Decision No.

s ORIGINAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HENRY RITCEIZ, )
' | Complainant,
~s. Case No. 8215

PACIFIC TELZFHONE,
a "oroorau.t.cn._, ,

Defendant.

x Sclomorn, for compﬁainanh.
ﬁBWIe:, reLlix & Ball, by Rewert C.
Coppz, fer defcndant.

OPINION

| Coupleinant seels restbration'of telephone service at
8115 Second Avenue, Inglewcod, California. Interim restoration
was ordered pending further order‘(becision No. 69356, dated
Suly 7, 1965). | )

Defendant's answer alleges that on or about June 29

1965, it had reasonable cause to believe that service to Henry
Ritebhie, undexr number 750-3530, was being or was to be used as
ac Instrumentality directly or indirectly to violate or aid and
abet violation of law, and therefore defendant was required to

disconnect service pursuant to the decision in Re Telephome )
bisconnection, 47 Cal. P.U.C. 853. | |

The matter wes heard and submitted before Examiner
DeWolf at Los Angeles on November 16, 1965.
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| By letter of Jume 26 1965 the Sheriff'of‘the'County
of Los Angeles advised defendant that the telephone under number
750-3530 was being used to disseminate horse~racing informetion
used in comnection with bookraking in violation of Pemal Code
Section 3372, and requested disconnection (Exhibit 1);

Complainant testified that he is employed by the United
States Government G.S.A.; that his wife is also employed- that
they are caring for his mother-in-law who is ill; and that they all
have great need for telephone service for medical reasons and for -
making appointments. Complainant further testified that. thev
criminal charges against him were dismissed and he did not and
will not use the‘telephone,for any unlawful purpose.

‘There was no appea:aﬁce by or tectimony from any law
enforcement agency.

We find that defendant's action was based upon reasonable
cause, and the evidence fails to show that the telephone was used
for any illegal purpose; Complainant is entitled to restoration_
of service. o | |

IT IS ORDERED that Decision Ne; 69356, dated July 7,

1965, temporarily restoring service to complainant, is made
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permanent, subject to defendant's tariff provisions end existing
applicable law.

The effective date of this order shalll be 'twentyg dé.ys
after the date hereof. |

Dated at fian Franciasg ., California, this /2% day
of JANUARY , 1966.

Commissioners




