o ORIGAL

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

ﬁgglé%ﬁfcn ofc’gHE PACIFIC TELEPHONE
SORAFE COMPANY for authority : , .
to establizh the Traver special rate 4pplication No, LgohsL

aree within the Xingsburg exchange. (Filed June 12, 1967)

OPINION AND ORDER

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company has requested
authority to establish the Traver Special Rate Area within the
Kingsburg Exchenge, Tulare County, in accordence with Exhidits A and B
of the application, to furnish urban grades of service at ra,te‘s set
forth in Exhibit C of the gpplication and shown below, to withdraw
Suburben service within the special rate area, and to offer urban
service outsicie the hase rate area and the special rate area according
to the rules of paragreph V of the application. A summary o‘r present
rates and proposed SRA rates follows: |

Rate Per Month
Present Fromsed

Business

1-Party $ 2 .Eo%

2-Party , - 50*
Semi~-Public 3.00%

PBX ’.t‘mk
Flat Rate - each 8.50"

Suburban . 4.Ls
Farmer Line 1.15

Residence

i=-Party 3.70%*
2~Party ‘ 3.00%
L-Party 2.45%
- Suburban 2.95
Farmer Line .70

* Plus suburban mileage charges on urban services. ?
# Applicable to service connecting at the special rate area.
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The Commission staff has reviewed the application and has
made a field inspection of the area. The staff report, wherein it
recommends that the application be granted, is made a part of the
record as Exhibit No. 1.

The Kingsburg Telephone Company, a farmer line with about
800 member-subscribers, has a number of customers om Roads Nos. 32
and 40 about one-half mile south of Avenue 384, the division line
genexally agreed upon by the farmer linme and the applican;, and has
one customer at Road No. 60, Avenue 368 on 8-party farmer line
sexrvice. The applicant has been serving the Traver aiea about 20
years. The farmer line management expressed an interest in re-
tention of farmer linme rxates and in securing sexrvice as propoced
fox the special rate area, and otherwise has no objection to the
establishment of the Traver Special Rate Area.

Customexs in the Traver Special Rate Area are dependent
upon. agricultural work and agriculturél processing for their
livelihood and rely heavily upon telephone sexrvice for job requests
and work information. Calls from farm operators, unioms and pro-
cessing plant, In season; nust be';eceived prompely 1f the fapm labof-
er is to haﬁe gainful'employment. This is the basic reason fgr
the need foxr betté: telephone service.. The low rates proposed are

essential for these.cugtomers.

The Traver Area is in 2 low income, essentially agri-

cultural area. No new businesses or growth in population appears

imminent. Community activity, ho&ever, reveals that about.ZO homes
axé planned for new construction, 2 water supply and distribution
systenm is planned for imstallation and a zas domestic use and heating
distribution system is planned, conmtingent upor State and Federal
Governmental assistance. Soxe growth may be expected as the alkaline
Southeastern portion of the Kingsburg Exchange Area is leached out

and made productive.
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To facilitate ex parte treatment the c¢ompany has notified
all sudbseribers in the area by letter, of its intention to request
authorization "without public hearing'. The letter included proposed
retes and requested return of comments by June 26, 1967. 0f the 51
letters, 16 replies were received, all of which were favorable.

| The special rate area covers approximately 0.3 square miles
and includes 12 business establishments and approximately 100 homes.
There are three churches znd one school in the area.

As of Septeoder, 1966, applicent furnished 57 suburban
residence services, two suburban business services, two urban
resldence services and three urban business services within the
pProposed special rate aresa.

Applicant estimates that annual revenues would increase by
gbout $200 after normal regfading. It appears that granting the
application will result in improved service in the public interest;
therefore,

The Commission finds that a2 public hearing is not necessary
end that such increases in rates and charges as will result are
Justified and that, for the future, present rates, insofar as they
differ from those herein prescribed, would be unjust and unreasonable

upon the establishment of the Traver Specisl Rate Area. |

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The Pacific Telephone and'éelegraph Company 1s euthorized

to establish the Trgver Speclal Rate Area as requested in the
applicafion. |

2. After the effective date of this order, applicant is
suthorized to file with this Commission, in conformity with General
Order No. 96-A, exchange maps revised to show the Traver Special Rate
Area within the Kingsburg Exchenge with a boundary substantially as
shown Iin Exhibits‘A and B attached to the application.
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3. Applicant is authorized to file, in conformity with
General Order No. 96-A, rates for service.within the said special
rate area, as set forth in Exhibit C attached to the application
and rules, as set forth in peragraph V of the application, and after
not less that five days' notice to the Commission and to the public,

to make sald rates effective for service coincident with establishment

of the said special rate area.

L. Applicant 4is authorized to withdraw suburbdan telephone
service within the Traver Special Rate Area coincidenwiith
establishment of said special rate area.

5. Applicant will continue to survey and report to this
Commission development and growth in the Traver area at two-year
intervals for the next three such intervaels. When substantial growth
occurs within the Traver area consideration should be given to‘baée
rate area treatment.

6. The authorization to establish said special rate area
granted herein, will expire unless exercised within one year of
effective date of this order.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

the date hereof.

Dated at San Frensisco , California
this __ D F 74 say of Asust , 1967.
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