Decision No.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CITIZENS UTILITIES COMPANY OF CALe. )
OMPANY OF
IFORNIA for an order authorizing .g %gg%igqgigghgg' gg%g§‘,.
_applicant to cancel certain tariff : amended A ril 5 1966)
szgets and to appropriately'revise P

others. - _

OPINTON AND ORDER -

' Applicant, alleging_that its ConejoAValley‘District Water“ﬁ?v
System (System), in Ventura County, was. condemned on.Mnrch 2, 1966 5' |
by Ventura County Watervorks: District No. 6 (District), pursuant to.n
an Agreement Implementing Stipulation for Entry of Interlocutory ‘,
Judgment of Condemmation, e xecuted on September 27, 1965~(Exhibit Af 
of Amendment to Application), requests authority (a) to be relieved':i

" of the obligation to render public utility water service in the R
condemned area, effective Mnrch 1966 and (b) authorizing certain
cancellations of and. revisions to applicant S existing tariff sheets,
as specified in the original application which relate'to wnter
service by applicant from the condemned system,- ' o |

The agreement of September 27 1965-provides in substance
among other matters, that: (a) the District, upon and after taking
possession of the System, will sexve water, wi thout discrimination,""
under its rates and rules (Exhibit B, Amendment to Application), to
all customexs within the area'wherein.the company is then certifi-
cated to provide water service and will continue to: serve all of
such customers whether'located within or without the territorial
boundsxies of the District° ®) disputed closing bills will be

referred to the Commission for scttlement and the first money




collected by the District from such customers shall accrue to the

company and be applied first to arrears and then to the company s ?5:;

share of such closing billings; (c) ‘the company-will remain.obli-ﬁ S

gated to-make refunds on main extension contracts entered into g‘v
prior to the agreement date and the-District agrees to: furnish
information needed by the company in order tovfulfill its refunding ;i-
obligations under such contractS‘ and (d) the District will assume “
all refunding obligations of the company under main extension.con-‘~ﬁ'
tracts entered into by the company-between the date of the agree-h“ B
ment and the date the District takes possession of the water system;;f“
Applicant alleges that all security deposits had been ‘
refunded as of'March 31, 1966, to—customers of its Conejo Valley

District sSystem.

Although applicant has not Specifically referred tonSecufﬁi“V'”'d

tion 851 of the Public Utilities Code~as authority~for seeking to beft"'

relieved of its public utility obligations,in ccnnection with dis-;‘t
posal of its Conejo. Valley-District water system, we will treat

this application, as amended, as falling;within the purview'of that
section under applicant's prayexr for such other order as' may~be |

proper.,

prior Commission authorization, the sale encumbrance or‘other dis—
position of the whole or amy part of a utility s system or other 7,
property necessary or useful in the performance of its duties to the
public, .and makes void any such sale,'encumbrance or other dispo-iu
sition of such properties other ‘than in accordance—with the
Commission's authorization. ' | o , T -
It appears, from the amended application.herein, that the
parties hawe, by their agreement, made reasonable provision for

Section 851 of the Public Utilities Code forbids, without ff#/,.‘“
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various obligations of the utility ﬁhich' txor;':nal;1'1";i w.ould be of com~ _
cern to the Commission in considering whether the pu‘blic interest
would be adversely affected by anthorizing a disposition of utility

properties and relieving the utility of its- public utility obliga- :
tions, e |

NN .
‘}

| Accordingly, we find that the disposi ion by applicant
of its Conejo Valley District Water System in accordance with the
agreement dated September 27, 1965, hereinabove referred to, is: not
adverse to the public interest.' We further find that applicant s |
proposed tariff gmendments, as specified in Paragraphs V and VI of
the original application herein are appropriate. Therefore,

IT Is ORDERED that, upon. filing of re\rised tariff sheets
and sexrvice area maps which exclude the area served by the trans- |
ferred properties, appl:.cant shall stand- relieved as of March 2
1966, of all public utility obligations in connection with its , |
Conejo Valley District Water System, except remaining refund obliga- \
tions under main extension contracts entered into by applicant prior
to execntion of its agreenent with Ventura County Waterworks Dis—-
trict No. 6, Exhibit A to the amendment to the application herein. |

A public hearing is not necessary.‘ ,

The effective date of this order shall be ten days after _
the date hereof o

Dated ___a.n_mnm____, California, t_his *“2% day of

f
i)

_, President ‘ O

o . Cow sioners
‘Conmi sioner William M. -Bennett,- boing,\
necossarily absent, did. net mrucipatm
in the disposition of m;‘ Drocooding.,
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CONCURRING OPINION OF COMMISSIONER HOLOBOEE.

I concur in the findings and order.

In the circumstances of this;case, I do

not thirk it necessary to inélude a discussion of

the exact basis of our:-j‘uxfisd'i(ctio_n:; |

‘San Francisco, California -
May 24, 1966
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"'% 7/555#7’/4 o RN
’ CONCIRRERS OPINION OP COMMISSIONER.GROVER

p would hold a publzc hearzng.. In vneW'of our most

recent f£indings with respect to the rate base of. the Cone;o jf" R

system (Decxszon No. 68841 issued Aprzl 6, 1965 1n |
Application No. 45442), and partzcularly 1n.v1ew of what o
Citizens appears to have paid. for this system only three
years ago, I believe we should explore more ful_y the
award agreed upon in. the condemnat;on proceed:ngs. o

Even if the applncatzon were todbe granted I agree
with Commissioner Holoboff that thzs 1s not an appropr;ate

proceeding 1n.wh1ch o go~;nto~the exact baszs of our

Jurisdietion.

San Franczsco, Calzfornla

May- 24,1966

George/G. Grover, Commissioner



