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Decision No. 7:1460 

BEFORE TEE' PUBLIC ~ILnlES COMMISSION OF ~ sr.A.n: OF CAI.IFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application )~ 
of tHE CITY OF !.OS: ANGEl.ES~ a 
municipal corpo:ration~ to improve 
and widen the existing crossing ) 
at grade of CAliJENGA.BO'OL'EVA..."ID ) 
at CHANDLER BOULEVARD acxoss the 
tracks of tbeSoutbcrn Pacific 
Company's, Buxbank B-rax:.ch Line 
(C-ross~No. BY-463.7). 

Application No·. 48545 
(Filed June' 6).1966) 

Roger A..""'D.cbergh, City Attorney, by 
C~arles E. M~:t1:son, fo:: applicant. 

RandO.1.pb. K.er: and wilt A. Steiger, by 
Walt A. Steiger, for Southern P'acific 
c:e:mpiUy, pro~stan:. . 

John ? Ukleja, for the Commission swf •. 

o P I .. N ION 
-~-- .... ----

The City of 1..09 Angeles (City) seeks authority to 

wi.den the existing crossing at grade of Cabuenga. Boulevard 

(c.::ossi:lg No. :s.Y-453.7) over the Soutbe::n Pacific Company 

' . . 

(Soutilern Pacific) BurbaDk Branch Line. Furthe1:, the City requests 

1:ha.t ~is CommisSion fix the just compens.c~ion to be paid for 

certain property !nte%'cses requil:ed by the City for a public 

e:l.Se::tent anci right of entry upon the railroad right-of-way.' at the 

C%ossi:g. Appendix A atuu::hed hereto iss. diagram showing details 

of the e."dsting C7:ossing and the proposed i:::lp%'ovements'~ 

Pursuant: to Rule 4l of the Comcission's Rules of 

Procedure prehearing confc%'ence was held~fore Examiner Robe%t 

Buuctt on August 10, 1966-, at I.osADgeles, .for the purpose of . . . 
£orcul.atixlg the issues. A:: said confexence both' the City .and 
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Southern Pacific agreed that tbe petition to fix just compensation 

go off calendar pending a determination of the issues raised by 
.' . , 

the applieation to' widen the grade e'rossing.. AftE~ sueh c1etermil:la-

1:ion it was agreed that the· City might reopQ the J?::oe~edings and· 

'be beard on its petition to' fix just co~-usation if~ in the City's 
. ,. '" 

opinion, sucll a bearing is necessary to ·preserve its substantial 

rights. 

Public hearing on the appli~t1on to' widen the grade 

c:ossi:c.g was beld beio:e Examiner 3arnctt at Los Angel.es,. on 

AUg"tolS t 31, 1966, at which time the matter was submitted .. 

Cclluenga BoclevQ:d is a seco:l.dary highway as· shown on 

th~ City's Mast:er Plan of Highways and Freeway~. It presently 

con:;ists of a roadway approximately 40 feet wide at the grade 

erossing of Soutbe..-n Pacific's Bcrb3nk Br.aneb. Line. Condition of 

the pavement .s.nd .a ve:tieal. curve at the crossing prevent efficient 

. uti.!ization of the ent~e roadway Width .and therefore traffic 

opera~ion cor:.sists essentially of one lillle .in ~ direction. on 

Cahuenga Bot:le·.rard at tJ:.e grade crossing. The City. proposes to 

widen Cclluenga Boc1.eva:d to a roadway width of 62 feet. ··Chandler 

:Botllevard is a 4O-foot frontage :road .which inte:rseets. Cahuengo. 

30ulevaxd app:ro~te:'y 50 feet north of the railroadt:rilcks.. 

':b.e:e 4%e tra=£ic control sign.3.1s at the. intersection .. o~Cal:uenga 

Boulevard and Ch3:ldle= Boulevaxd. 

Existing tt.a.£fic , .. oluces on Calr.lenga Boulevard a~ the 

~~6e eross~z ~re approximately as follows: 

350 

700 
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Sou'Obound 

450 

500; 

Total. 
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1200 
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A recent tr.:lffic count, revealed a 24-hour vol\mle of~117l23: vehicles. 

The inte::se.ct:ion of Cahuenga 'Boulevud and Ch&:1dl.er 

Eoulevard serves a laxge percen~e of heavy' truck txaff1c, which 

m:.lce:; £rcq~ tta:ning movexr:ents e.djacent to- and over' theg:ade 

crossing. the substanda%dxoadway at the crossing' creates a 
\ ,', 

'-oottleueek for traffic 2nd the seva:e vertical; curve greatly xe-

cuccs sight distance fo: :otoxists approaChingthecxossfng from 

opposite directio:.s on cahttenga Boulevaxd. 

'!be crossing. at cahuenga Bottleva::d is in the pre-' 

dominautly industrial cor:idor that surrounds Southern Paci.fic" s 

B'Cl%'ba'o.k B:,anch Line in the San Fernaudo' Valley.. Proj eeted growth 

is forecast fo:: this indOlStrial area which w"...ll con~ibute' not 

o'llly to tr.o.:fic volUJI!e increases on cahuenga 30clevard but on 

Cb~dlC'l: Bodeva:r-! .as well.. Improvement: of the grade c.ossi:lg is 

necessary at ehe present time in' o::<ie-r 'to relieve the poor traffic 

conCitiot$ created by the existil:g DarrOW roadway anG: to provide 

for ;f.J.ture growth. M~eover ~ tho necessary widEming of the 

Cahueng.a. Boulevard crossing will result i:l.'benc£its to movcmeut~ 

o~ lleavy eo:c:me:cial tre.£fic ~ i::I.elu~g movements of goods :to 

indust%~ec served by the reil:o.e.ci. Additionally, public ,s&fety 

will be gained by the ,reduction of the severity of the vertical ' 

~u:ve at this grade exossing. 

Undex n~ ope%~tions at the presenttim(f there is , 

one txain :oovemcnt over the crossi:lg 1:1. each' d:L%aetion 'seVe:l' ea.ys' 

a 'tticek. The grade crossing is now protected by 1:"0170 S~d.i:rd 'No'. ' 8 

£l~s~ light signals. The traffic signals at' the 'adjecer::: :sttcoat 

itl1:ersect::,oll of Ch8Xldler Boulevarc'l, and Cahue:tga l3oul:evard:.are cc~ , 

ordiIl.3t:ed lI.'"ith. the train movemencs. Ihe:e has' not' . be~:a: ., 
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veh:fcle-traln accident at this C:08Sing in the lastfiveyeaxs .. 
" ... 

~e City,. Southern Pacific, and the Commissioustaff 

agree that the gr~ C%os,sing sbouI:d be improved' in accordance 

with the City t 8 proposal and that the improved crossing should be 

p2:oteeted by two· Sta2)da:rd No.. S flash!lt:1g light" signals' augmented 

by automatic gates with predietors. The only controversy in this 
, , , 

ease is over the ~port1onment of the costs of the improvements' .. 

!he City recommends that it bear 50 percent' of the cos.t of 
the signal. work required on the automatie protection and 100 percent 

of the cost of paving or planking' the' wicieDed' portion oftbe 

roadway; the railroad bear 100 percent of the cost of· pre-

paring the track to receive paving or: pla.nld.ng and the cost 

of paving or pla:aldng within the exis,'Cing traveled roadway 'portion 

of· the aossiXlg. 'Ihe Commission staff supports the City's 

proposal. 

Southern Pacific contends. that the City should pay the 

total cost of the addi~onal protection required because the grade 

aossing is widened. If this. Wel:e a. case of merely 1mp1:ov1ng. the 

proteet~on a.t an \existing grade crossing, without the need· to 

widen the eroasi:cg,. Southern Pacific would be willing to sba:e the 

costs of the impl:ovements on a SO-SO basis. However,. the widened 

crossing will requ1xe larger gates on heavier foundations than 

would be required 1£ :Lm.proved protection were installed· attbe 

exis.t:Lng cros8ing. It is. Southern }l'acif1c' s contention that the 

difference in cost between the larger gates and heavier foundations 

required by the widened crossing and the smaller gates: and founda­

tion that would be installed. if the crossing were not w;Ldene~: 
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should be paid 100 pex~ent by the City.. ~1s diffe'tenceiS ap­

proximately $3,290.. It is So"*tb~-rn Pa~if:i.C: ~s opinion 1;b..a.t it gets-
" .. 

no benefit fxOtn the widened aossing and therefore should not share 

in the costs atttibutable to the widel'l'ing. 

In Application of City of Compton (Decision 

No. 71071 in Application No. 47384, dated August 2, 1966), Southern 

Pacific made the same contention as. to apportiomuent of costs.. '!he 
,. 

Compton ease also involved improved protectiOn at a widened crossing .. 

In that ease we held that both Compton and Southern· ?acific would 

benefit from the improved grade crossing protection and should 

sha:re the costs eq,ually.. 'Xhe facts acid1.lcecl-;1n the case at. bar 

;' compel a similar result. 

,Findings of Faet 

1. '!be City proposes to Widen Cahuenga Boulevard .ic~v~~ the 

tracks of Southern. Pacific's Burbank Branch Line to relieve: Poor 

traffic conditions created by the ex1st~ narrow roadway'. and to 

provide for future growth. 

2.. Public convenience, necessity ~:i and safety requ1retbat 

the Cahuenga Bculevaxd eross-ing be protec~ed by two- Standa%d No.. 8 
, "\:. , . 

flashing light signa1s, each augmented bY.':l1Utomatic gates..with-

predictors •. 

3. BoQ the City and SoUthernPac1fic will benefit from. -
, ", 

the improved grade crossing. protection • 
. ,' " 

4. CoSts should be apportioned as set forth in tbeen-
. .' 

suing order •. 

'Xhe CommissiOn eoncll.ldes tbattbe appl:Lcation should.be 

gran~ed subject to the conditions set forth in the ensuiXlg, order. 

-5-



e 
A •• 48545 - BRIg! * 

ORDER -----

IT IS ORDERED that: 
" 

1. 'Ihe City of Los Angeles is authorized to widen Cahueuga 

Boulevard across the tracks of the Southern Paeific Company 

(Crossini No. RY-463.7) in accordance, wi.th the plans set forth in 

its application. 

2. There shall be installed' at the crossing twoS,tandard 

No. 8 flashing light signals eaCh augmented by automatic gates 

w~tbpredictors. 

3. the railroad signals and adj aceut ttaffic signals shall 

be interco1lllected so that in the preemption phase initiated by, 
, , 

an approaching train, the tl:affic signals regulating movement of 

traffic f:rom the c:rossiDg area shall first display a green interval 

of sufficient length to, clear all vehicles from the tl:aek, area. 

4. !he installation costs of the- grade crossing., pro-

tection shall be apportioned equally between. applicant and:tbe' 

Southern Pacific Company. :' , 

5. The maintenance costs of the grade eros~in& protectio:o; 
" 

shul be apportioned equally between applicant and' :the Southern , , ' , 

P~cific ComP:my.. ~, 

6. 
,I' , 

The" Southern Pacific Company shall bear, 100 percent 

of the costs of preparing track necessary wi.t:hin, the limits of , 

the widened erossing~ and any paving work within lines two: feet 

ouesid~ of outside rails in the existingerossing. 

7 • Applicant shall bear 100 percent of all other costs of 

widening the crossing and approaches including the . c~st :of traffic 

signal coordiuatioll. 
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8. Ibe Southern Pacific Company shall bear the eost of 

maintenance of the widened c::z:ossing within lines two feet outside 

of outside rails and applicant Shall bear the maintenance costs 

of the crossing aud approaches outside of said lines. 

9. Within thirty days after completion of the work herein 

authorized, the City of. Los Angeles and the Southern :?acific Company 

shall each notify the Commissi01l in writing of ita ccm.Pl:1acce 

w:Lth the cond1d.ons hereof .. 

. 10.. All crossing p%otection and' coordination t:hereo£:speci-

fied in this or~ shall be fully installed, com~leted, and placed 

in operable condition before the widened crossing is fully opened 

to the public .. 

11.. The improvements and changes herein provided for a%e to' . 

be completed witlUn one year of the effective date of: this order 

unless time is extended .. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof .. 

Dll.ted At 8M FMtTtd$» 

OCTOBER day of, ______ • 1966. 

4J ~ 
, " . 

, . ~ ~ ~~ ...... . 

comm!ss Oiieii,·· 
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