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Decision No. 70952 ORIGINAL 
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of DEVINE & SON TRUCKING ) 
CO., a corporation, for authority to ) 
charge rates lower than the minimum ) 
rates established by the california ) 
Publie Utilities Commission for the ) 
transportation of unprocessed bark ) 
and sawcill residue incidental to ) 
production £-xom points in california ) 
named herein to Vita-Bark Inc. at » 
Elk Creek, california. 

-------------------------------) 
James J. Devine, for applicant. 
C. D. Gilbert, H. F. KQllmyer and 

Application No. 48346 
(Filed March 28, 1966) 

A. D. Poe, for California Trucking 
Association, interested party. 

Ceor~e R.. Morrison and JO' C. Matson, for 
the commission staff. 

OPINION - .... ---_--. 

This application was heard and submitted before Examiner 

Ib.ompsl;)'O. on May 11, 1966 at Sacr.:::nerl:to.. Copies of the appli~ation 

and notice of hearing were served in accordance with the eonmli.ssion s 
procedural rules. There are no protests. 

Devine & Son Trucking Co., a corporation, is engaged in 

transportation, among other things) as a high.way contract carrier 

of wood chips, bar!< and sawmill residue between Elk Creek, Ukiah 

and Paskenta. This o?eration is conducted as a division of the 

corporation. Other divisions transport other commodities as a 

higbway common carrier and as a ?ermittc.:1 carrier. Applicant seeks 

herein authority to charge and collect rates different and less than 

the applicable tU.D';.mum rates for the transportation of unprocessed 

bark Ol'O.d sawmill residue fo!: Vita-Bark, Inc. 
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Applicant proposes to charge a rate of $4.15 per unit 

of 200 cubic feet for transportation from. Paskenta and from Ukiah 

to Elk Creek. According to applicant a unit of 200 cubic feet is 

the unit of measurement commonly used in the trade and on shipments 

from Ukiah:. which consist primarily of pine bark, the unit will 

weigh. approximately 2,827 pounds and on shipments from. Paskenta, 

which consist mainly of fir bark:. the unit: 'Will weigh-approximately 

2,993 pounds. The'tllinimum rates are in cents per 100 poUnds •. 

Since 1960 applicant has transported wood chips to Ukiah 

from. the plant of Glenco Forest Products Co. at Elk Creek. Vita

Bar~lo Inc. is engaged in the production of soil additives and 

nutrients, among other things, which are made from bark and sawmill 

residue. In 1964 it established a plant at Elk Creek for grinding, 

sizing, storing and distributing ground bark products.. Until 

recently its supply of raw material was obtained from the plant of 

Glenco Forest Products Co. The bark and residue are by-products of 

the production of wood chips. Vita-Bark requires additional raw 

material for its Elk Creek plant and bas arranged t~ obtain that 

supply from tlills at UIdah and Paskenta.. It has used the services 

of applicant to transport this material. Vita-Bark 0?Crates similar 

plant facilities at Shingle Springs and at Truckee. Its president 

testified that: the company uses its own trucks to transport the raw 

materials and the fin1.shed products to- and from those plants; that' 

he is cognizant of the costs of transporting bark and residue; tb.3.t 

transportation costs are the major portion 0; the cost of ?lacing 

the products in the market because the products are of lo~ value; 

and that Vita-Bark will undertake to provide its own trucking 

facilities for the Elk Crecl~ plant similar to those. it uses at 
, 

Shingle Springs and Truckee if applicant is not authorized to charge 

the proposed rates. 
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The presi.dent o~ applicant: stated that the division of 

the company performing toe transportation has one. set of trailers 

constructed specially for the transportation of bark and has an 

additional set on order.. These trailers~ operated as doubles~ "'-rc 

26-foot, open-top vans with a hydraulic hoist for end dumping.. It 

also has three other sets of trailers designed principally for the 

transportation of wood chips that, can be used to transport bark .. 

They do not Mve hydraulic hoists; however, they can be unloadeci by 

du:nping with the use of a crane at the destination at Elk Creek. 

He said that the transportation of unprocessed bark to Elk Creek, 

complements the operations in the transportation of wood chips from 

Elk Creel( to Ultiah and the transporea:tion of processed'bark products 

£rom Elk Creek to and through Willows~ which is the 'terminal of,the 

clivision. 

The president testified that although the minimum rate for 

transportation between Paskenta and Elk. Creek is based upon 41 con

structive miles, the route -:raverscd by:, his trucks is 73 actual; 

miles.. He said that the constructive mileage 'route has two bridges 

with posted load limits and that while 'there are routes. between the 

points shorter than the one his trucks traverse, for,operat!.onal' 

reasons it is desirable that the vehicles be routed via the ' 

division's terminal at Willows .. 

He presented an estimate, based upon the: applicant's 

exp-erience in this transportation, of, the costs of providing the 

service between Elk Creek and Paskenta ..:t.nd between Ell( Creek and 

Ukiah along the routes to be traversed.1'b.e estfmate shows that 

the rates will be comp,ensatory. 

California Trucking As&ociation and the COmmission staff 

participated by cross-examining the witnesses. The evidence 

offered by applicant is uncontradicted and fully supports the 
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estimates of the cost of providing the service. We find that .the 

proposed rates are reasonable and conclude that the application 

should be granted. 

In accordAnce with the policy of the Commission in these 
I , 

'm3.tters the authoney gx-anted will be scheduled' to cxt>ire in one 

year. 

ORDER: - ..... _--
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Devine & Son Trucking Co. ~ a corporation, is authorized 

to charge and collect rates different from and less ~ha.n the appli

~blc ~inicum rates but not less t~ the rates set forth in 

Appendix A., attached hercto. and by this reference made a part 

hereof, for the transportation of unprocessed bark and sawmill 

residue for Vita-Bark, Inc., from Paskenta and Ukiah, on the one 

hand, to Elk Creel(~ on the other band .. 

2.. The autbori1:y granted herein shall expire July 31~ 196-7 ~-. 
unless sooner canceled, modified or extended ·by order of the 

Commission. 

'!he effeeeive date of thi.s. order shall 1:>e twen~ days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ &n __ ~ _____ , California, thi.s /~-c:t... 
dayof _______ J~Ul_Y ____ ___ 
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APPENDIX A 

Item. Nc. 10. 

Item. No. 20. 

Devine ~i: Son Trueking Co~ 

Sehedule of Minimum Rates 
for the T:ansportation of 

Unprocessed Bark and Sa~~ll Resiaue 
for Vita-Bark. Ine. 

E."<:cept as provided" in Section 2, the 
transpo:tation of ~processed bark ane 
sawmill residue shall be subj ect to 
the minim~ rates and rules- set fortn 
in Minimum Rate Tariff No". 2 in effect 
at the time of transportation. 

Section 2. 

Rates in this seetion ap?ly to the trans
portation of unproeessed bark and' sa'Wmill 
residue, in bull<, from PasI<:e:l'ea and tndah 
to- Elk creek. 

~.~ • I • 

Item No .. 25. Rates in this seetion are based upon a unit 
of measurement of a unit ectual to 200 cubic 
feet of the commodity in bulk. 

Item No. 30. . Rates in Dollars per unit to Elk Creek 

From 

Paskenta 

Ukiah _, 

Rate per Unit 

$4.15 

4.15-

Minimum -Load -per Tri,E: 

14:25 units. 

15 units" 

End of Schedule 

.\". 


