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Decision No. 71173 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF !BE STATE OF CALIFOR.l.'UA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of the CIT.l OF LOS ANGELES, 8. ) 
man:i.cipal corporation, to alter ) 
and improve the existing grade \ 
separa'tion of Tuxford Street and ) 
Southe:n Pacific Company t s Valley ~ 
I.ine n~ San Fe..-nando Road. ~ 

Application Nc>·. 47035-
Filed October 9, 1964; 
~dment Filed May 20, 1966 

J 
.' 

Roger .A::nebergb. and Charles E. Mattson by 
Cua:les E. Mattson, for the City of 
LOs higeies, ap~ncant • 

Rc1ndolpll ~,. fo£ Southern Pacific C~any, 
protestant. 

John P. Ukleja, for the Commission staff. 

OPINION 
....... ---~--

A public hearing on the above application was. held 

before Exa:xd.ner DeYolf in the City .of Los Angeles on .1u~y 11', 1966'" 

and the matter was submitted. 

The Ci.ty of Los Jmgeles (City) see1ts authority: to alter, 

improve and widen the existfnggrade separation of TUxford Street 

and Southern Pac:lfic Company's Valley Line (CrossiDg No.:0:-466.9-B) 

and to provide for a second track re~sted by the railroad. 

Cou:lSel for the parties state~ that they had not 

reached an agreement for the p.:tym.ent of construction and main­

tenance costs for the improvement, but that· they woOlldbe able 

to reacll a written agreement within thirty clays: and that the 

proj ect sbould not be delayed r.:rther for that pu..---pose. 

'!'b.a .!:pplica:Lt c~led O::le wi cess· from 1 ts Bureau 

of E::gir.eer-=:g, Bridge Q.d Str..lCtural Desis;n Division~ wbo 

t¢stified ~t the proposed icp:ovement at ~ erossingof 

Tuxford S~reet is necescary to improve the flow of traf­

fic in this a:re~,. reduce congestion on Tuxford Street 
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mld the ~ streets near the Golden S'tate ~~ and that . 

the -widet:-!rg of tb:Ls underpass to eighty feet wlll gl:eatly ~elieve 

the traffic coDgestion on the street and in the area. 

Applicant intrexlueed into evidence Exhibits 1 md 2. 

Exhibi.t 1 is a 3Cale plan of the Tuxford Stteet profilesbAwing 

the proposed width of eighty feet and the additional bridge for 

the added track. 

EYJrl.bit 2 is a photograph ~f Xuxford Street at .the bridge· 

l.u its present condition showf..ng the narrow roadway 37fee1: wide 

and traffic congestion at this point. It is a s:L:ngle track rail­

l:Oild briege ove=- a sixty-foot street right-of-way. 

'Xb.e w:Lt:J.ess for the appl.ieant further testified that: 

widening of this street and underpass is very urgent as· it is :r..u:.h 

needed on aeeouo.t of the increas1:cg tra£fic cODgestion in the area 

and that applicant 'Will pl:ep.are plans for alteration and reccn­

struction of the exi.sting grade separation ·£or· the puxpose of in­

creasiDg the capaci'ty of·the structure for b.:i.gb.way purposes 

includixl.g :replacement of the existi:og . bridge.. Applicant's witness 

testified that there should be no delay in authorizlDg th:Ls im­

provement for the reason that this project has been given a priority 

of No.6 in. the 1966 grade separation priority list inDecision 

No. 70134 dated December 21, 1965 a:c.d~.in order to obtain an allo-· 

cation of funds to alter mld iJ::prove the se.parationherei:n> the 

Cl.ty must reqt:eSt such allocation of funds under. the Streets and 

Bigb.ways Code, Secti.on 19C~ prior to October 1> 1966. It is e."C­

pected t:hD.t eonstruetior:. eontracts will t:hereafter be awarded prio:;: . 

to A;>rll l, 1957 ~ and tC..:lt 1".b,e eonst:ruct:ion will be c("Implotcd 

• .I1itb,i:). 18 ::.oIltbs ~eaf~e=~ 
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" :.; 
!he Southern Pacific Company 1:D.b:oduced the testimony of 

its Public Project$ Engineer and. introd\lced into ev.Ldence Exhibit 3 

which states the position of the railroad. 

Its position is that construction and maintenance costs of 

the proposed improvements shall be borne in accordance :with an. , agree­

ment to be entered into between the parties and a copy of the executed 

agreement, together with plans of said proposed improvements approved 

by the railroad, shall be filed with the Commission prior to, com­

mencement of construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the 

Commission will apportion the costs of construction .and maintenance 

by further order. 

"the Southe:t:n Paeifie Company did not offer atJ.y evidence in 

opposition to the application and counsel for the company stated 

that the company would eonstruct s. bridge across Tuxford· 

Street for another track for its rail lines and expected tOo be able 

to reach an. agreement for payment of construction and maintenance 

costs with the City of Los Angeles within thirty days. 

!he Commission finds that: 

Public need and safety require the improvement of the 

existing sepuation of 'XUxford Street near San Fernando Road by 

Southern Pacific t s Valley Line tracks as proposed by appl:Lc.a:c.t· to 

increase the capacity of the structuxe for highway and railroad 

pw:poses. 

Applicant should be authonzed to make:: the alteration and, 
- ' 

impl:Ovement at the location of the existing strllCture separating 

the crossing of Tuxford Str~et by Southern Pacific's Valley Line 

tracks ~ clearances to be in conformanc.e ,with the. provisions. of 

General O::der No. 2S-D and structural ootails to be in aeccr~ce 

wi th plans developed by the ·applicant and approved by .the· ra:Uroad. 
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Costs of cOIlSt~tioI1 and maintencmce should be wrne in 

accordance with an agreement to be entered into betweE::l the. part:1e.s ~­

and a copy of the executed agree.ment~ together with plans of said 

proposed improvement approved by the ra11ro.ad~ should be filed with i 

the Commission prior to co~cement of construction. If the -I 
( 

parties fail to agree~ the CoDmlission should apportion the cost$ of \ 

construction .and maintenance by further order. 

The Commission concludes that the aPplic.atio~ should ~e 

granted subject to the conditions set forth intbe order herein. 

IT IS OR!>EREO that: 

1. The City of 'Los Angeles is autborizedto widen, alter and 

improve luxford Street at the ex1st1Dg structure separatixlg the 

crossing, by Southam Pacific t s Valley Line track~'1n accordallce with 

plans set forth in Exbibit 1 ~ this proceeding &ui the provi.s:Lons 

of ~eral Order No. 26-D~ subject to the conditions set forth 

herein. 
/ 

2. Construction and maintenance costs of the :.alterations 

and impl:ovements shall be bo:z:ne in accordance with an agreement 

to be entered into between the part1es~ and a copy of the executed" 

agreement~ together with plans of said proposed st:rueture approved 

by the r4i.lway ~ shall be filed with the Commission prior to com ... 

... mencement of construction. Should the'parties fail to ~ee, the 
Commission will apportion the costs- of construction andm.a.:tnten~e 

by further order. 
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3.. the improvements and changes herein provided for. are to be·' 

completed witbin two years of the effective date of this order~ un­

less an extension of time is granted by the Commission'. 

'!he effective date of this' order shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

Da.ted at S:m ~ 
AUGUSl day of. ________ _ 

". ~ .. 

) Califomia~ this.;? g 

eoiiliiiissioners 

COmiss1ono'r heder1ek ~. Rolobort ... being , 
nece~~ly ",b::'.>llt. d11! .%lot ~(11)S.to 
1:t the d.1::po~1 t10n or tMs proceed~. 
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