Deecision No. <0940 | D °R|B|NA!’ -

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

in the Matter of the Application of
“ACIFIC’gAS AXD E_Ecrﬁ_c COMPANY for
© & certificate of public convenience LELLS
and necessity to censtruct, install A%giigatﬁgg §?.1966) ‘
operate, raintain and use Unit No.'i ¢ >
at The Geysers Power Plent. , ,

(Electric) | /

CPINION AND OXDER

Pacific Ges and Electric Company (Pacific) requests

a certificate of pudblic convenience and necessity-‘or the
construction, operation, and maintenance of a fourth unit at its
geothernmel cteam-elecc_*c generating. stetion in Sonoma County,
Xnown as The Geysers Power Plant. |

~ Unit No. 1 at The Geysers Power Plant and 1ts accompenyh
ing trausmission-line project were certificated by this
Commis ssion's Decision No. 58243, dated April 7, 1959, in
Appllcation No. 40641. TUnit No. 1 was placed in commerciel
operation on September 25, 1960. Subs equently and pursuent to
the authorization contained in Decision No. 62243, dated July 11,
1961, in Application No. 43331, Pacific constructed Unit Yo. 2,
having oporatiwg capacity - O* 12,500 kw and brinqing the total
plant capacity to 25,000 kw. Unit No. 2 was placed in commercia_
operation March 19, 1963. Unit No. 3 was certi‘icated by thi*
Comzisslon’s Decisilon No. 67858, dated September 22, v196u in
Application No. 46807, having operatirg,caoacity of 27,500 kw
(nane nlate) Comme rclal operation of Unit hOw 3 is °cheduled -
for September, 1966. .

Pgeific now proposes to install Unit No. L which will

consist of omne 27,500 kw (name plate) cepacity turbo-generator,




one Bérometr:f.c condenser with gas ejectors and c:’.:n:culalting‘ water
pumps, and one cooling tower, together with related electri‘cél‘
facilities, Including ome 24,000/32,000 kva, 13.8-60/115 kv,
3 phase transformer, the unit to be provided with not lefésf than
550,000 pounds of steam per hour at a pressure of 65 po;m&s"per
square inch gauge and a temperature of about 342 degrees Fah:enheit;.
Applicant proposes to have Unit No. 4 in comercial-j- opetaﬁib# by :
December 1, 1968. | - o

The estimated cost of Unit No. 4 is $3,170,000. The
average delivered emexrgy cost is estimated to be 4.42 nills per
kilowatt-hour at 907 capacity factor as compafed with"a -8l mills

~for Unit No. 3 and with 5.65 mills for Units Nos. 1 and 2. comb:’.ned
at a 90% capacity factor.

Unit No. 4 will be located adjacent to Unit No. f3"abput'

1% miles west of Units Nos. 1 and 2. The transmission facilities
to be furnished in commection with Unit No. 3 will be used for
the output of Unit No. 4. These 60 kv transm:.ssion facil:.ties
will include about 1.0 miles of tramsmissicn line from Unz'.ts
Nos. 1 and Z and about 10.5 miles of transmission lines from
Unit No. 3 to an estt:.ng transmission line in the vicinity of :
Cloverdale. ' :

For the operation of The Geysers Power Plant s Pacific |
purchases geothermal steam pursuant to an agreecment dated
QOctober 30, 1958, aé amended by agxeements respectively dated
laxch 31, 1961, and August &, 1964, with Magma Pgwer Company and
Thermal Power Company. The basic agrecment as amétded:‘ :‘.‘s v‘é part of
Application No. 43331 and is bereby n'.ncorporated into the recora -
herein by reference. ‘

The Commission finds that applicant'é proposal is ‘:‘.‘n the
public interest, that public convenience and neéessity now require and |
will require the construction of Unit No. & of The Geysers Power Plont,

together with related facilities and transmfssion lines_'éé -p:ﬁ'oposed in
-2- o




i

this application, that s pudblic hearing is not necessary, and
that a certificate should be issued.

The certificate of public convenience and necessity

which will issue herein is subject to the following provisicn of

laws

That the Commission shall have no power to authorize

the capitalization of thils certificate of public

convenlence and necessity or the right to own,

operate or enjoy such certificate of public conven-

ience and necessity in excess of the amount (exclusive

of any tax or annual charge) actuslly paid to the

State as the consideration for the issuance of such

certificate of public convenience and necessity or

right. , L o «

The action heérein 1s for the issuance offa‘cé:tificaxe
of pudlic convenience and necessity only and is not to.be consi-
dered as indicative of amounts to be included in proceedings for
the purpose of deteraining just and reasoncble rates.

IT IS ORDERED that: | -

1. A certificate of pudblic convenience and necessity is
grented to Pacific Gas and Electric Company‘to construct, operate,
meintain and use geothermal steam-electric géneratingﬁUnitVNo;3&

of The Geysers Power Plant as described in the application.




2. Applicant shall flle with this Commission a\deta£1ed"
statement of the comstruction cost of The Geysers Power,Plént Unit
No. 4 and related facilitles and transmission lines within one
year following the date of completion. |

3. The authorization granted shall expife'if not exercised

within three years from the effective date hereof.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

after the date hereof. -
Sad DTHDCIECR

Dated at , California, this /X <
day of JULY




