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OPINION

The above matters were heard in the City of Corona
before Examiner Chiesa, Case No. 8004 on February 2 and |
April 14, 1965, and Application No. 4761l on August 18, 1965.
At the latter hearing it was stipulated that 'the record in
Case No. 8004 bBe consolidated with and made a part of the record
in the applicatién matter and that the two matters be submitted
simultaneously. | ” |

| The Commission instituted the investigation on its
own motion into the safety, maintenance, use and protection
of the grade crossing of Sampson Avenue and the track of The
Atchison, Topeka and Sante Fe Railway Company (Santa I-‘e),
(Crossing No. 2B-22.7) in the City of Coroma (City), County of
Riverside. The investigation also includes a croséi.ng over the

Elsinore Branch line which is needed to provide access to a

metal concern within a wye formed by the branch line and .a

passing track.

The evidence shows that:

Sampson Avenue at and in 1_:he vicin:t.éy of the crossing
is a private road, not a dedicated street, used by the public
and principally serving an area north of the Santa Fe tracks -
which is undeveloped except for several business escablishments
such as a radio station, rock and gravel pit, and granit:e quarry.
The area is zomed M—3 heavy indust:rial. South of the tracks,
in the vicinity of the crossi‘ng, there i{s an aluminum and magnesium
plant and a.rock and gravel company. The residentisl and |
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industrial areas are separated by the Riverside Fréeway which is
north of and parallels the Santa Fe tracks at a distance of ap~
proximately one-bhalf mile, The crossing also aff§rds secondary
access to a residential development located agpproximately ome mile
northwesterly of sald crossing. Westerly of the crossing and
southerly of the Santa Fe track, approximately one and one-half:
to two miles distance, is the business area of the Ci'.ty of Corona
(Exhibits 1, 4 and S).

The crossing consists of one main line and a passing

track on a curve of 2 degrees and 13 minutes at an angle of ‘6,5 :

degrees to the street. Approéches are 3% per cent grade frm_"z the

west and 5 per cent grade from the east, paved to a width of 24
feet. Traln movements are obscured due to angle of cross:l.ng and
curvature of main li.ne track |

Present ptotecti.on consists of two Standard No. 1 re-
flectorized crossing signs with reflectorized "3 Tracks" sign.
Stops are located on_bbth sides of the crossing, with the one on
the west placed in advanée of the branch line track.

Accident records, since Januaz-y 1, 1959, show five auto-
train collisions resulting in 9 injuries and no deaths, nome
occurring on the 'braz:ich line track. The crossing is used by heavy
trﬁcking equipment and passenger vehicles. A 24 -hour traffi:t;‘
count taken on January 11, 1965; shows 402 vehicles passed over
the crossing. On January 19, 1965, between the hours o£'6:20, a.m.
and 6:20 _pv.‘m., 291 used the crossing.

Train traffic over the crossing comsistsof two passenger
trains, 32 to 38 through freight trains, and § to 10 switching moves.
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Approximately one-half of the switching moves are over the braach
track and the remainder over the passing track, which {s parallel
and southerly of the main track. Timetable speeds of trains are
65 MPH for passenger and 60 MPH for freight.

A Commission witness testified that visibility for
westbound trains varies from 800 feet to- 1,000 feet, for east-'_ _
bound trains the visibility is dependent on the extent of weed .
growth; that it takes. from 9 to 11 seconds for passemger. vehicl_es
and small trucks to clear the three tracks from the stop sign on
either side of the tracks; that the time from the first sound
of the train whistle until the train enters the crossing varies
from 7 to 12 seconds; and that larger trucks require several -
seconds longer to clear the crossing.

The protestants, other thén the City, aie property
owners or business concerns situated in the vicinity of the
crossing. Comstruction of the p:opdsed Elsinore Freeway and
simultaneous closing of the present overpass at the Rivgrs:l.de |
Freeway in the immediate vicinity of the Sampson Avenue croséing
would create a cul-de-sac of the protestants' properties, north
of the tracks, in the event th@t:v the Sampson Avenue crossing is |
closed. The only remaining crossing for travel to and fxom the
City of Corona and other points south of the tracks would be at
McKinley Avenue, a distance of approximately one and one-half
miles easterly of the Sampson Avenue crossing. .

Protestants contend that a closing of Sampson Avenue
would adversely affect their businesses, retard development of
the area, lower prc»perty values and umecessarily j;nconveniance,
the public. |
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The City protested the Commission staff's recommenda-
tion that the crossing at’Sampson‘Awenﬁe be closed, and
after stbmission of Case No. 8004, filed Application
No. 47611 for authority to relocate Crossing No. 2B-22.7 (Sampson
Avenue crossing) to ngkridge Road at a point approximately
450 feet west of the Sampson Avenue crosstng'whidh-crossibg*would
serve the same streets and area that is now servéd byvthé-present
crossing.l It also requested a dismissal of Case No. 8004. Thexe
is no evidence tﬁat two crossings are needed in the area.

The Parkridge Roed crossing will comnect with the same
streets and serve the same area és the present crossing. Protec~
tion devices suggested by the City are traffic sto§~signs at the
railroad right of way and crosSbucks; The hazards at the;prpposed
crossing, except for the angle of crossing and the elimination of
the branch line crossing, are similar to those at the Sampsom
Avenue crossing, particularly the speed and number of trainms, End
partially obstructed view. Indicated deveiopment of the area
would increase the possibility of accidents.

A 60-£bot wide roadway, as an extension of Parkridge
Road, is proposed. A crossing, 40 feet wide, comsisting of
24 feet of asphalt coﬁcﬁe:e pavement and 8-foot gravel shoulders,
will be constructed. The grades of approach are to be two percent.
1

A similar application for a crossing at Parkridge Road was
filed in May of 1961 by the County of Riverside (Applicationm
No. 43453) which was dismissed at the request of the applicant
(ggcision No. 64236). The area was later incorporated imto
the city. ‘ : con T
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If the Sampson Avenue crossing is closed, constfhcting-
Route 71 (Elsinore Freeway) and closing the preseat northern access
at Parkridge Road and the Riverside Freeway, as proposed by the
Department of Public Works, would result in a cql-de?sac between the
said Freeways and the Santa Fe tracks. This.would'bé'detrimental to
a large area now in the process of development. The-propbséd'cross;'
ing would alleviate an undesirable situation. The evidencé*élearly
shows, however, that the crossing protection.at Saﬁpson Avenue:and
that suggested by the City for the Parkridge Rdad\crossingﬂare far ;,
from adequate. Retention of the Sampson Avenue crossing,would'\
require tbe-ﬁpgrading of protection by automatic'gaces, paving and
widening of the roadway and improvement of the approachesQ

Based upon the evidenée, the'Commissibn-findS-that:

1. The Sampson Avenue crossing (Crossing No. 23-22;7)'is

hazardous and present conditiohb:pertaining‘to train and vehicle

movements ovex said'ciossing*a:é dangérous,totthé safety'aﬁd'health
of the public. | -

2. Public convenience and necessity require that Parkridée
Road be opened and fhat a crossing at grade over the tracksvan&
rights of way of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
be constructed as hereinafﬁer authorized. |

3. The establishment °f:3 croséiﬁg at Parkridge Roéd and ‘v
the concurrent closing of‘the'Sampson Avenue crossing, subject
to the c§nditions'se;'forth in the folloﬁing order,'are'inxthe 

public interest as evidenced in this proceeding.
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4. The costs for upgrading andvmain:aining the crossiﬁg pro~ -
tection should be borne equally by the City ¢of Corona and The
Atchison, Topeka aﬁd Santa Fe Railway Company.

The Cosmission concludes that Crossing No. 2B-22.7 be
closed and that the City of Corona be authorized to comstruct
Parkridge Road at grade across the tracks of The-A;chison,‘preka
and Santa Fe Raillway Company, in the City of Coroma, subject to
the hereafter specified conditions. It will be sofordegedQ

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of Cbroﬁa‘is hereby authorized to comstruct
Parkridge Road at grade across the tracks and rights of w§§ of
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company at the location
described in Application No. 47611, the crossing to be idehtifiedi
as Crossing No. 23-22.8@ The width of the street portioﬁ of the
crossing and the-grades of approach shall be in‘accordénce‘with
the plan and pro£i1e~attached~toithe application. Protection
shall be by two Standard No. 8 flashing light signals supplemented
by automatic crossing gates. i -

2. The costs of cdnstructing the croésing‘aﬁd approaches
and of raising the side track and preparing theétracké to receive
pavement shall be borme by the City of Coroné. The cost of in-
stalling the automatic crossing protection shaliﬁbe bofhe‘equally
by The Atchisom, Topéka and Santa Fe Railway-Company-and'the?City

of Coromna.
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3. The cost of maintaining the crossing between lines two
feet outside of outside rails shall be borme by The Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company. Cost of maintaining the
crossing outside of said lines shall be borne by the City of Corona.

4. The maintenance costs for said automatic protective |
devices shall be divided in the same proportion as the cost of con-
struction has been apportioned herein, in accord with and‘pursuanc
toe the provisions of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code.

5. Concurrently with the completion of_the_Parkridge-Road\
crossing (Crossing No. 23-22;8) end-its being_opened to uoe;by the
public, but in no event later than four months after the effective
date of this oxder, the City of Corona and The Atchison, Topeka and

Santa Fe Railway Company shail effectively close and barricade the

Sampson Avenue croseing CCrossihg_No. 23-22;7);
6. The poxtion of the existing Sampson Avenue crossing over
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company, Elsinore Branch

shall remain open as a publicly used crossing and be idencified as -
Crossing No. 2T-0.1.

7. Within thircy days after completion of the grade crossing

and/or the grade croésing closure, pursuant to this order, the City
of Corona and The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
shall so advise this Commission in writing. The authorlzation in

paragraph 1 hereof shall expire if not exercised within one: year of‘ !
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the effect:we date of this order unless extended by t:he further
oxder. of this Commission.

The effective date of this order shall be twem;y days

aftexr the date hereof ,‘“"‘T't"ill‘

Q\Dated at S m“"m" , California, this j J v
! I ‘ :
NAMLQAY 1966

G

day of

{ssioners




