Décision No. 73950 | : | QBBQBN&B' . .

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the City of Azusa )

for a Public Grade Crossing at ‘ _
Cerxritos Avenue Over the Main Line | N ~

of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa : Application No. 48431
Fe Railway Company in the City of ) (Filed April 25, 1966)
Azusa, County of los Angeles, for )  (Amended February 10, 1967)
Access to the Northeast Residential ) (Amended April 17, 1967)
Area of the City _ . .

Richards, Watson & Hemmerling,
by Glenn R. Watson; and
Richard R. Terzian; for applicant.
Donald L. Stone and Jobkn L. Whitmeyer,
or The Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway Company;
protestant. \ ‘
Willian L. Oliver, for the Commission
statt., \

. OPINION

After notice to interested pa.rties:;f public hear:_(.hgs on the
above application were held before Examiner Rogers in Azusa on
October 18 and 20 and November 16 and 17, 1967. On the latter date
the hearings weze concluded, and smei’ssion was deferred pending
zecelpt of conmcurrent briefs. 'rbe" brie?fs" were filed andl. the ?ziatter
was submitted for decision. The Commission has cons:_(.deréd’ the
briefs. - | | |

By the application, the City of Azusa (Azusé.)“ req‘ues-vts |
authority to construct Cerxitos Avenue at grade acrosé The Atchi‘soﬁ-,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company's (Santa Fé)‘ main 'line. -
Appendix "A" hereto shows this proposed crossing and other points aad

piaces In the city whick will be referred to nerein.

"




General Information , _ ‘ ‘ _
* Azusa was incorporated in 1898. In 1567 its populetioh was
approximately 27,500 persons and it contained 7.5 square miles -
Foothill Bouievard is the pz:f.ncipal east-west highway therein. The
principal north-south streets going from west to east ave San Gabriel
Avenue, Azusa Avenue, Alameda Avenue, Dalton Avenue and Pasadena
Avenue. Pasadena Avenue is appro:dmately 945 feet west of the cenz:er '
of proposed Cen:it:os Avenue. The main I:Lne of the Santa,Fe‘ crpsses
over Foothill Boulevard in the west side of Azﬁsa at éepé.rated grades
and runs spproximately parallel to and north of Foothill Boﬁieverd.'
The named streets cross the Sé.nta Fe at grade. West of Pasadena

Avenue there are several spur tracks extending westward. East of

Pasadena Avenue there is only a single line of track. The San Gabriel :

Avenue, Azusa Avenue and Pasadena Avenue crossings are proteeted' by
gates and flashing lights. The Alameda Avenue and Dalton Aventie
¢rossings are protected 'by Standard No. 8 fleehing 1ight' signals only.
Zast of Pasadena Avenue the"e are two private crossings, one of which
is approximately 930 feet east of the site of Cerritos Avem:e, buc no
public crossings until Bea I..omond, Avenue which is appzo:d.m._atelyox;e ‘
mile east of Pasadena Avenue. It:i:’f-’is approximately 800 feet bet:viee; |
Pasadena Avenue and Dalton Avem:e;‘?‘;an‘d approximetelj 400 feet between
Alameda Avenue and Dalton Avenue, 400 feet between Azusa Avenue and
Alameda Avenue, a.nd 400 feet between Azusa Avenue and San Gabriel
Avenue.

The east-west streets in Azusa commence with lst Street at
the south and Increzse numerically to the noz:th Sa.xt.. Streee is the |
first street south of :co.aill Boulevard. Foothi l Bou*levard" woqld be ) .
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7th Street if:numbered. Eighth Streét_is the'firétfg;scéwest street
south of the Santa Fe. Ninth Street is north of the Santa Fe and at
present terminates approximately 400 feet west‘of-the prop@sedﬂ
Cexritos Avenue. Cexritos Avenue extends fxom.Foothill“Bo#lgvard‘
éouth—to Arrow EBighway, which i3 south ofaproposed”PodthillfFréeway.
South of 5th Street Cerrxritos Aveaue is a four-lane cdllectorvstreCt.'
Between 5th Street and Foothill Boulevard it is a twOflané street.
Azusa proposes to develop Cerritos Avemue between 5th Street and
Sierra Madre Avenue and has earmarked a total of $999;000 therefor¢
The distance between Toothill Boulevard and $ierra Eadre’Avenue_ié
approximaiely 4800 feet. Between 5th 3treet*and‘8ierra MadieVAwenue; |
Cexritos Avenue is to be a four-lane collector street 80 feet in

width and 64 feet from curd to curb. The portion between the Santa Fe
and Foothill Boulevard, a distance of approximately 1200 feet, is‘to-
be through a shopping centex. 7The street will be 58 feet fmelcutb

to curb, plus a six-foot sidewalk om each side tbereof;'an¢fw111 be
marked "NO PARKING" iﬁ-this section. The propﬁsed atvgradéic:ossing ‘
is to be protected by Standard No. & flashing light signalsgéupple-?k
mented by gates. As part of the development of the area, Sierra Mhdxég
Avenue will be extended in the near future east and west of the city. N
The Foothill Freeway will be immediately south of lst atreet. It wmll..
connect with San Gabriel Avenue which haadles southbound traffic only '
and Azusa Avenue which handles northpound traffic only, and with
Citrus Avenue which is ~pproximately 3900 feef east of*fésadéna |
Avenue. Traffic on the streets between Azusa Avenue and Citrus Avenue'
includ.ng Cerritos Aveaue will be required to travel to one of Suid
streets for access to the Footbill Freeway. Ihere-will be,.howeygr,‘
connections.so-that_various streets in between, including”Cerribdsf

Avenue, will be available for north-south traffic.
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The Azusa f,director of public works testiﬁedl that Azusa
plans to improve Certitoo Awenue‘es a secondaxy'highway between
Sierra Madre Avenue on the north and 5th Street on the south} that
portions of the shoppi.ng center ou each side of the proposed st:re:et‘
have been constructed; that east of the shopping center there 13 a
drivein theatre; that between the drivein theatre and the proposed
line of CerritoS'Awenue, and approximately 200 feet south of the
Santa Fe thexe is a bowling alley; that immediately morth of the
exxension of 9th Street and the Santa Fe and west of the'proposed
street, there is an apartment house extending to Pasadena Avenue;
that north of this there is an elementary school° and that north of
th.ts and in the northwest quarter of Azusa there is a fairly dense
residential area (Exhibit 1). Thke witmess further testi fied that
there is a steep bluff east of the residential area, that the - northe*n‘
portion of the area is a citrus grove and that t.he- southern portion
ad;acent to the Santa Fe and bounded on the south thereby is’ occup:.ed
by a large nursery; that the citrus area is separated :trom t:he
residential area by the bluff; and tha.t the citrus g:ove is to be
developed and 2 high school constructed at thé intersection of
Cerritos Avenue and 3ierza Madre Avenue (Exhibit 2).

. The director fuxther testified that the only north-south
street (streets) im Azusa extendipg_betmeen,toe_north ct Lty limic
(north of Sierra Madre Avenue) . and tb.e south citi* limit (Axxow -
H:I.ghway) not interrupted by the Santa Fe or streets is the Azusa
Avenue (south) San Gabriel Avenue (north) combination; that wb.en
t:he Foothill Freeway is eompleted in 1970 the only st:reezs havi g _'

full ingress and .egress to or from the f£reeway will belthe-saxd\
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streets and Citrus Avenue; that Azusa plams to construct streets
parallel to the freeway so thart when Cerritos Avenue is completéd »
thict;gh traffic will be able to cross the_fréeway and travel from the
north to the south of Azusa by using parallel east-west streets and
the streets which will cross the freeway, including Cerritos Avenue;
aod that Cerxitos Avenue and the Azusa Avenue-San Gabriel Avenue |
(State Eighway 39) combination will be the only m‘m"'streéts wb.g:;eby a
person cam travel in a direct lime from the extreme ‘south-w to# the |
extrenig north of Azusa. “} - | o
The witness further testified that Sierra Madre Avemve
extendé" east to the city of Gléndora and now ends in Azusa; that the
traffic thereon filters through Azusa to Foothill Boulevard; and that
Sierra mhe Avenue is to be exte:nded west into the cii’:y‘ of. Di:ért:ei.

' The witness further testified that the projected cost of
the Sth Street to Slerra Madre Avenue segment of Cerritos ‘Avenue >
:anludi.i‘fg tke crossing and crossing pretection, is $909,000; that
Azusa céntemplates completion of the street im October, 19707; that
the Foothill Freeway is- to be complete& ﬁhxough Azusa ir tﬁe spr:ing(
of 1969; that Azusa and the County of Los ‘Angeleé' héve agreé& to
split the costs of the project 50/50; that the project is to‘bé
financed by gas tax funds; that to use such funds the street must be
approved by the State B:'.ghwéy Commdission; that :f.ﬁ was approvéd‘ on
July 30, 1964; that in November, 1966 the traffic c‘ount:-'on ‘Pas‘adeué‘
Avenue at the 3anta Fe was 3,960 vehicles, on chober 10, 1967 at
said place it was 39'00 vehicles, and on October 13 ,' 1967 at said
place it was 4,150 vekicles; that the average daily ‘traffic on
combined Azusa‘-Ave.nu'e land‘ 3ar Gabriel Avem:é .at’ ’the' Santa Fe was

18,000 vehicles; that che average dally traffic on Alameda Avenue
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at the Santa Fe wes '1,350 in A;}:il,' 1966; and that t_-he avei'age‘ d’a:’.l’yr
traffic on Dalton Avemue at the Santa Fe was 630 "iin- Decembei:, ' 196‘6‘
The witness further testified that in 1970 assuming the
completion of the Foothill Freeway through Azusa, Cerritos Avenue
completed between Sierra Madre Avenue and south city 1:Lmi_ts, 9th
Street extcnded to Cerrites Avenue, 10th Stxcet completed to Cei'zitos
Avenue, the school completed at the corer of Sierra: MacL.e Avenue and
Cerritos Ave:me, and a residential area along Cexzitos Avenue under
construction, the average daily traffic at the crossing w:‘.ll ve
4,960 vehicles. | | L |
The witness stated that whemever there is switching on the
double tracks west of Pzsadena Avenue, traffic is held up 2t the _
2ffected gated crossing over which the movexent i3 being nade (Azusa
Avenue, San Gabriel Avenue or Pasadena Avenue); that ec.ch of these
crossings bas a time-out circu:t.t, that the:e is o:zly one - tx:ack at the
location of the proposed crossing; that the proposed crossizg will be
very nearly & 90~degree crossing; that to the morth the present grade |
1s three to four feet below the top of the ra2il and to the south it is-
about ten fect balow the top of the zail; that the. rate of e..ce:a" to
the track from the south is 3.9 pexrcent, and fxom: tb.e north’ :f.s |
.3 percent; and that the only obstruction to view at the proposed
¢rossing at grade within 200 feet of the track is a Tow of eqcalyptus
trees which can be removed. The witness testified tbat Pasadena
Avenue camnot serve the northeast portion of Azusa because of a éeve_re
bluff (Exhibit 1); that the projected average dailly traffic on
Pasadena Avemue 1m 1970 will be approximstely 4,000 veh..cles, enc!

that if Ce—ritos Avenue Is ope::.ed Pasadera Avenue will stiil sexve

as a minor collec:to.. sexving a publ:f.c school at 101:!:; Street aad.
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i’asadena Avenues, a Catholic school and churcﬁ at Pasadena Aveﬁuo'.'and' i
Foothill Boulevard‘ and a plunge at 5th Street and Pasadené Avenue;
that 1f the project is completed there will be a high oc.hool' on each
side of the proposed crossing; that the citrus grove area is zoned
R-1; that when this area is developed, Cerritos Avenue 'wi.ll‘ be the
most direct route from the northeast part of Azusa to the downtown
area'l and that the speed limit on Cexrritos will be 35 miles per hour.

The witness further testified that if there were a separa-
tion of grades the Santa Fe would be over the. highway; that :I.f 9th |
Street were extended to Carr:f.tos Avenue and the grades sepa:rated
there could be a problem of access from 9th Street as tke slope for
the hole would have to commence 622 feet west of Cexritos Avenue;“
that Azusa does not have the ri‘ght of way for an extension of 9th
Stree.t, that a separation of grades would cost $408,200 more tb.an a
grade crossing, and that Azusa cannot afford such an expenditure.
The witmess agreed that {f the separation were made by the grade
separation fund and Pasadena Avenue c¢losed, the Railroad would; pay
10 percent aod Azusa and the Couaty each 45 pe::oent; so Azusa wou‘]..d.
have ‘.to‘ pay less than $200,000 of this cosc.

The witness agreed that if Cerr.itos Avenue is not opened
. as proposed traffic will still be able to cross the track at

Pasadena Avenue.

Thef witness further testifi"éd +hat 9to Stfeet is ai'so» a

secondary highway on the master plam of streets and highweys; that ft
will be appro:d.mately 120 feet from the center lime of the Santa Fe
to the center of 9th Street; that when traffic warracts, signals will
be i.nstalled at the :Lntersect ioa of 91:1: Si:ren: ano Cer—:.tos Avenue,

that if a grade separation is required 9th Street c.ould 'oe on the
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same structure as the Santa Fe; and thaﬁ Cerxritos Awenue;coﬁld*be
connected to 9th Street Lf the gx#des were sepaxated butttha:‘thiﬁ
would cause sharp curves where 9€h‘8:reet joins Cerxritos Awenﬁeb
The witness further testified that the cost of Cerritos

Avenue between Sth Street and Sierra Madre Avenue will be about
$909,000;1 that Cerritos Avenue will have the capacity to handle the
Pasadena Avenue traffic and the Cerritos Avenue trxaffic at;the‘time
the street is opened; that the Pasadena Aveaue crossing~should’ﬁ§; be
closed as a condition to opening Cerritos Avenue because of the"‘
churches, apartments, city hall, parks and swimming pool on orrnéér
Pasadena Awenue; that if Azusa is required td put.in'a‘sepa:ationQat
grades the proposed crossing will be abandoned for the reasons that
it does not have the funds for its share of the cost and the County
will only participate in an at-grade crossing; and if a grade |
crossing is not permitted, Cexritos Avenue will be constructed between
9th Street and Sierra Madre Avemue; that Azusa would, if required in
order to secure authority for the propo#edlgrade crossiﬁg, close
either Dalton Avenue or Alameda Avenue but not Pasadena Avenue; and.
that, disregarding the cost, a separation of g:adeé is theesaféSt;
‘zailroad crossing.

| A civil engineer with the Rozd Departmeunt of the County
of Los Angeles-testified that he revieﬁed the proposed crossing site
and surrounding area; that Cerritos Avenue was added éo the County'sﬁ
master plan of highways within the past three years as a secoﬁdary

1l There was a great deal of testimony relative to the cost of a
grade separation as opposed to a grade crossing. However, both
the applicant and the County made it very clear that no separation
is to be constructed, hence such evidence will be disregarded.
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highway; fhat: the County recogrizes that local streets ‘:Ln Azusa are
reaching the capacity of the desirable snount of tr&ffié on t:hein;" that
Azusa aad the County agreed that the open zrez of Azusa (northeast
querter, Appendix "A.") should have & collector street (Ce.n"i't:'bs)' to
handle the additional traffic and not impose addftional loads on
local streets; that the vacant area will develop in 1972 wien the
Foothill Freeway is completed through Azﬁsa-;, that the aligament of
Cerritos 4venue Is the ome suggested by the County and \tﬁe_ Santa Fe;
and that the County will not participate In a grade separation
pxoject at the proposed crossing. The witness furthei' étate;l‘ that
when the crossing is opemed there will be 5,000 vebicles pe:: day,
iz 1977 there will be £,000 vehicles. per day and :Ln‘198}7 there will
be 10,000 vehicles per day. He i.'ecommended that i:he cros‘sing' be’
protected by Standard No. 8 flashing lights with gates. H:L's‘ xeasons
were the relatively low volume of traffic enticipated; that the |
adddtional costs of a grade separation structure do not echnoxp:tcally
j’as;tify the construction; that the draimage éituation would be bad; |
that there would be restricted sight distances coming into or 1eaving
the shopping ceater to or from Cexritos Avenué; that the grades éf_
&pproach to the grade crossing will be reasonable; thaf taere wﬂl be
good lighting in the arez due to the shopping center; and that the
speed on Cerritos Avemnue is to be :es:ﬁctéd to 35 miles per hour,

The witness recommerded a grade crossing and stated, "I 'have' nade ny

| . recommendatioa and I will stand on it."
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k A Santa Fe trainmascer testified that an eastbound engineer
can first see the propoued crossing site when 950 feet west the::eof
azd a westbound engineez: can first see the cross:{.ng site when L, 980
feet east thereof ;5 and that the speed limit for both freighc and
passenger trains eastbound s 40 miles per hour, fqr wastbomd pas-‘.
senger trains is 65 miles per Hour,‘ and for wastboﬁnd' freight trains
is 50 miles per hour. The witness further testified that there are,
on an average, five passenger trains and three freight tra:’.ns pex .day ',
over the crossing site, and tha.t this number will pro‘bably i.ncrease ;
that the average freight train consists of 1OQ freight cars, s:‘.._xA
locomotives and a caboose, and weighs 8,155 toms; and that the
average passenger train coatains approximately 18 cars and weighs |
1,706 tons. The witness fu:rthe.r testified that he does not know the -
average length of the trains over the crossing site.

The Santa Fe's Supervisor of Afr Brakes for the Coast Line
testified that a 100-car freight trainm with six engines and ome
caboose, weighing 8,155 tons, going west (1.2 percent descend:f.ng
grade) at 40 miles per hour, would require 4, ?55 feet to stop ir an
emexgency and 7,060 feet to stop with a service application; that s
westbc;x_md average‘ passerger train at 40 miles per bour would -reqﬁi:e:

1152 feet to stop in an emergency and 1329 feet for a service stop;

2 Exhibit 6 is a group of photos, including eight taken from points
between 1288 and 1339 feet west of the crossing site; and eight
taken from points between 1861 and 2801 feet:east of the _crossing

site. The site can be seen from the most distanc photo in each.
case.

-
R ad




A. 48431  MO/LM *

that eastbound (1.2 percent ascending grade) the passenger crain
would require 1,066 feet in an emexgency and 1,205 feet with a
service application to stop at 40 miles pexr hour; and that an east-
bound freight train as described on the same ascemding grade would.
require 2,350 feet to stop in zu emergency and 2, 750 feet for a‘
service stop. He further testified that if the westbound passenge*
train vere proceeding at the authorized speed of 65 milee per hour,
it would require 2,621 feet to stop i an emergency'and 3 174 feet
to stoP with a sexvice application. 4

The witness further testiffed that if the train consisted
of two locomotives, 30 caxs and a caboose, weighed 1500 tons snd was
traveling 40 milés-per‘houx westﬁound, {1t would require 2,809 feet
to make an emergency stop and 3;568-feec for a service stpp; énd 
eastbound it would require 1,764 feet to make an emergency stopvand
2,028 feet to make a service stop, _ .

A Commission.assistaﬁt“transPQrtation-engineer_inveétigated
the proposed crossing. EHe recommended that the application for the
grade crossing be denied and that if a crbssing is‘constructed,,it
‘be at separated‘grades;‘ | L

The Commission finds that.

1. Tos Angeles County § Master Plan of Highways includes
Cerritos Avenue as a secondary highway'extending;fzom-A:rownHighway‘
-on the south te ?oothill Boulevard in Azusa on the morth. ‘Porﬁﬁéis
of Cerritos Avenue in this area have been developed to sécondaiy
highway-standhrds, 64 feet from curb to curb with two lames for

vehdcles in each diréczion, and other‘portibns have not. The City
of Azusa is preparing to develop that portion of Cerritos Awenue :




south of Foothill Boulevard to 5th Street to secondary bighway "

standards and to extend Cerritos Avenue above Foothill Boulevard to
Sierra Madre Avenue approximately 4800 feet north of Foothill Bou~ |
levard. Tbis extension is also to be to second.izy highway s.taﬁdatds
with the exception of a stretch appro:d.ﬁately 1200 feet long between
Foothill Boulevard on the south and the Santa Fe o:i thé vorth. This
portion of proposed Cen-itos Avenue will pass through a- paxtially
developed shopping center, and to reduce acq\:is:!.tion to a minim
the highway is to be only 70 feet in width :f.ncluding two G-foot |
sidewalks |

2. The Santa Fe r:(.ght: of way extends in an east-west
direction through Azusa. Near the western city limits of Azusa
the right of way crosses from the south to the nor:h side of Foothill
Boulevard at separated grades. Proceeding easterly it curves so that
at the site of the proposed crossing it is appxox.{mately 1200 feet
between the centexr of the track and Foothill Boulevard,- .

3. Foothiil Boulevard is the principal east-west highway :(n
lAzusa. The principal north—south streets, going froﬁ west to east,.
are San Gabriel Avenue, Azusa Avenue, Alameda. Avenue, Dalton Avexue
and Pasadena Avenue, each of which crosses the Santa Fe at grade.
Angeleno Averiue and Soldano Avenue, north-south streets in Azusa

west of Pasadena Avenue, deadend on each side of the Santa Fe. The

Pasadena Avenue crossing is appzo:d.mately 945 feet west of the ceater -

of the proposed Cen::{.tos Avenue c:ossing. East of Pasc.dena Avenue
the Santa Fe has a single line of track. West of Pasadenc. Avenue
there are two or more tracks. | |




4. The San Gabriel Avenue, Azusa Avenue and‘;‘Pasadena"'Ave‘nue

crossings are protected by Standard No. 8 flashing ligkts with gates;
The Alsmeda Avenue and Dalton Avenue crossings are protected with
Standard No. 8 flashing light signals only.
5. East of Paéadena_ Avenue there is mo public crossing until
Ben Lomond Avenue, a distancé of approximately one mile. Ihére are
two private crossings between Pasadena Avenue and Ben Lomond Awénue.
One of these crossings is appzoﬁmately 930 feet east of the proposed
crossing site. it is appgo:d.mately 800 feet between Pasadena Avenué
and Dalton Avenue, approx:imately 400 feet between Dalton Avenue and
Alameda Avenve, approximately 400 fé,et betwéen Aiameda Avenue and
| Azusa Avenue, and approximately 400 feet between Azusa Avenue and
San Gabriel Avenue. Sixth Strxeet is the first étreet_: south of
Foothill Boulevard. Eighth Street is the first street south of the -
Santa Fe. Ninth Street is north of the Santa Fe and teminates
) appro:d.mately 400 feet west of the proposed Cerritos Avenue extension.
6. As part of the development of Azusa, Sierra Madre Avenue
will be mended east and west of Azusa. Cexritos Avenue is to
| terminate on the north thereat. |
' 7. The Foothill Freeway is under comstruction aad will be
thzough Azusa in 1969. It_f will be immedfately south of and parallel
to lst Street. It will ha&e Interchanges at San Gabriel ‘Avenue
vwhich bhandles southbound traffic omly, Azusa Avenue which bandles
northbound traffic only, and Citrus Avenue which is a two-way 'street
but does not cross the Santa Fe and is appro:d.mately 3900 feet east
of Pasadena Avenue. On ccmpler.ion of the freeway, traffic on the
streets between Azusa Avenue and Citrus Avenue, including Cgrritos

Avenue, will be required to travel to ome of said streets to get an |

«13-
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or off the Foothill Freeway. There will be connections so that the

streets between the freeway "access streets will bave access to the
freeway. | o .

8. Portions of the shopping cemter through which Cexrxritos
Avenue will pass betueen Foothill Boulevard ahd the Santa Fe have
been constructed. East of the proposed Cerxritos Awenue-there is
a drivein theatre. Between the theatre and Cerritos Avenue there is
a bowling alley. This bowling alley is approximately 200 feet south
of the Santa Fe and 21 feet east of the east curb of the proposed‘ o
road. If Cerritos Avenue is built as proposed at gxade, the‘bowling
alley will be approximately at the road level.

9. Ninth Street is a secondary' bighway on the Mester Plas of
Streets and Highways. It presently terminates 400 feet east of
Pasadena Avenue, at which point it is approximately 100 feet)north
of the Santa Fe. This street is to be extended east paraliel to the
Santa Fe and in close proxdimity thereto. | d

10. Pa.sadena Avenue extends north to a residential area :Ln the
northwest quadrant of Aeusa and provides access for local traffic and-
for traffic going co and £rom points available by usi.ng Foothill
Boulevard. The northeast portion of Azusa now~zoned er is separated
from the northwest portion by an abrupt bluff. Ihe proposed Cer=itos
Avenue will provide access to a portion of ...he city not now available
by existing‘streets. Neither 8th Street, which is south-of‘the
Santa Fe, nor 9th Street, which is north of the Santa Fe, extends to
the proposed street. Either one or both could be extended to
Cerritos Avenue if there is a grade crossing. If there is a ‘sepa.:e-
tion of grades, &th Street could de extendedfﬁith slight~chahges;
Ninth Street would requirxe either a bridge parallel to the Santa Fe

and access ramps or a depressed crossing of Cerritos Avenue.

)l




11, When the Foothill Fr.eeway‘is completed in 1969, the only

north~south streets in Azusa which will extend between the north and
south city limits are Azusa Avenue (southbound), Sam Gabriel ‘Avenué-‘
(vorthbound), and Citrus Avemue. When the Foothill Freeway is com~
pleted the only streets which will have full ingress and eg:ess to
or from the freeway will be sald streets. Azusa will const:ruct .
Streets parallel to the freeway and on each side thereof wh:!'.ch will
enable local traff:[c to cross the freeway by using the freeway
separations. Cerritos Avenue w:t.ll be connected to the parallel
Streets and will cross under the freeway. |

12. The .average daily train traffic through Azusa over the
Santa Fe 1is five passenger trains and three freight trains. All
eastbound trains are restricted to a speed of 40 miles per hour. |
Westbound passenger trains are restricted to 65 miles per‘hou:‘: and
westbound freight trains are restricted to 50 miles per hour. The
Pasadena Avenue crossing is approximately 945 feet west 'o\f the |
proposed crossing. There is a private crossing appro:d.mately 930 feet
east of the proposed crossings. The crossing site is visible to a
Santa Fe engineer 1,339 west thereof and 2,801 feet east'-thgrep-f.
The Santa Fe rail line descends going west at a grade of 1.2 pércentv‘
and ascends going east aﬁ the same rate. Ba_st and westbbur;d-' f:eighn“
trains traveling at the authorized speeds cammot stop in emergencies
in the sight d:!.stance stated. Paséenger trains going east :‘(uﬁhill)-
could stop with a service application of the bx:akes. Westbound
passenger trains traveling at 40 miles per. hour could stop short of
the crossing site. Westbound pPassenger trains traveling at ‘the‘
authorized speed of 65 milés per hour could mot stop short'é'f the
crossing site except with an emergency application of brakes. If the

..15-
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engineer did not attempt to apply his braices until he passed either
Pasadena Avenue when eastbound or the most westerly pri‘vate" cz:ossing '
when westbound, none of -Santa Fe's regular passenger or freight
trains in edther direction could be stopped until past the proposed
crossing site.

13. 7The City of Azusa and the Los Angeles County Depament of
Public Works request that they be authorized to construct. Cerr:'.t:o..—. ‘
Avenue at grade over the Santa Fe rather thanm at separated’ grades
The County will not contribute to the cost of construct;‘.ng the
crossing at separated grades. The City of Azusa camnot afford d
separated grade :‘c:ossing at the present time. It suggested a crossing |
other than Pasadena Avenue be closed and Cerritos Avenue be opened ir
its place. The City has existing alternate routes across the Sant_a' Fe
and will construct Cexritos Avenue between Ninth Strecet and Sierra
Madre Avenue if the application is denied. | | | |

14. If the crossing.is openmed, .the average da:r.ly traffic thereat
in 1967 will be 4,960 vehicles. If the crossing 15 not opened this

traffic will be able to cxross by Pasadena Avenuve ox other crossings.

15. The proposed grade crossing would bave an ascending grade
of 3.9 percent from the south.

16. If the crossing is not opened, t:he. propooed ‘exteﬁsion of
~ Cerritos Avenue north of the Santa Fe can serve the same persons and
areas as p;:oposed ‘to be se::ved-'by the full project by extending 9tk
Strcet or othé.; east-west streets morth thereof to Cerritos Avonué.
All property noxth and south of the Saﬁta Fe can be sezved by alter-

‘nate routes with only slight additional travel d_:!‘.stancesgif' the

crossing 1s not opened.
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17. The proposed grade crossing,wouldibe hazardous due‘to«
the short distance, less than 100 feet, between it asd‘the proposed
intersection of Cerritos Avenue aud Sth Street. The proposed
crossing would be extremely hazardous due topthe short distance |
between it and the existing public crossing'at ?asadena\Avenue
945 feet west thereof. The proposed cross;ng would be extremely
hazardous due to the short distance between it and a private
crossing 930 feet east thereof. _

18. The proposed crossing would be extremely hazardous due 1
to the fact that the engineexr of a westbound-train capnot see the «f
crossing site until he is 2801 feet east thereof. At ﬁhe‘authorized |
speed of 40 miles per hour, a freight train consisting of two
locomotives, 30 cars and a caboose and weighing 1500 tons would
require 3568 feet to stop if there were no exergency, and 2809 feet
to make an emergency stop. In both imstances the stop would: be f
past the crossxng site. At the'authormzed speed of 65 =iles per

hour for passenger trains, it would require 2621 feet tovs*ooﬁin

an emergency and 3174 feet to stop with a normal -oplrcation of
brakes. The passenger train could not stop shor:t ¢f che c:ossirg
site except with an emergency application of the brakes. Public’
Rhealth and safety require that the application‘be-dcnied.

19. A separation of grades at the proposed cxos sieg is
feasible and would erhance public safety and welfare. |

20. Public safety requires thac if the proposed crossxng
opened it be at separated grades.




Conclts:ton

We conclude that the request for authority to open
Cerritos Avenue at grade across The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway Company at Mile Post 2-116.5 should'be' denied.

IT IS ORDERED that authority to comstruct Cérritos/ Avenue
across The Atch:.son,, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company track at
Mile Post 2-116.5 is denied.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. | N

Da.ted at San Franeiseg , Californmia, this 7 @
day of .__APRI. , 19 |

‘Commissiongks |
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