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" OPINION

A duly noticed public hearing was held before Examiner ¥'
Power in San Francisco on September 3, 1964. The matter was j
svbmitted on briefs, all of which have been received. |

The {ssue in the present proceeding is whether the
Southern Pacific Company has wrongfully comsoilidated its two
passenger trains on the Ogden Route of that company. These. .
treins were, respectively, Nos. 101 and 102, the "City of Ssn
Francisco" and Nos. 27 and 28, the "Overland".

It is alleged by the Order to Show Cause that Southern
Pacific has violated the Commission's Gemeral Order No. 27-B,
particularly thac‘portion of the genmeral order quoted below:

"IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that whenever

a change in time table is to be made by a railroad

corporation.-which will effect a reduction in the

nusber of passenger trains om any main line ox

branch Linc oF 1ts railroad, or which will effect

a reduction in the amount of passenger train

service rendered at any station on its rallroad,

such railroad corporation must submit to this
ComuZssion, at least twenty (20) days before the
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change is to become effective, an approximate

time table outline showing its proposed

reduction. in sexvice and set forth the reasons

for such proposed reduction in service. 4

notice to the public of such proposed new time

schedule oxr reduction in service shall be posted

in all trains that will be affected by the pro-

posed change or changes in 2ll stations along

the line affected where an agent is maintained for

a period of at least twenty (20) days prior to the

effective time of the proposed reduction in

sexrvice." (Ewmphasis added.)

Southern Pacific stipulated that the service had been discontinued
and that no notice thereof had beén given either to this Commi. s~
sion or the Interstate Commerce Commission.

The Oxder to Show-céuse herein refers to the
discontinuance of the Overland trains. However, what actually
occurred was a consolidatioﬁ since the services to Denver,
Colorado, Kansas City and St. Louis, Missouri, forﬁerly‘performed

'by the Overland, were continued by the City trains after the
discontiﬁuance of the Overlend. Respoﬁdenc moves the City caxs
to Ogden, Utah. From that station, the Union Pacific Railroad
Company moves them to Omaha, Nebraska and Kansas City, Missourdi.
From Omaha the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific takes the
Chicago cars on to that city. From Kansas City the Wabash
Railroad takes the St. Louis cars on to that city.

The evidence shows that 80 percemt of the passemgers
on these trains had‘origiﬁ or destination east of Ogden. As a
result the operations of the Unfon Pacific must be comsidered.
Union Pacific has combined three of its Los Angeles trains, the
City of Los Angeles, the Challenger and the City‘of St. Lbuis.‘
On the public timetable of April 1964 all three trains arc shown
with ddeaticel timeS‘indicated‘fér cach station. On the

operating timetable'only the City'of Los Angeles is showm, it
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being the_survtving'train. In pegk travel times’this tréin
opérates in two sectioms, ét other tiﬁes in one. The City of
San Franciseo operates in one section. However, whén‘more‘than
24 cars have to be moved it isvdivideé into two. In 1964 this
" happened seven times westbound, and once eastbound
As a result ~one ecastbound train leaves Oakland and
another leaves Los Angeles. Arriving at Ogden, Utsh, the equip-
ment is pulled apart and two new trains are made up, oné'for |
St. Louis, ome for Chicego. lwestboﬁnd this process is reversed.
The Union Pacificfs westbound trains from Chicago amd St. Louis
arrive in Ogden twenty minutes epart. The eastbound trains
leave Ogdén £ifteen minutes apart. |
‘It is clear that any attempt o imcrcase the time

interval between the schedules of the City of San Francisco and
the Overland must, of mecessity, inflict somé"inconvénience | |
upon passenge*s traveling east of Ogdcn by increasing the Ogdep
1ayover for some of them.

| Southern Pacific Company has been trying to discon-
tinue the Overland trains for several years. On August 25, *960
it petitioned the Interstate Commerce Commission for authority to
consolidate the same two trains (Finance Docket No. 21255)
This was denied (312 ICC 437). Thereupon Southern Pacific
commenced another proceeding, Fihance:Docket No. 21946,‘séeking‘
in the latter docket the diScontinuance of the Overland. o
Number 21946 was commenced on Fébruary 5, 1962; As a practical
matter this was 2 relitigation of tﬁe issue-in 21255. ‘Howevef,‘
this was technically not‘true-as-the ICC pointed out in its 3

decicion,
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In Finance Docket 21946 the ICC handed down its

decision on July 6, 1962. It was served on July 1l6th. It
permitted the Southern Pacific to diécontinue the OVérland
except dﬁring two seasons. These were the summex seasoﬁ,
June 14 through Labor.Day‘and the Chriétmas and'NéW'Yéar's.Day
holidays, December 22 :ﬁrough January 2. 'This operati§h~was )
ordered-to‘be continued for a;peribd of ome year from the date
of the decision. |

Southern Pacific actually continued the scasonal | |
operation through the summer of 1963 and the Christmaé hélida}s_
of 1963-64. When thé time came for the summer renewal’ih‘1964:'
Soutbern Pacific simply did not renew it as a separate,tréi@g'-
It was~its;po§ition_tha£ fhere was 1O "change in timetable“t‘
no "reduction in the number of passénger tratns"‘and;certaiély
o "reduction in the amount of passenger train service''. The

 timetable and thevservice in effect on Jume 13 rémainéd'in j‘
effect on June 14. o |

Whiicvno officlal timetable was filed with the
Commission indicating commencement of operation of thenQvérland
as a separate train effective Jume 14, 1964, the company hasx
conzigued to advértisevoperatiOn of the 0ver1and'in its pubiic.
timetables on the same schedules as the City of San Francisco

on & year-around*ﬁasis.’ While technicalily theré‘has been 2 |
reduction in the}ﬁumber of‘suhmer seasonal péssengcr trains on
June 14, 1964, tgere bas not been z reduction in the,éﬁotht of
passenger train servicé;’since the consolidated trainlprovides |
the same service to all statioﬁé'at the séme times and in the

same manner as was provided by a separate Overland traim. It
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follows that no useful purpose would be served'by:ordering:the
operation of two trains during'the‘summer season on the same
identical schedule when ome traim with second sections as needea.
will accommodate all of the patronage and provide the same
sexvice to the publié. o

The Commission finds that:

1. ©Prior to Janwary 2, 1964, Southern Pacific Company
operated its oﬁerland‘Traiﬁs Nos. 27 and 28 from Oakland,
California to Ogden, Utah aud Teverse, om a seasonal ba sis
from June 14 to Labor Day azd from Decembexr 22 to the ensuing
Janwery 2. _

2. After Janwary 2, 1964, Trains Nos. 27 and 28‘were |
discontinued and, on June 14, 1964, they were not revived as.
separate trains. |

3. Southern Pacific Company failed to give notice of
its intention nor to revive Traims Nos. 27 and 23 as separate: trains
on June 14, 1964, either to the\Incersﬁaﬁe Commerce Commissioh

or to this Commission and othexs to whom hotice'is required P

to be given by the Commission's Gemeral Oxder —
No. 27-B. |

4. No useful purpose would be served by ordering the
operation of separate seasonal Overland trains when the

consolidated trains of the City of San Francisco-Overland wi:h




L. 7955 4s ’

second séctions as needed will accommodate all of the patronage
and provide the s-ame‘. sexvice to the public.

Southern Pacific Company is‘admonished.to'adhefe in
the future to the provisions of Gemeral Ordér No. 27-B in £iling
timetablelnotice of changes in service.

The Commission concludes that Case No. 7955 should
be discontinued. | |

IT IS ORDERED that Case No. 7955 be, and it hereby
is, discontipued,

- Dated at - Sen Franeisco , California, this
At T day of ADDY] , 1966.

Lty

... Pre#{dent




