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Inves~tigation into the safety, i, 

maint:enance:~: operatiOtL, use .. :; 
and protection ofthe.j:crossi.ngs ' 
at griade of, Sepul:",eda i!Boulevard 
and 'the tracks· of,: Southern: .... , l:' 

I: Case No'. 8081': ,.Ii .. ' 
j' '(Filed" December 1$,,/1964)1:, 

Pacific/COmpany ,Cro~ling ! " 
1:, . ,f·' I' ,I.' '0 ." I· • 

i! i·, 
I, 

I: 
No,~ .BG-500i~O; " and' P;a.c~t.ficElectric 
Company ),Crossing ,No; ... I!,6M-17.15~~ 
in the, Countyoftos iUlgeles _ i: . :i , ' )1; 
___ '~; __ ~ ____ '_': '_' . .;;.:! ___ .-;...;;.I~ _. __ '_ (I 
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Randolph K~r.t', for ,Southern ;Pacific Company; 
Haroia vI. Kennedy!, County Counsel) by 
Ron.'lJ.d L'. Sch:leide~, fo:: County of 
LOs p.IllSeles, respondents,. 

G. R. ~litchell, for Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineer~s, interested party. . 

John C.Gilman and WilliamF. Hibbard; for the 
COmmiS:Sl;OU staff.;;' , 

, ' 
': ! 

!, ,,:1: 
0, P II N I :O:'N' 
-_· ..... ( . ..-.. ...... · .... 1-I: J 

'II 
j, 
" L·i,·,r ' 

A public hearing on the abo~'e:-entitled matterwa.s bel~l, 
, I ,. :: I;·. '. . " . :.,', 

before Examiner De'YITo~f in Los !Angeles on, October" 4aud, 5~ ,and. 
, i' ,. i' , 

Novembex 8~ 1965~ and: the mat~er ~asi:submitted,subj'ect tome 
, .' .!! . '" . r ' . "': '., , ,:' . ':! 

filing o£concurrent :brie£S:. !Brie£sj:were fi.led' by the Southern' 
, ' , , i" . . I' , ~ . , , 

I I, I'" . " '" '" ' . 

Pacific Company (Ra.Uroad)' and the'C(~mm:[;ss ion s,taff,. ,; 
, 'j' " :' 

, Ii '. .' . ,'," i" ,,[ 

At the eonelusion of : thest.o.ff ts:' presentation counsel i: 

for: the Railroad moveid. for diJmiSSal!: on ,the. ground <that',~ller~ 'i', 
, I" "1 

was' a' faUure of pr~:f to supJort any order changing,'the: exist iDs ',' 
, , : , I' i ' ," " ., ' . , , ; ',' 1 ~' 

protection at' the' ero'ssing., ThiS mo:~:i.on wastakeu'Uuder:i' 8ub- 'r . 
; . , .. jll . I" 

'> .' II i ~ • .. ,'" ,.', i ~ .' 
'. missiou·~ .' It will,be'IIQ~. e<l;.. ',i ' , " ., i~ , 
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. :1 . i , ' . , . . ' ~i 
The investigation concerns 1:he crossing .at::·giadeof .' 

,I I ' . .... .... . 'I' . 

Sep~veda Boulevard and the tracks ofi~ South~rn'Pa~:[fic Comt>.m.y·, 
, " .:1. I ::" ,'. '::,,)I" 'i 

Crossing No. BG-500.0~: and of iehe Pac:Lfic E.1ectrieb1lway> 
: ' . 'Ii !.:: .' .... ' .. , .> :.:' 

Company~Crossing No. ,i6M~17·.15:~inth:e Countyof'Los Angeles;.. 
; , .:.! " I; ,,' .. ' ' . " .-,' '-.1

1

,' , • 

It is to detexmine, attlong. other thingiS:, .whether or. not'public. , 
. \ '!I . I,." ,I' 

I. .,' , .' . I. 

safety~ conven:l:.ence, ~:nd necessity '1llayrequire the, inst'allationl: ' 
, . 'i . I' i: '. '. " . 'I; .':: 

of, protective signs. or devices. thereat, or the relocation' and:'!: 
, • ., J j' 

I • ',' ," ,', ,I,' I 

reconstructi.on thereof, or·may re~rl~~:.the abolis~ent o£:.su~h·1<:· 
, ':',," '. 1: '1' ; . "". i: ':, .' " . '.. ,:",' ,,',I,j:, :", ",' :< .. 

crossing. . by physical. closing. .'. or by,::. closing. thereof' to. publie .. us~a~::': 
, , . ·:i 'i" , .. !,'i, , " i:" " ".".":,' '.',:' :,",' "-,' 'I:" ",' "', <" 1\ .'/ ~ 

and if any changes: 3rE!made ~ on wnat lteims, the work~ should:be i
' ,::: 

I ~ , ,I ' - " 

, , ' ! : ! : i ' , ~ c , ,I 

done and' hoW' the eost·i!should be appo:t;t!oned. 
. Ii>,. I. .. ....' . " .. 
'The Commiss~:on staff, respondent . SOuthern 'Pacific. .~; 

. I: i ;'.' .. ' . ,'. ' • :" 

Cocp.:tay, County of to:~ Angeles, and. Brotherhood' of Locomotive . , 
I : ~ 1 , ' I' . ',' . :' ", ~ 

Engineers appeared and introduced extensive oral:anddoc~entary" 
\ 1 ,i: ;, .... , " , \,', ',', '1, " i, 

evidenee in three days of heari'Dg., . :E'acific Electric ,Railway 
. i:' '. :i ! I. ...... . . '.', ' 

Company did not appear. Sixteen exlrl.1)its were received 'in: 
i l, ' ~; : , :, ' ' i, ' :' . ," ';,' .. ' .. ,:, . 

evidence. Exhibit'7'~ls a staff report~ datedMay21~ "19:65,. 
:. ~ 1 I ' I'. I: 

, I I' I' 

and Exhibit 8 is a staff report, dateid September 27, 1965. ' i 
.. . , ;!i I, I: .' .' .... ... ,: ..... ' '!.' 

The other. exhibi.ts we:t:'e introduced by' Southex:n Pacific eom,,:;any~ 

I· 

, , - :: i; , I:, ' '- , . ," . '~;:, I" 

MlAssoeiat:e Transportatio'tl. Engineer· of . the' cOmmission' 
: ":! ' ; . I!" .' I', " , • " 

staff investigaiedtbie cross:tns,madE~ the reports thereo~' 
, ':i 'I: . i: ' .... ' ',' .. '; " . 

(Exhibi.ts 7 and 8), and testified that Exhibit·. 8 was ilieroduced 

t.o mke corrections k Exhibi~t: 7, deJLete' references'to>;::' 
, • 'I !: I . , 
:: " I~, ; '. 11 , ,', ".,"'. I" C', ' 

Paci:Eic' Electric Railway eompany,and ·to revise:Exhib:[t:'7~ . '.. \ ,I 'i ' 
,", 

I' .' 

." 

. ,;..-

. I . , ' 
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: The staff X~1: and te8~lly\:may b& $"D'Oar1Zed'a~ f~11~ .;/ .. 
I ~ I I 'II .. . I I • . 

Sepulveda ~rard is 4:, major !east-west Los Angel~ . : 
:: I . .": ! . 

. County xoad and the exossinga ue '. acljacent to Alameda Stxeet, 

. . . . : . ~ I . .. .' 
'a majox noxth-80uth· County road ... :,'Ibe ·ax,e& is given over :tc,·, : 

, ': " i : . , ~ , " \ ~ I ",' , 

. heavy industry.. West of iithe tracks,. thei Richfield. Refinery is. 
1! I " , " . :'. I ' ..... , . 

. on. the : nexth side of SeP\JJ. veda Boulevard'i and' the Shell: Refinery 
• ;; , ,I i , ,i,: 

is on the south side. East of Alameda. S~:reet, theT1~ater::. 
:'. . '. i ' 
:,1 _ I ,I' . ' ," \' 

Tank F8.1:m is south of Sepulveda Boulevard,' and· located; neaxby , 
: L 1," ii' :;': 

ue the San Diego Fre.ewa';l, Long Be:ach heeway, ternunalIslaDd' 
.' " i" • ,'-1' ", 

: I I, 1 lr 

heeway: :and Haxbox Fxee_a:y.. : \' ' " 
, .' I! i ii 
'the' tracks aexoSI~ Sepulveda. Roulevaxd""are "in·three"., 

. . , '" " '.' . '. 
,'" 'I i,' : I, ,,'i 

,gxoups~, '~'''', .'S~ and ·:t:".ii 'rXack .~~'" 1~.9~ single spur serving 
. ':; ,i···:·"·" , """ ,," ,,:' 
the Richfield Refinexy ,on:::! the west\~ aide o:,ftbe inte:rsection. :', 

• 'i \' i: \'. -, I, '.' . ," "', I 

It is owned by Richfiel;d "ith ope-rat1ons :being, performed by 
! ; ~:- • i' .' 

Southem Pacific. GrOU1~ ~1'J3;"consia.ts of :two trades on . the: 

:. , 

i, , .. 

;1 ) if 
! I,' . I Ii' 

Southern 1>acific Compa:a.y t E~ Wilmington :STaoch', and are used"" only 
!, 1",' . " 

for switching operations. the d1stance. between ~oups· r~.', and' f~.; 
': l' '. . ',I", \ ~ ,i ':' , : : , .,:' . . '. \:, .. ' , .'. 

is SO feet. Southen Pncificts LoS' Angelje8< Division Spec·fal," 
• '~: :; ; : ~ , I; , l' . ' " , .,'. ,,', .. . , " !~ , . 

Inatructions No. l3 proyid:e that all traius on."Tracks '~~t audi.~',S:~t 

must stop:~teither side, o;E" Se'Pulve:~a Bouiev~d'8Xldal1~rcros:sing j/ 
: ! ::. , ' ! ' , • ,,' ,'." .. ::' , 

protection to operate 20 a,econds befo1:e ente1:iug the crossing.;;. 
! '. I II II ' " ' 
! 1 ~, :;. :' " '. " , ' " '. I ,-, 

''the tl:acks marked: ''C~: are :on tbe·i:Southern·"P&eific ", . . II ~. 1 
I' ,. 

Company's San Pedro' BranchilO and incilude a: spur serving: ehe 
• I, I ,,, ' ' 

'tidewater Tank Fa..-m.. 'the .:listance "betweetl, Groups ~'S'1. ano··. ~fCQt: 
" 

is 116 feet and the roadway at the 1uters~ction. is 48 .. fe~t. wide. 
, ", i "i"'" . , ' . 

'l'brough opexations to and :Exom. the Los Angeles and Long"Beach', 
I " ••• 

I I' \: " , 

Haxbors on. both the WilminSton B-ranch, and San Pedro, B1:anch ar"e' 
, I , I J " ,. 

perfOrnled over the fit n traCks aexoss Sepul:"edaBo~ev~(J::..; 
. '\: ',' " .' " ~ '" '. 

I, , ,,' 
I 
" 

'-3-' \ ,. 
, ",,",/ , .. . .' 
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-, !, -1:' , .'. . ..... '.. r", 
North of Sepul veda:sO'ulevu<:l' (Watson); through operatiorison thE~ 

" , :", \:- ;: i' . ". i.. ;:, 

Wi] mingt01l Brauch' axe via a O:OSs-ovE:rbetweenthe two' branches~ ~.' 
" ,\", , . , " 

thenCe via former paeh1c 'Eleeiri~ R'~ilway companY'sWil'm1nSto;" 
L ." '" I 

, I: . I; " 
Line', :to 10$ Angeles. iIThereis'!auothe~r conneetionbe'tween~the. ", 

Wiludl1gton and San Pedro Branch tracJs approximatelySOOfeee';i 
.' , \ , " 

. , I 

north of 223rd'Street~ used foX;, switching.. '. '. ,', 
,:. ' Ii' . ii' " ,:,' ',',. i, 

Pbysical datS~ at tbe.e ero.~iDgs show five tracks" con-;,: 
.' I ' . '; ." !'. l ' . . . _, .' '~, . i;,. . ' 

sistiUg. of one branch ::line)' twd spurs;: an&twosidings.protectedi:' " . . :., ':,\ 'l . I . ' " ... , ...... .. :: ' 
byStlmdard No .. S fluhiug lightsi~!lls;,adva.nee_ warn:tng:signs,:; .' 

r I I:, (~~ ,." I" '\, . , ,< ',. I,,;', . ' 

and one spec13J. aafff'c signal._11 'Xbetlwcimum train' s~ed.:ts, ' " 
, t 'Ii:' \', "',. j': . 1 ,', ,.' .' . " ,: '. 

20 mph on the branch line and s~it<::hit\g operations:' are,requixed 'e 

: '!II ' :', l~" I': . . ',' C'., .' ',' ~::.(, \ '" 

to st~~p and proceed., :rhereare\: 14,txa~in movements,:and30\.swit~ 
,\'" , "i, ,I' '., /", ,! 

moves \~hich include 'he.!lVY ore tcains ~:oing south to'.tb~·LOp.g'Be~Ch 
, I: " ',; . . . I' " ' • > ":: ).: ••• ' •• ," 

and LO,s Angeles Haxbor:J on the easterly track~' Since' January 1)1' 
! , ; 'I : : : \ ~. ..' , , • , • ' "," " i .': .' " •. 

'1960 tbere b..::s beaa OIloCtlOOi.de1lt. cu. J:m.\1UY23 .. 1964.' :lilwlUchfive , 
, \1' i":' ': ", ':< ,,' ",,",',' 

persoUlS. were ld.lled .md one injured.. :Tbere ,'is some", ,obstruct:ton ' 
, III . I :I! . Ii - > \. ,;' •• ~" .' I. .:', ,,' ,~ • ,', .:" '": • .', ".' ", • " r 

to vis:Lbllitycauscd: by a s·tation building. and: the, longdis,tance,j 
i" " : ' " , "': :", ' 

of over 220' feet between the outside rla:ils at the cros.8ilig~·:and' i' 
, \: i 1: : 1· .\; .. " . . ':':", '.', I', • 

a Slight diagonal in' tb'e roadway at th.~~ crossing., Traffic: 
\ \ ' : " ~;' j, , " ,~:. " '., :. 

and trcLin movements over the crossing ,ttom:6:00 a'~m'.to 
, 1,\, ~ I ' ' " , ' 

6:00 p~~. on 'Xhursday, ;~ch l8~ 1965.,'isbow the following totals :', 
i l ','. .\ 

Traffic Cheek :.. SeKU1V~d.a Blvd. West of Alameda 
CTossi1lgS G-50o,.o and 6M-l'. 15 . 
~hu~~sdiy,Ma%Ch 18, 19li5 

. 

.. " II : ,: ,'1i, :. 

. -:-: __ ..:;N:,;:o..:,. ~o~f~TJ~eh:;=ic::::l::::e::::s:...' ~E:!:.ELS::::.t~&~W'~e;:!s.:tbo=un~d~· ... !. _...;..': No... Trains' Mo\7ing:ii : 
: ,': TrUckS : . ~,; : ::. : Across' Sepulved'a, R1V,tL : 
':Autos; & : (excl. : :.T~X1k : : trains, ....... " .:., 
:Picku s : Tankers :::Trueks: : is. to: Tks. S,.,?TlC;;.:: 

7,459'i 724 
, " 

, , ' 

Total Vehicles: 

d'. I 
I: ' 

-4-
, \ 

I , 
·1 
: 

Sl 
'-:" . 
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.. ,,' . 
. ' , 

i' 
'. ;', \;. ' ,\!, ~. '"'.' . ,',". I,", , 

. !he st~f rec:ommended thet crossing proteetion:be 
" ~! i" \, " . I; ... '. , . 

improved by 1nst.:tllctiOD. of c.utom.Ztic: gc.tescindby mod1fie~t:r.on I, . 

of trcl.u ope:ctions, so i:t:hc.t .::.11 :reil movements over: Sepulvedo.., 

Boulevm:d (exc:ept:those serving, t11e Tl.dewciter.T.:nk ~.:.rm) 'b~ , 
: . .. .' ',", "'.' ,.' '.' . ' . .,..." "', .- ":'., , ... " 

consolid'c.ted in one group of tr,.:lcks. described" as, the', ttAftcnd 
" • • I I: \. . . . .~~. ." , , , .' . ',,',.... .' .' '., ',','. '.. . ' . 

tr.:c:ks with proteccion b,y the cutom.i:tic:8o!!t'es".:nd'· inord'er: to " 
" ":'. :: :i, . "" ...... ,'".'", ,»1:: ", 

impl~ent· :thiS;t recommended' cert~:tn:, chcnges in cildmod:[f1c'e.tions 
, .. . 1\ ", "\. " " 

of reil 0Perctions" e.s . fo-llo~s: ... ;' 

" 

1. 'Construct c 'new eross~ver e.pproxUtuttely 1/4m11e 
south of Sepulvedo.:Boulevcrd 'between ea.sterly 
Treck "E" and Trcek "Cft

" the cost to, be borne by , 
the Southern Pceif;e Company ~ !,:: " 

2.' Reroute through o'C~ra.ti()ns fro;:nTrcek ne'': to· 
ecsterly Tr.:cl<; uS". ': . .' '. ' ". " 

, . ," I,' . 

Recommend.:itl.ons 3tbrough9' ,imrolve ehc.riges in, 
c , .' ,'! 11\ . "l. '" ", 

oper~tiou of circuits .::o.d ':'I1nst.:llat1onof,tra.ff!c'lights,.:tt1d' ',. 
, ~ Ii' \1

1
' . "-, .' ' . . 

gates ;,.::ndoperctiDgrules .. ' ',' 
, I 

. I, 

No est~te of the cost:: of the l)rOposed ehangein,' 

trc.in move::lents 'W.:lS giveucnd' the: steff .. .,ntness· tcstif1ed;:,',th.o:e, ' 

110 study' of the cost of these ch.:mgeSwcs\made~ 
.' , , . .11': ' 

SouthexnP1lcif£c Company introdu,:ed Exhibits' 1 through. 
" I; , 

, " ':, . .'.,' \1, ", '. " 

G ::nd 12 through 15-~ to show the present S1:ctus of,the' tta.nsfcir'· 
. " il ' 

~\ !\"" , . " . . 
of the', Pceific Electric~:tlwc.y Comp.:.ny tot the Southern Pc.cific:' 

. 
I .. 
, . 

Compcny· before the I~C.; c. ~ c.nd;E~ibitSl6-l::Q.D.d 1 t; the time't~bles:'" 
~d sP~c1.:1 instructions of . the Los Ange1ei Divisi~nappi1c:a.ble: 

. , .' , ',' . \\, " .. ', .,,":'", , 

to' the operations ct the' crossing in C!'tlesti.\~n,. end:clong:roll.," .. ' 
, • , ,'.. ,.' 'I " , ,'\~,,:' . _' < '. ',', ,", \ ".' :.". ,,'" ,_,', • - i • 

mcp, Exhibitll;t of their rail~oc.doper.:ltions~:, Thec,.~ssis.tcnt'· 
'. . ':.' 

, :,', .. ,",' 
, , ':.~ ,'. 

" ;' 

; " . 

• : ,J I' 

,"' .", 
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Ii 
I 

J. 

superintendent of the Los Angeles Divis:rd,n ~d the d1scrict. 

llU:IU!ger of me Southern P.:c1£i~ Company t:estified':lnisubst~ee:;i' 
. \'1'· .". , . ::' , " 1,·· 

thC.t there is no finel merger between the!i P:;eif!c Electric;::;> 
. . '. '. \,>' "-" ' ,,~ ,;! 

~lw~y Compcny ~d the Southern Pccific' Company,: "'and ,that .an·,·· 

cppliclltion would h...""Ve to be mcde to: the i.C:~C.for tl.pp:rovel 
. , i '-. .-

of the tr.-msfer of tr.rln movements from"sduthern: P:lc:f::fic'to- ' 
. . . '" . . \" . .' "<'f :", ",: ',' ','. ' 

P:cific Electrietr:eks. Respondent's' witlleSsesclso testified. 
(" . " " . ' 

th.:.t the proposed consolidc:ti~n of' tra-in, movements: would ':run', 
.:\ '. ':1" :, .. '., ' ....... 

the trcins tbroughthe switching y.:rd~ whi~h.would> beuns'cfe' 
. ", 'j; ...... ,:., .. ' 

and 1mpr:l.cticcl~ th.-!t this would require severc.lcdditionel· . 
. I.'. .' . 

., 
~ .. , 

switch' engines .:nd personnel and' would gred'tlyi~cre;se-opercting" . 
II: • .' . " ". '. • . . i~, \ . .,' . , ' "~r ',' ' • ,. . , ,', '; , ~.. • 

cos't lt th.:lt Southern Pecific':!would,be subjec:l:: toc.sse·s,smento£ 
, ", . . I,···· "," .' , ... ' 

pen.:llties under l£l.bor union l'~greements ~ c.nd i' th.:::.t for these- : 
i 'I 

, "'.:', . . i . .'. 

re.:!Sons the proposed' consoli~t:ton pl6.n· fort changing tra::[n .', 
(I, " 

movements . is' tot.:tlly impracticcl .!lndnot fe·lis1ble •.. 
II ,'. ':'" • 11\ \i ':" ," ," 

Tbe engineer involvedin,thefatal ccc:tdent testified" 
, . , ,III ,.'."1',':...,.. ' .. , . 

for the Bl:otberhood of Locomc.tive Erigineers :i'th.it 'insta:llc.tion 
\: • u' .':. \1..' . . :,". ,~ ,:":'. 

of c.utomzt:Lc gates :l.t this cx;ossing: would pr~ovide 'much needed . 
;'1 ": ,', . > 1,', ",.'" ,".... ' ,," ,-,."': ',,: 

cddition.!ll protection for traffic and.trains at· this crossing. 
. 'i'" T ..' '. 

A registered engineer .testified fo~ theCounti·,~f·.' 
. r .. ' , .... ,\..' '. ,. . .1.'. '" " • 

Los ADgcles but took no positilon in eonneetic,nwith-,the proposed' '.' 
. .' ' iL . .' .. .·Ii· .' ....' . ":,' .••... , . 

operc.tion. of, the tra..i.ns c.t, th:ts 'crossing;,;, He: testified·thee" . 
• ~i11' ..", ., ',; .' '. ~~. , I ':. . J :' ~ ',',. • 

there is a need for inst.:::llation of" c.utomtl.tie: . g~tes to 'be 
. ,'I' . ..' <, . . ',' " " l~."" ,',' :~" .. "'.',, '. ' ,. 

interconnected with traffic' signc.ls. He requested'.' ~. ' . 
, 1\ • l '. 

, . .' \\ ' ' .. ' " ll~ ,.''' I, " , 

joint meeting of the engiueers:'of·.:llpartiesl·c.tthe . ,.~ 
<. ' • • • " • ", .'i ,,' . i": ' ~ '. ' 

l~~ion' to . decide the best type of' :int~eorm.~ctio'C;.: This, 

\ ,,' , .. '. ' 

, ' : ~ ., 

' .. ".", 

'., I, 
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, II, 

, .. 

C~80S1··.· NBlds **' 
.... , 

! , ., 

a' 
W" 

">" .-. 

witnes~ testified thet thiscros~ing 'hc.s,be:~enmentioned'.fo,:; . 
i . 

I, ' •. 

'" ..! . ' .. ', . 
studies in cotmeetion with a separation, bU1': that.even' if approved,. 
I' • J. " ,~~,~:'. -._ 1! '.' ,"~' ".,'-. < ' . '_,. ' . ,~' .'. 1. ',' 

, construction of a. separation would not b'egin forst least'eight . 
~ , ,~ , ' :, " ,~I,:: ' \" ".' ..' - .. ' 
i ",' , 

!years. 
, ~' ~:(. "" ,:' , ' . ", ,',.' "" . 

All of the expert· witness:es "testified to the urgent need 

,,' 

, '~\.. i>~!; '.' , , '. : ',~ 

::,for upgradiDg this crossing ?rotectf~~· by: sClppl~ent:Lngthe:fi~shirig, 
:.' . . ~ '.' \ "' .. '. ",'..' .' . " "., .' :' .. 
tights with ~utom.atie gates.. The s~:fiE wit:riess, tes.tif1ed to, discus''':' 

, ' 
, \ I w' ,I " ",:, . 

sions regarding t'to.'o alternate plans for protection of: .this.,cross;;'" . 

fog by iustallation of automatic gates.\:;whicJ'i'were :tdentif:ieciby~the 
;1 _'" i'~r " \:1 I'. , • .' ' ',: 1 '. I. ,I 

~d.tnesses as Plan X ~d Plan:iY. 'Plan Yproposes.'.' to1nstall:',automaeic' '1'" 
'. \': '. i .' r '.' '... .. ' ", ,.: 'ii; 

gates to the east and the wes:t. of .. all'.the tr~lcks:,atthis" crossing;' " 

p,lan X provides' for' a ' set, of1i!gateson ',either} ~:r.de .. of: thet~a6kS: :0£' . , . 
, '. " 1\ '.' ,\ 'I,' .c I'. ".:,.' .' " " I. :,,' '. 

Group "C".~ the main track o£.i~e South.eni Pacific. Company' noW'''usec!.· 
" ,', 'I !: :, i' ,\' , \:, "'" " ," \. . .", " 

for all through freight trws. Tbe' s1:~f .witness further ·tes',t:tf!ee' 
, ' . " :" "1\ .' -:' l:""'"" "',': " 'i ":' ,', 

that he had considered: .. Plan X', m:.d Plan' y, and· ihad rej ected . ,both p'lans:~· 
,,' ...... i'", ,.' , , . .' 'c.': 

Plan "X" ~ he Sbt~d~ could~~? veh!elcs,:blo~ked' on ,the "C"igroup . of>, 
. " 'I' '~::' , /:~r.', ',.' ,I:',' ,,'- > ' ,.,' ) ."' 

I "\: I' .,1"".,:,"'" I .: , , " .. , 

. , ' . 
", " 

tracks waiting for trainS to I:lear' the~; r".i'" or H:s." tracks. If a' ' 'I •. 

::. ..~: "'~/'~,'~:~;j::'t i:.; " 1,', . , " ' .. " ' , ' :::" ' , , ' 

tr.a.iu on the' "e" tracks then .:e.me alo'Qg::':4:)ver (the cros's:[ngthe;wa1t-
, '~ : " '~.!. : \ ': ~ .' \ '. " , . , , ! c' '. ' ,'J ' 

ing vehicles could not cle.g,r It:he tracks:'~.l ',Plm:l "y,t;he said', would' . 
~ '; .. '1', ' , ! ' '\ , ' , 

re<J.uire the gates to euelo~,e ;1' length of:;,~omel:'230' feet along .,' 
, ;. ' II .., ,.~: ' . ." I,.' .'. " ,< 

Se~ulveda Boalevard.. An ea.st1x)Utldvehi~\le ,m!~ht clear ~e w~sterl~' 
'I, " ,I' ;. ":1 . I:" ".., , ,'( 

e.r~ss1ng gates just before ,3~ain on' t1:l~ "c~t'I\: tracks- came' into· the .... 
. , ' ~ ".~;: i', ", ,,' " 

ci2::cui.t. In this case the. eastbound vehicle ~7ould' still ,have morc,:, 
I ,;: ' ,c <.!'J< '\:' ,",' ,,_ ',," 

~n 200 feet to travel bef~re it came t~,.thej"Crr tracks 8UC!'::lt:s· 
, .. ;..," II ' 

,. 
\ ' 

, ' ': .. ',. :, ~' , "'. ' 

driver could fail to see the train's1nce:there. had'been'no warning 
. ., I: .. 'i., . . .•. '.. '. '.,. 

to- him when he entered the ~r(~ssing area .. ' EnS1neers f~r the County',." 
'i,' .' 

of Los Angeles testified that \'!cither plan .would provide improved 
- ,1,,\ ", ,II: ", .ii: .1 ,.' ", ' 

protection over the present· fl'ashing lights:,. b,ut that, a grade 
I 1;' :!' 'j,~',.:, ~:, "'; -. ' . . ' 

separatiOtl- costing approximately $2;,SOO'~O'OO:wo1l1d bebetter~ 
~ " ! " !'" "l.,f,: ' , !; , , 

~: r "I: I' 

I" I: . ,,' 
I. II' .. ; 

"i' \. 
~7- l , 



I 
I 

'1 

I, .' 
'1: ., ... 

I' 
i 
~ .-
I, , 
I 

... e:· 

i, 
I; 
i, ." ", ;",.. .. 
!" " j,~ . .-

,installation of gates at Crossing "crt of !:themain l:tneoffer~ bett~r~> 
.~ .. ," . ':: r '~. -1: ", .', . ',>" :' ".'.'~( "',' II:" 

opportunity for vehicles ito clear the crCllssing. than wouldinstalla7 
I, -. ~ : . • , 1. . Ii . " j I .. 

tion of gates outside of:;all' tracks .. I' [: 

At the time of ':SUb1J:dSSion,~he E:xaminer requested' t.'Ilat all~ .• 
': .. "',! ". i ' . ',' 

:parties hold a joint, meeting; at the'" ',Cross,:l.ng.· end file, e '. ,:; , 

report of their conclusio'ns on or before iNovember22,19ss.Tb.e 
• ;: " ' " I, !:, ," .' '1," 

attorney for the Southerti: Pacific Compan;i£fled a report -of' s"aid '- . 

conference as follows: , , 
, ::: I. r' . '. I 

"Pursuant to the; suggestioni',of Examiner DeWol£~ 
representatives of the, Engineering Dcpartmeut ' 
of Engineering ',Departmentsl of the County, of Los 
A:rlgeles ~ the SO,llthern Pacific Company,. and the, 
staff of tile Coi=d.ss!on me;t on '!Nove:nber 9,.,1965,. 
to- discuss ,'the :geueral Situation and type of' 
automatic cross:i.ng protection that m!ght b,e 
installed a~~ tb.~e Sepulveda Bouleva=d railroad 
crossing. , : . : 

:."!b.e County of t(~S Angeles iandthc' Southern ~s.eifie'~ 
, Co;npeny were generally in iagreement as: to' what, ' 
: could be done', but the staff of, the: Commiss:(on' 
. was not: in sg;:eeme:l.twith !the County of' Los Angeles 
, and the Southern Pacific Company,. and the-County , 
: of, Los Angeles and the Southern Pacific Company . 
:. were nO,tin agreement 'with the ,staff of the.,Com-
: mission. " :: 

- i 
'I', 

;1 The' Commissiori • i,:tnds ' .. 'I.. -t :i, ,;", " ,.' ' Ii;, ' WUi ,,': , /1
11

• ' _ \;, ." ",;; \\'. ::l':' : . 
1. :, Separation o£gr,ades at this crossing, is ' des1ra'ble,.: ' " , 

:' ~.;: ., \\ I, . ',;., .. . : Ii:, 

but in the interim., ixm:nediJ'ateadditf~nal' protection in the :form.:,of, 
: : . '~i', ,,' " ':l: Ii!: .i: ,I ' .,: ~:,,: .:; , 
a9,ltomatic~:gatesisneeded.':: ' \' 'I' 

I Ii il! "", 
I " '. 'I' \,, I'" ',;,'"' """ I,ll, • 

2. iIhe protection a!t the cro~s:lng' is inadequate'~ The "crossi'C:g' 
II I :, '~:", !;'. '. . '., t' ". , i . ' .. ' , .' ""!' \ , ,:, , 

is particul.ar1y ha~do~s 1:0 trainmen and ,',the public using' thecross:- ' 
, ':i ::. . i,' . 1'1'; ,: .... , ," '. \ t' .<:,.,' ,.,,-" 

ing because of the multipl:tcity of thetracks,the;, close proximity .' . ., ',' iii ,.' ' , ,....."::' "",i' '. 

of the tracks to, Alameda' Street and~the manyt~ainsand' vehicles', " .,' 
I' , ", :': ~" r . , ". . ,', .,.' ""~' . '': " , . -',::' . 
including a large n~r of tank tru~ks, lX,sing theero~sing.,' :'; 

, " 

" d., 
I'" 

, "I: 

, ''',' 
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" 

\1 \ .,', 

may be alleviated by the construction olf ,eertai-n. eross~ver~ as 
\: " .. ". . 

, .', 
I' 

, . I' '." I. ",' ," " • 

recommended· by the staff, or by other tr.1.ck changes' ,which ,would have,' ,I " 

, , i~'" ; ,,' " I 

the Sa'Cle effect ofbring:tng all 'the, trae,ks into> a: smaller areaandi' , 

mOving them away from Ala:eda Street. 

4. The preponderance, of: the'evid~~ce, shows that, removal'of' 
" I . ,.,' , , :'" • I .' 

throuSh trains from the easterly'Souther,n Pacific" tracks'to'o,ther ," ,,', 
It • " ., .' ,:'~.\ • , '1\ •• ' 

tracks will raise certain complieatiolls'l'O.til the' merger ol,th~' 
, ' i "" , ," ':' > ,,' , " 

Southern Pacific Company and the'Pacif:i:c:'Electric RailwayCompany~ ,:'" 
"", • ," Ii: . • ,," , , .,', ,"', " ~ " _:: • : W.:" ,'"' ' . '_, ',r' , 

already approved by' the In'i:erstate Commerce Commission~ ~:ts'eom?lete"~,, 
. .'., ":'J' 

ly implemented. Rowever ,:there is'' no re~\sonto'bel:te;v:ethis-,w:tl1.: ' 

'0.01: be done within a reasonable time. 
, . ' i " ': i:!, " ' , , " " • :'" "" 

S. The' Soutbcm :>a~if1c Company sO,ould' move:t1;s,'mai.nline 
I ' • . . 

'.j' 

" ' 

o~ratious on· to the old PacifieEl~ctric\'!Railway tracks'orona 

track parallel to 8u(i itmnediatelyeaSeofi'the old' ;~ciii6" ~ie'ctriC" 
.' ,I' ' " . , ':. ""',,,: ,,' .. ,~" .,'< ': " 

Railway tracks... The costs of the trackchangesshou.l,d:,be'bomeby: 
• '. ..,' \\ ': '~ • ". J. • 

II I;" .i "', "c 
I: ," therailroaQ com~any. 

6~ 'Automatic gates sh6uldbe~'installed'at "the':r.emkinini 
I" "\ ""'-"'1-

traekage(except the track sel:vl.ng, the'Xidewater lank F'arm} 2 ,:' 

i. The eosts of the a\1tomatie gatesi~t the' orossit.g:: .. 0' •• · 
should be borne equally by the 'Sou~herri Pa;~~fie' Co~~a~y' a~d"the .,' "'i' 

I ' 1,' , ,,' , ' r ' 
Co, unty 0, f Los Angeles • " " , . ", /. i'! , ... 

8:. The costs of maiuta1n1ngthe autdlinatic'gcite~>.'· ~",,' ,", 
~ :: :. ~ I . • ' . . • , \:i . . .' " , , ' : . ',. .' ,.' 

should' be. borne equally'by the Southern Pacific ',Cotnpany and 'the 
v (i ," 

County of Los" Angeles~ 
I, 

" i ~ , 
, I' 

il 
, I. 

9. ' Themo1:ionto dis:n.ss should 'be d~mied' .. 
.. 
""., 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

o R D ER ' --- ... ~-. 

ii 
1., Southern Pacific Company shall nottfy this Commission of " ' 

\' 
the date when. the merger of the Southern. Pacific Company and':' the, 

Pacific Electric Railway becomes· final. 

-9-
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2. 'Within one year after the' date ~n which 'the' mer8e~ :becomei~ 
I, , '" \\ 

. "',. I'l. " .... ,- .. " " ," '/ t .,,", ' " "'r' ' " 

final, or within one yearaftertheeffeceive'date of, this order, . 

whichever is' later) the parties shall perform.· the' :workout:litie& 
. 1:" ,:" '. " . . 

below·. . ]
i' 

, .1 ' 

3.. Southern Pacific Company. shallc;onstruct·s new,c1:-ossover" :, 
. . . ' \1 <.... '.. : ~, .. ~. ;,_ " ". i ". 1: . 

approximately 1/4 mile south of SepUlveda iBoulevarcf, between· easterly 
. :. i:" '. '. .'., .:>, ...... . 

track· ''Eft and track "C", the cost tc>be>bo1,rn'e l>Y'the"Southe~: 
'Ii .'. ',"'" (" _, 

r ~: ~ •• 

\1' "I,', 

::',.: .. , ," . " ,.' \;. ". 

4.. Southern Pacific Company shall r(~routethroughtrain oper->,' 
I' ' Ii' ':: 

ations from track "Cn to easterly track "BI1."" 
, ' 

5-. As an alternative to' ordering: paragraphs Sand. 4':,the 

Southem Pacific Company may construct a nE~w traek'act:o~SSet'ulveda.',',,' 

Boulevard immediately adjacent to a~deast \'0£ the' "Brttrac~:~nct::: ..:; , 
. ,I,: 

'\" 

reroute' through operations£rom track "c't '~o th:i:snew: 'track' ... ' 
. . .' .. '. ii ,..,.... . . 

6. Southern Pacific Company, at its i::solecost,sha:ll,:remove: 

the Standard No. s: flashing light Signalo~. the' north side': of 
, '" i, ' , . . .. 

Sepulveda Boulevard east of Richfield spur itrack' itA". 
. :'. I '. 

. 'r ,I· ", ' , . " 
7. County of Los Angeles. at 1tssole:c:oS:t~shall~~oV'e the, 

, :i::. ,,:' r .', ,", '.:::: ' .. ' 
special traffic Signal on the SOt1.th si.de of, Sepul veda'. Boulevard ' 

,,' :i:( ;. . < ,II 

between Richfield spur track "A"'andtrackS: "BU. ' 
, :'[ • 'I' ,::'. '~ , 

S. Southern Pacific i:Compauy shall itista-ll twoStand'a'rd' No ..8 
. ;;:. . I: , ',' . ,:c' "." "r 

flaShing light Signals sup~~emetl.ted with a~:tom.atic,:gate ,arms",.. one on 
. iiii, :", '.' .... " ...... . 

the north side of Sepulveda::i eas,t of tracks :"BH and ,the, other'on:.'the 
" ;\I! ' . _:", \' , ; '. ," ,,' c • 

south side, west of the Richfield' spur track, t'A"', costs. to:.be:: " 
! • . i:i: ., . ;', I, ". ,.:' . " , :'. ,:' , I, ' 

I, divided .equally between LO~ii!!AngeleS County and the'Southern' ... pacifl.e: .. !> 
1(1:. )I 

. Company.. ',!il .' '. ': .' ., "i:,' . 

I:l. addition to no:j~l ope~aJionf(:,r trains on. ~~~~CkS "Aft:, .i' 
:1\, h I, ." ~J. '! 'I 

. III! , I. ii ! •••. I " ), 

and "B" the Standard' No. S j:J.ashiug. light s:Lgnaland automaticga'te::,' , . . ';y.~ 
'west of t:rack"A" shall al$'~' be a.ctuated,bYI:a,trai~opera~ing·~ver:;~;,.J:'::,' 

I: ,I ( ,.,:'0 .. -., ,,' ,",,1: '.: ,'c 

1,II Ii' I, ", ,j; 

.i"the crossing on track ftC". :::', . , .' .....): , .. ' 
I':' .. 1: 

'w ' !: 
"" 
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