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BEFORE "mE PUBLIC: UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 1'HE '~S"rA1'E ·OF CALI70INIA 

lavestigation into- the safety, ! 
ma1ntenance, operation, use, and 
protection of the crossing at grade 
of Sampson Avenue and the tracks of 
tHE· AXO:llSON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE 
RAILWAY COMPANY in or near 'the. eITI ~ 
OF CORO~ COUN'rYOF' RIVERSIDE 
Crossing No. 2B-22.7. ' 

. Application of CIty OF' COR.ONA, a 
Municipal Corporation and Political 
Subdivision of the State of 
california,. for an Order Authorizing 
It to Relocate at Grade Existing 
Crossing No •. 2S-22.7, and to- Dismiss 
Case No·. 8004. 

Case No. 8004 
(Filed Sept:ember 15, 1964) 

Application No. 47611 
~iled May 24, 1965) 

..... ;' 

Thomas H. 'White, Arthur E. Goulet-, and' 
Howard tesler, for City of COrona, 
respondent and protestant in case 
No. 8004; and Thomas H_ 'Whit~ for 
City of Corona,. eppiicant tn Applica­
tion No. 47611. 

J'1(1S. B:[llGi for The Atchison, Topeka 
santa Fe lwa)' Company, respondent 

in Case No. 8004 and interested party 
in Application No. 47611. 

Steven Stafford and F. Derncy Myla~ for 
Radio Station I<REL, protestant - Case 
No. 8004; and. Paul F.. Crouch, for KREL, 
interested party iii APplication No. 476l1. 

Jacgue1ine Slaughter, for Corona Dee Gee Co., 
protestant in case No. 8004. 

Walter G. Danielson, for Olympic Roek 
PrOducts ana Triangle RocIc Products, ,:ne., 
protestants 1n Case No. 8004, and for 
Industrial Asphalt of California, Inc., 
successor to OlympiC Rock Products~ :Lnter­
ested party in Applieation No. 47611. 

Geo~S ThwiT1!; Jr .. , for Triangle Rock . 
Pr~uets,e., protestant in Appl:LcatiOll . 
No. 47611. 

Lester Samst8~ 1n Case No .. 8004, and Arthur R.. 
seidler iii' pplicat10n No. 47611, fer . 
Aluminum & Magnesium, Inc .. , inter~sted party. 

L_ C .. McNutt"" for Mrs. Dorothy Lcng, interested 
party In Applieation No. 47611. 

Lawrence Garcia and w. F. Hi'bb.llrd~ for the 
coiiliilssion st"'"a.££ •. 
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OPINl'ON ... _--.-,.... ...... 

The above matters were beard :l.n the City of Corona 

before Exam:! ner Chiesa.~ Case No. 8004 on Februaxy 2 and 

April 14~ 1965, and Application No. 47611 on August 18, 1965. 

At the latter hearing it was stipulated that the record in 

Case No. 8004 be consolidated with and made apart of the record 

in the application matter and that the two matters be submitted 

simultaneously. 

The Commiss1on tnst1tuted the tnvestigation on its 

own motion into the safety~ maintenance, use and protection 

of the grade c.rossing of Sampson Avenue and the track of lbe 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company (Santa Fe), 

(Crossing No. 2B-2Z.7) in the City of· Corona (City), County of 

Riverside. The investigation also iDCludes a crosstng over the 

Elsinore Branch line which is needed to- provide access· to· a 

metal concern within a wye formed by the branch line and a 

passing track. 

The evidence shows that: . 
Sampson Avenue at and in the vicinity of the crossing 

is a private road, not a dedicated street, used by the public 

and principally serving. an area north of the Santa Fe tracks. . 

whic.h is '\mdeveloped except for several business establishments 

such as a radio statiou:. rock and gravel pit, and granite quarry. 

The area is zoned M ... 3, heavy industrial. South of the' tracks, 

in the vicinity of the cross~ there is .an aluminum :mi. ... magnesium 

plant and a. rock and gravel company. The reaident.i.a.l and· 
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industrial areas are separated by the Riverside Freeway which 1s 

north of aDd parallels the Santa Fe tracks at a distance of ap­

prox1ma.tely one-half mile. The crossing also affords secondary 

access to a residential development located approximately ODe mile 

northwesterly of said crossing. Westerly of the crossing .and 

southerly of the ~ta Fe traek~ approximately one and one-half: 

to two· TDiles distance,' is the business area of' the City of Corona, 

(Exbibits 1, 4 and 5). 

the crossing consists of one main l1ue aDd a p38s1.Dg 

track on a. curve of 2 degrees and. 13 minutes at an angle of 6~· 
. I 

degrees. to the street. Approaches are ~ per cent grade from the 

west: and 5 per cent grade from the east, paved. to a width of 24 

feet. train movements are .obscured due to angle of crOssing and 

curvature of ma1.n line. track. 

Present protection consists of two Standard No. 1 re­

flectorized crossing signs with reflectorized· "3, Tracks" sign.' 

Stops are located on both sides of the <:rossing, with the one on 

the west placed in advance of the branch line track. 

Accident records, since January 1, 19'59'. show five auto­

train colliSions resulting in 9 injuries and no deaths, :none 

occ:urriug on 'the branch line track. '!'he crossing is used by' heavy 

trucking equipment and passenger vehicles. A 24-hour traffic. 

count taken on January 11, 1965, shows 402 vehicles passed over 

the crossing. On January 19, 1965, between the hours of· 6:20 a.m. 

and 6: 20 p.m.., 291 used the crossing. .. 

Tr.a.:1n tra£fic over the crossing consists of two pssseD8er 

trains, 32 to 38 through freigbe trai:ns~ snd 8: to 10 switching moves. 
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Approx:Lmately O1le-balf of the sw1tchiDg 'IDOYe8 are over the branch 

track and the rema:Jnder over the paas1ng track, 'Which 1& parallel 

and southerly of the main track. Timetable speed.a ~f t1:a:Lns are 

65· MPH for p&8&eDger and 60 MPH for freight. 

A Coum1ssi01l wit:De88 testified that vie1bU1ty for 

westbound traizis varies from 800 feet to· 1.000 feet,< for ea.st-', 

bomld trains. the v.la1bUlty is dependent on the extent of weed. v 

growth; that it takes from 9' to 11 seconcla for passenger, vehicles 

and small trucks to clear the three tracks £rom' the stop sign on 

either, side of the tracks; that the time from· the first" sound 

of the train wbiatle \1Xlt1.1 the train enters the erossillg var1.es 

from 7 to 12 seccmds; and that larger trucks require several / .. 

seconds longer to clear the crOSSing. 

'I'be protestants» other than the City, are property 

owners or business concerns situated in the v1c1n1ty of the 

crossing. Construction of ~he proposed Elsinore Freeway aDd 

sinllltaneous closing of the present overpass at the Riverside 

Freeway in the iumediate viCinity of the Sampson Avenue' crossing 

would 'create a cul-de-sac of the protestants' properties, north 

of the tracks. in the event that the Sampson Avenue erossiDg is 

closed. the only remaining crossing for travel to' aDd from the 

City of Corona and other points south of the tracks would be at 

McKinley Avenue, a distance of approx:l.maeely one aDd one-half 

miles easterly of the SampSOIl Avenue crossing. ' 

Protestants contend that a closing of Sampson Avenue 

would adversely affect their businesses, retard <ievel~ of 

the area, lower property values and UIlDecessarily :l.DcoDVfJ111'8Dce. 

the public. 
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the City protested the Commission staff's recommenda­

tion that the crossing at 'Sampson Avenue be closed, and 

after s~bmission of Case No. '8004, filed'Application 

No. 47611 for authority to relocate Crossing No. 2B-22.7 (Sampson 

Avet1W! crossing) to Parkridge Road. at a point approximately 

450 feet west of the Sampson Avenue crossing which erosstOg would 

serve the same streets and area that is now served by the present 

crossing. 1 It also requested a dismissal of Case No,. 8004. 'I'here 

is no evidence that two crossings are needed in the area. 

'!'he Parkridge Road cross1ng will connect with the same 

streets and serve the same area as the present crossing. Protec­

tion devices suggested by the City are traffic stop signs at the 

railroad right of way and crossbucks. '!he hazards at the, proposed 

crossing, except for the angle of crossing and the elim1nat1onof 

the branch . line crossing, are s:a.milar to those at the Sampson 

Avenue crossing, particularly the speed and number of trains, and 

partially obstructed view. Indicated development of the area. 

would increase the possibility of accidents. 

A 60-foot wide roadway, as an extension of Parkridge' 

Road, is proposed. A crossing, 40 feet wide, consisting of 

24 feet of asphalt concrete pavement and 8-foot gravel shoulders, 

will be constructed. The grades of approach are to be two percent. 

1 A similar application for a crossing at Parkridge Road was 
filed in ~ of 1961 by 1:he County of Riverside (Application 
No. 43453) which was dismissed at the request of eheapp,lic.ant 
(Decision No. 64236). The area was later 1ncorporated:Lt1to:' 
the city. 
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. 
If the Sampson Avenue crossing is closed, constructing, 

Route 71 (Elsinore Freeway) and closing the present northern access 

at Parkridge Road and the Riverside Freeway, as proposed bytbe 

Department of Public Works, would result in a cul-de~sac between the 

said Freeways and the Santa Fe tracks. This- would be detrimental to 

a large area now in the process of development~- The proposed'cross­

ing would alleviate an undesirable situation. The evidence clearly 

shows, however, that the crOSSing protection at Sampson Avenue and 

that suggested by the City for the Parkr:Ldge Road crossing are far 

from adequate. Retention of the Sampson Avenue crossing, would 

require the upgrading of protection by automatic gates, paving and 

widening of the roadway and improvement of the approaches. 

Based upon the evidence, the Commission finds- that: 

1. The Sampson Avenue crossing (Crossing. Nc>. 2B-22.7) is 
. 

hazardous and present conditions, pertaining, to train and vehicle 

movements o, .. er said' crossing are dangerous to- the safety and health 

of the public. 

2. Public convenience and necessieyrequire that Parkridge' 

Ro~d be opened- and that a crossing at grade over the tracks and 

rights of way of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 

be constructed as hereinafter authorized. 

3. The establiShment of. a crossing at Parkridge Road and . v 

the concurrent closing of the Sampson Avenue crossing, subject 

to the conditions set forth in the following order, are in 'the 

public interest as evidenced in ,this·proceeding. 
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4. 1b.e cost:s for upgrading andmaint:ain1ng the crossing pro­

tection should 'be borne equally by the City of Corona and The 

Atchison, Topeka ~d' Santa Fe I'..ailway Company. 

the Cotmnission concludes that Crossing Nc>. 2:8-22.7 be 

closecl and that the City of Corona be authorized to construct 

Parkridge Road at grade across the tracks of 'Ib.e Atchison,. Topeka 

and santa Fe Railway Company, in the City of Corona,· subject to 

the hereafter specified conditions. It will be so ordered. 

ORDER -----
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Tbe City of Corona is hereby authorized to construct 

Par1cr1dge Road at grade across the tracks and rights of way of 

The Atchison. 'topeka and Santa Fe . Railway Company at the location 

described in Application No. 47611, the crossing to be identified 

as Crossing No. 2:8-22.8. The width of the street portion of the 

crossing and the grades of approach shall be in accordance with 

the plan and profile' attached to the application. Protection 

shall be by two Standard No. 8; flashing light signals supplemented 

by automatic crossing gates. 

2. The costs of constructing the eross~ and approaches 
, 

and of raiSing the side track and preparing the! tracks to receive 

pavement shall be borne by the City of Corona. '!'he cost of in­

stalling the automatic crossing protection 8hal£' be borne equally 

by The Atch1son~ Topeka and santa Fe Railway Company' ancl' the:' City 

of Corona. ,'. 
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3. '!he cost of maintaining the crossing betWeen lines two 

feet outside of outside rails shall be borne by The Atchison, 

Topeka. and Satlta Fe Railwa.y Company. Cost of' maintaining the 

crossing outside of said lines shall be borne by the City of Corona. 

4. The maintenance costs for said automatic protective 

devices shall be divided in the same proportion as the cos-t of con­

struction has been apportioned herein, in accord with and pursuant 

to the provisions of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 

S. Concurrently with the com~letion of CheParkridge Road 

crOSSing (Crossing No. 2:S-22~8) and its being. opened to use by the 

public, but in no event later than four months after the effective 

date of this order, the City of Corona and The Atchison, Topeka and 

Santa Fe Railway Company shall effectively close and barricade the 

Sampson Avenue cros~ing (Crossing No. 2B-22'.7>:".-

6. The portion of the existing Sampson Avenue crossing over 

The Atchison, Topeka anel Santa Fe Railway Company,- Elsinore Branch, 

shall remain open asa publicly used crossing .snd be identified as 

Crossing No. 2T-0.1. 

7. Within thirty days after completion of the grade crOSSing 

and/or the grade crossing closure, pursuant to this order, the City 

of Corona and The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 
.' 

shall so advise this Commission in writing. The authorization in 

paragraph 1 hereof 'shall expire' if not exercised, within one year of' 
I _ ' 
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tbe effective date of this order unless extended by the further' 

order of this Commission. 
"', ' 

The effective datoi>:: :0£ this order shall be tweney clays 

after tbe date hereof. 
.' 

"'-·f ".,,,r.::: 

_________ , California, this 

f, 
J' .. ...... / " 

.,.;- y./ " 
, -,,' / 

ent~,,"':" 
.~, . 
:. It' 
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