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Decision No. _7_1_1_32 __ ' __ _ 
ORIGINAL 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC OTILITIZS COMMISSION OF TEE STATEOFCALIFORJ.il'IA 

Investigation into the safeey, ) 
maintenance, operation, use and ) 
protection of the crossings at » 
grade of ,North Green Street, 
Crossing No. 3';'360.$; Hayes ) 
Street, Crossing No. :8-360.9; ) 
and Snyder Avenue,,: Crossing ) 
No. B-361.~. with the double ) 
trac!<: main line of, SOU'tBERN ) 
PAC!FIC COMPANY and TEE A!CBISO~~, » 
TOPEKA. & SAJ.~.A FE RAIIJilEi COMe'~TY ) 
in or near the Ci.ty of Tehachapi. 

Case, No. 8082,' 

Rarold S. Lentz, for Southern' Pacific' Company 
and The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway 
Company; Philip M. Wagy, for the City of 
Tehachapi, respondents. . 

Howard D. Amac!ter, for Monolith Portland 

/. 

Cciilent CO., Inc.; M~l C. Rupel, for 
Tehachapi Unified s~ool District; Cl~udc R. 
Swearingen and Leona Ub.l Ragen, in propr:l.a person.:te> 
interested parties.:. 

Mitchell M. Brockman and M. E ~ Ge~hel), for the ' 
C6:amtSs!on stan: . 

OPINION ON REEEARING -
I 

,I 

On August 10,' 196$ the Cotanission issu~c1 Decision ~o:' 6952()' 
,.1:,. • 
, I! 

in the above-entitled 'C3.tter. Petitions. for rebehr!ng 'were filed , 
._ I ',' 

I ~ . . 

by the City of Tehachapi. o.n .August 27, 1965. and 'b~. TehacbapiU1'!if:ted 

Sehool. District on August 31, 1965. Rehearing wits. granted on 
I ' 

Septen:.be= 28, 1965, and was held at Tehachapi on i·june 21, 1966"oeforc 
: ~ I i 

Examiner Gravelle. \ ;:: 
\ 1~ ~ 
",,!' .. 

Decision No. 69526 ordered, among other.il~hings:;l' ::he closing 
'II ,,< ~ 

\1: 1 

of the Hayes Street C't'ossing and the relocat!on a:~dimproveme.n~: 

of the Snyder Avenue crossing in Te'h:teJ:-.api. The i)is!c :ts~J.e upon 
", . !,,,,r~",: 

wbich rehearing was sought concerns whether Hayes :\:Stl:'eot, or Snyder 
, lI'l. . , .... 

Ave:nue should rema·in open. There:t~ no argucent £$ tv t~' :Y!>c' of , 
(: , 

1 i\ 

-1-



C.S082' GI2 , 

I 
\: 

" ' ~ 

auto~1c'protection to be installed 
I
, '" 

at whicheve= crossing the 

Commission ultimately decides should remain. 
, , 

'!he City of Tehachapi" as represented ~:r its Mayor and a 
, I, 

member of its City Cowcn;) and' the Board of trus!tees of the '!'ehacna,i 
, \:, 

Unified S¢hool District tbrough its Superintendent" as well as tlie 
\ . 

Airport Manager for the Kern County Airport located at Tehachapi, 
i 

each testified in support of the closing, of the Snyder Avenue cross-
, 

I 

ins and the retention of Bayes' Street.. It was taeir testimony that 
,,, , 

Z3.yes Street would be a safer crossing tha:c. Snyder Avenue'and would 
I 

" 

fit better into future plans for the development ::6f Tehach...."'Pi" its 
I- , 

" 'i 

schools and airport. The Commission st:tff had: originally recotcXlle1'ldec1: 
!, 

the retention of Bayes and the closing of Snyder; I,no· testimC:lY'W.lS 
i 

offered by the staff at the rehearing to change that recommendation. 

Southern Pacific Company and two individuals, citizens' of 
" 

'!'ebachapi, supported the closing, of Hayes and rete~tionof' Snyder as ;.' 
~ , 

ordered by Decision No. 69526. The railroad based. its pos'ition upon 
• I, . 

i 

the fact that there are only three sets of tracks i.to cross at Snyder 
, 

i 
o'lS ~pposed to five at Hayes, and view conditions 17:, the quadrants at 

Snyder are generally superior to those at Hayes. Claude R'~ S .. ""ecringen, 

the operator of a motel located adjacent to the Ra!yes'C%'ossing,. 
. i,' . .. 

pointed out that the e:ossing at :iayes involves .a. Portion' of bighway 

pa:::alleling' the railroaG track whe:-ein t~e i::: a curve and tha~ .at 

the Snyder crossing the highway is straigh~.. He objected to the 

4etention of Hayes because of the noise caus-ed by the ringing of' the 

~~g bell a:o.a the disco-cfort it might, cause his: cU$tomer$~ 
I 
I 

It must be noted that the map in Appendi..": l> of Exhibit No. :!. 

shows both Rayes Street: and Snyder Avenue, the curle in the highway 
!' • 

and the location of the motel o~xated by y~. Swearingen. Lhe 
,. 

a.utomobile traffic which C40sses 'the railroad tracl~ is due to, a 
I 
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, " 

!arge extent to persons coming from or going to the Monolith cement 

plant located easterly of Tehachapi; consequently, such traffic does 

not p:roceed directly across the highway but rather turns from the 

highway either left or :right .and proceeds across the tr aclG. The 
!, 

Mghway at Snyder Avenue is two lanes and at Hayes Street ~t is a 

transition from two to four lanes. !he two extra lanes of traffic at .. , 

'?44yes allow a turning area into the crossing without congesting or 

stopping. traffic Oll the highway. 

Inasmuch as the p:rotection ordered at the crossing includes 

auto~tic gates, the fact that five tracks must be crossed at Hayes 

as opposed to three at Snyder becomes less mate.-1.al as do: the eom-
. . . , 

parative view conditions. As to the noise factor caused: by the 

,,;·ra..-uing bell, we must point out that due to the train speeds at these 

crossings, up to 79 miles'per hour for passenger trains and, 60 miles 

per hour for freight trains, the noise of the bell, as compared to' 

the noise of the crain itself,. will be min:JmaJ and, no adc:lit:i.onal dis- ' 
' ........ 

comfort should be caused to the custou:ers of Mr. Sw'earingen't s motel. 

The Hayes Street crossing fits more properly into· the 

development of Tehachapi than that at Snyder Avenue and shottld, be 

safer for the school children attending the schools located on the­

south sic:le of the railroad trac!~. 

After rehearing and reconsideration -of this, matter, t;he 

Commission finds that Decision No. 69526 should be modified in certain 

respects as follows: 

1. Findings Nos. 6 and 7 on page 11 of Decision No. 69526 

sho~d be ~eleted and the following findingssubst1tUted therefor: 

6.. Public heal th~ safety and welfm:e require 
that North Green Street be protected as 
set ou~ in the order h~ein; ~hat the Snyder 
Avenue crossing be closed and barricaded; 
that the Hayes Street crossing be widened 
to the same width as the existing Hayes 
Street south of said highway; and· that the 
grades of approach and proteetion be as set 
out in the order herein. 

-3-



'. 
C.808Z GI.:F* 

>. ':.' i" :~: ,":::, ~ '\0 • 

7. Ihe cost of widening the Hayes Street, cross­
ing and the costs of installation" of;" auto­
matic protection at North Green"Street and 
at Hayes Street, should be',- allocated as­
specified in the order herein. 

,.. " ~ . • • , I 

2. The ·'Conclusion'f ~ set forth on pages 11 and 12 of Deci-

sion No. 69526 should be deleted and ,the followiDg,subst1tut'e'd 
.,#' . .' .. " , 

therefor: 

Conclusion 

'!he' Commission concludes that the crossings 
of the Southel:n Pacific Company tracl(S at North 
Green Street and at Hayes Street should be pro­
tected as specified in the order herein; that 
tbe Snyder Avenue crossing should be closed and 
barricaded; that the Hayes Street crossing should 
be widened and grades of approach changed as set' 
out in the order herein,. and that the allocation 
of ~'O.tenance costs of protection at each cross­
ing should be deferred. 

ORDER ON REHEARING 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. the findings and conclusions set forth in' Decision No'. 

69526 are modified as set forth above. 

2. Ordering paragraphs 2',. 3 ~d 6 of Decision No. 69526 are 

deleted and ordering paragraphs. 3~ 4 ,and 5~ herein are substitut'ed, 

respectively, therefor. 
. " .~. 

3:. The Southern Pacific Company shall, at it's expensephysi-

cally close and barricade the Snyder Avenue crossing. (Crossing. No .. 
• 0" " ,: 

B-361.1) to vehicular traffic upon completion and opening to traffic 
.... ' 

of the Hayes Street crossing ordered in paragraph 4. 

4. The City of tehachapi and/or the Southern Pacific Company 

shall widen and improve Hayes Street crossing so that it is a . .. 
continuance of Hayes Street as i.t exists south of tT. S.. H:t.ghw.a.y 466 

' .. 
(State Highway 58) and extend it to- an intersection, with "R" Street. 
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A­•• 

The width of the Hayes Street crossing shall be not less than 24 feet 

and grades of approach not greater than 7 percent. The angle of 

c:rossing shall be 900
• The Southern Pacific Company shall,. at·· its 

expense, raise the sidings at the c:'ossing to allow a. grade of 

approach of 7 percent. The Southern Pacific Company shall, at its 

expense, improve tracks. and subgrade and pa.ve the. crossing within 

lines two feet outside the rails. Construction shall be.equal or 

superio~ to Standard No. 2 of General Order NO'. 72 With' tops of rails 

ilushwith the roadway. The City of Tehachapi shall pave the Hayes. 

Stteet ~proaches between flRt
• Street atld lines two feet outside the . . ., 

rails and between U.S. Highway 466 and' lines two fce~ outside the 

rails at its own expense. Construction and width sliall·conform· to 

the railroad's construction of Hayes Street. Protectionsballbe 

by two Standard No. $ flashing light signals supplemented with auto­

matic gate arms with predictor circuits. The costs of the'proteetion' 

and the instal.lation thereof shall be· apportioned 50·. percent to the 

City of .Tehachapi and 50 percent to the Southern Pacific Company_ 

5. The improvements provided for and :the barricading of" 

Snyder Avenue are to be completed within one year. from the effective 

date of this order. 



c'.8082 GLF 

6. Except as modified herein Decision No. 69526· remains in 

full force and effect. 

the effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ ---aSall.:=:.:..:,'Frn.n..:,::.;::eiseo= __ » California. tM's &. 0 
day of ___ A_U_GU_S_T __ 
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