Decision No. 70535 - ‘ | on‘ﬁaNA!’ |
| BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

- Io the Matter of the Application of )

dIGHLAND PATTON: BUS LINES, INC., For ; ~ Application No. 48074
Anthorxty to Increase Cextain Fares. (Filed Nbvembcr 22 1965)

- OPINION AND ORDER

Highland Patton Bus Lines, Inc. (applxcant) provides passen-
’ger bus service in the northeasterly part of the City of San Bernardxno ﬂ
qnd the suburban communities of Del Rosa, Patton (a State HOSpital

site), and nghland The City of San Bcrnardino is served also by

| the San Bernardino Mnnicipal Transit System. Applxcant seeks herein
‘authormty to increase certain fares.
| A transportation engzneer on the Commisszon s staff has.
made & study of applxcant s oPeratlons which study is hereby made a
part oE this record as Exhibit Nb. 1. | '

The present £are structure, in effect cince 1960, is based
on a three-zone system. The adult cash fare is 20 cents for a single-
zone ride plus S cents for each addltional zone. The fare for chlld-

ren under 12 ycars of age Is 20 cents for ome or more zones.. Applicant -

_zlso prov1des a student fare of 10 cents for a sznble-?one rlde plus E

one cent for. each additxonal zone. |
Applzcant seeks authoritf to increase the adult cash fare |

to 25 cents, with 5 cents addxtxonal for each addxtxonal zone, and to “t

raise the fare for chmldren to 25 cents, and the student fare to 15

cents. for travel in ome or more zones.

| Transfers betwecn the carrier's three lines are free. Thc:c :

ic no transfer ox joint fare arrangement with commecting carriers.

Prlor to July 1 1965, the Sam Bexrmardino Unified School sttr;ct

provided school children living more than speeified mxnimum distances
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from‘school with free bus tickets purchased from applicant. The

school board increased the minimm distances on July 1, 1965, thereby

elrmlnatlng approxzmately three-fourths of the school-paid student

Lransportatu.on revenue -

Applicant s operating equipment consists of{tweive'motor

coaches. Eight motor coaches are assigned to the regular1y~scheduled

runs, and the remaining‘four are used in school and charter operatxonS'

The average age of the equrpment is 18 ycers.

The staff study includes estimates of results of cperatzon

for a rate year ending December 31 1966 under present and’ pr0posed

fares. The following table includes these results.

To show the .

cffect of the action of the school board in respect to school-paidf

student tickets, the actual results for the year ended 0ctober 31 ﬂ«

1845 are also shown.

Bus Miles Qperated.

aevenue

ulE
Children
School Tickets

Charter
Other
Total‘Revenue

SXDenses
Eperatxng Expense
Operating Taxes
NDepreciation

Total Expenses

Net Befbre~Income Taxes

income Taxes
Net Income (Loss)

Operating Ratio
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It 1s clear from the above table that the expenses'eill
exceed the revenues under either the present or the proposed faies.

The public 1s informed of the applicant’ s prOposal €o in-
~crease fares, CoPies of the application have been sent to- the Cityi
of San Bernardino Common Council, the San Bernardino COunty-Counsel
and Board of Supervisors, and the San Bernardino Unified School
District. Public notice was given by anmouncements posted in the.
buses and terminals of applicant. Noaprotestsfhave beenyreceived;

It is appaseht that immediate relief is necessafyiand that

nganting of the sought increase will not enable applicant to opefate‘
"at a profit although ic will reduce the loss. In the circumstances,‘

the Commissxon finds that the proposed fare ineroase is Justificd

We conelude that the application should be granted. A public hea;ieg»

is not necessary. | o
In view of thesopetating IOSS‘being,experienced, applieaht
will Be-authorized-to'establish the increased fare oe ffve'da]s’
notice and the order which follows Will be made effective in ten eays.
Therefore good causé appearing,-
IT IS ORDERED , |
1. That Highland Patton Bus Lines, Inc. 1is hereby authori~
. on not less than five days' notice to the Commissxon and to the pub- \
lic, to establish the increased fa*es proposed in Application
No. 48074. | | |
2;‘ That, in addition to the required posting and filing of
tariffs, applieaatishall.give notice to the peblic by posting_inits:"
buses.and-termiaals a o:inted‘explanation of the fare‘inereaseg”¢8uch[
noticevshall'Be posted mot. less than £ive days‘before the effective‘d
date of the fare change and shall remain pOSced until not less than

twenty days after said etfective date.
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3. That the authority granted in paragraph 1 above shall expire
unless exeréised,within}six:y days alter the effeétive-daté’of this
oxder. | o

The effective date of th;s order shall be ten days after |
the date hereof. !

Dated at

Qnm.mhco ’ Ca'lifo‘mia,i this

éa‘g ‘day of - t APR“—

Commissibners

ing
Commis.»ioner ?otor Ee Mif.choll. be
necessarily absent, did not parv.:l.cipat.e
in the di po.;ition of 'l‘.his procceding. =

-xl
! .




