
Decision No. 70209 ·0 RIIU NAt 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES' COMM:SSION OF !HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

In the Matter of the A?~lication ) 
of ~hc COUl-.n OF TE'r!AMP., State of 
Califo%D.ia, for ll. crossing at 
gradco£ the.tracks.of Southern 
Pacific:· Comp.ony at Vadney Avenue 
in-the 'VinaArea, Tehama County, 

Applic(ltion No,. 46679" 

Ca..1iforc.ia.. :: ' ... ". . ' ' 

In thc'Matterofthe Application 
. of the COUN'I'Y, OF·' 'rERAMA~State of. 
California, '£0= aerossing·at.: 
grade.of 'the·tracksof·Southern 
Pacific Com~nmy,at· Stephens' Rosd 
iuthe,,Vi:-:.a. Area, 'J:ehdma County, 
California. 

ApplicetionNo. 46680 

-Robert· W •. Trimb·J.e) for the County of Teh.ama., 
.:::.pplicant~, . . 

Hsrold S. Lentz, for Sou.them Pacific: Com
pany, protestant. 

Bob· Martin:-. for 'J:ehama County Farm BureAU; 
and witlimn I.. Knecht nnd Ralph. o. P.ubbard't 
for Tehana ~ounty Farm Bureau, inte=ested . 
parties. 

l'J.Srtin J. Lewis, for the Commission staff ~ 

OPINION .... -..- .... ~ .... -
Public hee:t:'ing was held before Examiner Porter, in R.ed 

Bluff, on October 67 19657 at which time' the ttUltters were submitted. 

The County of Tehama seeks crossings at grad~ of ,the main 

line tr~cks of Southern Pacific Company at Stephens Road end at 

Vadney Avenue in'Vina Area~ Teh.9ma County, California .. · There is now 

a crOSSing of the railroad trac:ks at Vadney Avenue. This priv.:lte 

crossi'C.& ho.s notb~en closed 31though the crossing agreement has 

been canc.eled. There was a crossing at Stephens Road but this eross

iugb.as been closed. Stephens Road'is a public: road on both> sides ,0£ 

the' railroad tracks~ 
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The County of Tehama (County) presented. evidence· tlutt these 

crossings 3x-e necessary as a means of egress and ing:t'ess to land. 

owners and people T"lho serve them; tl1.at the crossings were expedient 

for fire protection and ambulance service into this area. 

The Southern Pacific Company and ~he Comoission st~f eo 
not resist the crossings. proposed but test:ified' that if opened to 

the public they should each be protected by two Sta.ndarc. No·. S 

Fla.shing Light Signals supplemented with automatic crossing gates .. ' 

The County considers St:andere No,. 1 croosingsigns adequate 

protec eion for the crossings .• 

The Commission finds that: 

1. Public convenience and necessity require crOSSings of 

Vsdney Avenue and Stephens Road a.t grade across the track of' the 

, Southern Pacific Company.' 

2. ',PubliC safety require's that two Sta41dard No~ 8 Flashing.' 

Light Si~ls, supplemented with automatic crOSSing gates, be" 

installed a-: said cross,ings. 

3. The crOSSings are at the request of the, County of ,Te~ 

and primarily for its,benefit. 

Based ul'on the evidence presented and the foregoing 

findi'::lgs of fact, the Commission concludes tha.t t'luthorizatioD. for thc-

crOSSings of Vadney Avenue and Stephens Road wlththe Southern 

Pacific tracks should be granted; that said protection should con

sist of two S·tandard No. 8 Flashing Light Signals supplettented with 

automatic crosSi:'l.g gates; that construction ShOllld conform with 

General Order No. 75-B of this Commission end that the costs of 

installation and maintenance of automatic protection should bo, borne 

75 percent by the County of Tehama and 2'5 percent by' the. Southern 

P'aeific Company. 
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ORDER ---- ..... -
IT IS ORDERED that:: 

1. !he County of Tehama is hereby authorized to construct 

Stephens Ro~d at grcde across the main lin~ track of Southern Pacific 

Company neal: -..rina, l'el'l.ama County, to be identifi:ed as Crossing 

~~o. C-201.4 and also to eonst:ruet Vadney Ave.nue at grade ac1:'OSS the 

main line track of Southern Pacific Company near Vina, Te~'.lma County, 
. ' 

to be identifieG.'as Crossing No. C-200.3; coincident with the opening 

of Crossing No. C-200.3 the existing priv~te' ,c:!!,ossing at MP~200-.4;' 

should be closed. 

2. Applicant shall bcarentire construction expense of the. 

c=ossings, also maintenance cost of the crossings outside of lines 

two feet outside of' r.o.ils. Southcl.-r1 Pacific Company shall bear 

maintenance cost of the crossings between such lines. 

3. Width of crossings shall be not les~ than 24 feet and 

grades of approach not greater than seven percent. Construction 

shall be equal or superior" to Standard No·.' 2- 0'£ General Order No.. 72. 

4. Protection shall be by' two StllIldard No. 8 crossing 

signals (C'..ener:!!l Order No. 75-:8) supplemented. with· automatic gate' 

arms. 

5. !he costs of installation of the herein authorized: auto

matic crOSSing protection shall be borne 75, percent by-the County of 

Tehama and 25 percent by the· SouthernPacif:ie Company. 

6. The maintenance costs- for said automatic crOSSing protec-. 

tioTl shall be apportioned 75 percent to the County of Tehama and 

25 percent to Southern Pacific Company, pursuant to the provisions 

of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 

7. Within thirty days after completion., pursuant to this 

order, applie:mt shall so' advise the Co:xunission in writing. ' 
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8. The iluehorization herein granted shall expire if not 

exercised'within two, years, unless time be extended or if conditions 

are not complied with. 

The effective date of this order shall 'be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at '_' __ ~_._'F'ra.n_cl_~_'!:J_· ___ , California, this {lit 'da~ , 

of ____ J;;:.;.A_N_UA:.;.:,R,;.;,Y ___ , 1966. 


