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Decision No. _¢2019

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Investigation )

into the rates, rules, regulations,)

charges, allowances and practices )

of all common carriers, highway )

carriers and clity carriers relating) Case No. 9432

to the transportation of any and ) (Petition for Modification
all commodities tetween and within ) No. %50)

all points and places in the State ) (Filed March 28, 1967)
of California (including, but not )

limited to, transportation for )

which rates are provided in Minimum)

Rate Tariff No. 2). )

OPINION AND ORDER

Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 names minimum rates and rules
for the statewide transportation of general commodities by highway
carriers. By this petition, California Trucking Assoclation seeks
to have the above tariff amended to permit the free return of pallets
when utilized in connectioﬁ with the transportation of sodium hypo-

L Petitioner asks that all common carriers be

chlorite solutions.
authorized to estatlish in their respective tariffs all such modifi-
cations as may be prescribed by the Commission's order in this pro-
ceeding, including relief from the long~ and short-haul provisions

of the Public Utilities Code.

T Item No. 49 of Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 provides for the free
return of empty pallets from point of destination of the palletized
shipment to point of origin without charge in connection with a
limited number of commodities when (1) such empty pallets are
immediately provided by the consignee to the carrier upon receipt
of the palletized shipment; (2) the palletized shipment is trans-
ported under rates subject to 2 minimum weight of not less than
20,000 pounds; (3) the palletized shipment is loaded into carrier's
equipnment by the consignor and/or unloaded from such equipment by
the consignee with power equipment furnished and used without
expense to the carrier; and (%) the shipper and/or consignee com-
plies with certain documentation requirements. Petitioner’s pro-
posed free return of empty pallets would also be governed by the
aforementioned qualifications.
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Petitioner alleges that a broad program of shipper and.
carrier discussions concerning the transportation of pallets was
instituted by such parties, that it became immediately obvious from
such discussions that the economics of short-haul transportation
would permit the return transportation of pallets without charge
when certain qualifications were net.

Petitioner asserts that the proposed tariff amendment
will permit the free return transportation of pallets when utilized
in conmection with palletized shipments of sodium hypochlorite
solutions, will provide a further incentive for shipper cooperation
in palletization of truck shipments and will promote efficiencies
and econonmies in carrier operations. Petitioner avers that the
proposed tariff change is desired by, and in the interest of, both
shippers and carriers and will result in no increases.

The certificate of service shows that copies of the
verified petition were malled to various chambers of commerce,
shippers' organizations and carrier representatives on or about
March 27, 1967. The petition was listed on the Commission's Daily
Calendar of March 29, 1967. The Clorox Company and Safeway Stores,
Incorporated, have informed the Commission by letter that they
support petitioner's proposal. No objection to the granting of the
petition has been received.

In the circumstances, it appears, and the Commission finds,
that petitioner's proposal is reasonable and that the resulting
mininmum rates and charges will be just, reasomable and nondiserimie-
natory minimum rates and charges for the transportation involved.

A public hearing is not necessary. The Commission concludes that
the petition should be granted.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 (Appendix "D" to Decision

No. 31606, as amended) is further amended by incorporation therein,

—2-




C. 432 (Petg%) - peg

to become effective July 8, 1967, First Revised Page 15-B, attached
hereto, and by thic reference made a part hereof.

2. Tariff publicatlions authorized to be made by common
carriers as a result of the ofder herein may be made effective not
earlier than the tenth day after the effective date of this order,
and may be made effective on not less than ten days' notice to the
Commission and to the public if filed not later than sixty days
after the effective date of the minimum rate tariff page incorpo-
rated in this order.

3. Comnon carriers, in establishing and maintaining the
rule authorized hercinabove, are hereby authorized to depart from
the provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to the
extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures not
neintained under outstanding authorizations; such outstanding author-
l1zations are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to comply
with this order; and schedules containing the rule published under
this authority shall make reference %o the prior orders authorizing
long- and short-haul departures and to this order.

Y. In all other respects, Decision Wo. 31606, as amended,
shall remain in full force and effect.

This order shall become effective twenty days after the
date hereof.
Yy
Dated at San Francisco, California, this '32 — _ day of

(%@?E%mﬁg«
(%/ S &W%
i / e |
jx C/ f 205/’-4 7

Commiss 1oner§/7

May, 1967.
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Fixst Revised Page .l5-B

Cancels

Original Page MINIMUM RATE TARIFF NO. 2

Item
No.

SECTION NO. 1-~RULES AND REGULATIONS OF GENERAL
APPLICATION (Continued)

EMPTY PALLET RETURN

(Applies only in connection with Items Nos. 320,
8, 345, 330. 360 and 3 O*?nd
1ties named in paragraph ¢

Q=
2

(2) When palletized shipments are transported under
truckload rates and are subject to minimum weights of not
less than 20,000 pounds, empty pallets may be transport?d
without charge for distances not exceeding 35 constructive
miles when returning to the point of origin of an outbound
palletized shipment or when transported for a return pal-
letized shipment, subject to the terms and conditions in
Notes 1, 2, 3 and 4.

NOTE l.--Palletized shipments must be loaded into
¢carriex's equipment by the consignor and/or unloaded by
the consignee with power equipment, as described in Item
No. 11, furnished and used without expense to the carrier
and when no sexrvices are performed by the carxier or at
carrier's expense.

NOTE 2.--Shipper must indicate on shipping instruc-
tions that palletized shipments were loaded directly onto
trailers by power-loading equipment operated by personnel
furnished by shipper:; and/or receivers must show on car=-
rier's delivery receipt that such shipments were removed
by power-loading equipment operated by personnel furnished
by receiver.

NOTE 3.--Shipping Documents (Bills of Lading) cover-
ing the shipment of empty returning pallets shall identify
the palletized shipments. Shipping Documents (Bills of
Lading) covering returning palletized loads shall identify
the shipments of empty pallets.

NOTE 4.--For the purpose of this item, empty pallets
shall include pallets, platforms, or skids as described in
Item 150370, Sub 1l; Item 150380; Item 150390, Sub 2;
or Item 150430, Sub 2, of the Governing Classification;
six inches or less in height or nested solid (as defined
in Rulel0of the Governing Classification), and ©of wood,
metal or wood and metal construction.

(b) Carrier must assess applicable tariff charges on
gmpty pallets under the conditions stated in Notes 5, 6,
and 8.

NOTE 5.--If immediately upon receipt of a palletized
shipment consignee fails to provide carrier with up to a
like number of empty pallets for return to point of origin
©f the palletized shipment.




NOTE 6.--When empty pallets are furnished by consignee
and forwarded to origin point of a palletized shipment, if
consignor immediately on receipt of empty pallets fails
to provide carrier with a palletized shipment containing
up to a like number of pallets loaded for shipment to
consignee at point of origin of the empty pallets.

NOTE 7.--For the transportation of all empty pallets
in excess of those permitted by the provisions of Notes
S and 6.

NOTE 8.--For the transportation of all empty pallets
which do not comply with the provisions of this item.

*(c) When palletized shipments of Sodium Hypochlorite
Solution (as described in Item 46380 of the Governing
Classification) are transported at truckload rates pro-
vided in Section 2, and are subject to minimum weights of
not less than 20,000 pounds, the empty pallets may be
transported under the provisions of paragraph (a) and (b).

(E) This item expires with December 31, 1967.

# Change ) .
* aAddition ) Decision No. 72519

EFFECTIVE JULY 8, 1967

Issued by the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California,
San Francisco, California.

Correction No. 1831




