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Decision No. 71261 , B egzh : Wﬁ&-

BEFORE. TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of Ross H. Boyd and Jean P.
Boyd, Husband and Wife, as co-owners
(LINDA WATER COMPANY) for a Certificate
of Public Convenience and Necessity to
Operate a Public Utility System (Water)
in and adjacent to the area of the
proposed Linda Vista Ranchos, Tract 450,
in Tulare County; and to establish rates
for the service of water therefrom.

Application No. 48461
(Filed May 9, 1966)

OPINION

Applicants seek a certificate for ‘domeSti‘c.watgr service
in Linda Vista Ranchos, Tulare County. This t:i'a«;t ‘:ts- loc‘at'ed' in
the N1/2 of Section 16, Township 21 South, Range 27 East:, . ML"..
D:t.‘abio Base and Meridian and Is about 3 1/2 miie.s‘,‘ northwest 'Qf' the
centexr of the City of Porterville. A report da‘.:éd Juiy 28, ‘ 19667.
made 'by a2 staff enginesr avd ‘basecll TUpoD a :.:udjz | of . the ‘ al;plication
and a. field irxvestigation will be included in ti:e :;'ecor_él as o
Exhibit No. 1. | | |

Mr. Boyd is a building contractor w:'.th"‘an offi’ce m
Porterville vhere applicants reside. Applizants are the 'éw:xers
and developexrs of the subdivision‘for_wﬁich théy Tequest a
certificate. They do not now own or operate a pu'bl.:’.c utility wate.f
system in California. Headquarters of the utiiity will :be:M::.
Boyd's contracting office. The office is staffed '-wﬂ:hlsécret'_a::'.al'
and bookkeeping pexsonncl qualified to handle the customer billings
and collections. Mﬁ'. :Boyd will oversee thke sjstem and ._ be évailablé

Sor any emexrgencies that may srise.




The area for which a certificate-'is requested--'is_ shown
in Exhibit A attached to the application. The area to be served
includes approximately 31 acres subdivided into 27 residential -
lots of about 1 acre each. The land is level and varies from 403

to 405 feet above sea level. Applicants also own 110 acres. of

adjacent land they plan sometime in the future to su‘bdiiri’d_e into

43 lots of more than 2 acres each.

The City of Portexville furnishes water service about
one and one~half miles southeasterly of the subdivisiou but
generally restricts service to the area within ‘the city liu:its.
Two watex systems are in the vicinit&‘ of Lind‘a Vis_te Ranchos'
Development: Beverly-Grand Mutual Water Coupany_, approximately
three-fourths of z mile southeast » and Grand View Gardens Water
Company, approximately one mile southeast. The llatter‘ i‘e a public
utility under this Commission's regulatory jurisdiction.

Applicants mailed a copy of their‘ application ‘to the
Couuty Board of Supervisors, to the Porterville City Clerk and to .
the above two watex. companies. | o _

The souxrce of supply for the watexr system is to be a
12-inch diametex well appro:dmately 300 feet in depth. Applicant 's
engineer estimates that such a well should produce 400 gpm. or more
with g drawdown of less than 40 feet. An additional well . is to 'be
drilled and equipped when necessary to insure adequate supplies
for the future extensioa into applicants contiguous land. The
initial well and pressure tank are to be located in the southeest
corner of lot 10 of the subdivision. The well'wilfi7 be’ tested' for"
production capability ou the basis of 72 hours of continuous -
pumping. The pump installed in the initial well will be . selected |
to produce against a discharge head of 65_ psig,the tested capab:.lity,'
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or 500 galions gpm, whichever is less. Wnter«frcm the well is to
be discharged directly into a 5,000~-gallon capacity h&&ropnenmatic
tank. The tank will be equipped witn two perfcrated baffles as a
sand trap. A.pressure switch at the tank will be set to maintain
water pressures at all sexvices between 40 and 65 psig. ,

' No. chlorination or filter facilities are proposed and
noze Is expected to be needed. | | |

Applicants? engineer informed the staff at the time of
the field investigation that water supply facilities will not be“
constructed until a certificate has been granted.

Applicants propose to make application'with the Tulare
County Health Departument for a water supply permit.

The distribution system will consist of about 470 feet of
8-inch and about 2,190 feet of 6-inch class. 100 asbestos-cement
plpe. Trenches for the pipes will be three to four ieet-in depth;
Each of two dead ends in the system is to be~provided‘with a two-
inch blow off. Twelve service pipes will be Z inches in diameter
each branching to a pair of. 1l%-inch sexvices: and will be individual
1k-inch sexrvices. Three 2k-inch fire hydrants are to be connected
to the distribution system.

The proposed supply‘and distribution facilities meet the

Tequirements of this Commission's Gemeral Ordexr No. 103, Rules
Governing Watexr Service Including Minimum Standards for Design and
Construction. , .
Detalls of estimated utility plant costs totaling;$22,730
are shown in Exhibit E attached to the application. Applicants'
estimete of $6,345 for 27 service pipes and meters and 3hy&:ants
appears to be about $2,000 high. The total of $22,780 for 27
services amounts to $845 plant investment per sexvice connection.

This rather high figure may be attributed to the large size of the
lots.
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Applicants plan to f£inance the proposed water system
from their personal funds. They understand that extensions. to
sexve future units must be made in accqrdancé with the ‘. CbrmiisSion's
uniform water main extemsion rule.

Applicants have i'equested meter rates based on bimonthly |
billing of customers. The staff recommended rafeé are ".ont a monf:bly‘
basis with revised minimum charges for meters larger f:hangS/ 8 x 3/4
inch to better reflect differences im the cost of _ serwiice.‘ -

Because fire hydrants will be installed the staff - |
recommends that applicants file a schedule of rates for public fire
hydrant service as shown in Appendix A hereto. | | |

Exbibit D attached to the application shows an estimate
of revenues, expenses and met revenue based on 30 'per cent
occupancy. It appears that the net return will 'ncjt_’ exceed a.
reasonable rate of return. -

Applicants are aware that revenues ini'tiaily may not
‘cover the expenses of the operation. Exhibit E attachéd to i:ﬁe |
application indicates that they have adequate res‘pm‘:ces‘ to absorb
operating losses during the developzﬁental period. Appliéants
anticipate that later development will improve 'thell financ:[al aspects’
of the operation. o -

The certificate will be granted to app}.icahts" as
co-ownexrs. They may operate under whatever fictitious name they
select. At the time of the application their intent was %0, use
the name, "Linda Water Company.” | |

The Commission fﬁds that: o

1. Public convenience and necessity require that the
application be granted as set forth in the ensuing 6rder.




2. Applicants possess the financiai~resources‘co operate‘

the proposed systen. | |

3. The rates set forth in Appendix A attached hereto are
falr and reasonable for the service to be rendered.

4. Applicants' water supply and‘distribution facilities
will provide reasonable sexvice for the p:oposed,certifica:ed%area
and substantially meet the requirements of Génerél-Order No. 103.

5. Applicant has not yet procured a permit from‘t?e-public.
health authority having jurisdiction. o

The Commission concludes that the application should be
granted as provided by the following orderx. o

The action taken herein is for the issuance of a
cextificate of public convenience and‘necess£t§ oniy-and*is not to
be considered as indicative of amounts to be included in fﬁture‘

proceedings for the purpose of determining,just‘aﬁd-reasondblé

The certificate hereinafter granted shall be subject to
the following provision of law: |

The Commission shall have no powexr to authorize
the capitalization of this certificate of public
convenience and necessity or the right to owm,
operate, or enjoy~such_certific

€ as the consideration for the
issuance of such certificate of public convenience
and necessity or right,

A public hearing is not necessary.
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IT IS ORDERED that: |
1. A certificate of public convenience and. nece#sity' is
graated to Ross H. Boyd and Jean P. Boyd, authorizing them to
construct and operate a public utﬂ.ity water system to serve anv
axea known as the Linda Vista Ranchos, Tulare County 'I‘ract;; No. 450,

as delineated on the map, Exhibit B, attached to the épplfcation :
herein, |

2. After the effective date of this order appliéants are

authorized to file the schedule of rates set forth .'[nﬁppeﬁdix A
to this order, a tariff service area map clearly indicating the
boundaries of the cercif:’.cated area, appropriate general rules and
coples of printed forms to be used in dealing with cuscomers. The
filing shall comply with General Order No. 96-A and shall become
effective on the fourth day after the date of filing.

3. The authority granted herein shall expire' unless the
designated tariff sheets are £iled within one year a.ft:er the
effective date of this order. |

4. Prior to the date service is first furm’.s;hed .t_:o-‘ the public
undex the authority granted herein, applicahts shall ob_t:aiﬁ-_ 2 waper
supply pexmit from the i‘ulare County Department of Pﬁblic Health |
and so advise this Coumission in writing. | |

5. Applicants shall prepare and keep current the systew map
required by paragraph I.10a, of Generai Order No. 103, W:ttﬁin
thirty days after the water system is placed in. operation under the:

author:’.ty granted here:m, apol:.cants shall file with the Comm:x.ss:.on
two coples of such map. "




6. For the year 1966 applicants shall apply a dépréciatioﬁ

rate of three per cent to the original cost pf depreciable plant.
Until review indicates otherwise, applicants?shéll continue to
use this rate. Applicants shall review their dééreciation rates at
intexvals of five years and whemever a major change in depfeciable
plant occurs. Any revised depreciaﬁion rate shall be determined by
(1) subtracting the estimated future net sélvage én& the déprecia*
tion reserve from the original cost of plant, (2) dividing the
result by the estimated remaining life of the plan:'and (3)
dividing the quotient‘by the original cost of plant. The results
of each review shall be submitted promptly to the Commissionf

7. Vhen substantislly all of the distribution main has been
installed in Tract No. 450 and not later than one year aftex the.
first customer is sexved under the authbrify.granted herein,
applicants shall have a qualified engineer prepare a statement
certifying that all class 100 asbestos-cement watexr pipe installed
as part of the water system was selected and instaliedviﬁkaccordi
ance with the standards containedrin;American‘ther‘Wbrks
Association publications AWWA H2, Standard Practice for the
Selection of Asbestos-Cement Water Pipe, and AWWA:0603;54T; Tenta-
tive AWWA Standard for the Installatfon of Asbestosécement‘Wa;er_
Pipe. A copy of the statement shall be filed in this proéeeding '
within thirty days after its prepara:xon. -

8. Within ten days after sexvice is first furnished to the
public under the authority granted herein, applicant shall file in
- this proceeding written notice thereof to chis Commission. |




9. Vhen the number of customers reaches twenty, or within
three years after the date service is first fmished to the
public under the authority granted‘herein,_whighevér is'eaiiier,
applicants shall have instailed a standby source of water :o  '
provide for the reasonable comtinuation of an adequate supply ‘of
potable water to consumers in case of the failure of~the5initia1‘ 
single source of supply. Within thirty days after such standby
facilities are installed, appliCants'shall.file a written feport
showing the number of customers then served and the details of
the mannex in which the requirement of tbls paragraph.has been
accomplished.

The effective da:e of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at Sap Franeises ., Califo:mia, this /JZ g

day of SEPTEMBER . 1966.
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APPENDIX A
Page 1 of 2

Schedule No. 1 ,
GENERAL METERED SERVICE

APPLICABILITY

Applicable to all metered water se;-vice;

TERRITORY

The area Jnown as Linda Vista Ranchos, Tulare Couhty 'h:-a.ct-.hSO,V_
and vicinity, located approximately 3% miles narthwest of Porterville.

RATES

- Par-Month.

Quantity Rates:

First 800 cuufte or less LYY Y Y T T Y Y Ty $h025
Next 1’200 Lt per 100 cuefte ceccescccnsne ‘25 .
Next 3 000 Cleile per 100 Cuoﬁ.o XIS Yy Y] 020
Over ;;COO cu.;f:t- per 100 cu.ft. srecascencsn 015

t

Minimum Chaxrges

For 5/8 x B/L-inCh- MELEY sevssvsrssncssensscnss $h025
For B/h-inCh METOr cevescccccnroscarecnns 5035
For l=ineh meter SesssBsT RN LT LLIBREISEHO 7.50
For l‘;i_inCh meter tesrsrrecnantIetEsEe el 32-50
Fox z-inCh meter b-'.-.o-oo...-...oocor.. ; 17.00

The Minimum Charge will entitle
the custcmer 40 the quantity of
water which that minimum charge
will purchase at the Quantity Rates.

- .
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Schedule No I3

PUBLIC FIRE HYDRANT SERVICE

APPI.ICABILI"Y

Applicable to all £ire hydrant service furnished to munica.paliﬁ.es,
guly organized Lire districts and other po].'i.tical subdivis;’x.ons of the
tate.

TERRITORY

The area known as Linda Vista Ranchos, Tulare Caunty Tract LS50,
and vicinity, located approximately 3% miles northwest, of Portexville.

RATE

' Pér" Month"-‘

For each hYdrant ooov-oo.‘o-.coocooooo.-ﬁoooo $2..OO

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

1. For water delivered for other than fire protecta.cn purposes,
charges shall be made at the quan'ta.w rates under Schedule No. 1, _
General Metered Semce.

2+ Relocation of any hydrant shall be at the oxpense od.‘ 'the party
requesting relocation.

3. Fire hydrants shall be attached to the utility's d:Ls‘tribution
mains upon receipt of proper authorization fram the appropriate public
authority. Such autherization shall designate the ownership, type and
the size of hydrant and the specific location at which exch :i.s to be
installed. , :

L. The utility will supply only such water a.t such pres.sm-e as m.ay
be available from time to time as a result of its nomal opwation of tbe‘

system.




