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Decision No.

73429

In the Matter of the Application

of THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE
RAILWAY COMPANY, a corporation, for
authority to discontinue agemcy
sexvice at their station at Szn Dimas,
County of Los Angeles, State of
California.

Application No. 49487
(Filed Jume 20, 1967)
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Transportation-Communication
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Lipmeyex, <or Sam Dimas Chamber
of Commerce, Tim D. Bexrry, for
San Dimas Lumber Company; and
James G. DeFlon, for DeFlon-
Anderson Co., Inc.; protescants.

John deBrauwere, for the Commission
st

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company seeks
authority to discontinue its agenmcy service at the station of
San Dimas.

Public hearing was held before Examiner DeWolf at
San Dimas on Cetober 19, 1967, 2nd the matter submitted.

Appliqant alleges that public qoﬁvenience and necessity
To longer requixe the maintenance of agency sexvice at this point. .
Applicant alleges that there are n§ shippérg'?f cérload freight -

at this point and that mo carldad iots bave been shipped since
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February of 1966, and that there is ome receiver of carload fxeight
who received 22 cars during the year starting Maxch, 1966, and
that no carload freight was xeceived during thc months of August,

September, and October, 1966.

Applicant filed proof of publication and posting of the

notice of hearing, and service is alleged in accordance with
Commission procedural rules.

Exhibit 4 of the application was amended to show the
correct xrail and bighway distance between San Dimas and Pomona
to be 3.6 miles.

Five employee witnesses testified for applicant to justify
discontinuance of the San Dimas Agency - & fimaneial accountant
from Topeka, Kansas; a division frcight and passenger agent; a
trxainmaster and 2 trancportaticn inspector from San Bernardino; a
superintendent of trucking operations of Santa Fe Trail Trans-
portaticn Co., a highway common caxrier subsidiery of applicant.

Applicant's witnesses testified that applicant has
incurred and will continue to incur substantial losses from the
operation of the San Dimas Agency and that discontinuance of the
agency would eliminate these lossec without adverse effeet upon
1ts sexvice. Woxk performed at San Dimas would be transferred to
applicant’s agency at Pomona. ' The Pbmona agency has seven
fell-time cmployees and is oper frow 4:0C z.m. to 11:00 p.x.
ag compared to the one erployee 2t San Dimas on duty cight hours.

Applicant's agency sexvice at Pomona 45 more cifizient.
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Mach of the San Dimas area is in the toll-free zonme
area of Pomona and applicant will provide toll-free telephone
service at its Pomona station to the adjoining area.

The transfer of the San Dimas agency work to Pomona
could be accomplished without amy increase in present staffing
of the Pomona agency. The discomtinuance of the San Dimas agency
would not result in a loss of employment for the presenf agent,
for he can be tramsferred to another location where applicant has
need for his services. _

No change would be made in applicant's procedﬁrcs‘rela-
tive to carload shipments which it delivers to San Dimas desti-
nations except that various records relative to such shipments

- which axe now prepared and maintained at San Dimas would be pre=
pared and maintained at Pomonma. No change would be made in the
pickup and delivery of less carload shipments. Deliveries are
wade directly by truck and pickmps are made on the retura , trips-over
various routes. The agent at Powons is to bandle all adjustments.

Applicant's passenger trains do mot stop at San Dimas;
hence, there is no movement of passengers through San . Dimas which
would be affected by closuxe of this agency. Ho&evez, three
passengex tickets were sold by the agency during the yeax beginﬁing
Maxch, 1966. Upon its closure tickeﬁs'wopld be offered at, and
passenger tariffs'would‘be maintained by, the agency at Pomona.

In other respects the'discontinuance of the San Dimas

agency would not result im a curtailment of applicant's services
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for, or relationships with, the public. No change in rates would
result. San Dimas would comtinue to be listed as a shipping point
in applicant's schedules, logs, and tariffs.

Exhibit No. 2 is a summary of revenue and expenses at
San Dimas as compared to Santa Fe system opexations and contains
six sheets of supporting data and calculations all concerniﬁg the
pexiod January,1965 through June, 1967. While the comparative
figures are averages and estimates only,the actual savings by
closing of the station are definite. The 1965 figures for cash
savings involved axe as follows:

Hospital, health and welfare benefits,

ayroll taxes $ 942.94
payE e e . . . 6,507.05

ST L6595

Exhibit No. 3 is a summary of time and motion study of
work pexformed by the agent at Sam Dimas which shows three hours
work perfoxmed onm October 13, 1967, and one hour and 48 minutes
work pexformad on October 16, 1967, leaving five hours unoccupied
on one day and six hours and 12 minutes no work performed on the

other day of the study.

Exhibit No. 4 is an outline of service provided by

Santa Fe Txail Transportaticn Company om its Route No. 429 de-
paxting Los Angeles at. approximately 8:30 a.m. Monday through
Friday to Arcadia, Moaxovia, Azusa, Glendora, LaVerﬁe, San Dimae,
and return. Shippers znd receivers of less ‘than carload lots will
receive substantizlly the same sexrvice with adjuStmcnté handled

out of the Pomona station with more efficiency for both the customer
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and the railroad, and without increasing the cost of operation of
the Pomona agency.

The Mayor of San Dimas, the President of the Chamber of
Commerce of San Dimas, a maneager of a lumbex company, and a
manager of ancther industry appeared and testified in opposition
to the application substantially as follows:

San Dimas is in the transition stage between an agri-
cultural and a manufacturing ecomomy. A few years back the citxus
packing houses represented an attractive business for the rail-
xoads, with the hundreds of caxloads of citrus fruit annually
shipped east. Because of the encroachment of urban development,
this is no longer true. The city has rezoned much of the property
adjacent to the railroads for industry and is making a concerted
effort to attract industry engaged in interstate commerce who ¢an
use the existing rail facilities. Closing of the San Dimas freight
office would detract from the effort to attract induStries‘thac
might use these fime rail facilities in the community. The rail-
road freight station chould remain open foxr a period of some five
years, by that time the number of carloadings originating in. thke
area would be sufficient to support such a freight office. The

Chamber of Commexce is engaged in an aggressive program designed

Lo attract new business and industry to San Dimas. An active

railway stationm is very important to the success of this
endeavor. A rxepresentative for the Tramsportation Commumication

Employees Union opposed the application and examined witnesses.
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Discussion

All of the witnesses' testimony and evidence introduced

indicates a decline in freight handled at this station. The pro-
testants admitted that this is due to the closing of the citrus
packing and shipping industry, the buzning of one manufacturing
plant without rebuilding and in a decline in bomebuilding con-
struction. Protestants contended thac‘é new industrial area is
being promoted but not one industrial shipper was named who Is
committed to comstruction of a plant at this time. One of the
shippers who protested this application is a manufacturer whose
plant is located om another competing railroad and he shipped 119
carloads on that railroad during tbe yecar and only uées applicant
occasionally when required by a customex.

It is apparent from the evidence that the discontinuance
of the San Dimas agency can be accomplished without adverse effect
or consequence upon the users of applicant’'s sexvices. In some
respects it appears that the services which applicant would provide
in the alternative would be better than those which it is now pro-
viding. For example, since applicant's Pomona agency 1s open 19
hours 2 day, six days a week, prospective passengers who would buy
their tickets at San Dimas would not be subject to the time limita-
tions that they experience now ia purchasing tickets at San Dimas.
Any adverse effect upon the public (as reflected by the concern of
the City of Sam Dimas and of the Chamber of Commerce) that may result
from discontinuance of the z2gency does not appear to be sufficient
to deny applicant the savings in operating cxpenses_that would re-
sult from such discontinuance. It is also apparent. that these

savings would continue for several years at least five years or more.

~6-
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The station building facilities should not be removed but should be
maintained for a period of time, at least £ive years, to determine
whether or not industrial activity revives sufficiently to warrant
reactivation of this station. Thé application should be granted
subject to various conditions hereinafter specified.

A Cormission staff representative appeared and exawmined

the witnesses, and made no recommendations.

Upon consideration of the evidence in this matter the
Commission f£inds that:

1. No carload freight was forwarded from the San Dimas station
during the year ended Februsry 1967 and that none was received during
the wonths of August, September, and October, 1966, and that during
the year 2 total of 22 cars were received and that no less than car-
load freight was handled at San Dimas station during said period
except a nominal awount in April and May.

2. The services which applicant proposes to provide through
its agency at Powona in connection with tpe shipments of freight
handled and the sale of passenger tickets fo and frow San Dimas will
be substantially the same as ox more extensive than the corresponding
sexvices which epplicant is-now providing through its dgency at

San Diwmas.

3. The spurs and tracks are to remain the same and the movement

0f cars will be handled in the same mapner as before the closing of

the station.

4. When San Dimas 1s operated &s a nonzagency station sub~-
stantial net annual savings will result to The Atehison, Topela and
Santa Fe Railway Company from agent's salary and mainﬁenance,
approximately $7,500 per year.

5. The needs of the public for the services which applicant is
now providing through its agency at San Dimas can be adequately and
reasonably met through applicant's agency at Pomona. |

7=
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6. Public convenience and necessity no longex xequize the
naintenance by The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
of an agency at San Dimas.

7. An industrial park is under development adjacent to the
railroad which has not yet attracted receivers or shippers of car-
load freight and removal of the station building would interfexe
with this development.

8. The station buildings and platform facilities should pot
be xemoved or allowed to deteriorate for 2 period of five years so
that they can be reactivated if needed.

The application will be granted.

IT IS ORDERED that:

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company is

authorized to discontinue the agency at San Dimas, Los Angeles County,

California, subject to the following conditions:

a) The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
shall maintein said station in a nomagency status
for the xceceipt or delivery of f£xeight in any

- quantity, carload or less.

Applicant shall keep and maintain the San Dimas
station buildings and appurtenances Iin good repair
and shall not rewove the sawme for a2 period of five
years £zom the date of this ordexr without further
oxrder of this Commission.

Applicant shall maintain its San Dimas station
records at its Powona station amd applicant will
azrange for toll-free telephone sexvice between
San Dimas and its Powonz station.

Applicant will continue to list San Dimas as a
station in its railroad schedules, logs, and tariffs.

Within one hundred twenty days after the effective
date hercof and net Less than ten days prioxr to

the discontinuance of the agency at San Dimas, The
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company shall
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post a notice of such discontinuance at the
San Dimas station and, within one hundred
twenty days after the e¢ffective date hereof
and on not less than ten days' notice to

the Commission and to the public, The Atcbison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Coupany shall
file io duplicate amendments to its tariffs
showing the change authorized herein and
shall make reference inm such notice and
tariffs to this decision as authority for the
changes. In no event shall the agent be
removed, pursuant to the authority herein-
above granted, earlier than the effective
date of the tariff £ilings required hereunder.

Wicthin thirty days after discontinuance of
sexvice as herein authorized, applicant shall,
in writing, notify this Commission thercof
and of compliance with the above conditions.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at , » California, this
__ﬁ:_ day of , 1967.




