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Decisionl' No. 
I 

,I 

70646 

", I,I' 

'1"' . 
·,,1 

'I .~ I 

.'il;' ." I •• ,' ' 

::~... ; t .... , .' • i " .:' " 

It,. : J,~~;:. .... tr , ., .... ,1 • ", , 

BEFOREi'THE PUBLIC' UTILIt:IES COMLlISSION :'OF TBESTATE,' OF, CALIFORNIA :' 
, ! .' I ' ":).:,'. "'" ,.' • 

I ' ': ,1" 

Investigation into the status, saf~ty, ) 
maintenance, use 'c'lnd protection or ~ 
closing of the, following crossi:lgs :0£ 
the Southern Pacific Company in the 
City of Santa Fe' Springs: : CrosSi~S ~ 
Nos. BK-S01.7 ,BKA-499.0" BXA-499. ,. ):, 

: ' 

Case No. 8264 

! Ita.nd~lph Karr an.d''W'alt A.I Steiger, 'by" Walt A., 
Steiser ,for Southern, ,lPacific Company:;, ' " " 
W11b.am Camil:"for City of Santa Fe.spr1ngs; 
respondents. " ",i " " ' " 

G. 'R. Mitchell, for Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, i.n:l:erested', 'iparty .. 

Elmeas,trom a.'O.d'W. F .. Hibbard, for'the:, 
S1.on s't.af£. ' i: '" ' 

I','" ,'1 

.. "" 

OP I:N I'ON ..... - -:'~ - ~",-' 
," ,1< 

, ' 

i ru.sp~oceed1ng is' all investigation:by' the:C~ss1on~on" ". 
]' • ,~, I ,I' .' :--:.. '- , '. , " ""1 " . '. • '.. 

its own motion into the status , safety,' maintenance, use'and~ pro-
I ,,,, , ' 

tectiotl., or closing: of three crossings of"Sot1the~ P~cif!c:,Comp~y' " 
I I' - ". ' 

I ,,{ 

(SP) in the City o,f Santa" Fe Springs:: (City), namely> crossing:':," 
~., " . ~ . , .' I 

• ',' ,'T"~ 

i I ""'I', 

No,. BK-S01.7 (Aloudra 'BoUlevard)·,. Crossing No .. BKA~499,.O·'(Florence 
I· ,,:.1 ." I 

Avenue) kd ',Crossing No.. BKA-499 .. i ,(Pion~er Bo~l~ard);,' 
i The purposes o£ the 1nvest1gat:t~n,', as:s~t:forth::::tn.: the 

. .! : ' "I ' :' .: '. .:,1' '," . '. ," ",'< 

Order Inst1tuting :Invest1gat:[on are:' to' de:termine: 
I L • 'i. " I • 

1. i Whether :or nottbe public: health,. safety ,and ,welfare 
; '" ".",,":: ..., .::" :;.' • I, '" " •• ,':,-<': .".:'. :.,' . ,_ .,' 

re~e: reloeation,widening, 'closir.gor other alteration, of 'said " 
I " '<. ' 

eross:tn8~ or require installa.tion:. and 'mainterumceof, additi~~al:' 
, ; ;. • r :: , :: " t, '" ": ::.' ",",.,: I.,' 

or improved protective dev1ees.'at:said crossings;:, 
• '" ! " .1,' . I' , 

2~: tVhether, if, any Jfthe abo~~ shou.l'd' be'done, on what i" ' 

':;: : .. ,,'; ,! " , ", :1:, ">:.,' " "., :,,',', ,', ,,' .i, " 

tems such shall 'be' done;t 'and to iake such ap~ortio:lment,:,of, costs ',' 
~ 1 : I ·t I '\' : ,. 'II , ,'. ,1 ,.'. .: . _ ' '. <, '., 

among tlle affected" parties. 'as may: appear just· and·' reasonable';':" , " 
I 
,I: 

.. ; 
J'. ' 

'i 

•• ' " ' J '.': ~' " , 

'. ::, 

., \ 

, ,.... '" ('., ~ 
.",' 

,', 



\ '\ 

e,·, 
, ' , 

·1 I' 

'. ' , " 

, ' 
" .:'. 

":", 

3. :i Whether cmy oeher":orde~or",\ orders that-may ,be:',a~propr:t~te" 
in the 1~1 exercise of the Comm1s'~ion t s': j~isd:[<:t;[On;sl1ould:'~>:' . ' 

, ,'1" • "~I ','t, . 

',1 " 

issued., 
i' . 

, I\BY said o~der~ SPand City : are made, respondents:in,·the:' >" 

proeeed1ns~_ 
, ' 

'!' II " • '. , .. ," • • "'.' • 

:Pub11c hearing was' held before-Examiner Bishop at 108, 
I .' II • , " 

f.nge1es on, Nov~16, 19651, Evidence ~as'presented:bY'the:: 
I " , . " . 

Commission!,t S staff, SP", the City and the ,Brotberhood'-o{Locclmotive ," 
I ' ,I " 

Engineers .\1 :, ,", '. " 

" ,. I' . 
Alonera Boulevard:: ' 

1:t ass~:Late transportation :engineer fromthe:~ommission t's:",' 
\: " ' ' ,',. ,', :;.' 

staff testified C01lcer:ni.ng his study of 'this c:rossing.;From' his', . 
;\ l~':, "', ", " ,., ", 

presentation andtbat of the'director ofpubl:Le'works:o~the City 

of Santa F~, Springs the fol1o~~ug facts were 'diselos~d: " ' 
\ " . . \ ' 

Tillis crossing is loc:atedon the Santa Ana.:Branch,of ,S? 
l ~ t, I, .1: " 't ,. .;: " . ' • , .. ' • • ~ ,'0, , ',". I I " .-

a short d1s1:anee west: of the· Aloudra: Boulevard overp'aSs of Santa ... 

Ima Freeway ~ The' rai~oad, being p~a{lel:: to the freeway,. i crosse:s 
':' ""'. l .. , ", .... , •. ,It ... , ..... . 

Aloudra on the diagoual~ nortm~esterlY and ~utheast~lY~-,,::,: .. , 
'I '.:: • " , . ' .,',.. . .... , .... .-

A \1965- tr~f:tc count,'! showed. 9,200 vehicles "per,' day using 
I : ' " ,I " "j :" " ., 

the crossing,. According to the afore,said director ~ this repr~sent$, 
II I ~ I, • ' 

an increase of approxima.tely 7 ,:'000 vehicles . in. the:~la:st,",tWo;or 
, , \' I • 1

1
",<" '::', " ,_, ,I,:" .... ,.,.: .'" ::,',' 

tb%ee years. i 
I , 

FoUrteen trains . per ctay pass' over the' crossing', 'all! o·f 
, 

',: wbich are £r~ight trains. There is onetbrough train in each .'. 
; . . " ,;'," ..... 

. direction. The remainder are engaged ,.in switchi1l8 operat:[ons. 
',I .. , " 

Between said crossi.ng, and the freeway overpass Marquardt 
Avenue extends southerly fro~ Alondra~ It crosses the Sauca 
Ana Branch at gr.ad~ a short: G.istane~ south of Alondra. That 
grede c.ro,$sing is outside the lit:dts of Santa Fe' Springs and,is' . 
not here in issue. .... , '. ." 

" '. .., . , '~ , .-" . 

".-; ',-

< ~ , 

. . ~ , 
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" "" 

I,.r,'", 

,;:' :.', ... 

Maxilxrom ~ssible:, speeds ~ver the crossing are 30and'4.>1niles.:' ..... 
'\ . :': ,'. " .. >' ":"" : ' . 

per hour for traiz, and highway vehicles,' respectiveli~ 
I ... • • 

The present p~oteetion at :.the crossi.ng consists: of two, 

Standard No. 8 flashing, ligh1t ·signals~· 
, , 

Visibility of southbotmdtrd.ns approaching. the':cros'sing . 

is restricted by buildings, fences', and vehicle, par1d.Og.~orth'of··' 
I '.' '. 

the crossiDg and adj:acent,to"I,the railroadright"()£~~ai.· ,Th~'v:lew 
I ' '1, \. 

I . 1,~ 1,'1' , • , . . . ',' . , ,'. ",' , I, . I; , .' ~ 

to 'the south is unrestr1cted£or 'the eastbound'driver,',but:fromthe',. 
I' . ,~ . .'- 'C ..' • 

opposite direction is partially restricted' by an' industrial' '. 
, I,.," . ::..... "'. ," ' .... > . .',' "':.:' ..... " . ,,' 

- ,"" 

property and by' freight ears ;on a siding.' For'westbourid:dr:tvers, 
. ' i ' .j • '," ~." < ' • , , • '", , ' .' • '. ,,\ ~ , , , ' 

the approach to the crossing is' obscured .by :,the' elevate.d<.()verpass' . 
i'I, . I ".' . ,C' : ':". .'.:' :'.-:':'. _ .. " .. ':' .. : __ "'.-' .' 

of the' intervening Santa hla· freeway ',aud~at certain,·times"of-the· 
• " I j' • , _. 

year, by the setting sun. A £urtber'bazard':Ln the approach ,frOm.'., 
I • ,'. "' "" " 
\ , "'" '. 'I" " ,:.", 

the east is :due to the narrow:Lug. of the pavement, from.<· four lanes " , 
, I,; " " I ,';: '\- ' .' . 

to- two lane~, between tbe aforesaid 'Marqua:rdt~ Avenue. and: the ' 
. .. , ..... :, .- ',. 

, crossing .are~~ by reaSon of, which two" lan~s~f westbound'tr8.£fie, .', • 
, .". I "j 'I .••. ' . 

!I • • " '," " I ,<.,'. <. . , . < I ,- , , • '., ... • ~',' 

are forced into one lClne just prior to-crossing tbe railroad.. ' The_ 

staff engineer also noted. overactivatio'O; of· thefl.as~~'i:[ght.,. . 
. 1\" . ,'j. :' " ,.:' " • L,' • .. :, • ,.,::' ,I' :\,:. .,1<;"., ',' ',. 

signals at the crossiDg.,,- caused by S'Witch!ngioperationsinthe" ' 

vicinity. 

During the fiv(l'-year period precedi~ the' date: .ofthe 
1 • • -

. hearillg thex:e had been five accidents 'at the Alondra cr~'~'s1ng. . 
\ ' . ,:. ' :, I, .. ' . " ;,' ',.' '., . 

''Xbe fuse of '\these:. on: September 15:. 1960 resUlted in ,a .£atality~" 
" , .' \ : . \ . " ~ , ': '::' " , ' "', ' '. " : ., , 

, In each of the next· three accidents tbere was :,an injury" ~ .. and,~.in 
, " , .)' . ,,', 

tbe last (JanUary a., 1965) only:, property damage.' 
I ' :" ',: ' I:,' 

Tb.e!staff witness recOmmended :that:'.I' . 
.I- . -': :. - ", ': ' .. ' . ' . .. 

(a): '!he Alondra crosSing,and approaehesthereto-.be\ 
1 • ", • , 

. . I· . ,,' ,. ' .. ' 

widened tot:b.e ultimate width:, of 80; feet,,: from Marquardt: 
. 1 .:~ " ,!, ".;' ; ; • ,'. "" ,<:. 1:,/ ~'. ," '.,', ','", : . 

Av~-on, the east to a. poiUt;approxi'aiatelySOO: fee6'~wes.t,:.· " '" . 
,I '; " ' :. II • " :' • , ,~ .:' • • ,.1 " " • ',' " '. ' 

, ':1 !'. , ,'. ". '_' "". >." 
, '".,' jI, I:" 

, '1 

\ 

-' . 
. " 

, " '. ,. ,~' . 
',I' • 

i , ' 



I 
~ I 

,~.: .. 

" . ,", . ',' 

. '.' " 

',(, , 

of . the: crossing, and ~o center, ;'islands be,eoustructed 
, ! 

su1t~le for instaliin€):Standard'No~ g:'£1ash:l:ng:l lights '., 
,~ 'I 1 ~, ( , : ,,". " ' • ',' 

with a;lltomat:t~.! gates; cbst' ofwideniugr the pavement ' , . 
'" 

'. . 
and 'constructUtg the' is~ands to: be b0r1?-eby the,city; 

cost;: of, preparing the '. tia~k' t~', receivk 'paving" itt' :the:" 
: \ " \' " I. , I • " 11 " " ;,,'~ 

portion. of thc:street t6'be wic1ehea t(),{bEf'borneby St>.~ 
I . I:' I,', ",,"<. 

I I '\ • .':"', .. ' " , ,';' ,! 

: (1)) The existing '~tatidardNo. 8". flashing: ~:Lght's 
Ii" ',: 

be relOcated at' their n.ew curb, locatiotl.S~ two.' additional :.' 
" I ' , , . " 

\, i, "., I ". ,: ,~:, . < ' '', • • • " ':,' , 

Standard No~ S. flashing lights be installed' on the" 
, T IL ' : '", " I • • < ," . " 

eeutu!islands, the flashixiglight signals to: be' ' 
\ \' • ';" ': I ',:,1,'" ,/ 

supplemented with automatic. gates~ ancl'::the automatic" 
I I ,:' ' \ I. ,', , • 

crossl:ing; protection be c~ntrolled~\ by adl~quateelectronie:" 
devices< to elimi.nate overactivation; the ~t:l.reinstal-, "" 

~ \ I" 1:
'1

, :,' • I .. :1' :' , . ," , .' . 

latio~n cost '\mder this Paragraph to' be' .~pportioned :50' ,,, .' 
I I I I I 

, ! 

percelltito SP and 50 percent to the·city. 

S1" s assistant division engineer tes,tified that the 

estimated' ~t.ns.tallation cost of. the' in~e8.sed'protection recommended . 
: I,.' ." I '. ,i" 'I ::. .. • 

by the ~ta££ 'i for the Alondra crossing.::[s$16;':550~. ThiS"does: 'uO;t .", 
. . i ~: .,' .) \, ' . : !," : ~ i: : : ,:., " _ :, ,~, _',' 

include any crf the cost of the';recommended' mrprovementsembraced, .... 
, '.::. I' . '. I ,'" ,. , : •• \:, ,','" ~,,~., ".' •• ' ,~,:, .. < '~ :'-"':',',::,," ·r,,'; .~: ,. '\ .,' .,-' 

by paragr~:hi (a)~abovc:. A:cnualma.inteIl8X1Jcecost .:was-"est1ma~ed:at", 
., I ' .,':' ,.".' .. ,.<: " 

$840. : i . , ""." , ' " ". ' 
I', I" '. 

'Xh~. staff, engineer had based~b.iS: reeomm.e~dati~n for the:' , 
, ': :'. I:. I, . , ~ < :', • , • ' • I,,:, . " ~',', ","' 

widening of\Alondra to,' 80 feet on hi's' underst~mding.tha{CttY" ., 
j. ' ~. .' . I " .! ; . ' ' • I,: ' , " , .!; . .' ... ,! '.:" • 

.' planned to' dol this ~ in: tmy event ~ in about foUr' years. .• The>?' .. 
'I:" . ), _ \.~., ',;,.: . I'i. . ' . ( , , '. .' " '. " ~, i I • " ",', 

directox: testified that the wideni:lgofAlondra is:'.'f.ar down on , .... 
• ,', \ ,I :,', .;, ':" '\ ,., ., 

Cityrs priorlty list of"proposed street 'ampr~ement's, ·and.tb.at·,~ . 
l :~' r, ;' ~ ,': .. : " ~":':, -( " : .. :'" it '. ' " :., "':"',",.', <> 
because of the greater, \l1"gency of '.'otherpx:oj'ec,ts~ it 'Would,be' . 

. , I ' , ' , . ,'., 

four 'or fi~e. icars before the widenin&'of Aloridra could be . 
I . \ • . . • ", '.. : ,( ,:. ....• ':, . ' ..• ' . ~ , "" ..... " , 

commenced. ':It appears:alsO' that City' do:eS:no:t~:,have"title ·to:~,the'. 
: i ",,' \ ,', .' 'r' .:~';'~ .. ' ':. < .. ' ,.,"'" r 

, '1. ' 
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,I 
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I 
I 
I 
I, 

.' -, '.' 

.. ,' 
"'.1 

....... '.' 
,,'" ,.J , 

land w~ch\:~OUld be involved in' the~denit1g ofAlO~dx:a',to::80f~et • 
~. j,.. .":' {. ,i' . " -', . . , ".' .. ", 

for the ~f-recoDlmended distance of SOO, feet wes~O£'~he,cros~i.~;:', ~ 

t..cquis1tiotl costs would be involved as well as the cost,of paving~-:- .':': . 
•• ' '\ ' , ,\1"":' \ \' '" 1'1 . - .,', ,'.' , -', ': ,':' "'~: ... ,', ,. " . . 

the director .agreed~ that when thest'reet i.swidened' additional 
I . '~ . , , . ' ,...., . 

protection '[Will be needed at:: tbecrossing berein ,issue-..;,It,' was 
• , . ! \. .; . ~; :', ',1,. ., . . ' 

his opinion'that '00 addition:a~ protect1on' lshould:,be ·requ!redat: •. ' 
i \ > . ,: :.,;, ;: ., ' -• .:: :. ':", ~ .' .: ,,'" : _,,::1 ',>. ,,\" ,,, . ,,' '" 

said cross1ltlg at the. presenttitlie.butthat',iftheCorimdS:s:[ou ." . - . : I '" ,,", " .. '.", ,,-, .. ," .. ' 
should order the installation of crossing,.gates said'improvement 

, . I, !. ~ , '. .': i _ ;' , : ',,' .," ':,' " . , ", .:' ", . . -' '. ',' I- ' • , , I ••. ', .. ' '. 

should be accomplisbed ~r.l1:hout widening tbe:pa.vementand",without· 
. i ,:", ',;".'. "', .... ' '.,;,.,.-. ·,3/;:' 

ebangiug'the locations of the present:: flash1ng:light s:tgnals'~:- . 
, .j , '. 

:., I" _ "" 

, The cbairman of the Cal:tfornia. State. ·tegis:lative Board 
,:: \" ..... ' :. --:, , " ,:, ' .. . '",:: ',' - .:.--: ''','' 

of the Brotberhood of Locomotive Eng:[neers,,: 'an .. ititerested'party' '. 
, ' \. . .,'. ":::, " . ."'. '.:' ',' ""., 

in. this proc:eed1ng~ testified:' concerning .the needfor·.,impr0V'ed;<·,· 
:1 \~ ." . ,.) ::'~ ,::.~, . ,> ' ':-,." ,,<~, ,'" .', ," .,.'."' .-",' 

protection at the Alondra crossing;. He had,personally':'observed·;: ." 
i ~ , ' " ':1' h , ,. ' : ' ." , ·1 

, ,. " " " , , ,I • ' . '~ , . 

on several occasio11S~ vehicUlar traf£:tc ·atsaid.crossing:.when, ' 
. ':, II" .:, ,i':' ", .. ' _. "',' .. ;:. ,", ": >' , . 

ttains were l,approacb.ing:.H!s, observation, both. at this crossing., 
., ,I 1 .', , ' 1 '. '., 

, ~ \ ' I:, ';, " I . .. • • \ ", .' 

and many others. disclosed that where'\cross1ng: gates.. are:.not 
; :.. " . .'. ',: \ I "'. , ••. ' , .. ' , .',' 

provided·~I~b though flashing light signals:. are in operation, " 
, -; ; '," ' i: "',i, :; ;, . ,.,..,:: ... "" " , :~" ,.:>:'",'''' , , 

drivers take! chances'in' cross:Lng 'i1n front of, an approachiDg train i 
,'. 

'. "i I' ',::. -' '. ',I.: ' " ' 
and there: ,ar~ many ne,ar-misses~.It' is,: the position' of':his ',' 

organ:i%atibn~ he' s4id·~tha.t· crossing g~tes, should·:.be' 'i~~aii~Ct ; at • 

the Alondra ~oss1ng to eliminate this:.h.Uzard: 
: J ;, ',' , :, : • : ' , ~ • : >' '. :: I , ' , ' , II 

It 1,:18 apparent from the record':.\.that'thest:a£f:,recoxmnen~'··· 
I • \, • 'I:, ' " "~I, Ii: " J ".: :': ,," '. ,) 

dation that AJ.ondra be w1de'Ded: to: the 'full'width' of':·SO feet;,. 
'I \ ' ..' ' .. : " :'. • '." Ji~ ',: ',' :,,':',. '~ . . "'. . ':... ,."," 

concurrently with the installation of' fmProved crossing: • protection " 
~;' ,', , r • I;" ' , , \, . ' 'J 

!l According;; to- anexhib1tintroduced~ by: the:, director, :,the cost., of 
land aCquisition. 'engineeri~ and . cionstruction" of ,the widened,; , . 
highwayw.as estimated: at $165-,330'. ' , .: .' '- ,. 

i :' '. '. ~, '" , ' 

The staff: witness expressed the opinion that even if, City: was:" . 
unable currently to widen: Alondra,.: crossing gates should,- be: ' 
installed~ ':.. . "" 

,;1, 

.Ii 
i< I' ,. 

!i'1 

I 

-5 ... : 



. C. 8264 dse 
,. ~ 

: ; ! ,\" , ", ' ,: 

; 1". ',' • I :,'.. ',' " 

is simply I~designed,to' accOmplish'now in the way 'of,' street, improve:-
i :, ", 

: I J ", ',' _" , ".' 

ments 1,,:1, the vicinity of,. and over, the' crossing' what' City:intends, 
'i " . " . '. 

to do at ~ later d.1.te. Howeve~, th~'record: also'discio~e"s,that' 
the acquisition by City of the property: ne~eSSaryfOrsUei"Wi~~xi:l.ng . 

\ " • . 1\)' .", .'. 

would place a burden on ~he ,:municipality which' it' iSinot> now " 
:: ,J' ': _ :,'. _'I ;":, ',', ' ",i '. .' ",_ <, ,.', '. .':-,", _ .. , 

prepared to, assWle" and which publiC', safety does> not:appear,to, 
" I" I ' '', ' ,,"',' " , " • :,'" ,: ' ',' ,~" ' 

require ':, at :',this' time. ' ~ 
i 'I .. ' 

We find:;::that: 
" 

1. ,Public safetY, co:tVen1enek, andnecess:[ty require 'that, " 

the AloDdra Boulevard' crossing 'here'in l :ts~ue '(Cros's1nSNo.'13K-S01 .. 7)' 
,.. (, I 

..... 

be im-p.roved by, supplementing the existing,Stand:ardNo.~ s: flashing' ",' 
I • , •• I t' • 

.. 
I,' 

" " : . . .. '. . , ." \ 

light s:tgnal.sw:Lth automatic " gates, the automatic: protection, t;~ , be·'.' 
" ; , , :, • \ • ' : : .' :1' " "," ." '. ;.; ;~ '. . :,',; .' .:~"'" , , • ' , I '" , ,. ,'~ ,: 

controlled ":by aclequate electronic clevicesto' elu:d:nateover~'n . 
,I I ", ': '. 'I', ... ". ":.. , .' 

activatI6n., ': : .' 
, """ 

2~ ,The cost:of11lst,alla:t:ton '~d maiutenance of: sa:[d 
i '. ,i. '. ""', ;; . 

improved protection, should be' apportioned :~'s" follows,: .... ,. SO" p~~ce~t,. '. 
, 

. I, I' I ..". • ,,', . • 

'Co Southern Pacific Company and: SO . P,ercent; ,'C'othe'City, ofSanta",Fe" 
Ii" '. ",' . . .." 

Springs~ ',\ 
.. " ';'\.:1' " 

Florence:Av:enue and '. 
Pioneer~ulevard ',I . 

. :' 
." " I I, .~' " "" '''' " 

,',I 

" , \' I, 

"'\ II' •• " " l I', !i. ' , 

". Studies 0'£ these "two crossings 

~oresaid; staff engineer. His P, reseht~tio~:.,~d ':that of the ..... . 
I 

director ?fi public works of the City;. of' Santa Fe Springs' 'disclosed:' ."".' 
: .1 , . ~, ;.', I ". • • • :_ , ' ' ',',' I • ~' , '. _,' " • 

the £ollOwiug facts:. These crossings 'are close together.,be':Lng, 
~ :: ): ' \ : ; ',: '. . \.' c,.· _ .. , ' '.: . ,,' ',' 

located near the intersection, of Florence Aveuue and Pioneer 
I • ' •.. ', ,/', ,'I" 

Boulevard~ >Xb.e- CT~ssi'D8s are over sP's;Puellte <Branch . .' At>proaehing. 
I I ., , 

from the northeast, that branchaosses ,Pioneer Boulevard . 

.•.. 
n, 

:; .. ' : 
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A Mal:ch 1965 traffic: count sho~ed .6,800 ~nd-ij;oo'o':' 
:1 • .'. ,'" . ' " . -. _ ... -. _ 

. vehicles per day passing over the Pioneer, and Florence:crossings;'" .. · 
I :' ,~, ;: ."! ", ':" . ' "-" '. /. ','. 'I~,:,", _ ,'," :< I,· \ 

respectively'.. According to :':the' "director,'the volume:had~'1ncreased' " 
: ': :;' ': I'" .... " ,.' I',' ;.,"/ ';~ . '.' > •• ; ":".::'., 

in the last· two years by possibly' ~,500vehicles over' the Pioneer, 
I ',). :: " 

~ "\ , .", ' '. ' , ' . '. 

crossing and by approximately: 2,000\ vehicle~ over. the Florence.' 
; : ~ , . . : i " '.;' .. :. I ,," : .' ' .. ,": ,.' ''',' .::, '., '.. .' .": ~ .' ".: I • " '., ,: 

crossitlg:. :'Xhe maximum. , permfssib le speed over both ,crossings'!s .' , .. 
, I ". ., OJ,' , ;' ',. • 

35 miles per hour • 
, 

- .Approximately 16 trains per' day pasS' overthese:,-' 
'i I' I', "." " 

. ': I' i' ., . ! '! 

crossings. \ They are all loc,~l, or through!-reight'tra:1tis. or11gnt' .. 
. ,' . I' " • , '. . , 

engines, origina1:i.ng or terminating, at Los Nietos> yard:" which is' 
. Ii' ,~. : \ ''', . " .'. , ." -, .' , ~ . J • 

north of Santa Fe Sprit1gs. All trainsare:res.tricted: toa .' ' 
, '. • ' < \. • :', '. I ' ~: • •• • ~, 

maximum, speed of· 30':mi1es per ,hour' over thElP1oneer,and':,Florence:' •. 

crossi:ags. 
I· ," ", 

; " " '. . "', ,,' ",.' ," " . ,'-- . 

" ,', 

At 'present, each of' the . crossings is. protected.by:,four,·.:· 
.'1; l " . I, , :.': ,',. I) . '" '" ",,", "",J •••••• '. ," ",I':'. 

Standard No.8 flashing light signals, two.\of, wh!chare',mounted' . 
• .' ,I . 

on concre~~ center !slands •. ;Boththoroughf'a.res'are- paved'to: their:, 
." 

maximumw;Ldths over:the crossings. ,The signals are eont:ro,iled':~y:: ,', 
': "i. ':" ':",'., I ," • '.' :' , " i '.' ;'" • ,.-,' ',>,' '; .. 

integrated! circuits so' that ,they, operate 'as <tunit~, .' Traffic· . 
'I : .:- " ' •.. ' . t.' ". ' ,':", " 

signals at!, the nearby intersection of:: Pioneerand'Flore'llce:are 
, . "'.'" .... 

I . , ., ,",' ',',.' "I 

also connected with the crossing signal' circuitsso"that,.:wbena'~ 
I : ' ' , . : .' , ~' ' " . " . ' , ; . ; ',. " ", , " " , 

train appr6aches" the operation of said: t~affi.c-'~ig~l~. i~.'p~e~ . 
: \: ',., ,~ Li " ., 

empted by 1;he crossi:og signal e1rcuits. ; 

ViSibility:-of approaching 'trains: at t~ePioneercr~~.s~·' .. 

is restrl.cted in thr4~e qua~ants. The· faet:'that:.the·r~ill~e·'· 
approaches the crossing fro~'the north on'a c:urv~ ~~ntr!bute.s .··to:, ..... 

, ~ ~_ ' ' Ii, ,,',:;' " , _' ' ,',- ".~;""~',:''',' ,,~, ,: ",. , ,'-:, 

this circumstance. '7isibili:ty of' southbound trains . ap'proach:lng,~'·'.· 
" I I" _ ::,' '~~. " ' " , :: ',.'. ' • , ," • " ',' :~, • ,,", " I." , . .'>.' ,''' " ' . 

the- Florence crossing is obscured for ,eastbound: drivers:~ . 
. ' : !" ,.;",' , . ""I: '" " , '" .. ,' >. r' "':,.', ;,', ,., ,", ' 

,Another hazard .at these cros,s:i:ng,s:,;the' s:taff engineer . '. 
! :, , , ", _,' ' .: 'j' "~'''' \' ',', -" -' " '" I ,:',:.' " ',.' : • .' " ..," , 

testified; ~s found' in', the problem of :distinga1shing:the:rdlroad' 
j. _ .; ,. . .::: ':: ",:, ;:-- _;: ','.r:.- .... ,'",' ,'. ,., ~ <' .,,>:':."'., ":" 

1 t ' :\ ,,,.':, ' " ,",'" ."' 
I' I" , ..... 

'.1, ' 

:"", 
.' ,', 

;-;.': ' J,,' 

- :,;: ,'r 
" ", 



C ... 8264." ds' 
~ '~~ 

I. 
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1 

e.' 
• .I" • ,"rl, 

....... 

" .... 
,I I,' 

flashing iights from the·" inte~seetion traffic, signals atn!ght' 

when the ~atter, having been preempted b,Y :the trackeireu~ts,: 'are 
I. 

flashing red. Co1'11=USion is exper:tencedhe:sa1d'beeauseo£",the 
I ,," ,," ,.' 

elevat'ion \, of the track, two to three feet' 'a",ov~the,general road' 
! ;' 

surface ~ and the short distances· between, the' crossings' and, the' '~'" 
I, \ ' ' " , ' . "", , 

aforesai~ \intersect,ion. 
" 

, During the period from January 1; 1960 to: the date: of', 

the hearin~ in this', matter there was one' accident :~t,the Pioneer '.," ' 

Boulevar~ hroSSing,' ~esult111g in,prbperty,·Jamage:' only:. :Durl.n~' ' 
, 1\' 'f,' .l, • ", 

the same ,period there were:threeaccide::tts':'a.t' the Florence Avenue< 
'I \ , • !." .,' :\' ~I ' r, . 'I', c .' .' , .' ' • ,; " , .' ,: 

crossingl :!he first, in 1962, resulted in :'prop.ertydamage:;' 
, , ','., • _' .1 

• I" \ ' ., • 

the second~ in 1964', involv,edone, injured person; while,the' 

third,: on January 17 1965" resulted ::in one~atal:ttyand~in:, 
:- j':I, :.' "I .' 1 ,'j < ,", '. <; 

injuries \toanother"pe.rson., 
~ . \, ' .i I , ' ... 

: T;he staff ,witness ',recOmmended thai!: the·' eXisting 

" ,. . 

! i: "' " I: . ;', . ,,"'. ," , ' 

Standard No. S flashing light signals at the' Pioneer, 'and, Florence 
, \ ,,' ,~: I' :> . ' , 

Cl;OSSingS be supplemented w:tth automatic ga~es ;',that,:; the auto-;. 
',j :. -', . :; ",":- "', .. .. 

ma~ic protection at ,said cro:ss1ug:s be controlled: 'by adequate 
,I: " I: ,'I ',I 't. ,'\'. ,', 

electronic devices to eliminate ';overactivation; andtha.t',the , 
, :\' : , . . (' . ' '1,\. ! . I .' . ~ ','"" ".",. ' "',: ,I "",", .:.' ~. "e _ ~\ ',~. ,.' • 

cost of the: entire installation \be· apportioned: 50'percent, to·SP'· ' 
': ")\ " \. . ; r .: : j~' , 

and 50 pe~centto City. . , . ' 
, I.· , 
" , 
The SP witness' recommended that th'e gat~sbe ,'double " 
I I, . , '.' • " . 

I :," ".' "; '. \\ I, .::', ,:: .'. 

crossing.gates~ that :is" operating both from: the cente'l:' iSLand 
"1,1 ':' , ','. 

a:ld from the! side of ',the road for each. diree1tion of .tra.ff!e~ , 
I' 

t' " .", '. .~ I , " , \ ,.' • 1 

His estimate':' of costs of installing gates and predictor' controls· ... 
I '\ ';' )i ':') , ' ,~ t', '~'" ' . 

was predicated on that %'ecomm:endation~ He po1ntedout. that the 
, I ' . 

total cost of installing the :improved:proteetion at the'two 
'I 

, I ..', , ". ..' 

crossings in i question would ,be: less' than might normally" be,.' . 
; ~ ;"" "::,' .' . _ J . " '" " . I " ,",: '. • • 

expected because thecrossin~' are sufficiently elos~. :tog~ther··· 

, 
, , 

-8;' 

I 
'\ 

, " 

,l '.",,' 
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to be oJ?erated by unified controls. The cost of. instal11ngtbe:': 

gates ~d predictorcontro,ls was estimated by_ this: w.i.tnesstobe,'. '~, 
. I " ..: .... . ': .. .' '. .' 

$20~ 740 at the Pioneer crossing. and $20 ,t9G:Oat .the· .Florenee-~: 
I • 'II " ' ., ',', .' .'" '., , " <;t: 

crossing .. , Annual maintenance cost 'wase,st:':tmated '. at $1".008:; for 

, . II"' , .," , 

The director of publl.c work$was! of., the opinion'that!'" 
I, I , .', '!'. " .. '.'....c ' .. 

conside'rl.Ds the overall traffic control ne(~dsof City and>tbe' 
. , I '1 ~:: 1) I 1 ,,' 

funds av.dlable, no' additional': protection, ~ihou.ld be·requi~ed'. at:, . 
I, ,,': •. ': " '... I,.. «. "I', 

either the i' .Pioneer crossirig ori the" Florence crossing' :at> the: ,': 
.!,I r /. \" ':: I," ".", ' ",,"' ,'!'-

pre'sent: ttme. . . , . " 

!he position of the' ~artieiPatini,railroademP10y~eSf' . 
,i. . I ;' •• " • " 

organization with respect: to the Alondra er,oss:tng'~as:"here1nabove, 
• "(:!, " ,.' I .''"' " . ~, ' , ' 

set; 'fortb~7 ialso rel~ed to the :P1oneerand Florence eros '$:ings '. 
, \ 1\,,'\' ";' . . ::;' ':1 , ' ,'~' " " , , .... . . ' . "'. , 

'1:, The reeorc:l shows heavy iU'T'eases in vehieular:traffic . 
. :', ., I;'· ' . ., ..... .. :; 

over these "adjacent crossings in thel
:. past two years. Testimony : 

,!" : I'''' .' . ' ' ..... ';, 

of thewi1Clesses also reveals an expected continued'upward: trend' 
l ' :.;' ,,:' '. '" .' . '..: .;. 

in that traffic. These circumstances, togetlier with, tbehazards·:' 
\ ,', ,\ \ ~, ". ' ,',,' . \ ',' , .: ~. :- . . "" ' \:.: 

existing by·> reason of the cl;~se, eonfigur ation of: . the two" . '. ' . 
, ' ,.' ' 

thoroughf~res and the railro~d~ !,and created by therestl:;.cted 
,+ 11 I 1, ;' .' '. i' ' 

l' , I ' 

view of aPproaching trains. demonstrate. the need for: additional' 
,I'; I 

proteetion\:I,at the crossings ~ question. 
I"~I 
~\1'e. further find that: .', 

, II i 
ii' . . .' . . 

3. ~bl!c safety. convenience 'and necessity require that. 
:.\. . . :, '.' '" ., , 

the Pioneeri! Boulevard; crossing (Crossing N6.,BXA-499 .l):.?.nd ·.the' 
.;i ; , I " ;'. "':" '," 

Florence Avenue crossing (Crossmg No; BI<A-499·. 0)-' here. in: issue . 
. \1 , ' :; '. ." . .... 

be improved'!,.i by suppl~ting the' existing Standard. No:'." S' "flashing' 
• ' ~, II .. " , \. Ii. . . y • I' , ". ':. . 

light signals; with. double automatic cl:ossing :gaee's, asbereinab'ove: .. r~ , I,:,' ,,: .:,':, I ,I', :,J, , . j, "" "",::;, .. : • '., '~,,". '.' 

described by !Sp's assistant. divis~ion engineer, said: automat'ie" .< 
" , 1 •• '..," .~ • " I' 

," 
," 

···-9~ 

. "",' 
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I·'· . 
'. tr' .' 

,', " 

'".. ;" ,', 

protection to be controlled· ~y .'. ade'quate' l:electro1l1c' dev1c~s:'to,. 
l . .' I,'. 

elfmfnate overactivation. I,'" ' 

4. The cost '·of installation.I.and ~intenance' of.···said.;··· .. 
I' I;:: ,;: ,',: .. ',' ,: .".' 

improved' protection should be', apportioned:as fOll()ws: . :SO/pe:rcent 
: • \ I', :'" 1 L " ,,'I ~ • 

to Southern Pacific Company· and .' SO:'percent': to .' th~' C1tyofi Santa: .. ' 
. ! I . I , ."'~; . , ' , • . ." . . '. ' '" ", .,' 

Fe Springs .. 
. :1 ' 

I .' , 

I. 

I 

! 
I 
I 

i 
I ",' '. o RDE··R 
,.-., .-.. .- -" ~ 

!I ',I .. 

. ,'. .' 

-:, '. 

.:1 
'. . .! 
'llT IS ORDERED that: \' .j . 

"'-.',' < 

'{.' 
~,'., 

, ,:" r 

. . 

'"'' " 

\ :' • \ \ ' ','.. ••• " I ,',' il .. , ' < ~ , , ':, ' ' ,~. 

1. : Southern Pacifie Company shall; within:··:siXmonths after· . 
II .. , I • ,1'" " , 

• \ ,: I 'I: ;, . I, '." ,~\ ,". ',I:' .;', . . ' 

the effec'tive date of this: order~ improve the protect:lon·of:.the· . 
" ' , I' .,' I"' ",: ".'",- " " .' -

crossing. .b£ Alondra Boulevard, 'i. No. BK ... .sOl.t,. withi~s:.Santa'hJ.·a 
.. [ . . .. '" . . .,'.'.;. ..... :' ' .... :,:' :., . 

Branch by\supplementing tl:ieexistingStandard.No~ 8·:>flash1ng . 
\ " . ," "i;' ::" " :1:'-',",>.: '>:::''',' '/,'; ;' 

light signals.with automatic. gates ,:the automatic' protection,'. to.'" 

be eon~oi1ed by adequate electronid:' devices? t(>' ei~~~~:~~v~r;;" . 
.i : . 
, . 

activation!. 
I • . , 

2. Southern Pacific: Company sha11"wf.th1n: s:tx:: monthS '. 
" " I " I '" , " . 

after i'tbe .~ffec:tive cta.te of this. o:rder,. !tzlproveth~protecti~n· 
! \ , \ " I' ,', ':'1 i ..", . '. .~: '"" • <, ''', . . : >,' , • 

of tbecrossings of P"!oneer Boulevard and Fl~renc:e Avenue',," . 
\ I, " .':' • ": .;':. ." .' J' 

Nos •. BKA-499.l and BKA-499 .0,. respectively , by supp'l~ent:t~g the' 
',to . ;, ' '\' " ",' . . ;,,'...' . ' 

existing Standard No.8£lashins. light signals:with:.d.oubie 
~~,' .., . . 

'" 
automatic crossing gates ashereinbeforedescribed'~: the' .. ' 

. '.1: .' " .. ,:. .. . .... ,'. 

automatic protection to be· controlled:' by .adequate·, electronic. . 
• • , • I I " 

'. 
devices .• to eliminate overactivation.··.· 

3,. '. The installa~ion costs." of .. ~~:td pr6tective deVices..· 

, spec1£:tedm .nlJmbered paragraphs:.l and 20£' 'tMs ,ord~r. shall::' be:' < 
, ...., ' ." ~ , \ , :',: ,. ' "I. , ". • '; \ ' '., ". ' • " ", • , , :." .. , • -: • ., '. , , ' , 

.• apportioned as follows: 50 percent· toSoutherri· Pacific··Company;., 

" and 50 pe:rcent to the City of' Santa·F~SPrlngS. . .• . . '. .' .. '. 
\ '''I .. 

" ' . . , 
.,... "" 

.. ,:' .. 

, .'-....;~ 

~ " . 

, .... ' . 
,".," " .. , 

' .. ' 

'1. 

-lO~ . 
. :;(. " 

'\ 
":", ' 

il 
, .. 
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'I, 

4. 'The maintenance costs for 'said" automatic 'protective , 
" • , " " I' .' . ", ,':, ~ ~" ~ '<.' " ' 

dev-lces, specified in numbered paragraphs' 1>and2' of this:, order, . , ' 

shall bC apportioned in ehe same manner' as the 1nst'all:atlou "~ 
. . ,:' .. ';' , 

costs are ordered to beapporeioned:~' in·' numbered puagraph.' 3;:' " 

pursuant to the provisiOOs of SectiOn 1202 .. 2 'Ofth~:;Publ:[~::" 

5. 

• I ", :,..: .'~< ',~: ," 
Uti~ities Code. ' ' ,:',::' " 

,'\;' I'i·.< 

Within" th:utty days af,ter the' eomplet:io~ ot:·th~:':Work ", 
. ',' , . , . ",' '" . "" ' "', ,I'" ',' T" 

pursuant. to the first two numbered .paragraphs ,.of th:t's.: or,der. 
" . 

Southern' Pacific 'Company shall so ad~lse' the CoUmd:ss::l:on:·tn··;, . 
, I ~ " I " "I ,'. " 'I" 

writ1ng. ..;1 
. "',"' . ,':., .;', ,.-

The effective date ofl this order ,shall be" twenty;d~ys,'~. "."',,,. 
• I, ,', '" • ." . 

~' \. " .. ~. • 'I .' 

after . the :::eof. San Franci'se<J J. Calif, orn:ta".~12;~~ 
---..;;;-..;;..;. ..... ;,;;.;____ .1" '" , ' 

c!~ "I~ 

day of __ "_' .::.IM,g,AX"---..:...._. 1966.. ~\l' 
,-.. 0 

'I 
. " 

" \ '" , 
: ~ '~ , 

.~ .' 
.'\: 

.. ',-

, i 
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