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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIQN‘OFTIHE’srAiE'OF'CALIFORNIAVr

In the Matter of the Application

- of SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY

under Section 1002 of the Public ) .

. Utilities Code. for a certificate Application No. 48646 -

that public convenience ‘and neces- Filed July.2l, 19663

s:xty require the exercise of the ) - Amended Angust 53 1966*
izhts and privileges granted by g S ‘

O"c«inances Nos. 385 and 465 of. thc '

Coimty of Ventura, California )

opinioné

Southern California Gas Company requeats 3 cert:.ficate of
public convenience and necessity, in two areas 1dentif1ed as "A" andv
"B" on the map attached to.the apphcation as Exh:!.b:[t B to exerc:.se -
‘the rights and priv:.leges granted by the: County of Ventura .
Callform.a, in two franchise ord:.nances perm:f.tting the :Lnstallatmn,
maintenance and use of a gas dxstribut:mn and transmiss:ton system
in the pub‘.!.:.c highways of the unincorporated area of sa:.d county. |

The franchises, copies of wh:.ch are attached tof the appl:L-' |
cation as Exhibit A, were granted by the County 1n accordance w:'.th
the Broughton Act ‘Ordinance No. 385 was granted for a term of
40 years effective July 13, 1944 and Ordinance No. 465 was granted e
for a term of 40 years, effective .J'uly 27, 1951.\ | ' |

: Dec;sion No. 37519 (Applxcation No. 26296) on November 28
1944, authonzed applicant to exerc:.se the r:.ghts and pr:w:f.leges of :
Ordinance No. 385 for the transportatn.on transmiss:.on, and excbange' '
with and sale to Southern Connties Gas Company of Callfo:n:x.a of .
natural gas. Decision No. 46514 (Apphcation No. 32696) on |
December 11, 1951, author:Lzed applicant to exereise the rights and




p:iir:’.leges of Ordinance No. éSS, subject to the condition that

applicant not use the certificate for 'nhe' distribution of" na_tural
g3¢ in Ventura County without first having obtained ‘authorization
- of the Commission. Hcre..ofore, Southern Count:.es Gas Company of
Cailiforvia has been the so"e pnblic utll:.ty distr:[butor of natural
sas wzthln the County of Ventura.- | o
Tke two areas for which app].:.cant requests @ eextificate
currently are within the: seﬂrice te*r:.tory of: Southern Count:.es Gas‘
Company of California. However, auehonty to change the :.ntercompany
onndary of these affi liate companies has. been requested by sa:.d
oom*an:.ea in concurrent advice letters.
Appl:.can«. states that development of a number of. hons:x.ng
..ceets is currently undex way in the western port:.on of Los. Angeles
- County aud :'ne eastern portion of Ventura County in the general
vieinity of the Ventura Freeway. One of the developments over.z.ays ‘
-ne existing .L..tercompany boundary. between appln.cant and Southe*n
oouneiesl Gas Compeny of Califormia. Future tract developments mf..y
also do so. Ia the area herein being cons.;.dered the :.ntercompany
box.ndaxy coincides w:.th the boundary lxne between Ven"ura Couaty
and Los Angeles County. This' boundary was establxshed in 1958 wien
there was no indication of the deve‘.I.Opment aow tak:.ng place. : ,
Because of the current . development ian the area, apolieant
and Southera Cowmties Gas Company of Calzforn:.a have made a study to
c’.etem...ne what changes in the :.ntercompanv boundary must be maoe in
nrder to ackieve the most log:.cal anc e‘f:i’.c:.en ser_v:.ee to th:.s.
L,eneral arez, aad to avoid having d:.ffe*ent portmons‘ of ‘a single- |
zzoct sexved by different gas utilities at dmfferen: rates. . |
The aress in Veatura County morked "4" "nd i on |
S¥hibit B are isolated from Southern Counties Gas Company of

Cal:.fo:rn:.a s existing ope:'at:’.ng 2nd sexvice fac:.l:.tz.ea by moun‘.a:.nous
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terrain and there is no naturai’gas service-at present except foc
two ‘small farm taps from a transmission 11ne of appllcant in

Area "3". Transfer of areas "A" and TB" from Southern Countles Gas
Company of Califormia is logical in that prOSpectxvexpaturalrgas'.
ccstomerS-will be in closer proxiﬁitytothe'operatingpaad~service
base of applicant than to that of~Southernscounties‘Gas Coﬁéaﬁy of
California; Ihis-w111 faczlltate general malntenance on the dlscrl-
bution system, meter readxng_and customer contacts, xncludlng the
makxng of customer servmce calls. Furthermore, assumang_current
rates the transfer of the service areas will result 1n.the grea*
majority of future customers paylng for natural gas service at lower
~rates. Both of the existing farm-tap customers wmll pay at appll-
cant's lower current rates for natural gas service.

Appaxcant does not state the costs it incurred in obtaiaiag
said franchises, but it stipulated'tﬁat‘if will not claih*a,valuc for
the franchises and certificate of public convenzence and necesslty in
excess of the actual cost thereof.

We f£ind that publie conven;ence and necesslty requ;re the
exercise by applicant of the r1ghts and pr1v11eges gxanted 1n the
franchises by Ordinance No. 385 and,Ordxnance Nb. 465 of the Board,
of Supexvisoxs of the County ofjveﬁtura co distribﬁte na:cral gas in
areas "A" and "B" shown_onthe'mapfaztached,to-tﬁefapélicatiodiasl'
Exhibit B. | _ |

| The certificate of publlc convcnmcnce and necessity issued
herein is subject to the following provismons of law:
1. The Commission shall have no power to authorize the"
capitalization of the franchise involved herein or

the certificate of public convenience and neces-
sity, or the right to own, operate or enjoy such
franchises or certificate of public convenience and
necessity in excess of the amowmt (exclusive of any
tax or annual charge) actually paid to the State or
to a political subdivision thercof as the comsider-
ation for the issuance of such franchises, certifi-
cate of public convenience and necesslty or. rlght.
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2. The franchises involved berein shzll pever be g
any value before any court or other public author-
ity in any proceeding of any character in excess ¢f .
the cost to the grantee of the necessary publication
and any other sum paid by it to the punicipality
therefor at the time of the acqu:.sit:xon thereof.

IT IS ORDERED that a certifica.té- of pdbl:‘.c conveﬁi’ence and’
necessity is granted to Southem Caliform.a Gas- Company to exerc:.se ‘
the rn.ghts and privileges granted by the County of Ventura by
Ordimmce No. 385, adopted Jume 13, 1944 and by Ordinance ¥o. 465
adopted June 26 1951, to distribute natural gas :’.n the areas
:.dentified as "A" and "B" on the map attached to the applicat:ion as
Exha.bzt B. o _ ' | ,

The effective date of this order shall be the’ date hereof

Dated at _Los Angeis ‘ Califomia ‘this | oZﬂ &
day of _ SEPTEMBER | 1966. |

- ‘P::"e:?ri.cle:vtu:fj

Frodc*ic&\z‘. -&.5 l?oof"

'uoorse G. G”"r IR

Comissionor e ——
present but. not. vou.nz.

‘ Comissionor ?eter E. xitchen being
noco..saﬂly absent. ‘aad not participato R
_ 1n the disposition or t.hia procooding. DR




