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BEFORE THEP'OBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF, CAIDORNIA, 

In the Matter o~ the Applicat10nof 
PACn'IC GAS AND EIECTRIC COMPANY 
for a Certittcate of, Public Conven
ience and Necessity to Construct~ 
1nstall,p own, operate~ maintain and, 
use a nuclear fueled power plant in 
the County of san LU1~ Obispo togeth.er' 
With. transmiss10n lines and related 
facilities. 

Application No. 49051 " 

'ORDER DENYING REHEARING 

I, 

Scenic Shoreline Pre~rvation Con1"erence~: Inc .. " and' the 

Comnttttee for Green Foothills having ,filed' pet:1t10ns£o~rehear1ns: 
, " ,,'", . , . 

of Decision No. 7327C~ and the COIm'ltts-s10nhav1ng: considered, said " 
. '. 'i. ' 

:pet1tiotlf. and each and every- allegation 'there1n~', and. being, of the 

opimon that no good cause tor' granting', a rehearing 'ha~' ~en.~de ',. 

to appear; 

IT IS ORDERED that said petitions for:rehea.r~ be., and the .. 
, ,', ~ 

" '~ 

same are". hereby denied.,' 

, ,,.', ' 



A •.. 49051 
.' I 

, " , 

wnuAM Me BENNETr-" COMMISSIONER" DISSENTING OPINION" .... 

I woulcl' grant rehea.r1rJg •. 

Any reliance upon this agency' to preserve ~.dw1ndl1nS" '. '.', . 
. . . ........'. ,·'·:' .. ··1'· . ". .' 

coastllne is ent1rely msplaced. . Noth1ng has been 'learned :ri;'om':, .' 
. . . I., 

the experience at Bodega: Bay where the, pleas of 'conservat1()n1$ts 

as well as those concerned with the pubJ;iesar~ij':were: re'jee:ted: by: ' , 
""'.,., ,'.,,1 

tb.:1.s Coxcm1SS:1.on. Only when the' AtoXllie EnergyC0mm1SS1on~xpressed .. 

the op1mon that. the site was unsaf'e did, 'th~'Pa~1ri:c.'Ga~,~~~;'Eiec~c' 
Company gj.ve up. 1ts. pJ.ans for nuclear plant at Bodega BaYr, ' .. 

cal1tornians should become concerned~d,angr~r'a.t,the 

caval1er treatment which tOd.~r sdeeis10n: ~1gn1f1es ~"'I'h1~ .',proceed~ , . 
1ng 1$ part of the con.fl1ct,'betweenthose.1nterests,'Such,:a,S, the' 

?ac:1.nc Gas and Electrie Company wh1ch.3ees ·the.wa.ters~,t~
continental shelf' ~ the beaches and. the' uplands . a.snatura.l~:resources 

to be exploited regardless of the d1.struct1onof l~ds~ape,:,or; .,,"i .' 
. " 

disruption of: the ecology which may ensue~ and, thOse such: as.lnyselt' 
'. ,\ 

• ,. , .', ,! " ,'" .-' ! ': ,. ," ':.,' 

who new the coastal region as a grand ,andvar1ednatural: wonder- of:· '. 
, "',., ' 

great recreational value which must-be: heid,1n':1ts'natural,·:eond:1:t1on~· 
, "~.' ,: .' 

"i 

Not once bas tMs agency resolvedth1s corir11,ct :rn'favorof,the':, ' 

preservation o~ the naturalcond1t1on. 

Looking. to. the Pacific" Gas_ and. Electric .. compani tor-' the' 

sUghtest ind1cation of 'concern tor the re~rea.t10nal neediorthe: 
! ',. ' 

'people 01' the' State of Cal1f'orn1a is tru1tiess:~' . Pac:tf'1c;'Gas ,and' ' 

. Electric Company demonstrates plann1rlgwh1ch ;{'s. cOld.'1n:cone~pt.and . 
• ,.,..,' •. ' ',. r 

ruthless 1n application so'tar as: nature:ts' c~ncerned;.. . And;1:r:; 
, " .- .:i...... .' 

ca.J.j£o:-n1ans are under the 11i'US10~ that 'somehow ut1iity':'pia.nning: 
, I,,, 

, \ ., . ,. ",1~ ~ ,".' .. ' 

1s g01rlg to save ror them a state which,is.true:,and,beaut1M:,' . 
" 

theY' need only look· to the Call.f'orn1a landScape ,at'present,:wbich 

is dotted and. bl1ghtedw1th anendlesss-tr1rig,.,ot"ut1l1ty'::;';1?~leS~ .. 

towardeonservat1on •. .' .• , I",. 

. "' ·t' .' ' 
~.' \. \ '. , . 

'J "f. 

,I· 
I 

, : ' , . 



A. 49051 

PlanirJng is an uncoorcl1nated fiasco in Ca11rornia.,today-., ':" 
.' .".'.'. ',1 

And the cho1ce in' th:1s case is- not onebetwe~n nuclear en.ergy: ,or n6" 

such generated power--rather 1t 18, a quarrel 'overan:appr?prlate: 

81 te o:f which ,there are many. ' It is beyond argument"th3.t',"pac1i1~:" 
Gas and Electnc Company' has avaj.lable to it other,s.1~SalOIlg the .. ', 
ca.Jjj:'orn1a shore Where a plant such as here, proposed could,' easily', 

be placed... Morro Bay comes quickly to- mnd. Anyone'rea._' "the , .• 

sorry hiStory 0'£ Pacif1.c, Gas and ElectncCompany at MOl"':"'o'Bay 
. /"',,'.-

should become' appalled and" ind1gnant 'at the, devas.:ca.t1on,ut111tY 
. \ . " 

engineering and construction has wrought, upontbatc:ommU:n:tty--unless, 
" " ,. 

" , ). 

or course" one is indifferent t~ such matters as: aesthetics. As 
I ' ' " , ,'",,'," " 

one who remembers Morro Bay' before' the intrusion" of Pa.c'i.f:1cGas" and 

Electric CompaI:ly' upon that Community. only memor,y-restores',what "was: 
. ,'. . . 

once an area of beauty.r notdom1na.teCi by tower1llgstacks>:and:f'ree 

or the tangled webo~ut1lity towers' and power lines.' AlldmOr~ 
Ii ,I, 

. ~.: "" ' .. ~. ,.. ';' 

i:nportantly to the people of Morro Bay 'also tree. from'air ,pol~~~on. 

Cal1torn1Cmshould: realize that' thePac1f:tc'Gas', a.:ld.::Elec,tr:tc.'ccinpany 
, . . . ,. .. 

before i.t$ a.rr1.val atM<:>rro Bay 'was. qlllCktO" reaSsUre' the:peoPle':' 
II ' \" 

or Morro Bay that the plant would 'be a welCome':add1t::ton.,,',an'ass;stan:e ' 

to county revenue reqU1rements andath1Ilg, ofciVie pride,." NO::", ' 
. I,' , , , " 'j I,. 

question ora1rpolut1on was.ra1sed·unt11 that:1nevit3.1>le day-when 

the commtm1ty or Morro Ba.y'beeame alarmed:a.t' the p~ob.ie~s,: '6:f"a.:1.r,.:. 

polut1on caused by the Pac1f1c· Gas. and El~Ctr1C comJl~;;l~t: ..... 
Since the Pacific Gas, and Ei(;'ctr1c. Company :,hw already , made . 

. ,,~ . . .' 
: I' , . ~". , . t •• • 

a permanent chaxlge ana. permanent· damage, a.t':Morro,.Eay1t would'in'my-, 

judgment be a far' better thing to' place t~t~nuc·le~.:~iantupon;:::" 
property wMch' Pac1fic .Gas- and Electric-Company' prea'ent17'h?1ds'::,at i

' 

Morro Bay. But no! W.1thits almost magnetic attrae.t::ton',.tor>the· 

'Untouchecl Site, the clean sand and the blue water, pac1t:tc:,'G3.s::a.nd, ".' 

Electric Company selec't$ a hitherto 1nViolate,area;apP11es'the.' . " 
, . , ' . , . 

blade of' the bulldozer to,' it and then come tutnl>l:rng:dOwrii.:the.rerns,~·., . . "', : '. '), . \ ,. ".' 

the glens., the. trees, the valley • ' 
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That the 'shoreline 13 dwindling 13 beyond·. 8.rgum~xit~ ··Arid'.' 

that these resources 'belOD.g to all generat1or..s and that 1t··i$ ·the:·duty .. ·· 

ot the pres,ent· generation to save suchreso~es:·does .. not::seem .to'me 
;! ' ;'< ': :, ~ 

to be the subject 0'£ argume~t. Butwhenthere1staken1nto>ac'count: 
.~, ,J 

the author1zed· o'£f'shore dr1l1il'lg. by. the Federa.l Government.as .. wa.::('·.·· 
, .' . - . \,', .', " 

• ~ ~ .' • , , ' • '" " ,-' > ' , 

recently the case in eo:cnect1on W1th the santaBarbara·Cha.nnel~· when.' 

there 15 cons'1dered' the sho~el1nea.J.readY'g1ven to:commerc1al: 'Use' 
"'r 

such as oil dr1l11ng" the billboard smear.· ot· bea.chland,; the steam. 
• ~ .. I' ," '\ " '",.,.' 

, .~I, ',.,' • • • 1"" , -", • 

ge:c.erat1ngplants of' utilities. and beach, -land,nownot ·,access1bl~-to·'. 
. , ,'''''' ' ."", /:. 

publ'1c use tor other reasollS-.. then it can be seen·tha.t:. ~C:3.J:1t¢rn1a, 
in 1968 ~ere :1$ reallY not that un:ch remain1ng t~ protec1;.i:, .•. '. . 

The pul>l1c interest: was notrepresente(.r1n.th1.s:.proeee~, . 
" , .. . ,','1 - " "',",, • ",' , ,. 

by the Comm:i.ss1on sta:f:twh1chmade no survey o:tother-fn.l1taJ:,·le sites' < 
, . .'. , 'I ," . ,'" .. " 

and which· long ago and. now shoul<i'be iocat1ng:tha:t;,tyJi:ot:place ... ·. 
" 

·l1here there should be placed' allnuClearplantsofa11·ca.ll;torn1a,: 
r '. • ',', ,'1 ' 

publ:1.c ut:1.l1ties once and roX" all": . Let, tte''PU1>11e not be'IIi1s.1ed.·1nto 
, • • • J".' .• r," ' 

.: .... \,-

the belief' that :1. ts right to·· preservat:1.on . of' that w.bl:h:.1s::na.tura1:: . 
" .·.·.1·"' ,. . 

I '".' • • '. . .... ,.. '. 

is f'ully eA-plored in proceedings such as this or 18 rouiht~'ror' by' 
': • : • _ ~'~'~'" ••• f. ., .' ',' "'. ': • 

an act1ve and. aggress1ve stan" participation:;; . It':: 1s.· not!'", ,i, 
. ,.., .' .:..... ", 

:1 . .. " ... .. 

There should be a mora.tori'Umonthe· pi8,Cingof'suchplants .' 
. ," '. , ,.,11 

un.t11 the CaJ'ltoI"n.!.a. Comprehensive Ocean Area Flanbecomes, ." 
. ~""~" 

1nterest1n such a plan 1sCerta jn1ys:peculat1ve.'but' at>least.'.unt11 .. J 

1t 1s clear that there 1s ~o concern tor such' matte·ro,;. Plant~~ueh' :: .. 
• ,',: 't • ., • • "" .,' ;~:': ,~.'. ',' '., ','> ',',' '," . " .. : . 

as thj,s should 'be directed ,toward . the least: Suitable 10eat1pn' upon;'. 
;-.,' .. 

", .. , . 

the California shoreline as at Morro Bay or.1nthe·al.ternat1ve.' den:ted., 
,,/!, , 

I would point out that J: ~ve seen D1ablo.CaDyon.. OnJ.7'one·· such' 
I .' '. -: " > •• , 

canyon is DiablO... Before a:r:J.Y' judgmentpermitt1ng;·its.cles.trUct1on<. 
" , .. " 

" " ' 

s1te to- makethe1r own conclus:1ons: as to- the contest 'between beauty .. . , , " ., :., 

and energy.. It:1.s. dj.fi"l.cu~t· :t:t not.·1neone.e1::vS.bie-·~~ 1ma.s1ti~:-a .. 
1. ~ • ., " :.1 ,,' ." .. /" " .. ,. ," . 

judgment on so lasting .a deciSion as' this' one withou:t pe~ohal>·· , ., I. -" " 
~ , '," . , 

observation of'the s1tewh1ch1s. abO'UttO.bedestr?:7ed~ 
,".' '1' 
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" 
" 

. " 
tha.~the;:,Sierra. Ciub~' 

)iJ>~': .. 

has no ottieial position withreterenee ,to,thePlac~'of:'nuc1ear-
• J '-:-- • .";,", • 

plants along C8.l1tornia· $ shoreline. There :1.s.a.populB.rmyth"that, ' 

••• , 'OW,' 

the Bodega Bay eontrover8Y norm, the D1a'blo canyon;'<?ontrovers:r:has:· .. ' 

the Sierra. Club come torth to present theeO~ervation ip6S1t1on. . ';, .' 
, ", < ',~':::' ." " ".", .,,>' , .... ,f 

Th:!.s :1s not only SllrJ)r1sixlg 'but it: 18 d!sappo1nt:tng;>,\trndoubtedly ~, ' 
, ,:,;~,' 1,' ,. ',,' . 

" ,J 

the' Sierra Club or at least 1t$dee1s1on~ma.k1ng'meib~rs. were 'educated; . ' 
, .'.' • , j , ,,' . . ..~ 

by the Pacific Gas and. Eleetric Company 'S<»tha.tany;~·tiri~i ~ot1on ' 

ot incompatibility 'between a ,nuclear Pl~t and" Diablo, Cs:x9'on. wa,s.." 

<U.s:pelled. One wonders howtbat greit orgardzation c,an.e'V~r" elect 
~ . , , '. , 

~ , 

now t<> defend aga1nSt ut11ity 1n'trufi1on, a tuturenuclear .plant site.:.:, 
I .: • ~. • 'j" ~ , ' • ~ • 

Regardless ot the wonder.. howc';er ".tMG/; e~mm1s~~~he~ w;ul.d> hope-that 
• • :; ", ' '.'~. : ',~'.', ,,;: .' <" .:."' ," .:: .... ,. ' 

the Sierra. Club would begin to-make: ,'a; SP~ted f1ght.:ror: the":"pre"sent' 
" . :-: ' .. :,:' {~' .. ' '.:,.... ,..,: .. <, :' ,:",",,".' .," ,,' ~"., .,' 

generat:1.on". tor future generat:tons,,1':or ~"~c.b11dren "and:'::::Yours::~and, 
, ' '. " ':'~. ..: ':I":~·~:' I,.,,: ~ .' I \~ ~.~.: "," .. :." < ". ., ... , 

tor their absolute r1ght to places :ot beauty, ancr:.r:ec~at1on.". ,I' 
.' ," ' .' . ':, :"';l," <~ :-.. :''''~ " ,,' :"',', ": ,':',. ' I 

would sugges.t to the Sierra Club, that the: pub11c,ut111t1es, ot" 
' ... ' , ," ' ,I 

) , ' '\010' <' .," , 

ca.J.1f'orn1a have other plans rorother Sites' ai6i:iS the california 
• 'I • 

. Ii· . I' ,:-. ", • 

coastl~e. I suggest to the Sierra'Club, and 'to' other CSJ.!:I:rn1'ans 

that 1n the future the PaeU'1c Gas and Electric cOmPanyw:tli<return 
. ' , . ~ '" ' . ..'. 

The- date ot &T:tval will tie ~ome time ~;" to Bodega. :Bay. 

December 31" 1968. 
.,' ,Ii',;· 
. '.,.' 

.,.'., 

I wOuld 'grant rehear1%lgand would· <tlrect Pac1t1C,.Gas. and' 
',' .. 

Electric Company to' come forward With other; pians:. for' the';loeat:ton ' 

of a nuclear plant--but not atD1ablo. CanyO%1~ 
" 

~~~~:~ 
DA'rZD: San Franc:1sc<>", Cal1torn:1.a 

February 14" ,1968 ' 
'; 
" 
t, 
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