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Decision No. 73522 

BEFORE ~RE Pt7.BLIC lJTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE' STATE OF' CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation into } 
t~e rates~ rules~ requlations~ charges, ) 
allowances and practices of all common , ) 
carriers~ highway carriers and city ) 
carriers relating to the transportation ) 
of fresh or green fruits and vegetables ) 
and related items (commodities for whieh) 
rates are provided in Minimum Rate ' ) 
Tariff No.8). ) 

OPINION AND ORDER, 

Case No. 5438' 
Petition for Modification 

NO'r6,Z 
(Filed Decembe'r 12" 19&7) , 

Minimum Rate Tariff No. 8 (MR'l' 8) names' minimum rates and 

rules for the transportation of fresh or green fruits and' vegetables 

and related articles by city earriers and highway permit carriers

The distance rates in this tariff are governed by Distance TableNC>~ 

5 (DT 5.). Decisions Nos. '72488 and 72489 in Case 'No,. 5438 (petition 

for Modification No. 58.) provided that Distance Table 6, sho'l:ld 'be' , 

s@stituted for D'r 5 to govern the dis.tance, rates in MRT'S. effective 

January l, 1968. By this petition California· Trucking Association 

seeks to retain DT 5 to govern the rates in MR'I'S, through April 1, 

1968, and postpone the substitution of Distance' Table' 6 until Al':ri1, 

2~ 1968. 

Petitioner asserts that the Commission, by Decision,No .. 

72908 dated August 15, 1967, authorized the application of a sur-

charge to most of the rates in MRr Swith an expiration date of April 

l, 1968. This expiration date, petitioner states, was suggested by . 

interested shippers and carriers1 in order that ample opportunity 

lsuch interested ~rtie~were designated as the "Carrier-Shipper'" , 
group by the commission in Decision No. 689'Zl, dat,ed' April 20" 1965, ,. 
in Case No. 5438 (Petition for Modification No,. 30'). 
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would be provided to nOJ:'malize the unusual climatic conditions".. 

which existed at that time .. 2 

Petitioner avers :that further discussions by the "carrier

Shipper" group have detexmined that a normal pattem of transporta

tion and distribution conditions has not yet been created and 'that a 

finalization of the necessary actions has not been possible. Ac

cording to petitioner, the parties involved believe that the· 

status quo- should be maintained until April 1" 1968" in order that 

minimum impact upon the principal seasonal haxvests will 'occur. 

Petitioner avers that the change in the dates is· desired by sueh.'· 

parties and will be in the interest of both carriers and. shippers. 

Copies of the verified petition weremailed.to. various: 

shippers and shipper associations on 'or about December 12, 19&7 .. 

The petition was listed on the commission's Daily Calendar of 
.' , ' 

December 14" 1967.. No objection to the graritin9" of the pet-it ion. 

has been received. 

In the Circumstances" it appears and the commission finds" , 

that petitioner's proposal is reasonable and that the resulting 

mi:c.imum rates and charges will be just". rea~onable and nondiscrimi

natoxy minimum rates and cha%g'es for the- transporta-r.ion of fresh 

£:rui ts and veg'etables and related articles. In view of the impending 

scheduled effective date for Distance Table 6, the order herein 

will authorize common" carriers to make the necessaJ:y tariff publica

tions on not less than 'two days.' notice to the CommiSsion and: 1:0· 

the public.. A public' hearing is. not necessary. The Commission 

concludes that the petit~on should be granted. 

2 By Petition £~~ Modifi;~ti;n No. S9 in Case No. 5438, California. 
Trucking Association declared that the full amount of the- increases 
necessary to offset increased costs was' not sought .:tnthat procceo.
ing because of the temporary unfavorable condition of California . 
agriculture and asserted that the surcharge in question would provie.e 
increased revenues to offset :i.ncl:'eased carr:i.er costs with a m.inimuxn· 
disruption of agriCultural marketing patterns.' . 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

l. Minimum Rate Tariff NO. 8" (Appendix C· of Decision 

No. 33977? as amended) is further amended by incorporating therein~ 
- . 

to become effective December 31? 1967, Fourteenth RevisedPago 4, 

attaclled he:eto and by this reference made a. part here.o-f .. 

2_ Tariff publications required to be made by, common. 

carriers as a result of the order herein shall be made effective· 

January 1, 1968, on not less than two days I notice to the. Commis

sion and to the public~ and tariff publications :whic:h' are authorized 

but not required to be made by common carriers as a result.of·the 

order herein may be made effective not earlier than January 1". 1968" 

and may be made effective on not less than two days 'notice' to- .<t.."e 

Commission and to the public if filed not later th~March 2, 1968 .. 

3.. Common carriers are authorized to aaopt Distance 

Table 6 a: the basis for computing,. distances for use' in applying 

distance rates in their common carrier tariffs for: the transportation 

(a) commodities for which minimum rates have not 
been establiShed, or 

Cb) commodities whiCh are subject to hig~er rates 
than? or more restrictive provisions.than". 
the minimum. rates or provisions otherwise 
applicable. . 

4.. Common carriers are hereby authorized to, depart fr,om 

the provisions of Section 460 of the Public.Utilit:tesCodc- to the 

extent necessary to adjust long- and sho-:::t-haul departures now' . 

%ru).intained unde::: ou tSt~dill9' authorizations; such outstanding 

authorizations are herebY' modified only to' the extent .neeess~l:y 
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to comply 'W'ith this order:- and schedules containing the provisions. 

published under this authority shall make referenee to the prior 

orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures and· to: this·· 

order. 

S.. In all other respects Decision No~ 33977, as amended, . 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

This order shall become effective on the date here~f. 

Dated at San Francisco,. California, this _ ..... 6_'I_·~_v_ ... _. day 'of . 

:oec:ember~ 1967. 

, , .' 

~~~~~~~~~··~,'M;.···· 
,;,": '.w.: .. : .. :'-~;~,~':.,.-: ,-.fI' ,.', 

"~;~ ~ j ~ .. .:..~;:-: ... 



·~'o'U:'tecnth :R~Sed Page 4 
Cal.;.ccls e 

'Zhir'tee:lth Revised, Page ......... 4 MINlMO'M RATE TARIFF 'NO.·8·' 
j , 

1 Item I No. 

, 
! 

'! 

10 

SECTION NO.1 - RU!.ES AND REGULATIONS 
OF G EJ."iJ'ERAI,. AP PLICATI ON 

DEFINITION OF TECHNICAL TERMS 
(Items Nos .. 10' and 11) 

" , 

BUNKER ICING means placing ice in bunkers, or CO%ll- " 
partm.ents. in carrier's ~qu1pmentT separat,e or apar-ttro:m.the 
cargo area. thereot'" but not including t.he providing. ot' " 
meeb.aniea,l me$l'J.S t'or distrfbu.ting the cool air, such as f'a.....,.s_ 

CARRI£R T S. ~UIPMENT moans any mota,r' truck or o,tner: j" 
selt'-prope1led b.1gb.way vehicle" trailer" sem-trailer,. ,0:" a:tlY:, 
comb1!latio:. of such. highway veh1cles, operated 'by the cs.rrier~ 

COMMON C.A..~IER RATE meons a:n.y 1ntras,tate' rate or,' 
rates ot' any common carrier or common carr:ters,; as,defined 
in the Pu.blic Utilities Act" law:f'ully onnle with.,the Com-

I m1ssion and in et'teet at time' or sb.1pment; SJ:J.y inters'tate' 
or t'oreign rate or rates of SJ:1y COIl'lIl'lon ea.rri'er ra1lro,ad or 

I 
railroads apply1:og between point,s in Ca.lifornia by ru;" ~:er- I. 
state or t'oreign rou.te" lo.w.:tu.lly in effect, a t time 0 ... s .. .u.p- I' 

I ment; also ar.y interstate or foreign rate or ra.tes o't !JJlY, 
I con:mon carrier or com:non carriers,. as defined 1n th.~,Pu'olic I 
1 Utilities Act" applying between points in Cs.lifornia and,in' 'I 
I ei'f~ct at time or shipment and covering tr:m.:sportat10n' . II 

! exempt from ra.te regulation of the Intersta.te Commerce.' 
! COxr:tmi:'sio!l under Section 203('0) (6.) or, Section 20.3('0-) (8) i of Part II or the Interstate Commerce Act. 

I 
. I 
! ! ! COMPO~"SNT PART meansa."'lY part of a shipment sopa.- , 

rs.tely r~ceivod by the ca...-r1er whether or net such ,par't is I . 

sopa.ra.tely delivered by the carrier; and ::m.yparto£ash1p- ! 
:c.ent separately delivered 'by the carrier wheth.er or not Su.ch: I 
part :i.e separately received by the carrier. "! 

I 

'" • CONTAINER ICING means plaCing ice within the pa.ck~gel", 
W.tA th.e fruit or vegetable Shipped. 

(1)DISTANCE TABLE means Distance Table No. 5. 
(2)DISTANCE TABLE means DistD;nce Table. 6. . 

DEBTOR means the 'Cerson obligated. to- pay the 
freight charges to t:...: ~arrier, whether cons1gnor~ con
signee or other party. 

£STMJ..tSRED D:ZPCT mea.."'lS a ~eigh.t t.erm1naiowned 
or leased a.:o.d 11l~,intll1ne,=r by Q. carrier tor the reC'eipt and 
delivery of shipments. ", . .'.' 

. ' 
HOLIDAYS means New Yearts Day, Washington"s." 

Birthday, Memorial Day, Fourth of July , Labor Day, Admission 
Day ,Thanksg~ Vi.:lg Day and Christmas Day. When z'leb. holidays 
tall on Sunday" the folloWing Monday shall be considered a holiday .. 

I 

INDEPENDENT-CONTRACTOR Su.BRA.'01ER means any carrier . 
·..,ho :-enders service for a prinCipal cartier, :for a specified . 
recompense, tor a specified. I'esUlt, under th,e' controlotthe ' 
principal as to the result ot"tha work only and. not as to, 
the means by which such result is accomplished.. . 

PICKUP AND DEtIVERYCSABGE meansthetUlJ: cJ:l.lrge 
applicable 'Without the deduction authorized by Item" Nc>.: .. 1'20. 

. ... ,. ~ " 



I[ POINT OF DESTINATION means the precise' "l'Ocatio'n . 
at which property is. tendered tor physical deliver:(,:\into 
the custody 00£" the consignee or- h1s agent. (See also\Item 
No. 120, paragraph 2.) \. 

" ":' 
POINT OF ORIGIN means. the precise location at 

which property is physically delivered by the eons1&no~ 
or his agent into the custody of the carrier tor transpor
tation; except that all locations on or along a s1ngle ' 
packiDg or Shipping shed, and all locations within a 
radius of 100 yards from a single point, within a 
s1IJgle field Will be considered as one point ·or origin. 
A single plant or Shipping area shall include only con
tif;uOUS property which. shall not be, deemed separate it 
intersected only by a public street or thoroughfare. 

POWER EQUIPlvJENT means any gasoline, diesel, 
electric or gas dr1 ven' eq:1J1pment includingelectrie' 
powered cranes and lift-truck equipment. 

(Continued in Item No. 11) 

~(')Expires with. April 1, 1968 
';(2) Utective April 2, 1968'. ' 

;6. Change, DeciSion No •. 
I 73522' 

~ : 

EFFECTIVE DECEMBER' 31, , 967. 

I 
I 

f EXC T AS OT D 
!Issued by th.e Pub11c Ut1lities Comm1s,sion or the state or, California,. 
II 1,0 San .Francisco., California.' Correction No. "f'Q7 . .. , 
II 
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