ORICIAL

BEFORE THE FUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

, Decisicn No._ /1206

In the Matter of the application of
the CITY OF LOS A’.\G:...ES a municipal
corporation, to widen aad improve Application No. 48269

Southern Pacific Company's spur line (Filed February 25, 1965)
crossing of WASHINGTON BOULEZVARD and . .
Unlon Pacific Railxoad Company’s spur

line crossing of WASEINCTON BuULEVARD

Roger Arnebergh and Chexles E. Mattson by Charles E.

Mattson, for Applicant.
RaCOIPh Rarr ané #=lt A. Stelger by Walt A. Steiger,

for the Southern Pacific Corpany; Mazzikali V. Vorxink,

for the Unior Pacific Railroad Compamy, incterestea
Part:.es.

W. F. Hibbard, for the Comm...ssion Staff.

OPINION"

A puol...c bearing on . the above application was held - Los
Angeles before Examir.er Rogers on June 2, 1966. Evidence was pre- |

seated and the matter was submitted.

By the application the City of Los Angeles { City) seeks
authority to widen Washington Bou.evard from its present w:.dth of 70
feet to a width of 80 feet over the Southern Pacif:.c Company s Cxos g-
ing' No. BG-485.68-C end Union Pac:!.f:[c Railxoad Company s Cz:ossing
No. 3=1. 67-0. |

- Theze ax2 two tracks at the eressing. Océ créssés Was Bi -
toz Boulevard at gpproximately a 90 degree angle. The othez.- crosses
the Boulevard o3 a curve from the moxth %o the soutb.ea.t.‘ Tke: twe -

" tracks join at or sbout the morth side of Wa.sb:L.g*on Boulevazd.
The 90 degree track is s joinrly owned bv the two ra;.x.:'oads d:lu the

curved comnecting txack is owned by t‘:ze Jm.on Pac:u:.c.




Wasbington Bouleverd is e primary eest-jweetf highway begin-
ning in the east in the City of Whittier and ending i the vest in
the City of Venice. It carries heavy imdustrial traffic and the
crossings are located in an industrlal area. Washington Boxilevard’
has direct comnections with the Santa Ana Freeway, the Long Beach
Freeway, the Horbor Freeway aod the San Diego Freeway. .

Santa Fe Avenue is a north-south secondary highway inter-
secting Vashington Boulevard at a 90 degree angle appro:d.mately 120
feet west of the crossings. The n.ntersection of the two streets is ;
protected by traffic signals, o |

The City will include in the wideping .pzo-jec't:l“ curi_#s,_ gutters,
sidewalks, drainage structures, street l:.ghting facili::ieé‘,' and lefjt
turn pockets approximately 250 feet in lenmgth. It will install ad-
vance warning signs, double clearanee lines and RXR pevement maxk-
ings at the crossings which zre mow protected by two étandar_d_ No. 1
crossing signs plus the other listed warnings. | _

The City and the rau.lroads eontend that proposed ma::lungs
and protection at the crossings w:{.ll a:!:'foz:d adequate p::otection £
the trains are required to stop before entering Washington Boulevard
and flagmen precede the trains across the Boulevard.

All parties agreed that the proposed w:x.dem.ng:.s necassary.

The City alleges that a separat:z’.en‘ of grades is pot practi-
cable because of the short distamce between the tracks and: Sante Fe

. dAvenue.

The C‘.f.ty’e witness testified that the railroads“ new‘have 2

total of two to six movements pexr dzy over the crossings§. that the
trains stop before entering Washington Boulevard and fla“men’ preced‘e |

the tra:x.ns over tie Bou.;.evara, teat sech p*'o_eet:on :.s ede uate,. S

\
'
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that sight distances are not good; that a traﬁfic count made on
Wednesday, Jaomaxy 21, 1966, showed a total ofelS-GBS vehiclesw
crossed the tracks in a 24-hour period; that very few vehicles
crossed the tracks between 12 m:.dnighc and 5:00 AM. dun.ng which
period most of the train movements take place; and that whatever
protection the Commission requires‘will.be~acceptable to the City.
The City witmess furthex stated that if gutomatic signals are re-
quired at the crossings, such signals should be coordipa:e’d with the
signals et wash:’.ngton Boulevard and Santa Fe Averue. 'Ihe records
show that there have been no accidents at these cross:mgs s:.nce
1943. ,“”

A Coomigsion assistam: tremporta..:’.on engineer mec‘.e 2
study of the proposal. Bl frndings are~eu follows-

The avexage da:.ly veh:.cular tra.ffie is 15, 635 vehicles.

During the period bet:ween midn.ight and 8:00 A, M.z, there is an average

total of approximately 4,729 vehicles over the cross:!.ngs Much of
the vehicular traffic’ comsists of large ..rucacs, so:ne travelling at
speeds between 35 and 45 miles pexr hour. The railroads have between
two and six train movement.. per day at the cross::.ngs. These move-
ments are made between mdm‘.ght and 8 00 A.M. but there is mo

restriction aga.:.n.st the railroads operax::!’.ng over the cross:.ngs et

other times. The trains consist of a single Ioeomotn.ve_or a loco-

motive and from two to six freight cars. The trains exoss Washing-
tor 3oulevard at speeds raaging from five to “ten'vmiles pe'r"hour".- ‘ “
The crossings exre marked "exempt'" and trucks caxrying flamrﬁable

liquids and passenger buses zre permitted to eross w:t.thour stepp..ng .o

The physical checeerenszzco cf tke crous..nge ::nd ‘.he




.

traffic at the crossings as determined by the staf‘ axe tabv:i.ated
below:

1. Number of tracks R 2 SPu:: Iracks

Width of crossing 70 feer
Width of approach . 70 feet west approachz
. 77 64 feet east app:r:oa.ch .

Angle of crossing S0 degrees .

Drivers' visibility when ' o
200 feet from track: To the Right¥ To the Left*

Westbound drivers : 47 feet 45 feet ]
Eastbound drivers 55 feet: 49 fee;

Present Crossing Protection 2 Standard No. 1 Ci:ossbudés
2 Advance warning signs

Traffiec signals 4 sets of traff:.c szgnals ‘
west of tracks et inter-
section of Santa Fe Avenue
not ¢oordinated with train

T1lunination NONE

Speéds
- Trains 5 to 10 miles per. hou::
Autos Eposted) 35 miles per hour .
observed) 35 to 45 nmiles per hour
Traffic ) , -6
Trains - - 6 per day
Velicles 16,000 (City of Los Angeles
, . count:, 1-26

* Maximm distance of train from center line of street when :
it is visible by drivex.

The staff recommezded that authority for widening the




crossing be granted only vpon the followlirng conditions::

That +there be installed at the crossings two No. 8 flas‘b:bag.
light signals with backlights on l4-foot cantxlevered arws .

That traffic signals at the adjacent interseccion of Smua
Fe Avenuc be Intexcommected with the rallroad signals. 50 as to
eliminate conflicting aSpects of t.he traffic 'si@alfs _and the rail- ,
road signals. o | _ | |

'rb.éz: 50 pei:cent of the installation and 'maintenaﬁce costs

for the railroad crossing protection be appoztioned to the City of -
Los Angeles and the remaining 50 pexcent be divided between the
Southern Pacific Company and the Union Pacific Railroad Company in
accordance with existing agreemeﬁts between the two raflroads. . |
That the reilroads bear 100 pexrcent of the cost of prepaxring
track within the limits of the widened crossing and any paving wox.
in the exdsting crossing within lines two feet out ide of ouu:x.de
rails. |
' That the City bear 100 percent of all other costs of widening
the crossing and approaches including the cost of making the traffic
signal coordination. | |
That the zailroad bear the cost of maintenance of the widezed
croscing within lires two feet outside of outside ra:.ls and that the

City bear the malntensnce costs of the crossing and approaches out-
side of said lines.

The public projects enginecer for the Southern Pacific Company
recommended that the City's application be grsated w:.thout the neces-
sity of autometic protection; md that the :ailrocd"n:en be instructed
to walk in front of tralms over the c-os..,:\.:\g He said this ‘zecom-
mendation was based on the p'"'* nist:orv of the crossin.g ..he tme of
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day the trains operate, the frequency of the 't:é"..n ﬁovemdnts, and the
volume of vehiculaxr traffic. The witmess further stated f.hat the
Southern Pacific train crews will be in,sti:ucted‘ to bring the trains
to a full stop before entering Washington Boulevard and a member of
the train ecrew will be required to precede each traiﬁ across Wash-
ington Boulevard, placing thereon any necessary protection, imcluding
flares. | |

The public project engineer for the Union ?éciﬂc Railroad
Compamny stated that no automatic protection is needed at the cré_ss- |
ing. and that train crews stop the trains before entering Washington'
Boulevard and a member of the crew walks across the stxeet with a

flag and/or fusees. The witness further stated that operations nay
be conducted six nights a week; that some nights no trains exe
operated over the crossing; that occasionally more than one train

moves over the crossing; and that normally the train movements are

between midnight and 5:00 A.M.

The evidence on behalf of both rallroads was that between
July 1 of one yea.r and June 30 of the follow.l’.ng yeax all operations |
are by one ra:xlroad and that during the succeeding lz-month pericd :
the other rallroad operates the trains At the time of the bearing
the Union Pacific. Railroad Company was conduct:x.ng the operations.

Findings , o

The Commission finds that:

1. The crossings herein considereci on‘ Washingtqn Bdule%ra:rc‘.
axze in the City of Los Angé’.es. Washington Boulevard is 70 feet: in
width and the City proposes to widen said street to 80 féet‘.‘ |

Vehicular txaffic on Wasbiﬁgton Boulevard at tae croséings |
avexages 15,635 velicles per day. Z:h:.s trgffig :r.nc'..udesaeavy tfu:ks‘;
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some transporting gasoline. 'The erossings are'exempt'cressings;~

2. Train traffic at the crossings consists of between two and
six movements of trains ranging from a single locomotive to a loco-
notive and six freight cars. These movements are ordinarily'between
widoight and 8:00 AM., but may be made at any time of thendsﬁ or
night. | | o

3. The crossings are protected by Standarder'vlseressingf
signs plus advance warning signs and RXR pavement markings. They
are approximately 120 feet east of Santa Fe Avenue. Vehicular
traffic at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue'and.weshington-
Boulevard is controlled by automatic signals. | _

4. Public safety and convenience Tequire the widening of
Washingron Boulevard as proposed by the City. The pr0posed-method
of construction ard the proposed alterations of the streetret‘tﬁes
crossings are reasonable and proper.

5. Public safety requires the widened crossings to be pro-
tected by two No. 8 flashing light signals with backvlights‘on | .
1l4-foot cantilevered arms, the railroad sigmals to.be‘intereonnected

with the traffic signals at the intersection of Sants'Fe'Ayenue'and

Washington Boulevard so as to eliminate any conflieting indieations
between the two sets of signals. | o

6. A separation of grades is not warrsnted at the crqssings.

7. The costs of insﬁallation and maintenance of-ﬁhe'railroad
crossing signals should be borne 50 percemt by the City and 50 percent
by the two railroads. o | o

8. Tae cost of paving the widened portion of the roadway
between lines two feet outside the rails should be borme by the City. |

9. The costs of preparing the tracks to receive‘paviﬁg.at
the widened portions of the crossings and the eost'of‘rehaﬁilitating
the existing roadway. between lines two feet outside the raxls should

be borme by the railroads.




Conclusion

The Cemmission concludes that the applxcation should bve

granted subJect to the conditions set forth in the order herein.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of Los Angeles is suthorized to*widen'wéshiﬁgton
Boulevard over the Southern Pacific Cbmpany's,spur‘track Crossiﬁg
' No. BG-485.68-C and Union Pacific Railroad Company's spur frack-
Crossing No. 3-1.67-C in conformance with Exhibit 2 in this appli-
cation. | - o |

2. The City of Los Angeles shall fnstall and maintain advance
warning signs and shall paint and maintain déuble clea#ance 1ines

and RXR pavement mar&xngs at the cross_ngs. .

3. The railroads shall install two No. 8 flashlng light
signals with back lights on l4~foot cantilever arms.

4. The City of Los Angeles shall intercounect the rqilroad
signals with the traffic sxgnals at the xntersection of San a Fe
Avenue and Washington Boulevard so as to eliminate any conflicting
indications between the two sets of signals.

5. The City of Los Angeles shall bear 50 percent andfthe'
railroads shall bear 50 pexcent of the costs of«inStalltngffhe rail-
road crossing signals ordered herein. “ |

6. The railroads shall bear 100 pexcent of_thé‘cbst'of ore~
paring the tracks to receive paving within the widened portion of
the highway between lizes :wo feet outside the édﬁéide'raiis and
100 percent of the cost of any paving7work in theTexis:iﬁg cros$ing
2rea between limes two feet outside the outside reils.

7. Tke City of Los Angeles shall bear 50 percent and the vall-'

roads shall bear 50 percent of the costs_of maintenapce of the_
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railroad crossing signals ordered hereim in accordance -_withw and pur-
suant to Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilfties Code.

8. The City of Los Angeles shall bear 100 pe}.-cent of all och%;f'* .
costs of widening the crossings. ‘ | 7

9. Within thirty days after completion of the work herein
authorized, the City of Los Angeles and each railroad herein referred
to shall each notify the Commission, in writing, of its compliance
with the conditions hereof. | N |
‘ 10. The improvements and changes herein provided for are to
be completed within one year after the effective daté '_of this. ozder,
unless an extension of time is granted by the COmmi's'sion'.

| The effective date of this order shall be twenty days.

after the date hereof. |

Dated at San Franciseo , Califormia, this 23aL
day of AUGUST , 196 |

S cleeritne B2

Comntssioner Frederick B. Boloboff, belmg
necessarily adbsent, ¢id not participete

in the d1spos » ~ ‘
p ‘ éﬁﬁssiw& s




