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Decisioll No. __ 7_39_3;.,9 __ _ 

BEFORE nm PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF, CALIFORNIA 

Applieation of LES'!ER V.. PETERMAN ) 
db.a S'O'NFAJ:R. WA'.tER COMPANY to ~end ) 
their water syst~m fn Joshua Tree ) 
Basin, $.an Bernardino County ~ to ) 
establish a new flat rate for sale ) 
of water to the County of San Ber- ) 
nardino; and to issue a $50,000 no te, ) 
for which time is of the essenee to 

Applieation No. 49621 
(Filed August 18, 1967) 

(Amended February e) 1968) 

meet the schedule of the County of ) 
San Be:nardino for development of ) 
Copper Mountain regional lake-park. ~ 

Lester V. Peterma:J and ~Jesley Hylen; 
for app11canc. 

Smith Falconer; Jr., for 
San Sernara~no County; 
Ion A. Lachman, for Panorama 
Heights Water Company, Inc.; 
Bennie Salven, for Sunfair 
community Association; 
raul R. Thompson, for Joshua Tree 
Commun1ty Association; 
Paul J .. W:tshek, for Hi Desert 
take-Park Coordinating Committee; and 
Herman Deich, for Joshua Basin 
tounty Water District; 
interested parties. 

Jerry .:r .. Levander, for the Comraission 
staff. 

OPINION ... _-----
" 

Public hearings. on the application were held before 

Examiner Rogers on January 3 and February 20 1 1968.. On 1:he'la;tter 

date ehe matter was submitted .. 

Lester V. Petexman (applicant) dba Sunfair Wat~r Company 

x-equests authority to extend water service to .. serve a San ternardino 

County (County) park kno'Wn as Copper Mountain Regional Park; to 

enter into an agreement with the County wb:i.eh provides for applieai:t 
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to deposit an estimated $50~OOO in a trust account; for the County to 

pay up to $25,000 for facilities to serve the park and which 

fa.cilities the County will own and. lease to applicant;, and to 

establish a rate for the service provided the park. 

Decision l~o. 44214, dated May 23'~ 19'50 in Application 

No. 30895, granted a certificate of public conveni.ence and necessity , , 

to applicant authorizing him to operate a public utility water 

system. He owned ~e assets of a mutual water system known as the 

S'-lIl Valley Mutual W.;lter Company, which had been incorporated',in 1946~ 

by ~?pl!ccnt to serve portions of the are'a later certificated.' , 

Other Purveyor~ 

JoshUA Basin County Water District (District) supplies' 

water to an a~ located approximately three miles west of Sunfair. 

Applicant's existing and proposed service areas are lO'catedwithi:l 

District's boundaries. Panorama Heights Water Company,. Inc.) ~,publie, 

utility,. is located approximately two miles southeast of applicant's, 

service area. These purveyors have no'C objected 'Co· applic3nt's 

supplying water to the requested area. 

Present Service Area 

The existing cere:l.fica.ted area consists of .1;350 acres o·f 

unincorporated area lO'cated approximately e-.... o miles no',rthof 

Twentynine Palms Highway and four miles east of Joshua Tree'" 

San Bernardino County. 

Proposed Service Area 

The proposed area (Amended Exhibit HEll to Exhibit 4.) 

cOllt.a.ins a park which the County proposes to develop for recreational, 

purposes, .:md :tncludes a lake. Exhibit "p.}.' attacbed to the 

application generally shows the facilities proposed to' serve the 

park. 
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Water SUpply 
\ 

The applicant's system receives water fromal2-inch'cased 

well, 317 feet deep, equipped with a 20-horsepower deep-well turbine 

PUDlp and motor. The well produces 129' gallons per minute with a 

specific yield of 26 gallons per minute per foot of dra'Wdown. 

A l2-inch cased standby well, 317 feet deep, is equipped 

with a lO-horsepower deep-well turbine pump' and motor.' Appli.cant· 

proposes to redevelop this well, to equip it 'With a 60~horsepower' 

deep-well turbine pump .and motor designed to supply. 330 gallons per 

minute to the existing .and proposed systems, and to uSe the other 

well as standby. The two well$ are approximately 40 feet apart. 
, 

!he :wells pr,~~ently di~char&e into- a 42,OOO-gallon bolted 

steel plate tank. A 5-horsepower pump takes suction from the tank 

.and pumps into a l,OOO-galloD bydropnemnatic pressure taDk set to 

maintain pressure between 35 and 70 pounds per square i1.1ch~ 

A 4-inch main connects the pressure tank to the distribution system. 

Applicant proposes to p-ump- water from the redeveloped well 

into 60 feet of 6-inch pipe conneeted'to 15 J 670 feet of 8~inch 

trAtlsmi.ssion ma.:Lu to convey water to-a 100,800"'ga1101.1 bolted steel 

plate storage taDk. Applicant proposes to make4-inch cormectio1!s 

be'tween the 8-inch m.a.:i.n and the existing <:listribution system at two 

lo'cations. The proposed elevation of the inlet-outlet of the tank 

-is approximately 135- feet above the ground elevation at the well •. 

Applicant will serve the park through a 6-inch service and, a 4-irich 

compouud meter. 

The facilities required to serve the park will costa 

total of appro:d.ma.tely $73 J 596 (Exhibit 4). 
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In lieu of using the main extension rule, appl:[c'ant 

proposes that the County pay up to S2S ,000 of the estimated cost 
, , 

of ~ins and facilities to be installed' in the park.. Applicant 
" 

"Will pay approximately $48,600 in cash for'the facilities required 

to extend service to the park. The proposed agreement between 

epplicant: and the County provides that the County will own all the 

facilities located within the park, it will providerights-of~ay 

and easements for construction of facilities outside' of applieant"s 

present certificated area,. it will lease these facilities to: 
applicant for 50 years at $10 per year, and applicant will' operate 

and maintain the system., The estimated cost of the" County-owned 

f~cilities is $29~6S3 .. 80, which would' result in applicant'making' 
, . 

a contribution to the County in the amount of $4,693'.80, which 

is the difference between the cost of County-owned facilities and 

the maximum amount that the County would pay. 

Applicant' sproposed agreement with the County provides 

as follows: "Company shall sell water to County, and shall purchase 

and construct the necessary water supply facilities, storage facili­

ties, and pipelines required to supply Copper Mountain Regional 

PDrk with an average continuous flow of from: 100 gpm .to 200 gpm" or . 

approximately 1SO to 300 acre feet per year with a maximum cont!nu .. -

ous flow of 250 gpm~ or 400 acre feet per year... For any amount' 

above this quantity, terms and conditions will have' to' be 

negotiated." 

!he staff investigated the facilities and proposed 

extension and recotcme1lded that the application be granted su~jectto, 

certain specified conditions which we find are reasonable'.' They 

will be included in tbe order herein. 
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Findings 

The Commission finds that: 

1. Applicant is .a. public utility water corporation in 
, 

Joshua Tree Bas1n~ San Bernardino County, Califoriiia. Applicant's 

water system is wholly within Joshua Basin' County Water District, 

which has no objec~ion to apl>licant extending water'serviceto- a 

proposed Sar.t. Bern,ard1no County park within the water district, 

bouu<:l.:.ries but non-cont~guous to applicant r s, existing service 3:!:ea. 

Panorama Heights W&ter C~mpany, Inc. is also within the County 

water: district 3lld is Within approxililately two miles o,fthe appli"': 

cant's proposed extended service area. l'hiscomp.anyhas nO' objecti.on' 

to the proposed extension. 

2. Applicant and the County of San Bernardino' have the f7J1l~ 

wi.th which to construct facilities necessary to' furnish water to· the 

proposed extended area as authorized herein. 

3. The proposed water system facilities are suff::tcicmt.: A 

suppl~ of, 330 gallo'Q$ pa:,,: ~f.:tt~ will be adequate £0:1: slJP1?lying. 

existillg custome::::, the pc:.zk ~t a ma...~'I.1m .. a:e of 250 gallons .per 

m.1:o.ute, :i.X1d system growth for several years. Appl:i:c3~~~~ll huve lU'l . . . . 
, " 

adeq~te sUP?ly oz wa1:er with ,which to p:i:ovide the proposed: service 

as limited by ehe order hc=ein. 

4. !he proposed' rates are reasonable and applic~t s~ould be 

permitted to establish such rates fo·r the proposed service •• ' 

5. Applic~t should be authorized to execute an agreement 

wi. th the County of San BernarG1no similar to the agreement attached 

to Exhibit 4 herein as Ameilded Exhibit ifF. ft' 

Conclusions 

We conclude that the application should'be granted subject 

to the conditions I ,set forth in tbeorder herein.: 
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~~~:: 
IT IS Oj~EREO that: ,; ~:::~' \; 

1.. A certificate of pub'lie c;!1ve1lience and: necessity is" 
.~, 

granted to Lester, V. Peterman, subject to the conditions o:f t'S'±s 

order, authorizing him to construct and operate an extension'o,f his 

water system to serve the Copper Mountain Regional Park i:o; 0) 

" 

San Bernardino County, as delineated on the map attached to' the 
I 

amendment to the application as Amended Exhibit "E.." 

2. After the effective date hereof, applicant may execute an 

agreement with the County of San Bernardino subs.tanti.ally in the 
I 

foxm contained in: .Amended Exhibit "FIf in Exhibit 4 herein,!f 

said. agreement as executed provides: 

4. The'maximum continuous flow of water to the" 
park shall not exceed 250 gallons per minute. 

b. Applicant will operate and maintain all water 
system fa,cilities within the Copper Mountain 
Regional Park. 

c. Ihe County of San Bernardino will provide 
applicat'l't with all necessary access and/or' 
easements to enable him t~ operate and 
maintain the facilities within the park .. 

d. The County will pay for a minimum .annual 
quantity of water equivalent to 100 acre feet 
at the rates set forth in Amended Exhibit "F/I 
to Exhibit 4 herein. 

Within thirty days after the effective dat~ hereof, ;::­

applicant shall file with this CotXlrllission two copies', of, any . 

agreement so executed by the applicant and the County of-

San Bernardino. 
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3. After ehe effective date of this order, applicant is 

euthorized to file revised tariff sheets, including up-to-date 

rules and tariff service area map, .. and the schedules; of rates 

herein set forth as. Appendix A., Such filing shall eomp,lywith 

General Order No. 96-A.. The effective date of the tariff sheees 

shall be four days after the date of filing. 

4. Applicant shall submit a well test of the redeveloped 
, . 

and reequipped well, showing its· capability of delivering, at least 

330 gallons per minute to the proposedtarik. 

5. Applicant shall modify his existing booster facilities 

and hydropneumae1c tank control so- that it can supply the proposed 

storage tank. 

6. Applicant shall prepare and keep current the system mep· 

required by paragraph I.10.a. of General Order No,. 103-. Within 

thirty days after the water system is placed in ope rae ion under 

the authority granted in this proceeding, applicant shall file .with 

the Commission two copies of the map. . , 

7. Applicant shall not extend service outside of his 

certificated areas, nor file any revised tariff service area map' 

indicating his willingness so to eKtend service without· first having 

obtained authorization therefor by further order of " this COtDmissioll. 
, ' . 

'the effective date 6f this order shall be twenty days 

after the da~e hereof. 

Dated at Sall,rr,..cisQl :) California, this ,~ 

day of ___ A_l-'R_I_L_---' Q~U! .. .. 
~- '~~Z4' ';', '~":"" ". Presiden ,,' , 

~j,.'v,'·;'::',,",l " ,.;' ' .. , 
~~C1?:3 ... ~':','. 

,;" .................. .,.r.~'" . ''''' .. 'l .' '., 
.... ,~: ';'," ."-:.~ ". 
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APPLICABILITY 

APPENDIX A. 
Page 1 of' 2: 

Schedule No. ,l 

M£TERED SERVICE 

, .. 
Applicable to all metered wt.tor service .. 

su:o.:r~ .and vicinity.. San BOrtJardino County .. 

", 
, . 

Quantity Rates: 

First SOO ~~ft. or less ,_ .,. .. .. .. ... .. 
Next . l,ooO cu.!t.,P per 100 cu.ft ........... ' •• 
Over 1 .. $00 cu .. £t ... per 100 cu .. £t .......... ... 

~"l'l.Wll Charge: 

For S/8 x ';:I4-ineh meter .. .. .. • • .. • • 
For ,;!4-inch me~r,.. .. 

.. ... . .. ..... 
For l-inchmeter ............. .. 
For l"'inch meter •• .. • .. • .. • 

.. . ' 

The Y.d..."rim\ml Charge will entitle the customer 
to the quant:i.ty of water wbich that minim~" 
charge will :purchase at the Quantity Rates .. 

(T) 

(X) 

, Pe~ Motor' 
. Per' Month .' 

(T') 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 2'ot 2 

Schcdule No. lAI. 

I." 

Apphea'ble to metered water service f'urllished on' an annual basis to .. 
Copper Mountain Park~ San Bernardino County. .;: 

Copper MOlmta:1n P~k" San Bernardino County. 

first 100 acre-teet or les~ • • • • • • • • 
Next. SO aere-feet~. per acre-foot ....... 
Over l50 acre-feet.~' per acrc ... £oot. • .. '.' • 

SPECIAL CONDITION 

PeX' Year. 

$7,.080.00 
10.00: 

8.CO 

" 

A montbJy charge of $590 .. 00, one-twelth of: the:::tnitial eha'rge per.' 
year,. .... l'ill be due and payable on the first cLay o£ 'each month.· Chargos 
for deliveries. in excess of 100 acre-foet during the YO:lrly period: may' , 
be b1llcdmonthlr" b1monthl1, or ~uarterly at the option otthe·ut1lity~. 


