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Decision No. 70211 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC U'!ILIT.IES COMMISSION OF mE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Iuvestig~tion into the manner and ) 
point of crossing, terms of ) 
inst~1lation, operation, mainte- ) . 
nance, use.::m.d protection of.pro- ~' 
posedcross.ings of the. tracks. of 
SOutHERN. PACIFIC COMPANY between 
Mile Post 414.3:', in the .City· of 
Palmdale, &lcll1ile Post 492.7 1n ! 
the- City of San Bernard'ino,. 
California" on their new Pal.1'lld1l1e
Colton cutoff in 1.0$' Angelessnd ' 
Sa:n Be:rnardino Counties·. ' 

Investigation.into the status; 
safety,m.:dntenance,: 'use' and pro
tectionof pub1iclyused 'or,' 
private crossings on that segment 
of the tracks of the SOutHERN' 
PACIFIC' COMPANY. to, be constructed 
between, Plllmda.le and· Colton,~ .' 
Ca.1iforni.'l.' ..' 

Investig~tion into the status,. ) 
safety, ' mainten.:mcc ,use' and.pro
tection or closing of,·the crossing 
of 'tEE ATCHISON. TOPEKA' A.r-m . SANTA 
FE R.AILWA~ CO:1PAL~ with St.o.tc . 
Route 138". Crossing No,. 2: .. 61.7; 
And the crossing of THE ATCHISON, 
TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COM-' 
PANYiu the City of .SJlnBertUlrdino, 
with ,~lto Avenue; Crossing. No,. ) .' 
2-8l~4~ ) 

C.o.se No. 8214 
Filed June 29, 1965 

Case No. 8298 
Filed November 9, 1965 

Case No. 8302 
Filed November 10, 1965 

and' l:e1ated Applic.:Ltions 
Nos·. 475,10, 4?511L 47514, 
475~L 4762'&'1.4/636." 

47()1.t4 and 47671. 

Additional Appe~rnnees 

Lawrence A. Hutton, for the City of 
Colton; ~obert a. Curtis, for The 
Atchison, Topeko and Santa Fe 
R.:lilwayCompany; and J. L. Evans" 
by J. E. HO";1e, for the Brotherhood, 
of Locomotive Firemen and Engineers, 
interested parties. 
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FINAL OPINION .. 

the final day of hearing. on the above matters was held 

before Examiner Roge-rs in Los Angeles on November 23, 1965. On 

said ci.ate,. Case No. S298ax:.d Case No. 8302 were consolidated for 
. . 

hearing with Case No. 8214 and the eight, applications above 

listed. All matters were submitted for decision. 

State Highway Grade §eparations . 

Tbere are seven proposed crossings of State highways 

by the Pal.md:ale-Colton Cutoff (Cutoff).' !he applicant and· the 
• I 

Department of Public Works of the State of California' (Department) 

stipulated that construction, costs at eacb State highway crossing 

would be divided as follows (Exhibit 81):. 

Fort Tejon Road (Mile Post 419 .. 4) 

The applicant is to, construct ~ vehicular unde:rpess Si'~n

uing the highwey lOO-foot right of we-yo (with one . center pier)'. All, 

costs of construction arc to' be borne by the applicant. 

West Hesperia' - InterS1:8te No·. 15 (Mile Post 457.8) 

!he applicant is. to· construct an overhead,includ1ng a 
, . 

bridge structure, for the two-lane access road to be conseraceed 

on the westerly side of the highway. All the app11<;ane's expeDses, 

. except the new westerly' frontage road, will be split fifty-fifty. 

It is proposed ,eo exchange rights of way to provide the State the 

necessary right of way for frontage .road construction and'· the 

State will grant lands owned by the State easterly of: the highway , >, . " . 

necessary for applicant's, ri~~tof way. 
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North Alray - Interstate No. 15 (Mile Post 467.2) 

Applicant is to construct a suitable separation structure 

over the existing highwo!lY at applic3nt f s expense. 

Highway 138,. Cajon Pass (Mile Pose 469.2) 

Applicant is to construct a 4-1~e underpnss 4t the 

location of the proposed. tr~cks. The, underpass is to ,provide 

presently for two lanes of traffic. Construction SM.ll be' entirely 

at the applicant's expense. Applicant is to bear the cost of' 

installing flashing light signals equipped with gate, arms a.t the 

nearby The Atchison, Topeka an~ Santlt Fe RailwnyCompany (Santa: 'Fe) 

crossing. 

Highland Avenue - Route 30 (Mile Post 487 _!.) 
Applicant is to construct at its expense a vehicular 

underpass by croseing overex1sting State Route 30. 

Foothill Bouleva.rd - Route 66 Q..file Post 489.4), 

Applicant is to construct a vel11cular overpass over the, 

railroad at Foothill Boulevard. All eosts are to be borne by 

applicant .. 

San Bernnrdino Freeway - Interstate No. 10 eMile Post 492~1) 

Applicant will provide an underpass by crossing existing 

State highway as mutually agreed upon. Edge of ul t:tmllte ' paving is: 

to be B%1 eight-lane freeway. All costs are to be-borne by nppl:l:-

eant .. 

The Commission sta.ff agreed to the proposals of the 

applicant coneerning the separnted grades. 

,- , 

At Highway 138: (Mile Post 469 .. 2), the highway will pass 

unde~ the!- railroad approx:Lmately 750 feet west of the crOSSing o£ 

said highway by the Sa.nta Fer s westerly main line of track. At 

present the Santa Fe crossing is protected by, two Stnndard No.8: 
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flashing, light signals. The applicant and the Sllnta· Fe have agreed' 

that applicant will install two Standard No •. 8 flashing light 

signals supplemented with automatic crossing gates at the Santa Fe 

crossing of Highway 138: llndthat the Santa Fe will pay the costs of· 

maintenance of such protection nfter installation. 

Non-StlI.te Highway Crossings. 

Avenue, "S" . (MilePos,t415. 8) 

The site of this proposed crossing is pertly in the City 

of Palmdale and partly in the County of Los Angeles. The applicant 

proposes to realign Avenue rrS" (Exhibi1: 5) and have a separation of 

grades with a four-lane highway passing under the railrond. '!he 

City of Palmdale :md the County of Los'Angeles plan to develop 

Avenue nSn :JoS a lOO ... foot major highway with .:l roadway 84 feet in 

width from curb to curb. they desire tl1at this railway bridge 

structure be built accordingly and the highway realigned: at the 

expense of the applicant. 

Arrow Route - Rialto Avenue CMile Post 490.0) 

The parties, are in agreement concerning the separation 

of grades proposed at this crossing, which is in the City of 

San Bernardino. The applicant's line of rail will pass over the 

highway. Inasmuch as there is a Se.nta Fe cros,sing of Rialto 

Avenue in the imme.diate vicinity of the proposed gradcsepar4tion 

structure and at the same grade as Rialto Avenue, the applicant 

and the Santa .Fe have agreed that the applicant will install ~o, 

StanclardNo. 8 flashing light signals supplemented with automatic 

gates on each side of the existing Santa Fe 'erossing of Rialto 
, 

Avenue and an advance warning . light east of· fhe . appliclltlt's .. 
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bridge structur~. The, applicant will pay the cos,ts" of installa

tion. of the Santa Fe crossing protect:[on~ including, the tldv41'1ce 

warning signs 'and light, and the Santa Fe will pay the maintenance 

eosts of the said protection,. 

Valley Boulevard eMile Post 492.06) 

This crossing is immedia.tely adJacent to al'1d on the north 

side of the San BeX"C.ltrdino Freeway (Mile Post 492.l) supra) at the 

site of the yroposed crossing. Applicant proposes to, build one 

bridge structure carrying the railroad over both the freeway a.nd 

Valley Boulevard. The ,crossing is in the'County of Slm' Bernardino 

cmd the pro!>Osal has been approved by the County. 

De~~t L3wn Cemetery ROc'ld (Mile Pos:t 416.3) 

The applicant proposes that this crOSSing, which is in 

the County of tos Angeles and provides the onlyentrence to or 

egress from a' cemetery, be protec~ed by two Stanc4lrd No,. 1 cross

ing signs. The staff requests that this crossing be protected. by 

two Standard No.8 flashing light signals. Any person or entity 

having business ,with the cemetery will be required to cross, appli

cant's right of way at this crOSSing, and'it is open to the, public 

during the cemeteryr s bus,iness hours. 

Other Private Crossings 

There are several private roads along the right of way 

where crOSSings will be· required. The applicant and the staff 

agree tM.t such crossings should be either protected by locked. 

gates or Standard No.1 crOSSing signs) and boulevard stop Signs, 

with the exception of crossings~ at some points,) ofroaclswhich 
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provide access for gravel company operations, at which points the 

parties agree ther~ should· be separations of grades. The applicant 

has agreed to give the Commission st:lff a list of such ,priv.o:te 

crossings, the mile post numbers thereat, the parties, resp¢nsible 

for the crossings, the protection therec!lt, and the,dates the cross

:Lugs were, or ere !::.lthe future, opened. 

Findin~s 

Upon the evidence of record, the Cormnissionfinds that: 

1. The factual findings relative to' the Palmdale-Colton 

Cutoff contained in Decision No. 69865, dated October 26, 1965, in· 

Application No. 45589, are adopted: by reference and made a part of 

the finc.i:lgsherein inzofar as pertinent. 

2. The proposed cross~ngs, herein considered are of appli

e.ant's Palmdale-Colton Cutoff and are in either the County of, " 

Los Angeles, the City of Pal:ndale, the County of San Bernardino, 

the City of Colton :xnd/or the City of San' Bernardino" as indicated .. 

Ea.ch of the. public crossings herein referredt:o, will be a new 
. , ' 

crossing, constructed .at applicant's request, of an ex:tsting street, 

highw.:lY) or dedicated right of way therefor.. '!he Interstate· 

Commerce COTmIlission has authorized the construction of the Cutoff .. 

3. '!he Desert Lawn Cemetery Road (Mile Post 41&.3) is a 

publicly used private crossing and is open to the public'during tile 

cemotery's business hours. 
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4. !1~ere are now, and will be additional, private crossings 

of the Pa'.tr1dale-Colton Cutoff. The Ilpplic3nt MS agreed that such 

crossings are in some inst:mces to bepro:cctedwitl'l fences and 

locked gates, in some instances with stop sig:ls and St.and~d No,. 1 

crossing signs; and, where the cross1.ngs provide aceess to and from 

s~d and gravel production areas, separ.ations of grades ar,e.· to- be 

constructed. 

5. Public convenience, necessity and safety require that 

eacb. of these public crossings, publicly used private crossings, 

and private erossi~gs herein authorized be constructed under the 

terms and conditions contained in the order herein. Each·' separa.

tion of grade structure should. be constructed pursuanttto,. agreement 

bet:ween the part:ies concerned ~nless the orde:: herein specifies: ,a.' 
. . ' 

minimum width, in which ca.::;e the mini:llum. sr..all prevail .. ' 

ConclUSions 

The COmmission concludes tha.t the a.Pl'lic.mt:should ,be 
authorized to construet each of the c:::'ossings specified herein· 

I '. ". 

'J.ndcr the terms and conditions specified ,in the order herein; th:3.t 

~pplicant sho1.!ld furnish certain info:::nation to· the" Commission 

relative to esch private crcssingnowin existence or subse~uently 

constrc.cted on the Cutoff; Iltld that each privat~ crOSSing', on said 

Cutoff should be protected by ,one of the me-ehods speCified, in "the' 

order·herein. 
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FINAL ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Sf.)uthern Pacific Company 1s hereby a'U~horized to· con

struc~ a line of track across t~e public, private~ or publicly 

used.,rivaee str(;et8 and highways specified or refer.:ed to 

herei~) the eros~~s :0 be identifi¢d by the crossing~s 

speci;;ied ~d s~jcct to the co:.!d1 tions set forth herein at each \ . 

crossing. 

Fort Tejon Road - Route 138 (Crossing No. BB 419.4-B) 

Applicant is authorized to. construct this crossing at separated 
grades. Clearances shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plans approved by the Department of 
Public Works of the State of· California· shall be filed with the 
Commission prior to the commencement of construction. 

West Hesperia - Interstate No. 15 (Crossing No. SS 457.S:-A) 

Applicant is authorized to construct the crossing at separa1:ed 
g:J:'ades. Clearances shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of Gene1:al Order No. 26-D. Plans approved. by the Department of 
Publie Works of the State of California shall be filed with the 
Commission prior to the eommencement of construction. 

North AlreY - Interstate No. 15 (Crossing No. BB-·467.2-B) 

Applicant is authorized to· construct this crossing at separated 
grades. Clearances· shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plms approved by· the Department of 
Public Works. of the State of California shall be filed w:Lth the 
Commission prior to· the commencement of construetion. 

) · 

State Highway 138- - cajon Pass (Crossing No. B5: 469 .. 2'-)3.) 

Applicant is authorized to construct this crossing at separated 
grades. Clearances shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plans approved by the Department of 
Public Works. of the State' of California shall be: filed with the 
Commission prior to the commencement of construction. 

Applicant shall install two Standard No. 8- flash1ng light signals 
supplemented with au~tic crossing, gates at The Atchison, Topeka 

. and Santa Fe Railway Company's' westerly crossing (Crossing NC> •. 
2-61.7) of State Highway 138:. ' . 
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Applicant shall pay the installation costs and the Atchis'on, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railway Company shall pay the maintenance expenses of 
said automatic protection after its installation. . 

Highland Avenue - Route 30 (Crosstng No. sa 4S7.l-~) 
Applicant is authorized to construct this crossing at separated 
~ades. Clearances shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plans approved by the Department of 
Public Works· of the State of california shall be filed with the 
Commission prior to the commencement of construction. 

Foothill Boulevard - Route 66 (Crossing No. sa 489.4-A) 

App11ca:nt is authorized to construct this crossing at separated 
grades. Clearances shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plans approved by the Department of 
Public Works of the State of california shall be filed nth the 
Cotm:D1ssion prior to the COI!lIDE:1lcement of construction. 

San Bernardino Freeway - Interstate No. 10 (Crossing No. Ba 492 .. 1:'s) 

Applicant is authorized to construct this crossing at separated 
~ades. Clearances shall be in' accordance wi'eh the requirement& 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plans approved by the Department of 
Public Works of the State of california shall be filed with the 
Commission prior to the commencement of construction. 

Avenue "s" (Crossing No. B'S 41S.8'-B) 

Applicant is authorized to construct this crossing at separated 
grades. Clearances shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of General Order No. 26-D. '!'he bridge structure shall be con
structed to permit a highway 84 feet in width from curb to curb 
to be constructed thereunder. Plans approved by the ,Los Angeles 
Coun~ Road Department shall be filed w.Lth the Comm:Lssion prior 
to the commencement ·of construction. 

Arrow Route w Rialto Avenue (Crossing No. BB 490.0-B) 
. 

Applicant is authorized to construct this crossing at separated 
grades. Clearances shall be in accorclance· with the requirements 
of General Order No .. 26-D. Plans approved by. the City of San 
~ino shall be f:Lled with the Cot1md.ssion pr:tor to the 
c,ommencement of construction. . 

Applicant shall install one Standard No,. 8 flashing light signal 
supplemented with automatic gate on eacb side of the exLsting 
'l'he Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company crossing of 
Rialto Avenue ~o. 2-83.4~snd an ll9-van.c:e w.a.r:o.ing light east· of the 
applicant's bridge structure. ''!he applicant shall pay the eosts·of 
installation of the Santa Fe crossing protection,'including'the 
advance warning. light,. and the S&;1ta Fe shall pay the ·maintenance . 
cos·ts, of the said protect1o~. ........ . 

, 
\ 
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Valley Boulevard (Cros~ins No. B~ 492.0-B) 

Applicant is ~uthorized to construct this crossing ~t separated 
grades. Clenra.nce~ shall. be in accordance with the requirements. 
of General Order No. 26-D. Plans .tlpproved: by the County of San 
Bernardino shall be filed with the Commis:s:Lonprior.to the com
mencement 'of construction. 

nesert LIl'WO. C~etery ROAd (Crossing No. BB 4~.6-. 3) 

~e width of the crossing shnll be 26 feet and applicant shall 
pave said crossing with asphaltic concrete for said width ac:cosS 
the full width of the right of way. Grades of approach ~hall 
not be greater than 2. 2 percen~.. Construction shall b~ equal or 
superior to Stand~rd' No.. 2 of General O:rder No.. 72'. Protection' 
s!'J.all be by two Standa.x-dNo. S: fl~shing light signals (Gener,~l' 
Order No·. 75 ... :8). . 

Private Crossings 

X£ private crossings arc at grade~ they shall either be protected 
by locked go.tes or Standard No. 1 o·f Genernl Order No. 7S-B, eross
ing signs· and ;,oulevard stop signs. If private crossin;s·arc .. ",t 
separated grades, clearances shall be in acco:dance wlth the 
requiremen1:s of GeneraJ .. Order No .. 26-D. . 

2.: All C05.ts of construction at each of said publie or 

publicly used and privately owned grade crossings ~lnd'new roads 

5peei::ied herein, other than grade separations, shall.be berne 

by spplicant. Applicant shall bear all maintenance costs of grade 

crossings of its tracks between lines two feet outside of it.5. rails 

and shall bear .:.11 maintenance costs of ~'CtOI!l.St1c protective 

devices and nonautotnatic prctecti",e devices' at such crossings. 

The governmental agency or the private entity conccrned.shall 

maintain the pavementa.t each grllde crossing outside of lines. 'tWO 
.. 

feet outside of the rails. At those public· crossings where there 

are separations of grad~s, construction nnd ~intenanee costs s~ll 

be borne in a.ccordanee 'With ngreements to be entered into between 

the applicant: and the go~ernmental .lgency involved, and' a. copy of 

each of saidagreemcnts, together with plans approved by the 

-10-

'" 



" 

'. 
"'-

govemmeueal agency, shall befiJ.ed with this CoaIDis8ion prior to 

eoameneemeut of construction of the grade separation' structure 

il:No~ved. Should the pa~ie8 fail to agree, the Caam18s:Lon: will 

apportion the costs by further order. the e~e8 of conseruc

tion and maintenance of private cross1Xlgs. and. of any' protection 

thereat shall be apportioned by agrement between the, parties 
, . . 

concernecl. 

3. Within thirty days a.fter the estab1isbmento£' any' private 

crossings of the Palmdale-Colton Cutoff, the appl:Lcant shall furnish 

',this Comn1ssion with a written statement show:l.llg as to each such ' 
" 

crOssing (1) the mile post number, (2) the entity having title to,., '. :'~" 
I, " • -" I 

and being responsible for the crossing, (3) the protection·,.thereat·, 
.:, ... 

, " 

and (4) the type of crossing., ,.' 

Wit:.h1n thirty days after completiOl1 of each crossing 

pursuant to this· order, applicant shall so advise this" Commission . 
in writing. '!his authorization will expire if not exercised 

"J" 

within two years, unless time be extended or if 'the above ,cond1-
~ .. " .',-

tio11$ are not complied' with.. Authorization may be revoked or 

modified if public convenience, necessity or safeey so -require .. 
, " . 

The effective date of this order ,shall' be tweDty .days 
, . 

after the date hereof. 
" '&Iv 

Dated at. San Fra,neiseo , Cali£o:rni.a, this / 1-______ ..iJ /' 

day of __ J_A_NU_AR_Y_' ___ ~, 196 ~ ~ 

-11-

",' 


