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Decision No. 72978 -----
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITJ:ES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Applic$.tten of THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE ~ 
AND TEtEC?A:PE: COV~&W tor authority 
to establish the Traver special rate 
area ~~th1n the K1ng~burg exc~~ge. 

Application No. 1.:.9454 
(Filed June l2~ 1961) 

OP!~"ION AND ORDER 

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph CompAnY has requested 

authority to establish the Traver Special Rate Area wit~n the 

Kingsburg Exche.nge, Tulare County, in accorde.nce W!. th. Exhi~i ts A and B 

of the applica.tion.,. to furnish urban grades of service a't rates set 

:f'ort'b. in EXhibit C of the a.pplication and shown below , to withdraw 

:uQurban service within the special rate area, and to· ofter.urban 

:ervice outSide the base rate area and the special rate area according 

to the rules of paragra.ph V 0'£ the s.pplica.t1on. A summ.ary o~ present 

rates and proposed SRA rates follows: 

Business 

l-Party 
2-Party 
Semi-Public 

PBX Trunk' 
Flat Rate - each 

Suburban 
Farmer Line 

Residence 

l-Party 
2-Party· 
4-Party 
Suburban 
Farmer Line 

Rate Per Month 
Present Proposed 

$ 5.80* 
4.50* 
3·00*' 

8~50* 

4.45 
l.l5' 

3.70* 
3.00* 
2.45* 
2·95 

.70 

$ 6.80 
5.20 
4.00 

9·50 

-
1.35# 

4 •. '(0 
3 .. 70 
2·95 

* Plus suburban mileage charges otl urban services. 
# Applicable to service connecting at the cpec1al rate area. 
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A. 49454 1m 

The Commission staff has reviewed tbe application and has 

made a field inspection of the area. Tbe sta.ff rep~t, wherein it 

recommends t:bat the application be granted, is made a part of the 

record as Exhibit No.1. 

The Kingsburg Telephone Company, a f.ar1Der line with about 

800 member ... subscr1be=s, bas a number of customers on R.oads Nos. 32 

and 40 about one-half mile south of Avenue 384, the division line 

generally agreed upon by the farmer line and the applicant, and has 

one custo:ner at R.oad No. 60, Avenue 368 on 8-parey f.arxcer line 

service. !he applicant has been se%Ving the 'I'ra"/er area about 20 

years. 'l'be farmer line management expre!:ccd an interest in re

tention of fa~r line rates and in securing service as propo~ed 

for the special ::oa.te area, and otherwise has no objection to,the 

establishment of the '!raver Special Rate Area. 

Custo~rs in the Traver Special Rate ~\rea are dependent 

upon agricultural work and agricultural processing for their 

livelihood and rely heavily upon telepbone service for job requests 

and work information. Calls from. farm operators, unions and pro-

cessingplant, in season; ?lust be' received promp:ly if the f~ labor-. , 

er is to haVe gainful employment. This is the basic reaso'll for 

the need for bett:er telephone service.. The low rates proposed are 

essenti~.l for tbese. custo:ners. . . 
The 'Xr.a.ve: Area ·is ina low inco~, essentially agri

eul~ural area. No new businesaes or growt:h in population appears 

imminent. Community activity, however, reveals that about; 20 hot1leS 

are planned for new construction, a water supply and distribution 

system is plauned for installntion and a gas domestic USe 3nd heating 

distributl.on system is planned, contingent upot:. State and Federal 

Governmental assistance. SO'CC growth m.::x.y be expected as the all.:aline, 

Southeastern portion of the Kingsburg Exchange Area is leached out 

and made productive • 
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"A .. 49454 aw/lm. 

1'0 :f'ac11i ta.te ex parte trcatrncnt the eompe.ny has not1:::'1ed 

all suoscribers 1n the area oy letter, ot its intention to request 

author1zation "without public hear1ng". The letter included proposed 

rates and reQ.uested return. ot comments by June 26" 1967. or the 51 

letters, 16 replies "rere rece1ve<1, all of' which v:ere tavorable. 

The special rate area covers approXimatelY 0.3 square miles 

and. includes 12 business esta.blishments and approximately 100 homes. 

There are three churches and one school 1n the area. 

As of Septenil:>er> 1966, applicant furnished 51 suburban 

residence serv1ces, t\,TO suburban 'l:>us1ness servj.ces'" two urban 

resi<1ence services and three urban business serviees Within the 

proposed special rate area. 

Applicant estimates that annual revenues would increase by 

about $200 after normal regrading. It a.ppears that grantillg. the 

application Will result in improved se~/ice in the pub11c interest; 

therefore" 

The Co:nnU.ssion find.s that a publie hearing is not necessary 

and that such increases in rates and charges as will result are 

justified and thnt, for the future~ present rates~ 1nso~ar as they 

differ from those herein prescribed, would be unjust and unreasonable 

upon the esta.blishment of the Xraver SpeCial :Rate Area. ! 

IX IS ORDERED that: 

1. The Pacific Telephone and'Telegraph Company is authorized 

to establish the Traver Special Rate Area as requested in the 

application. 

2. After the effective date of this order, applicant is 

a.uthorized to file with this Cotlm1ss1on, in eontormi ty With General 

Order No. 96-A, exchan8e maps reVised to show the Traver Specia.l Rate 

Area wi thin the Kingsburg EXchange W1 th a boundary substantially as 

shown 1n Exhibits A and B a.ttached to the application. 
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A. 4945[:· aw/l:m 

3. Applicant is a.uthorized to r1le~ in conform1ty with 

GenerSl Order No. g6-A~ rates ror service. within the said special 

rate area, as set forth in Exhibit C attached to the applica.tion 

and rules, as set forth 1n paragraph V of the app11cation~ ana after 

not less that rive days' notice to the Commission and to the publ1c, 

to make said rates effective for service coincident With establishment 

of the said special rate area. 

4. Applicant is authorized to withdraw suburban telephone 

service Within the Traver Special Rate Area eo~c1dent ~th 

establishment of said special ra.te area. 

5. Applicant will continue to survey and report to this 

COmmission development and growth in the Traver area at two-year 

intervals for the next three such intervals. ~Jh~n substantial. growth 

occurs Within the Traver area consideration should be given to base 

rate area treatment. 

6. The authorization to establish said special rate area 

granted herein, will expire unless exercised within one year of the 

effective date of this order. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the da.te hereof. 

Da.ted at _____ Sa.n..;.;:;;;....,.,...,:..-..:.;.,I'!1~:%'~Q ______ ~ Ca.lifornia 

this ~ -a; AUG'UST I 6 cO '4 day of ~ 19 7. 


