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Louis E .. DeWitt and Ma.:ry Eoo' DeWitt, 
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Complainant, louis E. DeWitt,:: and his wife,. 'Mlu:y' E~ 
I, :' .' , 

.' 
,', 

I ,. ".. " , 

De't-7itt, have been residents of an apartment 8t.451 South Barril'lgton 
;11 ." . \' !'t , .. !. ,', \, ' ',":: ... ". ;, , , 

Street, in West los Angeles., since November 10.'1962. He'<:is'a 
I' • I,' ,t' '" • 

graphic: artist :'with NBC TV, and she has'been emPloyed a.t J:"-W • . '. 
" • c • I 

Robinson Cc>. fr.om time to time, although 'sinc:ea~utA~stof ',: 
I ,,' 

1; I • • , . ".' . ..... • ... 

last year, she :b.as beeuat home. Their: son,. Louis..E. De'Wit~, •.. J.r~,,· 
. :! . . . r, I' " :' , ' ~.-,", '.;, '. . 

is .a music::lan with a. band which basfilled'part~t:tme' engagements:: 
, I) I': ' ,._,' <,,.:':'. ';': 

at functions from' time to,'timeand bas, !bad regular ,engagements. 'at' 
,. 1 • .• 

I ' I . I , I" (·1-,,· '" 

Warehouse 9 and: the Mirage Bar in 1.os kageles' and' Santa'i Monica:.; 
, : . :,' " " ,,', ' ... '.;' ':'", i' 

He was at Camp Pendleton in the V,arine iCorps Reserve d~ii1.g.:·the~,,:. 
, • . ': ~ , '" I I " :;. " ".'" ' ~: . \ , 

perlociJuly,.. 1963~' through: Januaryit ·19~.'i· 
, "I 
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Complainant: alleges that bIs kessageunitCharge~a~' 
I ',' 

his telephone station 476-1605, for ;which sern.ce' is:rendcred!',' 
. I; ,i' 

by defendant, have been, andcontinu.e' to be, excessivewi.thout .' 
" 

basis~ 

Defendant denies eomplain.aLUt· has been." charged . for 
. I, 

I . 

$199'.83 .. 
, I' . 

00.;; the basis of th~ adjus~ed' ~nths~ eOtnp:l~ina:lt 
:i .' I . ( ,":; ,J 

alleges ~t':, S. similar adjustment should be ordered' by -the 
: : . ! : i I .:' . '~' . • , • • . J ~ 

Cotmnission for the months from November; 1962, t~: but no,t,in;", 
r· -!' ," , 

eluding. Noveiber, 1965, at the rate ;of$30' per month ... 
. - , 
') .. • ,', , I" .'." ' "::'" ' ,. "'" ;':. 

Publl.c hearings were held :8.t Los Angeles<beforeExaminer 
; '. .] ': .. ',', I, " 

Warner 0'0. .January 27, March 10, and' ;t\pr~l 13" 1966. 
. ". ,. \ •• '" I,. , I,,', I, . I' 

Defendant maintains and fu:nishes'detailed,tstatements. 
:1. '. ,:' !'. " ':. . .' .::( 

of message llxd.t calls showing the nuiober called, the:' time in,,' 
, I" , 

minutes, the number of message uni.t$~:· and upon request,., the,. 

name of the p~ty' called" but such· r~cordsare . maillt~ixled ~nly 
" 

for a six-months r period. 
'I il , 

I . \1, ' "'. 

Since no detailecireco:rcis'~":r:ior to- '.ranuary~' 1965"were. ' 
1 " \ , " ." , ~:. ' 

available,. the presiding examiner re~uesteddefendant to- -subniie, 
: t . 1<' I' :i, III' 

detailed statements for the year 1965:, which were rec,ei.ved' a::: ' ' 
"; . 1'., II" , ." " 

Exhibit 22. The, purpose of said, e~.hi:bit . was "t<>-es'taba.isb:/if 
"i" .. ., i '; , " • (t" .' " . ,,':. , 

. j!: 
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. .Ii"· \' 

possi~le~ complainant's calling. ~~~ts' during' 1965. , , "\', t" 
Exhibit 22 shows by a red mark 'the 'called station\', , \:'; 

. \. ., , " "'.;: I. 
number which complaiDant did not recognize during each. month~' \: 

, I ',. '",' 'I' . \', 

Also shown I,is 'the ,name and' address':: of the, unrecognized' telephone 
, ,.1', I' 

: I"~ I:' 
. ' .' . . \ i : 1 ~ , 

Exhibit 21 is a smrmary of" defendant ':s reviewof,tk~e'i 

number.' 

, . ' .... ,\1' 

message unit billing to complatc..:n.t:.' s telephone·forthe ye~r [" 'i'. . 

1965, which shows 378 disclaime<l calls out· of a total of, 1,,06'2;+' .. 
'. .' .i' I'. 

calls, and '2,455- disclaimed me8sag~: units, with a ·cost 0·£ ,$lo'ZJ:47:,.. 
" ,J:..: ' " ) ", )~. ~ ,:,,' '" . - ,i\" 'r~ '_. 

out of a total of 6,105 message' unfts. Total message unit charges,. 
. ,~" . , '.' ). \, , 

for lS65, including disclaimed cost\s,. were .. $267.8'5. , Disclaimed! 
. " ',: '" ",:.'.'" .. \: 

calls totaled 128 and 700 disclaimed, message'units du:ri~,the:" i., 
, '. . .' . :" .... '.. ' ............. I:, 

last five months of 1965 compared· wl.1:h 250 calls' and 1,7SSmesslage 
.. '.' ". :" ", , .. I: . 

units disclaimed for the first' sevet:~monthsof that ,year.' ... ' i' 
'1' .. . " I: ' 
, ' .. '. " . 'I 

Upon examination, complai~t 's witnesses: recognized '. i: ' 

. .'.' I' .,'. , " '. ',' I' 
additional numbers and names and add,~.esses Cllllecl'shQt!1D, ~,s: d1s~t. 

claimed in Exhibit 22. Many of the:· disclaimed ,numbers are . those· 
.• ','.' ,'.' I:' 

of answering services, agencies'~ mus,:i~c:and' record,establisbment'~' 
, \ • ~ I 

and' studios, cafes and bars~ hotels:;I::motels·, androOudng"hoUses,: :': 
':1 , . ',',', '. '" . ','1. '. ",' . ",' ,.' j' 

and names of oeb.er places whic:b;sugge:st aSsoc14t1onwith'tb.e' i'· 
. . " I,' ,"', , 

entertainment world. , 
Ii 
I' 

Exhibit 8 is a surrmary of complainant:" s message uni't : 

billin8s by month for the ye4rS.1962 through 1965. Said exhib11 
shows 3a months in'excess of $20 per:~lOnth.. From July~ ...•.. 1963., '. f 
through Januaxy,. 1964, .the peri~ of t~e SOtl,.~ Marine'~~'\;i 
service away from.'home, the bill was:l\~ss than $20· per month~' "f 
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I: \: ' 
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il ." \;", 

t·t: 
\: . ,t , 

, . ' ' " 'I': '. , ,.' " -,:,' .... ,,;\t', :' 
except in September 1963,~ when it was

i
: $22:.27 and Decembe~i96~;~,.when', 
II ".' . '" .',1 

it waS $20~27. The average monthly b:llling for 1962 was$3S'.25';, 
• ,,,. - '. ' • ..' " , " • .' • , ;:. .' I .' • ~,,' ,\\.:. . \' ' " .'. " 

1963, $2&.07; 1964. $32.59; and 1965, $22.32. 'l:h~ Augurt.1965.~tlI: 
was $21.10; September 1965, $16~81;October 1965~ $20'.86; .. ,' Novembier, 

-. ~i .' ",' . . ",-;.' '.', " \~ t', • 

1965, $23.45; and December 1965,$11.7'9:. The' cos.ts.·of d£scla':tmed:, 
-. I' .' - . _ ,: ,:',,;: I, 

calls were $28-.35 for the period Augus,t throuShDecember,19,6~/.\:, 
, . - , ". .",",-- , .. ( 

compared-with, $74 .. 12 for' the period, JanuarythroughJUly_:196S'.i \' 
'" I 

• I . "".' \'." 

Based on the record,.' we f:t.n~l that: :i,. '. 
l , , . I • ,I \~,' J • , • 

1. Complainant and his. wife are'\,':'subscribers- to:defendant':sV." ' 
II . " ' . '. ," I", 

telephone service in an apartment at ~~l South ~~onAvenu~~\ 

West., Los Angeles, where they have r,es'td since 196Z, ... .... ..! \ 

2. Although their apartment 'is occupied only,by:'themselve:>' \: 
. . .' .. , . : .... .... ' •... '., ...... -, : \i 

and their son, total message units andlmessage unit ,calls, havebCen 
(:. , . " '" , ',c'.' \ ..' 1:' .' 

between 400· and 600 per month. However, the number decreased,' inl 
. i" ... i:-' . 

the period July 1963 through January 15164, when the sOri,' was: ',in the', 
I ' '. ' 

, .: ' 

, . 
I, 

, I, 

, ' 

r· . , . ,,' ,., .' . " . ,I, .: '1 , 

Marine Co,,:s service. The number of d~scl~ca~~~~ ~~~a~~tJ. . 
message Ulll.ts ,has decreased since Mrs.\DeWl.tt ceased' 'Worldng;:durfng( " 

- I . . ,-" ',. • '1' 

',: " . 

, II· . ' ~'.' t ',.' ". • ' I.' 

-: 3. Complainant admits 684 calls ,out of'l ,062 ca-llsdoring. i \. 
, . . : ~ " . :' . ' .' . ',' \. 

1965, resulting in 3,650 admitted'messaigeunits, out of &,10$",' 

mess.age units. i l 

.. . !:\. '. " "".> •. ' 

4. Most d1sclaimed calls during 1965 were'to places' 
, . . ::\1,-" '. " .' "\ ,.:., ,<, -,' \ ',',1_: 

associated with the entertaimnent ~orld~!, or admittedly known '. 

associates. 

s. i'l ", . 
'!here is no evidence that eomp,lainantha's Oeen:~bf11ed 

;"'1,'. I', .• "'", "',1',' 

i : inc~r.reetly ... I . ~. i 

;:.\ 
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:1 I 

I:t is incUmbent upon compiainantto:mon1.tdr use':of,':h1s 
,i r' \ . 
i I 

telephone. i "~, 
'''. 'i I: . 

The complaint should be· d:ismissed .. , .' 
I 
I ,.. 

I 
" 

ORDER .... ' ... -" ...... ,-. 
, 
" I I; 

, , .. 

IT IS ORDERED that, the c~mplaint isd1smissed. 
1

1
'0 

Xb.e effective cL9;te of ·thiJ~ order shall bel twenty' d8.Ys,,·· 
~ ". . 

after the d~te hereof. 

day of 

I 
,I 

D;~ted • t . S;;u:l. FrolJ,ci,sc(t. 
:1 

~iMAY ... 1'9' '66 
,I ).'. 

:, California, ,this' ..;. --J. .... -.;;. ___ 

\' 
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'1 
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