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Decision No. 71317 

BEFORE '!BE PUBLIC urn.rrlES COMtaSSION, OF T.BE "S1:AXE' OF ,CALIFORNIA.' 

In the Matter of the Application 
of the City of Montebello to. 
construct a Public Road across. 
the R1gb;,t of Way of the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 
at Union. Stxeet ~ Montebello-' 

Application No·. ,,48281 
(Filed: March 2, • 1966) 

John Latbro\> & Robert J. Mimiaga, 
for appll.caut. 

Donald I.. Stone) for '!he Atchison) 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company, 
interested party.. " 

William 1... Oliver" for the Commission staff .. 

, ' .. ,,;.. ........ 
Appliea:.t seeks authority to establish a c-ross1D.g. at 

grade at Union Street in the City of Montebello- over a spur' track 

of '!be Atchison, 'topeka and ~ta Fe . Railway Company (santaF~) .. 
Appendix A, attached' hereto, is a diagram showillg the proposed , i . 

crossing' and vic1ni.ty .. 

Public heaxing was held before Examiner Robert Ba.rnett 

at Los. Angeles on August 9, 1960, at which time the matter was 
submitted. 

At present Union. Street aosses the spur track ·at the 

point wbere the proposed grade el:ossing is to ,be,' situated. It. is" a 

two-lane road in very poor condition which· was constructedaeross . .' 

the spux track without authorization by this Commission, and which " If' . 
bas no installed grade aossicg protection.~ 

1/ 
A flagman controls vehicular traffic ,wbenatrain crosses, 
Union Street; .. , 
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This application was filed to obtain proper authorization for the 
, 

grade crossing and its protection.. Concurrently with improving, 

the grade eross1ng~ the City will imp~ove the: whole 'length of ' 

Union Street. 

The spur track serves several industries 'in the' area of 

the Union Street crossing. No other public crossings exist between 

tbe main line track of tbe Santa Fe and the end of the sPur' track. 
" 

The area is expected to grow but no new streets arecontemp:tated 

to be built across the spur 'tracl~. The public can gain aecesst~ 
" 

the industries served by the spur track only by means of Union' 

Street. Almost 1,000 vehicles per day use the crossiug~for the 

most part between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 3:00a.m. .and 2:00, p.m. 

to 50:00 p.m.', Thel:e have been no recorded accidents at this crossing 

since Union Street was opened in 1950. 

There are three freight train movements a week over the 

crossingj these take place in the afternoon. A locked gate-across 

the' spur track on the north side of the crossing prevents' the 

freight 'trams from entering the crossing without coming to a full 

stop and, having a crewman open the g~te. .As the train enters the 

crossing, at about 5 mph, a flagman controls vehicular traffic. 

It was; stipulated by Santa Fe that the present procedure ~ loc1<ee 

gate and flagman, would continue to be followed. Fo: these reasons 

applicant ~ Santa Fe ~ and the Comc:dssion staff recotcmend that the 

grade crossing be protected by two Standard No.1 crossing sigo.s.,. 

reflectorlzed with reflex-reflective sheeting. No issue was raised 

rega:ding consa'llction and ma!.ntenance costs. 

There being no conflict in either the evidence or the 

recommendations for grade crossing protec;tion ~ the Commission finds 

the foregoing. statement of facts to be:trueJ<' and further f:tndstbat 
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public convenience ~ necessity) and safety require that a crossing 

at grade be opened at Union Street~ in the City of Montebello, 

across the tracks of the Santa Fe and that said cross:tng be pro-
. . , . 

tected by two Standard' No.1 crossing signs reflect0rizedwith 

reflex-reflectivesheetfng. 

The Commission concludes' that. the application shoulc1 be 

granted subject to the conditions set forth in the ensuing order • 

ORDER -----
IT IS ORDERED that:: 

1. ,The City of Montebello is authorized to' construct Union 

Street at' grade across the tracks,. of Tbe Atchison ~ Topeka and 

Santa Fe Railway Company, to be identified as Crossing: No. 2~150.o-C) 

in accordance w:[th the plans set forth ill :r.tsappl:r.cation~ subject 

to the 'conditions set forth herein. 

2. ,. There shall be installed at the crossing· two Standard' 

No.1 crossing signs reflectorized with reflex-reflective sheeting • 

. 3. No train, motor~ engine, or car shall be operated across 

said' Union Street unless highway traffic is protected by a member 

of the train crew or other competent employee acting as £lagman~ 
~. " • ~ -1\.... ~ • . • 1-

,4. Applicant shall bear 100 pereen~,of~ the costs .of· con~ 
., . 

struction, oftbe grade crossing including the costs ofpreparillg 

track neceSs.aryw:Lthin the limits· of' the crossing,' and, paving '. work 
-.... 

, ' . ' 

within lines two feet outside of outside rails .. 

. 5. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company shall 

bear the cost of maintenance ·of the erossing. within lines ,twofee~ , 

outside of outside rails and app'licant shall bear the cost of 
. , 

maintenance of the cr'ossing .and: '~pproaehes outsideofs.d.dlines.' 
'. . ' 
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6. Within thirty days after completion of the work herein 

authorized the City of Montebello and The' Atchison,·~opelca.· and' 

Santa Fe Railway Company shallea:chnotify the .Commission in 

writing. of their compliance with the conditions hereof. 

7. All crossing protection specified in this order. shall be 
I, ' 

installed w:ttb:I.n six months after the effective' date ,of,tbisorder 

unless time is extended. 

The effective date of this. order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof ~ 

Dated at San l"'ranclseo , California., this. ~ ~ 
day of ~TfMBER 
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