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ORIGINAL 
Deeision No,. 70301 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF !HE STATE OF CALIFORNlP. 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
NATIONAL ICE AND COLD STORAGE COMPANY )' 
OF CALIFORNIA and ROBERT J. BUGATTO, ) 
.a single man, ana. ALPHONSE A. LaROCCA, ) 
a single man, for an order authorizing ~) 
the sale and purchase of the Santa 
Rosa Plant o.f National Ice and ColO. 
Sto.rage ,Company 9f 'California'. 

----------------------------~) 
OPINION --_-.. .... --

Application No. 48091 
(Filed December 2, 1965) 

,¥~ 

National Icc and Cold Stor3gc Company of california, a 

California corporation, requests an order of this Commission,autho::­

izing the sale of its warehouse building and ecruip:nent in Sant.: Rooa, 

togettcr with its prescriptive operative rights covering such oper­

ation, to Robert J. BU8:atto and Alphonse A.. La..~oeca. The CO::ltraet 

providing for this transfer and the purchase price of $135,O~O are 

expressly made subject to Co:nmission ~pproval,and a eopy of such con­

tract is attached to the ~pplication. 

As justification for the request, the application alleges 

that plants of National are located in widely scattered areas in 

california and it desires to consolidate its faeilities asmueh as 

possible for the following reasons: 
, . 

Any expansion of facilities· at its Santa Rosa plant is 

not considered feasible due to- the ,limited need for public 

c~ld storage warehouse spaee in Santa Roia and National can 
. ' 

better serve its customers in the San~a Rosa-Pet~luma' area· ' 

1?y the consolidation of its warehousing operations' at" 

Petaluma. 

The Santa Rosa plant contains only 231)301 cubie feet 

dedicated to public utility operations and docs not lend 

itself to modern mechanical handling. '!his. is insufficient ' 
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space to be operated solely as a public refrigerated ware­

house and provide a profit from. operacions after adding , 

to cost of operations a proper pro rata of corporate ~ 
adminjstrative expense as plant overhead. 

California Poultry Company ceased operation in 1964, 

having been decla't"ed a bankrupt in thac year. 

Fulham Brothers of California, a fish processing firm, 

has for many years leased processing facilities from National 

and National has obtained a large portion of its freezing 

~nd storage business from this company. The lease for 

their ,rocessing facility expires December 31, 1965, and 

they have failed to exercise their renewal option. In addi­

tion, National has been informed by Fulham that they have 

secured processing facilities in Southern California and 

will move their entire Northern California operation upon 

expiration of their lease. 

N~tional's total utility revenue derived .from the above 

two accounts has constituted more than 80 percent of the 

total Santa Rosa utility revenue and more than 60 percent 

of the total Santa Rosa nonutility revenue. 

National is currently modernizing its freezing ~d 

storage facility at Petaluma to better serve the public 

requirement in that area. Furthe::, a modern freeway now 

links the two communities, p13c:ing muc:ho·f the $anta Rosa 

and Rohnert Park industrial area fifteen minutes or less 

from National's Pe~alumawarehouse. 

National is in need of funds to construct additional 

facilities to meet the demands. of its customers in some of 

its loc:ations~ The proposed sale will help provide 
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the necessary funds to take care of the requirements for 

additional facilities at locations where expansion and 

modern building cons'tructio::. is urgently needed. 

Duplication of local refrigeration and supervisory 

personnel would be eliminated. Fr~ an executive m3nage­

meat viewpoint~ better supervision could be maintained 

at less cost. 

The dcp:'cc1ated book value of the Santa Rosa plant as shown 

on the books of account of National is $135,868.20. 

By reference National has incorporated in the application 

its ~ual report heretofore' filed with the P1.lblic Utilities Com­

mission for the calendar year 1964.· 

Bugatto and-LaRocca allege that their nominee for the 

operation of the cold scorage warehouee will be ~ new corporation~ 

n2mely ~ Sonoma Cold Storage and Freezing Cor.pany, to be organized 

under the laws of the State of California. The capitalization of 

the new corporation ha~ not as yet been dete~ned. Pending the 
, 

filing of an ap?lication by the new corpora.tion for~ permit to 

issue and sell its stock at a price yet to be determined~ Bugatto 

and LaROCC.l intend to loan and advance to. the new corpora.tion suf­

ficient funds to.purchase and operate the cold storage warehouse of 

the $.mtaRosa plant pursuant to the terms and prOvisions of the 

agreement of purcbase and sale; a copy of which is attached to the 

application as Exhibit A. 

National alleges the facts to be that Bugatto and LaRo~ca 

.a:e the prinCipal stockholders of Ci:.lifornia Shellfish CO. ~ Inc., 

a California corporation~ "wY'ith its principal place of business­

located at 420 Jefferson Street~ San Fra.ncisco, California; that 

Buga'eto and LaRocca are the principal stockholders of Point St • 
. .' 

George Fisneries, ~c., a California corporation, whose processing 

operation is located on the property of National at Santa Rosa, 
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with it:; principal office located at 420 Jefferson Street,' San Fran­

cisco, Califo:nia; tbat Bugatto, and LaRocca are financially responsi­

ble individu.o.ls, and that there is and will be sufficient, and adequate 

financing made ;:J.vailable to their nominee for conduct1ngthe cold 

storage warehousing operation,being acquired ·pursuant to the terms 

and provisions of the agreement of purchase and sale. 

After consideration the Commission finds that the proposed 

transfer would not be adverse' to the public interest. A public 

hearing is no-~ necessary. 

!he authorization herein granted shall not be construed as 

a finding of tr..e value of the rig...i.ts .a:ld properties herein authorized 

to be transferred. 

ORDER - ....... ~ ..... -
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. On or before June 30, 1966) N::.tio~l Icc and Cold Storage' 

Compeny of ca~iforni~ may sell and transfer, and Robert J. Bugatto 

and Alphonse A. LaRocca may p~rchase and acquire, the operative rights 

and property referred' to in the application. 

2. Within thirty d:!ys after the consumm.ation of the transfer 

hc:oein authorized, Robert J. :Sugatto and Alphon:;e A. LaRocca shall 

notify the CommiSSion, in writing, of that fact and within said period 

shall file with the Commission a true copy of any bill ,of sale or 

other instrument of transfer which,may be executed to effect said 

transfer. " 
. , 

3. Robert J. Bugatto 3n~ ,Alph~nse A. LaR~cc~ shall amend or 

reissue the' tariffs on file with the C~mmission; naxtdng:' rates, rules 
" 

and regulations govern!ng the warehouse operations herein to show that 

they have edo?ted or established, as their own, said rates, rule:; .w.<! 

regul~tions. The tariff filings shall be ~de effective not earlier 

than ten days a.fter the effective date of this order on not lcss,than 

ten days' notice to 'the Commission and the public, and the effective 
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date of the tariff filings shall be concurrent with the consum­

~tion of ehe transfer herein autno=ized. !he tariff filings 

made pursuant to this· order shall comply in all respects with the 

regulations governing the construction and filing of tariffs set 

forth in the Commission's General Order No. 6l-A. 

4. On or before the cnd of the third month after the consum-

mation of the transfer 4S herein authorized~ Robert J. Bugatto and 

Alphonse A. LaRocca shall cause to be filed tolieh the Commission, in 

sueh form as the Commission may prescribe, an annual report, or 

reports, related to the operations of the seller. for the period com­

mencing with the first day of the current fiscal year to and incl~d.ing 

the effective date of the transfer. 

S. COncurrently with the effective date of tariff filings 

required by ordering paragraph 3 hereof, the prescriptive operative 

right determined by order dated June 6, 1960 and revised by order 

dated July 26, 1960, in Case No. 6515, is hereby revoked and, in 

place and stead thereof,preseriptive operative rights as a public 

utility warehouseman are hereby stated for Robert: J. B\!gatto and 

Alphonse A. LaRocca, as particularly set forth in Appendix A attached 

hereto and for National Ice and Cold Storage Company of California, 

a corporation, as particularly set forth in Appendix. B·attached 

hereto. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof • 

. 8azz Fralle1sco , california, this 

I
'/. Dated at 

___ day of EE8Rn~RY , 1966·. 



e. 
... Ap pe.c.dix 4'''.. Robert J. Bugatto and 

Alphonse A. La Rocca 

Robert J. Bugatto and Alphonse A. La Rocca possess a 

prescriptive operative right· as a public utility warehouseman for 

the operation of storage or warehouse 1'loor space as follows: 

Location 

santa Rosa 

Number of Square Feet 
of Floor 'Space ., 

21,186.: ." 

(The floor space shown above is exclusive 
of expansio.c. permissible', under Section 
~ o?,· of the PUbllc~'Ut111.t1es~Cocle.) . 

(End of AppendiX A) 

Issued by California Public Utilities Comm1ss1on~ 

Decision No. 70301 ,Application No .. 1+8091. 



Appendix B 
(C. 6515) 

NATIONAL ICE AND COLD STORAGE 
COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 

Original Page 1 

(a corporation) 

Nat1ona2 lee and Cold Storage Company of Cal1!ornia 

possesses a prescriptive operative right as a. public utility 

warehouseman for the operation of storage or warehouse floor 

space as tollows: 

Location 

WatsonVille and 
vicinity 

NW'ber of ,Square 'Feet 
of Floor Space' 

Petaluma 

Marysville 

82,586 

38',1,lt­

,8,83);.: 

(The floor' space sho'Wtl. above is exclusive 
of G~an~1~~per.ciss101e ~e~ Se~t1on 
,10,1': of: th~ ?u'bl1c Util1:ties. Code.) .. - . , 

(End of Appendix B) 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 
70301 ' 

Decision No. ,.App~i~at1on No. It-8091. 
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