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Decision No. __ 7_3S-...;63~_ 

BEFORE nIE P'OBUC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF mE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Brothexhood of Railroad Traimnen, 

Complainant, 

vs. 

The Atchison, Topeka. and Santa Fe 
Railway Cempauy, a eorporat1on~ 

Defendant. 

Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen, 

Complainant ,. 

va. 

The At<:h1son, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway· Company, a corporation,. 

Defendant. 

Order of Railway Conductors and 
Brakemen, 

Complainant, 

vs. 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company, a corporation, 

Defendaut~ 

Investigation of the rules of 
'Ibe AtChiSon, topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company gove1:ning the use 
of radio eoa:mun1eations in its 
railroad operations. 
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case No. 8-519 

FiledAugcst 31, 1966 

Case No. 8521 

Filed September 2,. 1966· 

Case No. 853& 

Filed September 28, 1966 

case No. 8550·· 

Filed October la:~ 1966 



c. 85l9~ 852l~ 8536~ 8550 ds ** 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL 

These several matters deal with a question of whether the 

health ~ safety of employees and passengers of The Atchison, 

Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and of the pul>lic generally 

require that rules of the company governing the use of radio 

communica~ion in connection with its operating procedures should be 

clarified~ l:lodif:i.ed~ added to, deleted or otherwise changed. 

Since the time that these p:-oceediugs were initiated, the 

company has revised the rules in issue. The present rules have 

been accepted by the Commission. They are acceptable to the com:

plainants in these matters also. 

The Atchison~ Topeka and Santa Fe Railway COmpany now 

seeks dismissal of the cocpl3ints and of the Order of Investigation. 

On December l5~ 1967~ it filed a motion to that effect. Regarding 

a":J.y future changes or modifications that the company may have· 
1/ 

occasion to make in its present :rules~- the company b..;ls stipulated 

as follows: 

'~otice of any change or modification in the 
existing rules and regulations governing the 
use of radio communica.tion v."'i11 be given to 
the Commission fifteen days before the 
effective date thereof; provided, however ~ 
that the Commission may waive said fifteen
day notice period", or any?art thereof, for 
good cause shown. ' 

In. the cirCUl:1St3Dces complainants baveagreed to the 

dismissal of their complaints. '!be investigation which is. the 

subject of Case No. 8550 should be terminated. Therefore,. 

1/ The present rules are set forth· in Exhibit "A" attached to, the 
cO:lpa:lY's t:l.Otio:l for dismissal of the compl.ai.:ct$ .one!' the Ordar 
Instituti:lg Investigation and are reprodcccd. in Appendix "A" 
heretc~ -
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c. 8519, 8521~ 8536~ 8550 ds** 

rr IS ORDERED that: 

1. Cases Nos. 8519,. 8521 and 8536 be dismissed and the pro

ceedings in Case No. 8550 be terminated. 

2. The Atchison,. Topeka and S.lnta Fe Railway Company shall 

comply with the provisions of the foregoing stipulation in 

undertaking to- make any changes or modifications in its instructions. 

and rules governing the use of radio communications iu connection 

with its operations within California. ~ 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ~ .t'mnd2lCCt 

day ~f __ MAR_C_ti ____ ~ 1968 

.~~/. 
~ California~ this ........ C-,A""'L--



c. 8519" 8521, 8536, 8550 dS'* 

APPENDIX "A't (Page 1 of 3) 

THE USE OF RADIO COMMUNICATION BY 
THE ATCHISON 1 TOPEKA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY' COMPANY 

SECTION A: Genert!l Instructions 

A-l. Radio eomnunications shall be confined to the conduct 

of C:0tlPmlY business. 

A-2. Should trttincen and enginexten at the initialterc:dnal 

be unable to establish c:omcun1c:etion between their 

engine end caboose, the wire chief shall be advised of 

the inoperative radios. If- the radio equipment fci:ls 
, 

after le.'lVing the initial tercinel, the wire chief 

shall be advised at the first opportunity _ but not later 

than ~t the-first open office. 

SECTION B:. Instructions Appliceble to Trensmitting and Receiving 
h'ain 6rders :By It:idio. -

B-1. Operators shall not use the r~dio to inform a train of 

the contents of a ~e1n order unless authorized by the 

dispatcher. 

B-2. When evailable, and except under emergency conditions, 

train orders advising of the location of bcd-order 

equipment or of speed restrictions and messages relating 

to the occupancy of sidings and tmSafe conditions shall 

be issued to train tlnd engine crews at their initial 

station or at any open station. 

B-3. 

B-4. 

Train orders shall not be transmitted by radio direct to_/ 

a train unless r~ept1on is clear and distinct. ~ 

VJhen a train order is- to be tr.ensmitted to a train by 

r.:ldio, the dispatcher or oper~tor shall call .. the tr.:lin 
, 

and state his intention to transmit aerain order. 



c. 8519, 8521, 8536, 8550 ds 
Appendix "An (Contd .. ) '" (Page 20£ 3) 

B-S. When ~ train order is being .tre.nsmitted to c'. train by 

radio, employees not affected, except in cas~ of emerge:J.cy, 

shall not use the radio until the train order bzs been 

completed. 

B-6. Before ~ train order is transmitted, the conductor or 

the enginet:mn shall give his name, train identification 

and locetion to the dispatcher or the operator and state 

that he understands that e train order is to' be tr~

mitted. 

B-7. Tr~ orders t~nsmitted shAll be copied in the prescribed 

fore by a member of the trcin crew or engine crew.· Train 

order blanks shall be made arailable at on~duty points. 

B"'S. Train, orders shell not be transmitted by radio to e moving 

train unless in the judgment of the conductor or the 

enginemzn the train order c~ be copied without inter

fering with the performance of duties, and the disp<ltcher 

has not required the train to stop. Train orders shall 

not be copied or repeated by .!Xl employee o~rating the 

controls on a locomotive of a moving train. 

B-S. SUbject to the provisions of paragraph B-8~ after the 

train order has been transmitted, the conductor or the 

engincmcn shall repeat the train order one to the other, 

then to the dispatcher or the operator, and the dis

patcher shall then issue "complete" .. the time, ~dthe 

superintendent's initials. 

B-IO. Before a trcin order is acted upon, both the conductor 

end the engineman shall have e written copy of the train 

order and both the conductor end the enginecan must 

understand its contents. 



c. 8519. 8~21, SS36~ 8550 ds 
Appendix "Aft (Contd.) (pageS of 3), ' 

B-ll. 

B-12 .. 

B-13. 

SECTION C: 

Copies of train orders sb..all be furnished the rear brake;" 

man. 

Any trcl.n order which is not completed and fully under

stood in accordance with tbe Rules and these instructions 

shall not be a.cted upon .:m.d shall be treated es thOugh 

not sent .. 

The information contained in train orders shall not be 

~ acted upon by other than those I,~O wbom the train orders 

are addressed .. 

essages 

C-l. When e message or instruction is to be transmitted to ~ 

trein by radio, tbe employee operating the radio shall 

li.sten a sufficient interval to 'be sure that 1:he circuit 

is not alreedy in use, particularly for distress ,traffic 

or for train orders, which have priority status es pro

vided in carrier's paragraph B-5 of these instructions. 

C-2. Prior to the transmission of instructions or messages by 

radio, the 'parties shall identify themselves by name, 

occupation, train or engine num.ber, maintenance-of~e.y 

gaIlS number, and their nezrest milepost location. 

C-3. Instructions or information relating to the movement of 

~ains or engines received by radio communication shall be 

repeated to the sendit:g sta:tion. All other instructions 

and mess~es received by radio, shell be acknowledged to 

the sending st~tion. 

C-4. Any instruc:1:ion or message which is not repeated or 

ecknowledged ~d fully understood in accordance with pro

cedures C-l, C-2 and C-3 hereof shall not be acted upon 

2nd shall be treated .as though not sent. 


