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Decision No. __ 7_1_8_4_7_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS ION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOlU:lIA 

WANDA StEPTOE, 

Complainant, 
Case No. 8537 

'IS. 

PACIFIC ttLEPHONE, 
a corporation:, 

Defendant. 

Max Solomon, for complainant. 
Lawler, Felix & Hall, by 

Richard L. F%uin, J%., for 
defendant. 

/ 
.' 

Roger Arnebergh, City Attorney, 
by Cha%les E. Mattson, for 
the Police Department of the 
City of Los Angeles, intervener. 

OPINION 
~---.- ...... --

." Complainant seeks restoration of telephone service at 

2805 West View Street, Los Angeles, California. lnterim restora­

tion was ordered pending further order (Decision No. 71382, dated 

October 4,1966). 

Defendant'S answer alleges that on or about September 12, 

1966, it had reasonable cause to believe that service to Jack 

Steptoe, under number 733-2483, was being or was to be used as 

an instr1J1Uentality directly or indirectly to violate or aid and 

abet violet10n of l~w, and therefore defendant was required to 

disconnect service. 
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The matter was heard and submitted before Examiner DeWolf 

at Los Angeles on November 29, 1966. 

By letter of September 7, 1966, the Chief of Police of 

the City of Los Angeles advised defendant that the telephone under 

number 733~2483 was being used to disseminate horse-racing information 

used in connection with bookmaking in violation of Penal Code 

Section 337a, and requested disconnection (Exhibit 1). 

Complainant testified that she bas five minor children, 

three of them in school; that telephone service is needed to get 

emergency medical help; that her husband needs the telephone in his 

business of building maintenance; and that she did not and will not 

use the telephone for any unlawful purpose. ' 

A deputy city attorney appeared and cross-examined the 

complainan~, but no testimony was offered on behalf of any law 

enforcement agency_ 

We find that defendant's action was based upon reasonable 

cause, and the evidence fails to show that the telephone was used 

for any illegal purpose. 

Complainant is entitled to service. 

ORDER ...... - .... -~ 

IT IS ORDERED that Dec'ision No. 71382, dated October 4, 

1966" temporar1iy restoring service to complainant, is amended . . " 
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to show that it is for the installation of new service aud, as 

such, that it is made permanent, subject to defendant 's ~iff 

provisions and existing applicable law. 

the effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after tlbe date hereof. 

Da ted a. t Sa.n Fra.nciseO 

JANUARY day of, _____ -> 1967. 

) California, tbis_........-.I i__..tlu ____ _ 

. .. ' 

coiDlDlssloners 


