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.Decis‘:t.on.il‘\?o. 70439

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

CALIFORNIA WATER & TELEPHONE COMPANY,

a corporation, for a Certificate of

‘Public Convenience and Necessity

sutnorizing construction, operation

and maintenance of telephonc limes and Application No. 48112
for authoxity' (1) to establish a (Filed December 20, 1965)
telephene exchange to be known as

"Desert Center Exchange' at Desexrt .

Center, Riverside County, Ccalifoxmniaj

and (15 to establish rates, charges,

rules and *egalatmont fcr tclephone

, servmce nerein. L ,

In the Matter of the Application of §
)
)

OPINION AND ORDER

Californis Water & Telephone Compdny rcquests this |
'cdmwission to adthorize. (1) establishment of a telephone exchange’
to be known as "Desert benter Exchdhge" at Desert Center in
Rdverside County, with cxchange and base rate area oounderies as
shown. in Exnibit.A attachcd.to the applicetion, and (2)-establish
nent of rates, chargcs, rules and regulavion" for telephone service _
‘therein. ZApplicant requests ex parte dtgpositioa to permit -
earlier decision Cutover to exchange service is scheduled for
Octooer 2, 1966, if authorized. Coordination with The Pacific
tedephone and &316&?&@‘ Comnany would be required eirce that comndny
would eng;neer and construct tcll faciliti - to connect tne propoaed ‘
exchange with dpplicent's toll center in Indlo. During the same
Time period applicant-would ccmplet 1ts arrangements for-pu—ch 25¢
of o central office site, conct*uct & central of‘iee building, o
install cent*cl office equipment and eychange outside p*ant. To

xeet se recuirement,, applicant would need to know whether o“"

not itv application 15 granted by about Mareh, 1, 1966

e




» Purpose of the Proposal

The application, if granted, would provide for direc dial
individual line'telephone-service in Desert Center. At present the
only telephone service 1s provided through 10 toll stations furnished'

by The Pacific iclephone and Telegraph Company (five public stations |
and five semiptblic statione) 1/ These are magneto ringing (crank
operated) and require plecing of all local_and toll‘cells.throughv
the San Bernardino'operator of Pacific éompany. Thele'toll stations“'
re sexrved by three circuits and incoming calls are on non-select-ve
:code ringing. Exchange service would provide much mere convenient

and efficient service. Acccssibility to incoming calls would be .

\‘greatly improved including the edvantage of directory listingsninr

- the Ind o directory._

Characteristics of the Ares

" Desert Center is on U.S. Highway 60 70 between Indio and
Blythe. It is approximately L9 miles from Indio and h8 miles from
Blythe. «t is 8 bus stop and a half-way stop for motorists De ers
Center is approximstely 10 miles south of - applicant's Eaglc Mountain
e?change which serves the Kalser Steel Company'° mining and ore '
concentrating ooerations.. The school. district serves both com- -
mnnities. A new schoolhouse in Desert.Center provides part of the
grade school cla srooms for both Tho remsining grade school cls
rooms and the high school are at Eagle Mountain. A school bus'.'
operate~ between.the two communities. The school officials and
teachers favor the estsblishmen of exchange service at Desert
: Cen*e The Eagle Mountain exchange current 1y ras ‘some 400 main '
,tctions and further growth appears to be sssured. However, the

“ ﬂevelopment at Esgle Mountain 13 densc and e.ppearc to have little

-

3/ The number of toll stations reported in the application 15
eight. EHowever, recount by both compariies confirms. the 1O
toll stations as stated above (Staff Exhiblt #1)

_2-'




- effect on growth prospetts at Deser+ Center. The proposed Desert

Center exchange has an area of l-3/h square miles. There are 34

- potential. telephone subseribers. Of tnese 21 have signed apnlica—
tions for teleohone service, contingent upon establishment of - ‘
excnange gexrvice. Applicant believes that Lrom four to six addi ional
upplications will be received, if ang’ when, exchange service .
actually becomes available The only'telephone service in the area j-
at present is provided by 10 toll stations furnished by The Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company This service would be withdrawn o
it Application No. L8112 is granted.- Hhe proposed base- rate area for |
Deserv Center exchange 1ls coterminous with the~exchange boundanyi‘
Business is concentrated in the central and wcstern port*ons, and
nost residences are in the extreme eastcrn portions. The proposed
centrel office site is approximately 3/8 of a mile west of

cenver of the proposed exchange. This site also determines the toll

- ‘rate point for the proposed exchange. The location is not shown on |
 Zxnz Lo1t A attached to the application However, at the reqnest of

the Commission staff, the company nas: furniuhed definition of thiu
location as follows-e A lot approximately 50" x lSO' within the

N l/& of the NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of Section 27, Townsnip 5 s,

Range lS E SBB&M

°rovision of‘Repairs and Maintenance

The only passable road to applicant’s Eagle Mountain
excharge io through 1 nesert Center (U S. Highway 60-70 and Xaiser
Road). Telephone repairs and maintenance for the Bagle Moun*ain
exchange are provided by crews working out of Indio. These seme

crews can conveniently serve the p“op0°ed Desert Ccnter exchangc.f




Proposed Exchange Rates and Subscribver Effects

Applicant proposes to establish the following exchange

rates:

Class and Grade - - | Basic Montbly
of Service . Exchange Rate. -

- Business

Individuel Line $12.50

PBX 'l‘runlc | | 1875

Semipublic ccin box - Rate Per Month 2.55

Minimum per ‘
day $0.

Residence » | | | . ,

Individusl Iine 5 5.60°

. Dial PBX T Trank | o 8. 25
 The above propoeed rates are the same a5 those in applicant’
Bagle Mcuntaln exchange, except that Residence DiaJ Private Branch |
Exchange Trunk service 1s'no* offered in <the Eagle Mountain excharge.”
The present toll station uervice in the area would be withdrawn
upon establishment of exchange aervice Applicanx proposcs to

estaolish tweo public coin atations initially Applicant has three )
applicatione for business individual line service and l8 applica-
tions for residence lndividual line wervlce, and applicant believec
that £rom four to six additional applications (businees and/or

dence) will be received upon establlshment of exchangc oerv:.ce.

Present mipublic toll station subocribers pay & $7. 50 monthly
guaran tee. Hence, they will experience an 1ncrease in monthly
,chafée for exchange service (either as business lndiv*dual line or
coin aemipublic subec*iberc)‘ The applicable rates under exchange

rv ce. are $12.50 rer month“or busine°s indlvidual linc sevvice,'v
, and $9. 75 per month (lncludmng daily'minimum guarantee) ror scmi-‘
public-cein vox. ALl present subseribers to toll utatlon service
have been notified that such uervice would be withdrawn and what
ch&rae would be applicable for exehange sexvice. |
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There has been no obJ ect;on fron any sub,cr*oer. (Staff report is

aereby'mmde)purt of the record 2s Exhibit #1 )
Toll Rates A@plicable

Undcr tOll-utatiOﬁ t*eatmeﬁ cach toll ctatioa is itu own

rate center. The toll rate point location for the nropoeed

evcrange (p*evious 1y defined) 13 central to the group of present ”
toll ctaticns. Applicant has conferred with The Pacific Telephone‘
‘ane, Telegr 2ph Pompeny o determine Nhether any change in to’l cherge,-
to precent toll etamion subwcribers would result from the-p:oposed -
.exehenge treatment. Applicent states that no change in tollﬁ

charges to present toll station subscribers (or non-°ubscriber '
users) will result from granting 1ts anplication. Sample toll
cnarges anplicable to calle from the breposed Desert Center exchange‘

are given beeow-'

First Three Minutes
Station to “Person to-
Station Service Person Service
Route (Day~Except Sunday) (Day, Night & Sundsy)

Desert Center to: . s
Zagle Mountain $ 0.15 . %
Blythe egs

‘ Q

EL Centro .
¢io .201-
Pzln Springs ]
Riverside ‘ .55'
Los Angeles | 0

tN\OH O
SWs8588

N Ao ol I

Directory Listings will appear in the Alphabetical and Classified
°eceion° of the Iﬁdmo Directory. S

-y

- Es txmhted Reouecs of Overgtzon‘

Due to hign relative ucage of toll and toll eeutlement :
effects, appl;cant es timateo & rate of return of 4. 4 for the firct -
' yea* of oneration of the pronoued Deoe*t Center exchange. Th*s

compares favorably with the overall rate of return fo* the Pal& '
_Spriﬁgs-Diviéioﬁ for the year'1964‘(4.18%) | The estimate for -

Desert Center is based on taree business 1ndividual line serviccu: o

.




A-48212

one business extension, 18 residence individual 1ine~services,
+hree residence extensions and two public coin statiens. The
ini+ial investment will be approximately¢h3 5oo.p |

Size of PrOpogod Exchange

The proposed Deeert Center exchange is small in te*ms of

main stations and total company stations (27 total stations " |
estimated for the firot year) However, exemination of filed

| station ~*atistics and exchange maps revesls that there are some
eignt established exchangeg in California with comparable nunbers
¢S total stations, five of which have fewer stations“thén the J
estimated number for-tne proposed exchange. Few of theoe appear
%o Dde as;fnvo:ably'loceted on main highways) with respect to nen-
swoseriber toll usdge or as favorably located in proximity fO 3
much larger exchange for provision of repairs eand maintenancc.,"

(Staft Exhibit #1).

Ex Parte. Dioposition

' The follow:ng steps wexre taken by applicant, loo&ing
toward possmb e ex parte treatment:
. On December 9, 18965 applicant malled copies of its
‘appiigetion to the persons and entities shown on the
"Certificate of Service by Mail" attachcd to itvv '
application. These Include The Pnciric Telephone and
Telegroph Company, Parker Valley Telephonc Company and
Colorado River Telephone Company, three pubiic agcncies '
of Riverside County and the State Division of Forcstry
at Indio. None o* these companies or egencieg have
protes sted the application or ex parte disposition of it.
2.  Applicant conducted & survey bdy perﬂondl contact of all
persons in the area in October 1965, prior to its filinw

|
‘No objections were ralsed. '
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Appl?cant agein persohally contacted all persons in the
ares on Janu&ry 18, 1966 and hended to each a letter and
information sheet covering 1ts proposal and the proposed
exchange rates and sample applicable toll ‘charges.
Present toll station. subscribers were also handed_a,
release formfin connection with Pacific Compaﬁy's.with-
| drawal'of*toilfstat:on-Servioe upon establishmontVof |

 exchenge treatment. The letter states that ex parte

': disposition’nas been requested and‘explains‘theoméooing
of the terms. No verdal protests were zade end no
written communicatione from the areo had been receivod
up to February 3, 1966 (Copies of lettcro, in*ormotion
uheet.;., rcleaso forms and persons and entities coatacted
are included in staff Exhibit #1).

Commission Staff'Invésfigationf

The Coﬁmissionistaff madeta field investigation,on Januvary 10;

1566 and has conferred on verious occasions with-representativesiof
applicant, and representativés,of The Pacific Telephone and |
Telegraph Company. Résults of‘this”investigation‘wére-

set forth"in Exhibit #l - The Commission staff

recommended that the application e granted wi thout modif;catioh .
and without public hearing | |

| :indingo and Conclusione'

The Commiﬂs*oﬁ inds tbht pﬁblic heuring is not
necﬁssary, that eo“*blzshment "of tbe Desert Center excaange,
as set fortn in the upplicatxon iHCIUd&n? ebtao__¢hment of t&e
uOLl = :o point at tne 1ocatmon given by the company,

iz in the public interest; that the proposed exchange wates are

reasonables ana that the resulting toll chexrges, euthor zcd .

N hcroxn, aze. reasonable.
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AL 48112 ds

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Californie Wﬁter &‘Telephone‘Company is‘authorized to

establish the Desert Center Exehange Areca as proposed in the
application. |

2. Applicant is authorized to establish the toll rate
center in the NW 1/4 of the MW 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of Section 27,
Township 5 South, Range 15 East, San Bernardino Base and
MEridian, Riverside County, Califormia.

3. Applicant is authorized to file with this Commission
after the effective date of this order and in conformity with
Generel Order 96-A revised tariff sheets as shown in Exhibit B
1ttached to the application.

4. The euthorization granted herein will expire unlcss
- exercis ed on ox oefore February 2 1967. |
The effective date of this order shall be twency days‘
" after the date hereof

Dated at Sa Franclaco California, this
4% cay of __ MARCH __, 1966.

./ /j/// / // 445&/

~Commissioners




