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Decision No., ‘711773

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS'ION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application )
of the CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a )
municipal cogora.tion, to alter { Application No. 47035
and improve the exis grade 3 Filed October 9, 1964;

separation of Tuxford Street and Amendment F:Lled May 20 1966
Southern Pacific Company's Valley
Line neer San Fernando Road .

exr Arnebergh and Chaxles E. Mattson by
RogCha,.les E. Mattson, for the City of
eles, applicant.
R;mc‘.olph Karr, for Southern Pacific Ccmoany,
protestant.
Johm P. Ukleija, for the Commission staff.

CPINION

A public hearing on the above appl:.ca.tion was. held
before Examiner DeWolf in the City of Los Angeles on July 11, 1966*\
ad the matter was submitted. | S o

The City of Los ingeles (City) seeks ‘autho;:itywi:d alter,
improve and widen the eﬁsdng- grade separation of 'i‘ﬁxférd Street
and Southern Pacific Company's Valley Line (Crossing No B~466. 9-3/ -
and to provide for a second track requested by the railroad

Comnsel for the parties stated that they had not
reached an agreement for the payment of construction énd main-
tenance costs for the improvement, but that they woulé"be ‘able
to reach a written agreement within t.hirz:y days and that the
project should not be delayed fuxther for that puxpose.

The spplicant called cne witmess Srom its Bui:eau
of Exgicecering, Bnoge z=d Structural De*ign DL v:.sion, who |

estified that the Proposed improvement at the ‘exossing of

Twcford Street is necessary to improve the flow of traf-
fic in this are;a; reduce congestion' on Tuxford Street

-
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and the adjoining streets mear the Golden S:ate h-em.-ay, and that
the widenirg of this underpass to eighty feet will greatiy relieve
the traffic congestion on the street and in the area. |

Applicant introduced into evidence Exhibits 1 and 2.
Exbibit 1 is a scale plan of the Tuxford Street profile shewing
the proposed width of eighty feet and the additfonal bridge for
the added track. | L -

2xhibit 2 is a pbotograph »f Tuxford Street at the bridge
in its present condition showing the naxrow roadway 37 feet wide
and traffic congestion at this point. It is a single track rail-
road bridge o§e: a sixty-foot streét rigat-of-way. |

The witness for the applicant further testified that
widening of this street and umderpass is v_ery urgent as it is much
needed on account of the inereesing traffic c’ongesi:io_n in the arca
and that applicant will prepaze plans. for alteration and“:ﬁecon-
struction of the existing grade separation fox ‘the purpose of in-
creasing the capacity of the structure for bighway purposes
including replacement of the existing bridge. Appiicant'ﬁs‘witness
testified that tkexe should be po delay in authorizing this :f.m- ‘
provement for the reason that this project has been g:.ve.n a p_riqrity
of No. 6 in the 19565 grade separation priority list iz Decision
No. 70134 dated December 21, 1965 and, :I.n oxdex to ‘obt:ain-inan:allo-'
cation of funds to alter and improve the sepaxa.tion‘ berein, the
City must request such allocation of funds mder, the Streets and
Bighways Code, Sectiom 190, prior to ,Oét'q‘ber L, 1966. It is e.x-

pected that construction comtracts will thereafter ‘..:e.awardéd_ pr:’.or'

to April 1, 1967, and that the comstruction will be énmpleﬁcd
within 138 montbs thexeaftex. | |
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The Soutbern Pacific Company :!J;troduced the testirhpny .of
its Public Projects Enginecer and fatroduced into evidence Exhibit 3
which states the position of the rallroad.

Its position is that construcc:.on and maintenance costs oi’
the proposed improvements shall be borme in accordance with an‘ agree-
ment to be entered into between the parties and a copy of _ﬁhe' executed
agreement, together with plamns of said proposed improvements approved
by the railroad, shall be filed with the Commission"prior‘ to com-
mencement of construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the
Commission will apportiou the costs of comstruction and maintenance
by further order. -

The Southern Pacific Company did not offer any evidemce in
opposition to the application and counsel for the company stated
that the company would construct a bridge across Tuxford : |
Street for amother track for its rail lines and expected to be able
to reack an agieement for payment of constfucti’on a:id naintenance
costs with the City of Los Angeles within thirty days.

The Commission finds that: .

Public need and safety require the improvement of the
existing separation of Tuxford Street neax Sénv I‘e::nando Road by
Southern Pacific's Valley Line tracks as proposed 'by app]icant to
increase the. capacity of the structure for h:.ghway and railroad
purposes. , .

Applicant should be auvthorized to make. the alteration and
improvement at the location of the e:nst:.ng structure separat:.ng
the crossing of Tuxfoxd Street by Southern Pacific's Valley Line
tracks, clearances to be in conformance with the provis:.ons of
Generxal Oxder No. 25-D and structural details to be in acccrdance
with plans developed by the applicant and approved’bjr the. railroad.. |

-3~
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Costs of construction and maintenance should be berne 1a
accordance w:Lth an agreement to be entered into between the paﬁt:{.e#,— |
and a copy of the executed agieement, together with plans of saic'l
proposed improvement approved by the railroad, should be filed with

parties fall to agree, the COmission should apportion the costs of

| l

the Commission prior to commencement of construction. If the _ ?
o

|

\

construction and wmaintenance by further order.
The Commission concludes that the aﬁplicatioxz" sbould be
" granted subject to the conditions set forth in the order l_:xexl'ein._

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of los Angeles is autborized to widen, a.lter and
improve Tuxford Street at the ead.sting structure sepa:rating the
crossing by Southern Pacific's Valley Line track’in accordance with
plans set forth in Exhibit 1 in this proceeding and the proviéibns
of General Order No. 26-D, subject to the conditions set forth
herein. / - |

2. Comstruction and maintenance costs of the alteratioms
and improvements shall be borme in accordance with an agreement
to be entered into between the parties, and a copy of the executed
agreement, together with plans of said proposed ‘structure approvedl-'
by the railway, shall be filed with the Counnission prior to com— .
_mencement of construction. Should the’ parties fail to ag::ee, thc.
Commission will apportion the costs of construct:!.on and maintenance

by further ordex.
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3. 7The improvements and'dhahges herein provided‘for are td‘Be“-
completed within two years of the effective date of this order, m-
less an extension of time is granted by the Commission. ‘

The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty days after
the date hereof.

Dated at i5C0 - n Califoinia;‘thiéﬂ%yfgiizg '
AUGUS| S : E

day of

" Commissioners

Commissioner Frederick B. Holobo't boing
necessarily abssat, did not panicipa.to
iz the disposition of this procqoding. '




