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Decision No. 70940 a RIGINAt 
------

BEFORE THE POBLIC UTILIXIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF' CALIFORNT-A 

In the ~.atte~ o! ~e App11cat~on o~ 
PACIFIC GAS ~'O E!.ECT?!C COMPPJ\'!Y tor 
a certi!1catc of pu~lic convenience 
and nece~~1ty to cc.n~truct~ install, 
operate~ r::.nnu..i.:l and use Unit No. ~ 
at ZOe Geysers Power P~t. 

(Electric) ) 

cpn~ON .A11) ORDER 

Al'plicationNo. 48l:.48 
(Filed May:;:; 1966) 

Pacific Gas a..."ld. Electric CO:lPany (Pacific) requests 

a certificate of public convenience and necess1tytor the 

construction, operation" a.."'l.d. ma.1ntena.nce of a tourthunit at its 
~ 

geot~ermal steam-electriC generat1ng station in Sonoma Co~ty> 

known as The Geysers Power Plant. 

Unit No. 1 a.t The Geysers ?owe~ Plant and, its accompany-

~"'l.g t~:m1ss1on-11ne project were certificated by t~s 

Comm1ssion~s DeCiSion No. 58243, d.3.ted Apr!.l 7) 1959,,1n 
, 

Appllcat10n No. 40641. 'O':l.i.t. No. 1 wa.s pla.ced .in commereia.l. 

operation on Septem.be~ 25" 1960. Subseq:.;.ently and P'l:rsua.nt to 

the authorization contained. 1n Decision No. 62243~. dated July '11" 

1961~ in Application No. 43331" Pacific constructed Unit No.2) 

havi..."'l.g operating capa.city ot,12",500 kw and 'bringing the total 

plant capacity to 25,000 kw'. Un!.t AO. 2 was pla.ced. in co~ercial 

operation ~~cb 19, 1963. Un!t No.3-was cert1~1cated. by thiz 

Co:m:1ss1on's DeCision No. 67858, da.ted September 22, 1964, in 

Application No. 46807 ~ hav1.."lg operat1..~g ca:pac1ty of ?:r ,500 kw 

(name pla.te). Commercial oper~tion' or Unit No.. 3- is scheduled. 

tor Septe:nOer" 1966. 

PaeUie now prt"1poses to install Unit No.4~, wMch Will 

consist o-r one 27,500 kw (name plate) capae1:ty turbo-generator, 
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one barometric condenser with gas ejectors and circulating water 
" 

pumps, and one cooling, tower, together with related electrical 

facilities, includ1Dg one 24,000/32,000 kV'a, 13.8-60/115- kv', 

:3 phase transformer, tbe unit to be provided wi.th not less: than 

550,000 pounds of steam per hoor at a pressure of 65 pounds-per 

square inch gauge and a temperature of about 34i degrees Fabrenheit. 
. -. 

Applicant proposes to have Unit No·. 4 in commercial·· operation by 

December 1, 1968. 

Tbe est1m.ated cost of Unit No.4 is $3,170,000.· The

average delivered energy cost is estimated to be 4.42 mills per 
, 

kilowatt-bour at 901. capacity factor as compared with 4.81 mills 

for Unit No.3 and with 5.65 mills for Units Nos. 1: and 2-- comb!Ued 

at a 907. capacity factor. 

Unit No. 4 will be located adjacent to Unit No. 3 about 

l~ miles west of Units Nos. 1 and 2. The transmission facilities 

to be furnished in connection with Unit No.3 will be used for 

the output of Unit No.4. These 60 kV' transmission faeilit.ies 

will include about 1.0 miles of transmission line from Units 

Nos. 1 and 2 and about 10.5 miles of transmission lines from 

Unit No. 3 to an existitlg transmissiou line- in the vicinity of 

Cloverdale. 

For the operation of The Geysers Power Plant, Pacific 

purcbases geothermal steam pursuant to an agreement d<:l ted 

October 30, 1958, as amended by agreements respectively <Ut-ted 

l·iarch 31, 1961, aud August 4, 1964, with Magma Power Company and 

Thermal Power Company. The basic agreement as amended is a par.t of 

Application No. 43331 and is bereby. incorporated into the record 

herein by reference. 

The Commission finds that 3pplic.ant~s- proposal is in the 

public interest~ that public convenience and necessity now· require aud 

will X'equire the construction of Unit No. 4 of The Geysers Power Plant, 

togetber~th related facilities and transmission lines -as-proposed in 
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this appl1ca.t10n~ that a publ1c hearing. is notnecessa.ry.,. and 

that a certifica.te should be issued* 

The cert1ficate of public convenience and necessity 

which Will issue herein is subject to the tollo'Wil:l.g prons1.on o~ 

law: 

'1b.at the CO:mUssion sb.a.ll, have nOo power to a.uthorize 
the capitalization of" this certi!'1ca.te of public 
convenience and necessity or the right to own,. 
operate or enjoy sucb certificate of public conven
ience and necessity in excess of the amount (exclusive 
of any tax or annual charge) actually paid to,' the 
State as the consideration for the issuance o~ such 
certificate or publ1c conve:nence and necessity or 
right. 

The action herein is tor the issuance of , a cert1~cate 

of public convenience a:ld necessity only and is not to_be consi

dered as indicative of" amounts to be :Ulcluded :1.u proceedings for 

the pur.pose or deter:nin1ng just and ree.so:le.ble ra.tes~ 

IT IS OBDERED that: 

1. A cert11"1cate oi"' public convenience and necessity 1s 

grented to Pac1f':tc Gas and ElectriC Company to constr.lct~ opera.te,., 

:n.a.1nta.1n a.."ld use geOothermaJ. steam-electric generat1ng, Unit No.4 

of'l'b.e Geysers Power Planta.s described 1.n the.a.pplication. 
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2. Applicant shall file wIth this Commission a detailed 

statement of the constt"ucti01l. cost of The Geysers Fower Plant Unit 

No. 4 and related facilities and transmssionlines witbinone 

year following the date of completion. 

3. !he authorization granted shall e-...cpire if not exe-.ceised 

within three years from tb~ effective date. hereof. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. . -J 
~",'~ f.A" 

Dated. at ______ -=:::==~) california, this 1t:Z -' 
~yof ______ ~J~UaLY ________ 1 


