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Decision No. , 

'BEFORE 'mE, PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE, STp..!E OF C.Al.IFORNIA 

JOHN BAPl~ and ROBERTA 
M. !ARMeR, 

Complainants, 

vs. 

PACIFIC TELEPHONE COMPANY, 
a Corporation, 

Defendant. 

Case No. 8192 

John Barmer and Roberta M. Barmer, in propria persona. 
La~ler, Ferix & Hafr:-Dy Rober~ c. Coppo and 

Orville D. OTr, Jr., for aefendant. 
Kenneth W:O.Tiams" liis,trict Attorney, by 

Donald R. C.a.rroll, for tile COOlnty of Orange, 
San~a Ana, intervene~~ 

01"IN10N -,_ ..... _ ..... -- ~ 
Complainants seek :restoration 0: telephone service at 

461 West South Gate Avenue, Fullerton, California. Interim 

resto:ation was ordered pending further orC:er (Cecision No. 69225, 

dated June 15, 1965). 

Defendant'S answer alleges that on or about May 21, 1965, 

it bui reasonable cau::e to believe that se:vice ,to John: 3arrner, 

unc1e'l: number 525-7914) was being or w.o.s to be usee as an ins t:u-
, ~ 

mentality directly or indirecti'y to "iolate or aid and abet viola-

tion of 'law, and therefore defendant was:equired to disconn~c: 

service pursuan1: t,o the decis,io::.. in Rc Telephone Disconnection, 

4 T Cal. P. U ~ C * 853. 

'!'hClllatte:r was hea.d ~d submitted before Exzminer DeTt101f. 

at Los Angeles on Jan'.lary ll, 1966. 
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By letter of June 17, 1965, the District Attorney of tbe 

County of Orange advised defendant that the telephone under number 

52'5";7914 wa.s being used to disseminate. horse-racing information 'used 

in cO'Dnection with bookmaldng in violation of Penal Code Section 

337a, and requested disconnection (Exhibit 1). 

Complainant, Joan Barmer, testified that he and his family 

will suffer great hardship- if deprived of telephone service; that his 

wife is. employed on 24-hour call asa regis.tercd nurse and must have 

telepl'lone service. . Complainant admitt~d that be, was' arrested for 

bookmaking and paid a $1,000 fine and that be' is on probation .. 

Complainant stated, hO"l1eve:-, that he did' not engage" in . 

any bookmaking, that he has great need for telephone. servie~, ancl 

he d~dnot and will not use the telephone £or.~ny unlawful purpose. .. 

An investigator for th~ District Attorney of Orange CountY, 

testified th:J.t he was present at'" the arrest of' the -complain3.rlt 

John Barmer and observed recorded 'bets,on tbecomplainantRs kitchcD 

ta.ble, and that complainant, at· that ti:ne, stated to him that, he had 

been calling bets in,- take.n from. a friend-, but that he was -not get-

·ting any commission.-· !lle investigator introduced into evidence a 

copy of the probation order suspending imposition of .. sentence, Case 

No. C-15673, against John Richard Bamex', the complainant herein'~ , 

(Exhi.bit ' 2). 

We find that defendant·' s action was based upon reas~nablc ' 

. cause; we further find that the. evide.nce discloses the telephone 

was used. for, boolaoa!dng purposes contrary to law and . should be 

disconnected. 
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ORDER ------
II IS ORDERED that complainant ',$, request for -restoration 

of telephone ser.viee be denied and that the temporary interim 

relief gxanted by Decision No. 69225, dated June 15, 1965, is, 

vacated. and set aside. 

IT' IS FURTHER ORDERED 1:hat, ,upon the expiration of sixty 

days after the effective date hereof, complainant may file an ap

plication withtbeutility for telepbone service and that, if such 

application is £il~c1, The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company 

shall install telephone service at complainant's residence at 

461 West South Gate Avenue, Fullerton, California, such instal

lation 'being.s'Ubjeet to.al1 duly authorized rules and regulations 

of me telepboneeompany and to the existing. applicable law~ 

The effective date of this order shall'be t'Wentydays 

after 'the. date hereof. 
Datedat &n ~ , California, this_""",6_~ __ '_@_: __ _ 

day of._· __ ~J -:M;::;,A.;;.:.;R;.;;.C.;,;.Ii __ , 1966. 


