" .. ~\ 

in customer or mill trucl-cs under the existing rates. ,,. '<''> 
I • ' • ~ ';; , I,. 

, "I ',~ ". ,.r~' __________________ , ______________ .'_,'. ~-::::,. :".~I /. 

3 A copy of the letter from Hambro Forest Products, Inc., dated 
November 30, 1965, is attached to the petition as :EXhibit 'A. 

~, .-.' .~, .. ,...... ,.,.. 

" 

. .. ~ 
, ... . 

,.,' .", .... , 

4 A copy: of Simpson Wholesale Companyf's letter dated November 30,,;' 
1965, is attached to' the petition as Exhibit B. . :,,~. 

-2-

.:-; 



e 
C. 5432 (Pet." 399)-j:m.w 

Data submitted by petitioner indico.te that tho proposed 

ra te will produce a revenue of (;75.00 per l~-ad. of: ,0,000 pound3. 

Based on est:bn.ated total expenses ot ~;61 .. 4S per trip,pet1tioner 

'Would roalize a net revenue of $1,3,.,55 per trip and an operating' 

ratio ot 81.9 .. 

Peti tio,ner acsertstha t :1. t h..a.s, experienced a serious do­

cline in revenue on shipments of l1.U1lber and forest products in the 

a.rea invo1veddur1nG the last three yoars and that this traffic is,of 

, vital importance to its cont1nued operation in thato.rea as well as 

to its over'all-operation .. Petitioner states that it will be unable 

to retain this traffic tor the period of time necessary unti1 a 

hearing ,can be held and a decision rendered. or. this petition., In 

view ot the urgency of this ma.tter, petitioner requests that the 

Commission issue an ex parte order, at the earliest possible time, 

granting it temporary authority to publish the propo,sed rate" 'on 

five days'- notic'e, until such time as the Commission ca.n'schedule 

Do hearing on this petition. 

T'nc certifico.,te of service shows that a copy ,of the petition 

was served on Caliro,rnia Trucking Association on or about December 7, 

1965. The petition was listed on the ,Commis'Sion' c Daily' Calendar of 

December 10, 196.5. No objection to the' graritingof the peti t10n on 
.. , 

an interim b~s1c has been reccived~ 

Subje'ct to further, review 'up,o:o ce.nsiderstion of additional, 

evidence which -:r.o..y be a.d.duc'~d at a pu'Ol'19 hearing to be scheduled 'in 

this proceeding, it ap·pears" and· the Commission finds, that the pro-
. , 

posed rate is re~sonable and jus tiricd by transportation conditions:.· 

'In view or tho oxisting threat of proprietary trD.nsport~tion and of- .. 
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petitioner's urgent need 'for the rate relie!' ~ought here1n, the 

COXl".r.lisoion concludes that petitioner should be granted interim 

av.thori ty to perform such transportation, in accordance with its 

respective operating' a.uthorit1es, at the proposed rate' tor a period 

of six :months, unless_ .soonercanccled,. changed or extended by order 

ot the Co:mr.l.ission.. A future hearing will be ~cheduled in this pro­

ceeding. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. - Hi tchell Bros·. Truck Lines, a corporation". is hereby 

authorized, as a highway common carrier, to publish and file a rate 

of 15 cents per 100 pounds, m:tni~u.m weight ,0,000 pounds, for the 

transportation o'f lumber, timbers andra1lroad ties from Crescent 

City to .'.\rcata. The rate authorized herein shall be publishe:d to,· 

ex~ire six months after the el'l'ective date of this- order. 

2. Tarii't publications authorized to be made as a result 

of the order heroin may be made effective not eo.rlierthan five 

days after the ofi'ect1 vo date of this order on not· less than five 

days T notice to the Com.-nission :lnd to· the' public .. 

3. Iii tchell-'Eros. Truck" Lines is hereby authorized to de­

part i'rom the long- and ::hort-haul provisions 0:(' Sect10n 46001:' the: 

Public Utili ties Code to the extent necessaX""J to exorcise -the authorj 

ity granted herein. Schedules containing the ra.te published under 

this authority shall make reference to this ord~r. 

4. Hit.chell Bros. Truck Lines, a corporation, is hereby 

authorized, as$. highway contract ca.rrier,. to transport boards or 
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$hects (pa.rticleboa.rd), plywoo,d a.nd veneering for Etmnbro F01"03t 

Products, Inc., and Sitllpson l:11'l.o,leso.le Company fro:rn Crescent C1 ty to 

il.rcata .• a.t a rate less tho.n tho a!'plicable roinir.l'l.'llll r~,'~e but not less 

th® 15 cents !,er 100 pounds·, l'ninir.lum 'Ireight 50',000. pounds. 

5. T'ae authority granted in OrderinG PCLragr&ph 4 above· 

:::J:lall expire :;i;.: mon.ths o..:f'ter the ot:tecti vc c1..$\teo:t t:'J.is order. 

6. A public he'o,l"1nS $:1.0.11 be schedulod iri:t:'l.i!3 l'roeeod1ng 

:tor the receipt of c,r1c.encc or. this l,eti tic:n ond fina.l disposi t'ion' 

thereot. 

This order shall 'oOC01,;10 e!tect1vo on tho d~te herCiof. 

Dated at S·an Francisco, Califo·rnia, this J /a:t::'day ot 

December, 1965. 

-$-
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