Decision No. 71460 |

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THS STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicatiom )
of TEE CITY OF 1LOS ANGELES, a 3
; . Appl:.cat:.on No. 48545

muricipal corporation, to rove
Fen the o o (Filed Jume 6, 1966)

and widen the e:d.sting crossing
at grade of CAHUENGA BOULEVARD
at CHANDLER BOULEVARD acxross the
tracks of the Southern Pacific
Company's Burbank Brauch Line
(Cxossing No. B Y-463 7.

Roger Armebergh, C:.ty Attorney, by
Charles E. Mattson, for applizant.

Randoipa Rerr and Walt A. Steiger, by -~
walt A. Steiger, for Southern Pacific

Cempany, protestant.
John 2. Ukleia, for the C:omis.»ion st@ff. ‘

OPI_N‘ION

| The City of Los Angeles (City) seeks authority to
widen the existing crossing at grade of Cabuenga Bouleva:rd |
(Crossing No. BY=453.7) over the Southern Pacific Coﬁpanj '

(Southern Pacific) Burbank Branch Line. Furthe;’ N thé City request:é
that +this Commission £ix the just compensation"tq be pa:';.d' for
certain property Interests required by the City for a pu‘b]'.;ic
easement and right of entry upon the railrcad r:‘.g,ht—of-ﬂway' ‘at the
crossing. Appendix A attached hereto is a d:.ag:am mowmg dex:a:ils
of the existing crossing and thz proposed mprovments
Pursuant to Rule 41 of the Commn.ss:.on s Rules of
Proccdure preaeax:‘.ng conference was held before E:.am.ner Robe:t
Baxrnett om August 10, 1966, at Los A:ngeles, :Eor the purpose of
formulating the Iissues. AL said confexence botb the C:Lty and
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Southern Pacific agreed that the petition to £ix just couzpem'sationr' |
go off calenmdaxr perding a determimation of the :x.ssues raised by
the application to widen the gx:ade crossing A:Ete:: Such oe.temina
tion it was agreed that the City might reopea the n-oc\__edi.:;gs\ and
be heard on its petition to f£ix just oompensation. if, :.nthe City's
opinion, such a hearing is necessaryl to -ﬁresoriré its Sdb'sx:antia‘l‘
rights; e - o |

~ Public hearing on the appl:.cation to widen the g::ade

oqs:u:g was held befoze Examinerx Baxnett at. I.os Angeles,

Auvgust 31, 1966, 2t which time the matter was submitted.

Czhuenga Boulevard is a secondary highway as shown on
the Cit;y's texr Plan of Highways and Freeways‘. 1t pr_eéemtiy ‘
consists of 2 xoadway approxdimately 40 feet wide at the*g.radefl
crossing of Southern Pacific's Burbank Brench i.ine. Condition of
the pavemen:: and a wertical curve at tke cross:u:xg p::event: efficient

‘"'":x.zacion of the entire roadway width 2nd tberefore traff:.c |
operation comsists essentia.lly of one l:.me in e..ch d:.rect:t.on on
Cabuenga Boulevard at the grade crossing. Ihe City proposes to
widen Czhuenga Boulevaxd to a roadway width of 62 feet. - Cnandler
Bouievard is a 40-foot fromtage road which in:e:éecté Céhuéﬁg:'. B
Soulevard approvimetely SO fcet north of t.hc ::a:.l::oa.d trac;cs. |
“here ave txaffic control s:.gna...s at the. mtersect..on of oabue:zg..
Boulevard and Chandler Bouleva::d. | | |

ESxisting trafﬁ.c vo..mes on Cahuemga Boulevaxd a" the
Zxade exossing are appro:d.mately as follows'

| Northbound Southbound
AM Pezak Hour 350 450

PM Peak Bouxr 700 K 500
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A recent traffic count, revealed a 24~hour voltme of 11 123 vebicle....

The mte-'se.ction of Cahuenga Boulevard and Chandler |
Boulevard serves & laxge percentage of heavy truck traffic, which
males £requent turning movements adjacent to and over the 'g::ader
crossing. The substandard ::oadwa.y at the crossing c::eate.s a
‘vottleneck for txaffic and the sevexe vert:!.cal cu:ve g:eatly xe-
duces sight distamce for motorists app:oaching the c:ossmg from
opposite directions on Czhuenga Boulevazd. |

The crossing et Cahuenga Boulevaxd £ is :Ln the pre- |
dominently incdustrial corridor that smounds Southem Pac:.f:f.c s
Burbank Branch Line in the San Fernando Valley. Projected gxowth
1s forecast fox ..his industrizal area which w"...l‘ con..r..bute nox:
oaly to traific volume increases on Cahuenga Box.levard but on
Chsndler Boulevard as well. Improvement of the gade' crossing is

necessaxry at the presont time in oxdexr to relieve r.he poor traff:.c A
conditions cxecated by the emtﬁ:g narrow roadwc.y e.nd to provide
foxr futuxe growth. Moreover, the nececsa.rv w*'dam.ng of t.he

Cahuenga Boulevard crossing will result in: 'benof:!.ts to movoment.,

of heavy commexcial traffic, :i:zcludir.g movoments of goods to
industries sexved by the ‘reilroad. Additionally, public saiety |
will be zained by the reduction of ‘the seven.ty of the ver":.ca. '
curve at this grade crossing. | e
Under nermal operations at thﬂ p*eseno time’ the.re is
one train Dovement over the cxossing in each duect:.on sevea c.ays
a week. The grade crossing is now protected by two St:and...rd No. 8
£lashing light signels. The traffie signalc- at the ad'-acer.:" stroat

intexsection of Chandler Boulevard and Cacuenga Boulevard are co-\

ordinated wx..h ohe train movemenrtsS. . '.Ehe*e has not 'been a
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~ vehicle-train accident at this crossing :i.n the last ’fiiié'-fyéérs.
The City, Soutbern Pacific, and the Commission staff
agree that the grade crossing should be improved in accordance
with the City's proposal and that the improved érosé;ihg should' be
protected by two Standard No. 8 flash..mg light signals augmented
by aut:oma.tic gates with predictors. 'rhe only controversy :t.n th:.s
case is over the apportionment of the cost:s of the improvemenrs. |
The City recommends that it bear 50 percent of the cost of. |
the signal work required on the automtic protect:[on and 100 percent
of the cost of paving or planking the widened’ port::.an of the
roadway; the railroad bear 100 percent of the cost of. pre- g
paring the track to receive paving or; planld.ng and the cost
of paving or planking within the e:d.sx.ing traveled roadway porrion
of the crossing. The Commission staff supports the Cit:y. 8.
proposal. ‘ | : | : | | .
Southern Pacific contends that the City should pay the
total cost of the additional protection required .bécause ‘the grade
crossing is widemed. If this were & case of merely imprdﬁhg the
protection at an existing grade crossing, w:f.thout ‘the npeed to |
widen the crossing, Southern Pacific would be willing to sharé.' the
costs of the 'improvements on & 50-50 basis. However the widened
crossing will require larger gates on he.avier fox.mdations than
would be required if improved protection were install_ed: at .thev-
existing crossing. It is Southern Pacific's contention that the
difference in cost between the larger gates and heavier fonmdations
required by the widened crossing and the smallex gétes and founda-
tion that would be installed if the créésing were not videned
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should be paid 100 percent by the City. This difference is ap-
proximately $3,290. It is Southerm racific s opinion chat it gets
00 benefit from the widened c::ossing and therefore should not share
in the costs attributable to the widening

In Application of City of Compton (Decision
No. 71071 in Application No. 47384, dated August 2, 1966), Southern
Pacific made the same comtention as to apportn.onment of costs. The
Compton on case also imvolved improved protection at a widened crossmg.

In that case we held that botk Compton and Sout.hern Pac:.fzc would
benefit from the improved grade crossing p::ot:ect::x.on and’ should
share the costs equally. The facts adduced :I.n the case a.t bar

%vs co:npei a similar result. - '

Fmdi.ngs of Fact

1. The City proposes to widen Cahuenga Boulevard acro
trxacks of Southern Pacific's Burbank Branc.h Line to rel:.e_ve poor

traffic conditions created by the existing parrow roadway and to

" provide for future growth. :

2. Public convenience, necessityu, and safet:y require that
the Cahuenga Boulevard crossing be protect.ed by two St:andaxd No. 8
flashing light signals, each augmented by zmtomat:x.c gates with"
predictors.

3. | Both the City and Southern Pacific will benefit from.
the improved grade crossing protect:z.on. | ,

4. Costs should be apport:ioned as set forth :Ln the en~ |
suing ordex. | T | |

The Commission concludgsthat the aépl:r.'ca:io:{ shduid;:pe :

granted subject to the conditions set forthin the- ensuing ‘o'rdér.'i |
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IT IS ORDERED that* o .
1. The Cit:y of Los Angeles is authorized to widen Cahuenga
Boulevard across the tracks of the Southefrn Pacifn,e Company‘
(Crossing No. BY~463.7) in accordance with the. plans set forth in
its application. |
2. There shall be installed at the cross:.ng two Standard
No. 8 flashing light signals each augmented by automatic gates |
with predictoxs. _ . ‘
| 3. The railroad signals and adjacent traft:!.c signals sball |
be interconmnected so that in the preemption phase in:.t:.ated by,
an approaching train, the txaffic si.gnals regulat:mg movement of
traffic from the crossing area shall first display a green int:erval
of sufficient length to clear all vebicles from the :racl_c_area.
4. The installation costs of the grade crossieg,'fzw

tect:ion shall be apporcioned eﬁuallyv between applieant'- énd»:fthe'

Soutbem Pacific Company.

5. The maintenance costs of tb.e grade crossing p:r:otection'
shall be appo:tioned equally between applicant _.andqthe Southern |
Pacific Company. g o -

6. The  Southern Pacific Company shall bea.r 100 percent
of the costs of preparing track necessary within the Yimits of |
the widened crossing, and any paving work within lines t.wo feet
outside of outside rails in tke e:d.Sting* crossing. | |

7. Applicant shall 'bear 100 percent of all ot:.her costs o£

widening the crossing and approaches including the cost : of traff:.c
signal coord:mation.
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8. The Southern Pacific Company shall bear ‘the ‘g‘:osti of
maintenance of the widened crossing within lines two feet outside
of outside rails and applicant shall bear the maintenance costs
of the crossing and approaches outside of said lines. |

9. Within thirty days after completion of the wéxlc herein
authorized, the City of Los A:ﬁgéles and 'the Southern Pacific Comipany
shall each notify the Commission in writ::!.ng of its caxnpliame
with the conditions hereof.

.10. All crossing protection and: coordinat:ion thereof speci-
fied in this order shall be fully installed, completed and placed '
in operable condition before the widened crossing is fully opened
to the public. | S

11. The improvements and changes hexein provided for are to
be completed within one year of the effective date of 'this (qz:der
unless time is extended. .

‘The effective date of this order shéll-r be. twenty days
after the date hereof. R

Dated at San Francisco ’ Califom:ﬂa, 't:dhisa?é:c-x _
day of  OCTOBER ;0¢¢. RO

JQ/,,/ ‘ '—';/31;:444
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