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Decision Nec. 71072

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF . CALIFORNIA

I% tggTE§§§er ogyghe Applicagion

of & PACIFIC COMPANY for

authority to discontinue agency %§§§§c§§§235N01148%§ge
at Niland, County of Imperial, A
State of Califormia.

Randolph Karr and Walt A. Steiger, for
applicant.
Donovan P. Anderson, for Order of Rallway
“Conductors and Srakemen, protestant.
Barney H. Howell, intexested party
Claude Carlock, for the Commission staff.

OPINION

Southern Pacific Company seeks authority to discontine
its agency at Niland, Imperial County, California, and thereafter
maintain said station as a Class A nonagercy station. Applicant
alleges that under present comditions both the business handled
and the type of business conducted at said station do not warrant
continued maintenance of an agemey at Niland; that the gemeral
public can be adequately and cooveniently served at the agency
stations of Brawley and El Centro; and that public convenience znd
necessity can best be served by discountinuing the present agency
at Niland.

A public hearing was held at Brawley, Califormia, on
March 17, 1966, before Examiner Robert Barmett. Notice of hearxing
was posted and published as required by the Commission. Prior to
filing this application, applicant had compiied with the provisions

of General Order No. 36~B preparatory to terminating the agency.
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There was onme protestant and one interested party.
The interested party presented testimony in opposition to the
application.

On the evidence presented at the hearing, the Commission
£inds as follows: |

The Southern Pacific Company, as part of its Yuma-Indio
run, coustructed its track through Niland, originally called
0l Beach, in 1877. A depot was built im 1903 and the name was
changed to Imperial Junction. About this same time the Intex-
California Railway Company operated a lime between Niland and
Calexico. This line is mow a paxt of the Southexrn Zacific Compamy
system. In 1914 Impexial Junctiom became kmown as Niland. The
early bistory of the station showed great activity but the years
since 1945 record dwindling use. The cattle corral built at
the tuxrn of the centuxy was removed in 1945; train oxders were
discontinued when Cemtralized Traffic Control was installed, 1956;
track scales were removed, 1957; accounting functions were re=-
moved to Los Angeles, 1959; the three telegraphy jobs were
abolished, 1960; and a 24-hour, 7-day-a-week agency was reduced
to its present ome-man, five-day per week, 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.x.
operation.

In 1965 no inbound or outbound carloads of freight
originated or terminated at Niland. Less than carload shipments

axe handled by motor carriexr. The agent has no duties as o

. freight loss ox cdamage claims. Two chemical companies store
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freight cars on leased track at Niland but the agent has no dutics
with respect to this storage. The agent's service 1s not nceded
for the opexation of trains in and out of the Imperial Valley.

His actual work load is performed in less than onc hour per day.

spplicant operates two passenger trains deaily through

Niland; one eastbound, one westbound. Both trains stop in the
small hours of the morning when the ogent is off duty. In 1564
the agent sold $284 worth of passenger tickets; im 1965, $438
worth., Total operating reveaue, freight and passenger, genewated
at Nilend in 1964 was $935; inm 1965, $465.

Lpplicent will provide toll frec telephone service
froz Niland to Brawley znd EL Centxo so that persons doing business
with the railroad, for cither passenger or freight scrvice and
information, moy contact cither of these agenecies. Ia additiom,
gpplicant will aceept collect calléwfrom Nilend at its EL Centxo
ogency. This system will inercase service to Nileand customexs
2s both the Browley and E1 Ceatro cgencies ere larger then the
oac at Nilend, and the E1 Contro agency opewates 24 hours per dey,
seven deys per weck with 16 permenent cmployees. Thesce cmployecs
will pexform the work of the Nilemd ageney if it is terminated.
El Centwo, being o multiple-cmployee cgency, will be able to

ive specialized service., TFreight end pessenger information

will B¢ aveilable ot 2ll times.

Tac egeney ¢closing will not c£feet Ul S. wail delivexy;
Railwey Express delivery; less thon cerload freight; or telegram
scxvice. The present agont on dulty will be coployed elscwbexe

on applicanti's system.
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Applicant estimctes savings oz the basis of a2 monagency
station at Niland will total $8,287 per year, as follows:

A, Gross Savings Estimated
Annual Savinzs .

Wages . . . . $ 7,484
Payroll taxes . . . . . . . . 717
Electricity . 201
Telephone . . 268
Fuel 154

Total Gross Savings > 0,844

1. Allowance for coatingencies  $300
*2. Auto mileage @ 9.5¢ pexr mile _ 237 537

C. Estimated Net Ammual Savings . . « « « « $ 8,287

* To inspect Niland depot at regular intervals.

A witness, wainly interested in passenger sexvice, testi-
fied that in his opinion agemcy status should be maintained to
take care of anticipated growth in the area as a vacatiom and
health resort.

The Commission finds that adequate and convenient service
is available for Niland agency users of both passenger and freight
sexvice at the Brawley and El Centro agencies and public convenience
and necessity no longer requires the maintemance by the Southern
Pacific Company of an agency at Niland.

The Commission concludes that the applicationm should be
Zranted. Applicant will be required to maintain its Niland stationm

as @ Class A aonagency station.

IT IS ORDERED that:
X. Souvtherm Pacific Cempary s authorized to discontinue its
agency at Niland, Imperial County, subject to the following con-
ditions:

by
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(a) Applicant shall maintain said station in a
nonagency status for the roceint ox delivexy
of freight Iin any quantity, carload or less.

(b) Within ome hundred twenty days aftex the effective
date hereof and not less than ten days priox to
the discontinuance of the agency at Niland,
Imperial County, applicant shall post 2 motice of
such discontinuance at the station and, within
one hundred twenty days after the effective date
hereof and on not less than ten days' notice to
the Commission and to the public, applicant shall
file in duplicate amendments to its tariffs
showing the change authoxrized herein and shall
nake referemce in such notice and tariffs to
this decision as authority for the changes. 1In
no event shall the agent be removed pursuant to
the authority hereinabove granted, earliexr than
the effective date of the tariff filings xe-
quired hexreunder.

(c¢) Within thirty days after discontinuance of service
as herein authorized, applicant shall, in writing,

notify this Commission thereof and of compliance
with the above conditions.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at San Francises  , California, this 2.l

day of * AUYBUST , 1966. _ b \5\7
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