
ORIGINAL 
Decision Ne. 71072 

BEFORE nIE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF :HE STATE OF, CA!.IFO~"IA 

In the Ma,tter of the Application I 
of SOOtHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for 
authority to discontinue agency 
at Niland, County of Imperial, 
State of california. 

Application No,. 48222 
Filed February 1, 1966 

RandolR,h Karr and Walt A. Stei~er, for 
applicant. 

Donovan P. Anderson, for Order of Railway 
Conductors and brakemen, protestant. 

Barney H. Howell, interested party 
Claude cariock, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION ---- ...... - .... 

Southern Pacific Company seeks authority to discontine 

its agency at Niland, Imperi3l County, california, and thereafter 

maintain said station as a Class A nonage~cy station. Applicant 

alleges that under present conditions both the business handled 

and the type of business conducted at said station do, not warrant 

continued maintenance of an agency at Niland; that the general 

public can be adequately and conveniently served at the agency 

stations of Brawley and El Centro; and that public convenience sr.c 

necessity can best be served by discontinuing the present agency 

at Niland. 

A public bearing was held at Br.awley~ California, ou 

March l7, 1966, before Examin~r Robert &rnett. Notice of hearing 

~as posted and published as required by the Comcission. Frior to 

filing this application, appliea~e had complied with the provisions 

of General Order No. 36-B preparatory to terminating the agency. 
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. A:. 48222 gf& 

!here was one pro~estant and one interested party. 

the interested party presented testimony in opposition to the 

application. 

On tbe evidence presented at the hearing, the Coomission 

finds as follows: 

!he Southern ~acific COl'llpGny, as part of its Yuma- Indio 

run,. constructed its tl:ack through Niland, originally called 

Old Beach, in 1877. A depot was built in 1903 and the name was 

cbanged to Imperial .!unction. About this Sc;lme time the Inte:r

Califomia RaUws.y Company opera.ted a line between Niland and 

Calexico. This line is now a pa:rt of the Southern Pacific Company 

system.. In 1914 Impel:ial .!l.mction became mown as Niland. The 

early history of the station showed great activity but the years 

since 1945 record dwincling use. The cattle corral built at 

the turn of the ceneury was. removed in 1945; ttain orders 'Were 

dis<:ontinued 'When Centralized 'Il:'affic Control was installed, 195&; 

txa.c:k scales were :removed, 1957; accot.mting functions were :re

moved to Los Angeles, 1959; the three telegrapby jobs were 

abolished, 1960; and a 24 ... hour,. ,-day-a.-week a.gency was reduced 

to its present one-man, five-day per week, 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

operation. 

In 1965 no inbound or outbound carloads of f:eight 

originated or terminaeed at Niland. Less than carload shipments 

3.xe handled by motor ear:ier. The agent bas !lO" duties as to 

. freight loss o%' Gamage c'a':m>. ::Wo cbcmieal.comp.anies store 
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freight cars 0:1 leased tra.ck a~ Niland but tlle agent has no duties 

Y1ith respect to this storage. Tae ~entts service is not needed 

for the operation of trains in 31lG. out 0 f t:hc I:lpcri.a.l V.:llley .. 

His ~etual work load is perforced in less tll.ln one hour per day. 

AppliC<lIlt operates two passenger trains dcily th=ouZh . 
Nilod; one ccstbouud, one tt..estbound. Boti'l. ttllins stop in' the 

s::lall hours of the tlorning when t:Ae agent is off duty. In 1964 

thc .:lZcnt sold $384 'WO:oth of passcDgcr tickets; in 1965~ $435 

worth. Iotcl. opc.rating revenuc, freight ~d passenger" gene:'etcd 

at Nilcnd in 1964 was $935; in 1965, $465. 

Appli~t will provide toll frce telephone service 

frot:!. Nilc:nd to Brawley ~d El Centro so thet persons doing. busincss 

with the rc.ilro~) for either passc'.C8C!r or freight service end 

infor::llltion, ::Dey conte.ct either of these agc:1cics. In .addition, 

epplicant will accept collect cells from Nilcnd .::.t its El Centro 

cgency. This sys~Ctil will incrc~c service to Nil$.ld customers 

as both the Brc.wley ent! El Centro cgcllcics erc lergcr tnc.:l the 

one <It Nile:ld, and the El Centro agency ope:'~tes 2[;. hours per dey, 

seven d~ys ~cr "WOek with 16 !?C~ent employees. 'these ex:lployccs 

will perform tho ~rk of the Nil.:!1ld egency if it is tcrr:::.inetcc. 

El Centro, being Co :xultil>lc-employee cgcncy, 'Y."ill be cl>le to 

give: spcci.::.li:,zo service. Freight end pesscngcr infor:netio':.l 

will be ~vcil .. '!ble c.t cl.l times. 

rae cgcncy closing "..:ill not: cifcct U. s. t'lci.l delivery; 

~:ilw~y E~"Prcsc e~livcry; less th.:m cerlocd f=cight; or -=clc8:'~ 

service. :ac ~resc~t: cecnt on dv~Y will be ccploycG clscwhc:c 

-3-



A.o 48222 :8. * 

Applicant estime.tes s.avings O:l :he basis of a :;onasency 

s~tion at Niland w:Ul total $8,287 pe: yea:::, as follows: 

A. Gross Savings 

1. Wages . . • • • . • • • . . • 
2 • Pay.roll taxes • • • • 
3. Elect:icity.. • _ .. • 
4. Telepbone. • • • • • • .. • • 
5,. Fuel •• _ • • . .. • • ... 

total G:oss Savings 

Estimated 
Annual Savings 

$ 7,484 
717 
201 
268 
154 

B. ~ 

l. Allowance fo: co~tingencies $300 
*2. Auto mileage @ 9.5<: pe: mile 237 537 

C • Es t:ima.ted Net Annual Savings • • • • • • $ 8.) 287 

* To iuspect Niland depot at :egular intervals. 

A wi.tness, mainly intucsted in passenger service, testi.

fied that in his opinion agency status sbould be maintained to 

~ care of anticipated growth fn the area as a vacation and 

bealth resort. 

The Commission finds that adequate and convenienc service 

is available for Niland agency users of both passenger and freight 

service at the Brawley and El Centro agencies and public convenience 

and necessity no longeX' requires the maintenance by the Southern 

Pacific Company of an agency at Niland. 

The Commission concludes that the application should be 

g::anted.. Applicant will be requi:ed to maintain i'ts Niland station 

as a Class A ~onagency s~tion. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. S~uthcrn Paei£ie Ccmpar.y is authorized to discontinue its 

agency at Niland~ Impe:ial County, subject to the following con

ditions: 
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• A. 48222 B~ 

(a) Applicant· shall maintain said station in a 
nonagency status for the rccei,t O~ delivery 
of freight in any quantity, carload'or less~ 

(b) Within one hundred twenty days after the effective 
date hereof and not less than ten days prior to 
the disconttnuance of the agency at Niland, 
Imperial County, applicant shall post a notice of 
such discontinuance at the station and, within 
one hundred twenty days after the effective date 
hereof and on not less than ten days' notice to 
the Commission and to the public, applicant shall 
file in duplicate amendments to its tariffs 
showing the change authorized herein and shall 
make reference in such notice and tariffs to 
this decision as authority for the changes. In 
no event sball the agent be removed pursuant to 
the authority hereinabove granted) earlier than 
the effective date of the tariff filings re
quired hereunder. 

(c) Within thirty days after discontinuance of service 
as berein authorized, applicant shall, in writing, 
notify this Commission thereof and of compliance 
with the above cond::'tions. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date bereof. 

Dated at San Fnn~ 

AUGUST day of. ______ , 1966. 


