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:73746, Decision No., _____ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC, U'I'ILlTIES COMMISSION OF THE ,STATE' OF'CAL,IFORNIA" 

) APPLICAXION OF TEE COUNTY OF 
LOS ANGELES FOR THE WlDENmG', 
OF AVENUE S OVER THEEL- PASO 
l.INEOF, THESOUTBERN PACIFIC 
COMPANY - PALMD.ALE 'p.;p:£A. 

" Application No;,,4939t' 
(F11edMay:23:,.,1967) '~ 

Raymond W. Schneider, for applicant. 
Randolph Karr and walt A. Steiger 1 

by Walt A. Steiger, for Southern 
Pacific Company, protestant. 

G. R. Mitchell, for Brotherhood of 
LocomotiveEngineers" interested ,''''', 
party.. <:~':, ., 

Ronald tOo Hollis, for the Commission " 
staff. 

o p, I N ION --------,-

.', .. 

The County of Los: .Angeles. seeks to' widen and improve 
, " 

Avenue ''S'' and uP8%ade protection at Crossing No:,.. B ... 4l5.2" across 

the tracks of the Southern Pacific Company.. , , 
, ',,' ':1 

Public bearing was held before Examiner DeWolf,-.at 

Los Angeles on January 15, 1968:, at which time the matter:'was 

submitted upon the stipulation of the' parties .. 

Tbe Southern. Pacific Company 'stipulated withtbe 'appli-
, ,I 

, I , 

cax:.t County of Los- .. .;ngele.,. with concurrence of the Coz::JI:!ds'sion 

staff. thAt pu~lic convenience. necoslit¥ l1!ld 8e.fetyr~qu1re' 

that the application be grantedautborizingthe w:Ldeningand 

upgrading of said crossing protection 'and' 'Ghat, with· respect' t,O: 
, , . ". 

the apportionment' of costs the parties'agreed 'that:tbe cost of 
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, ' , 

the improved crossing protection be shared equallybytb~ railroad . 
and the county; that the cost, of prepar!ngthe track necessary 

within the limits of the widened C%ossing and'any, paving work 

within lines two feet outside of rails intbe' ex1sting.:cros,sing 

is to be borne 100 percent by the Soutbernp4c::LfiC' CompanY'~ ,and" 

that all otber costs of widening the crossing and approaches 
< , , 

including the cost of traffic signal coordination are to:,be'borne 
" .. ' ,: "; , 

100 pe:eeea.t by the County of Los. Angeles. The: maintenance' COS,1;S 

of the protection are to be shared equally as provided, by 

Section 1202.2 of tbe Public Utilities Code. 

It was further stipulated between the' parties ,that 

the Southern Pacific Company and the County of' Los Angeles. will 
. .. \'., 

negotiate .an agreement rega1:ding au easemetit and right.~f:entry 
• " < ,",' • 

in the crossing to establish the ,rights of theCounty'o~·tos 

Angeles in the' cro88ing~ and intbe event that· the parties, are 

not able to :reach an agreem.entwithina year from.:the;effeet:Lve· 
. , , 

date of this o:rder the matter of the ea8ementand,tb~ right>· of" 

entry will be' submitted to a court' or body ofcompetent:j~r:[$.-: 
'. I " I •• ' , 

diction to determine what rights the County 'would rec~:lve:'1n",the 
• " 1_. . 

widened crossing. 

The application proposes that thewidened,'crossing., ' 

be protected by four Standard No,.' a, flashing' light' sigtlal~<' , 

augmented with automatic ercssing gates and a map:prepared>bytbe' 

County of Los Angeles Road Department in cooperat:tonwitil,the', 

railroad sbowing the location,:; plan, profile·~," and,,' e~oSS~8ect:[on' 
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of the grade crossing is on file',with the application'. 

The Commission finds that publicconvenience~ necessity 

and safety require the improvement,widening, andupgrading,of,:the, 

crossing protection at Avenue "s" and the' ~~thern' Pacific',' 

Crossing No. a,:4l5,.2 and concludes that the prote~ti~~' sbo,uld be 

four Standa%d No. 8:' flashing light signals ,augmented~' byautoma~~c 
,::"'.' 

gate arms. 
• "1 ." ,\ 

Findings a~ to, the rights ,of thepartiesiri 'the,widened 

crossing. in the matter of' the easement and the ,right of entry are' 

def~ed pending negotiations' of the pa~ties and the execution 
• L • • • 

of an agre4!ment or submission to and'deeisionbya tt:l:butlalhaving. 
II . " " ' '. <, ,._' ' • 

,II , 

jm:isdicti~~n thereover. 

'!he' appliea.tiou wUl be. granted,.:, ' 

o R D 'ER' -------
,IT IS ORDERED that: 

.,,-
1. '!be County ofLos.Ange~es is author,ized to: widen ' 

Avenue '~" across the tracks of' the Southern Pacific" Company 

Crossing No. :S~41.5.2 in accordauce with~ the plans set for'th in 

its application. Width of crossing sb~ll' be not' lesstha~84: feet 

and grades of approach not greater tban 5 percent.' 'Construction 
., ." . . 

sball be equal or superior to. Standard" N~.· 2 'of General.:, Order" • 

No. 72. 
'. . , ' 

2. There shall be inStalled at the crossing .. : four Standard ", 

No. 8 flasbing light Signals (General Order'No:~7S.lB.):',allsmented: " 
• I ' • 

by automatic gate,4XmS. 
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3. The cost of relocating, the existing:g:rade crossing, -
, -

protection and installing the additional grade crossing,_protection 

shall be apportioned equally between theCouuty of Los Angeles 

and the Southern Pacific Company.' 
, -

4. The maintenance cost of the gradeerossing protection ,-

sball be apportioned -i;equally pursuant to- the provisions' of 

section 1202.2 of the PublicUt1l1tiesCode. 

5.. the Southe..oo-n Pacific- Company shall beer 100, percent of . 

the costs of prepari.ug track necessary within the limitsof::tbe 

widened crossing, and any paving work within l:lnestwo·' feet :;;' 

outside of rails. in the existing crossing. 

6. Ibe County of Los Angeles shall. bear 100 percent of all 

other costs of widening "the crOSSing, and' approaches including: the 

cost of traffic signal coordination. 

7.. Ihe Southern Pacific Company shall bear -the eost ,of. 

maintenance of the widened crossing within lines two: feet _ outside 

of rails and the County\of Los Angeles- shall bear the main~enance ' 
- - , 

costs of the eros:iing" znd approaches outside of- said lines. , 

8. Within thirty do.ys after completion of the work herein 

authorized, the County of Los Augeles and the S:outbern Paci:fic' 

Company shall each notify the C~mmis8ion in writing. of' i~~'com.: 
, . . ...... 

pl1ance with the conditio'D3 hereof. 

9. The improvecents and changes. herein prov1dedfor-ce 
. . ' . ' 

to be completed within one year of the- effective date, of this 

order unleS& time is extended .. 
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10.'· 'Ibe widened portion of a06siug shall not'be' o~ed 
I, 

to public use' until the protection ordered herein', is:1nstalled '" 

and operative. 

11. Granting of this application sball:not establish the ' 

rights of the parti~ in the widened crossing. as, to: the'matter, 

of the easement and the right of entry and settlement. of these 

rights is deferred pending negotiation of an agreement'be~e~. " 

the parties or subsequent decision., 

The effective date of this order shall betw~ty days', ' 

after the date hereof. 
. .' ·····tt·~' 

Dated at;....,.;;=..,;;;.;;,;;;;;;;.:;=~_~, California,' ',this_: _,., '--..l.2 .. ' 1IooW.ot>=,-", _"_' " 

day of._..:..F.::.:EB::.:.R~U,~AR~Y_· __ , 19 

I 
I' , 

.. ,5. .. , 

" .. ,' 

.", , .' 
, ~ .' . 

Comm1:SS.10M~W1:111'ttm: i4 •. Bemlet.t,~ ,be1ug.' . 
neceS:lar11y '..lbs'ent:;:d1~:inot."part.tc~pate,': 
ill the'~1sPos1t1on,:ot' :tJi.ts"proceod1ng.'i' . 
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