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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTA
ok

" Decision No. 71132

Investigation into the safety, .
maintenance, operation, use and
protection of the crossings at
grade of North Green Street,
Crossing No. B-360.5; Hayes
Stxeet, Crossing. No. B-360.9‘
and Snyder Avenue, Crossing
Ne. B-36l.1, with the double
track main line of SOUTHERN
PACIFIC COMPANY and TEE ATCHISON,
TOPEKA & SANTA FE RATILWAY COMPANY
in or near the C:.ty of Tehachap:..

Case No, 3082 -

darold S. Lentz, for Southexn Pacific Company
an e Atchison, Topeka & Sacta Fe Raz.lway
Company; Philip M. Wagy, for the City of
Tebhachapi, respondents.

Howaxd D. Amacker, for Monolita Poxtland
Cement Uo., Tnc.; Myrl C. Rupel, for
Tehachapi Unified Schoo :x.str:.ct Claude H.
Swearingen and Leona Uhl Hazern, in propria pexrsonae,
interested parties. .

Mitchell M. Brockman and M. E. Get=hel for the -
Commission staff_

OPTNTON ON REREARING

On August 10, 1965 the Commission issund Dccis:.on No. 69526
in the above-ent:.tled ‘mattex. Petitions for rehearing ‘were f:‘.'.lccx :
by the City of Teaachapi on .August 27, 1965 and by Teb.acbap:. Unifd ed
School District on August 31, 1965. Reheaxing was granted on

Septexber 28, 1965, and was held at Tehachapi on‘ June 21 1966 beforc
Examiner Gravelle. | e

Decision No, 69526 ordered among othem;things, the cloaing
of the Hayes Street crossing and the relocatfon ard imrovemem
of the Snydexr Avenue crossing in Teh.._chap The oas:.c _ss':-e. upon
which rehearing was sought concerns whether Hayes Strec«. or Snyder.-_

Avenue should remain open. There i’.s no argument .;;s ..o tc~, ..y-ac of ;
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avtomatic ‘protection to be installed at whiéhever croséiﬁg‘the |

Commission ultimately decides should remain. "Lj‘ |

The City of Tehachapi, ‘ represented bf its Mayor and
member of its City Council and the Board of Trusfees of the *ehachapl
Unified School District through its Superzntendenm as well as the
Aixport Manager for the Kern County Airport locatLd at Tehacaapx,
each testified in support of the closing of the Snyder Awenue cross
ing and the retention of Hayes Street. It was tnuir testimony that 7
Zayes Street would be a safer crossing than Snyder Awenue~andrwoulda
fit better iInto future plans for the develepmentcef_Tehachepi; its |
schools and airport. The Coumission staffehad‘or%ginallyﬁreCOmmendedf
the retention of Hayes and the closing of Snyder’”no~testimony“was
offexed by the staff at ‘the rehearing to change thar recommenoa:xon.

Southern Pacific Company and two rndxv;duals, cxtizens of
Tehachapi, supported the closing of Eayes and retention,of Snyder |
ordered by Decision No. 69520. The railroad based it" position upon E
the fact that there are only three sets of tracrswto cross ot Snycer”

as opposed to five at Hayes and view condltions in the cuadrants at
‘Suyder are geunexrally superior to those at Heyeo. laLde H. Swearingen,
the operator of a motel located adjacent to*thevqeyes_crossrng, \
pointed out that the c¢rossing at Hayes involves a Eortionfef haighway
paralleling: the railroad track'whereie there is a earve and tba et,
the Sanyder crossing the hkighway is straight. He: obgeeted to the
retention of Hayes because of the noise caused oy‘;he rmnging Qf the
werning bell and the discomfort it might cause hisécustomeré;'

It must be noted that the map in Appendi& B of Exhibis No. .
shows botha Hayes Street and Snyder Avenue, the-eqr&e in the highway
and the locaticn of the motel operated by Mr. Swearingen. The
automobile traffic which croseescthe railread tracﬁs iseduento,a
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large extent to persons coming fkom or gcing to the Monolith éement'
plant located easterly of Tehachapi; consequently, such traffxc does
not proceed directly across the h;ghway but rather turns frow the
highway either left or right and proceedS-across the tracks. The
aighway at Sayder Avenue is two lanes and at Hayes Street %t is a
trénsition from two to four lanes. The two extra lanes of trafflc at
Zayes allew a turning area into the crossing&wzthout congesting or
~stopping traffic on the highway. N
Inasmuch as the protection ordered at the4crossin0 includeq
automatic gates, the fact that five tracks must be crossed at Hayes
as opposed to three at Snydexr becomes less,material as do-*hc com~
parative view conditions. As to the noise factor caused by the
. warning bell, we must point out that due to the train speeds at these
crossings, up to 79 miles per hour for passenger txaan-andfso miles
pexr hour for freight trains, the noise of the béil és-coﬁpéred to
the noise of the train itself, will be minimal and Bo addmtlonal dis--
comfort should be caused to the customers of Mr. Swearzngen s motel
The Hayes,Street crossing £its more properly'into the
developrent of Tehachapi than that at Snydex: Avenue andlshouldvbe

safer for the school children attendictg the schools located on the

south side of the railroad tracks.

After rehearlng and reconsmderation of thls.matter,‘the

Cormaission £inds that Decision Nb. 69526 should be modified in certaxn :
respects as follows:

1. Findings’Nbs. 6 and 7 on page 1l of Décision_No‘ 69526
should be deleted and the following findings substituted therefor:

6. Public health, safety and welfaxe require
that North Green Street be protected as
set out in the oxder hexrein; Tthat the Snyder
Avenue crossing be closed and barricaded;
that the Hayes Street crossing be widened
to the same width as the existing Hayes
Street south of said highway; and that the
grades of approach and protection be as set
out in the oxder herein.
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7. The cost of widening the Hayes Street cross-
ing and the costs of Installation of.auto~
matic protection at North Green-Street and
at Hayes Street should be-allocated as
specified in the order herein.

2. The “'Conclusion” as set forth on peges 11 and 12 of Deci-

siou No. 69526 Should be deleted and the following substltuted
therefor- '

Conclusion

The Commission concludes that the crossings
of the Southern Pacific Company tracks at North
Creen Street and at Hayes Street should be pro-
tected as specified in the order herein; that
the Snyder Avenue crossing should be closed and
barricaded; that the Hayes Street crossing should
be widened and grades of approach changed as set
out in the ordexr herein, and that the allocation
of maintenance costs of protection at each ¢cross-
ing should be deferred.

ORDER ON REHEARING

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The findings and conclusions set £orth.irfDecisiou'No.~
69526 are modified as set forth above.

2. Ordering paragraphs 2, 3 and 6 of Decision No. 69526 are
deleted and ordexring paragraphs 3 4. and 5, herexn are substituted
respectively, therefor.

3. The Southern Pacific Company shall, at its expense physm-
cally close and barricade the Snyder Avenue crosszng (Crossing No.
B-361.1) to vehicular traffic upon completion and openxng to traffxc
of the Hayes Street crossing oxdered in paragraph &y

. 4. The Czty of Tehachapi and/or the Southern Pacxfxc Company
shall widen and improve Hayes Street crossing so that it is 2
continuance of Hayes Street as it exlsts south" of U. S. Highway 466

(State Highway 58) and extend it to an,lntersection;with "Hﬂystreet.d
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The width of the Hayes Street crossing shall be not less than 26 feet'\

and grades of approach not greater tharn 7 percent. The‘angle of
exossing shall be 90°. The Southern Pacific Company shall et its
expense, ralse the 31dings at the c*oss;ng to allow a grade of |
approach of 7 percent. The-SouehernvPacifiC‘Company_shall, at its
expense, improve tracks and Subgrade and pave the cf6ssing*within‘
lines two feet outside the rails. Cons::uction’shall beeequal‘er
superior to Standard‘Ne. 2 of GeheraIYOrdef'Nc. 72'wit§'tops_of rails
£lush with the ioadway. The City of'TehaChapieshall'bave"the Hayesf
.Stxeet spproaches between "E" Street and lines’two feet.outéide the
Tails and between U. S. Hl,hway 466 and lxnes Two. feet outsxde-tbe
rails at its own expense. Construction and width shall conform~to
the railroad's construction of Hayes Street. Protectzon shall be
by two Standaxd No. & flashing light szgnals supplemented Wlth auto-
matic gate axrms with predictor circuits. The costs of the proteetzon
and the installation thereof shall be apportioned. 50 percent to the
City of Tehachapi and 50 percent to the Southern Pacmfic Company.

5. The improvements provided for and‘the barricadlng of.

Snydex Avenue are to be completed. W1thmn one year from the effectlve
date of thzs order.




6. Except as modified herein,Decision Vb. 69SZo remains in
full force and effect.
The effecttve date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. | o
Dated at _ > Caii_fornia, this ,Lé_‘::o o
day of AUGUST |

~ Commissioners

Comunissioner ?redeﬂci: B.
necessarily absent, d1d no
hi.n the disposiuon of th.is

Hozoborr boias
t participate

proceed.‘l.ng.




