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Decision No_ 
73S94 

. '," . 

BEFORE zm PUBLIC trrILI'XIES COMMISSION OF 'mE, S'XA1'EOF c:ALIFORN:IA 

In the Matter of the Application ,) 
of National. Motor Freight Traffic : } 
Association~ Inc .. ~ Aqent,. for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ,) 
mon carriers. and- express co xpo ra.- ) 
tions" for' authority to make vari- ) 
ousrevisions in National Motor ' ) 

, Fl=eight'ClassificationA-9andits, ) 
, caJ.ifomia Supplement..:, ) 

In the Mat1:er of the Investigation ) 
into-'the rates, rules~ regulations?) 
cha.xges" allowances and px-aetiees. ) 
of, aJ.l common carriers~ highway ) 
carriers and city carriers relating) 
to the transportation of any and ) 
all commodities between and within ) 
all points. ,and places in the State) 
of caJ.ifornia (incluc1ing, but not ) 
limitedto-~ transportation for, ) 
which rates' are provided in, Min.imum) 
Rate Tariff No.2) .. ' ) 

Application No. S009~ 
(Filed Y..arch 2l" 1968) 

case No. 5432' 
(Petition for Modification 

No .. 495) 
(Filed lw'..arch 21" 1968) 

And Related Matters ,. cases NOS. ,5435-?' 5439'?5440, 
) SUl? 5603 'and7S5S: 
) (Peti.tions:for, Modifica:tion" 
) Nos ... 100'" SS",; S?~, 13.1',50 
) and 34.,respect'i.vely); 
) , (Filed March 21, , 1968),' 

OPIN:tON AND ORDER 

Various common carriers participate in National MotoJ: 

Frei 9ht Classifica.tion A-9 (CAL) as·· governed· by National Motor 

Frei9ht Classification A-9? hereina~ter referred to, as the Govern-

ing Classification" for class ratings and other provisions. Also· 
, " 

c:ertaUl. Cotnmissi.on minimum rate: tariffs are sUbject to the class 

ratings an~or other provisions of suCh classification. 
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By Application No. S0099,iNationalMotor Freight Traffic 

Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on beha!fo£ such.common 

carriers, to- publish specific revisions in the Governing. Classifica

tion to become effective May 20" 1968." concurrentlywit.h the. 

national effective date for such revisions .• 1 By the above petitions, 

California Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings and other 

provisions in the Governing Classification similarly revised to 

govern the minimum rates and rules in certain Commission minimum 
.- 2 

rate ::.tariffs. Petitioner requests that all common carriers be' 

directed to establish in their respective tariffs such modifications 

as may be prescribed by the Commission r s order in these proceedings, 

including relief from the lonq- and short-haul provisions of Section -

460 of the Public uti.lities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as 

applicants, state that the Governing Classification is periodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to- shippers and carriers to initiate 

such revisions, to participate in thei:r dispo'sition and- to protect 

their interests are generally known to- the carriers and shippers~ 

Applicants allege that the sought revisions have been authorized by 

the National Classification Board, after due process" and are9'ener

ally scheduled t~ become effective May 20 ... 1968" for tariffs cove:ring 

areas otberthan California and that sueh revisions, if authorized, 

lThe changes, which are provided in Supplements Z7 and 16 to the -
Governing Classification, are set forth in EXhibits A and B, 
respectively" and the related justifications in Exhibit C, all of 
whieh are attached to the application. 

2The tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B (East Bay Drayage), 
2 (General Commodities Statewide), 5 (Los Angeles Drayage), 9-B. 
(San Diego Drayage), 10 (Cement Statewide), 11~A (O'ncratedNew 
Furniture Statewide), City· Carriers· Tariff No;.. l-A (San Francisco 
Drayage) and Exception Ratings Tariff No.1. - -. 
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would permit maintenance of uniformity of classification··provisicns 

between California and the rest of the nation. 

A revieM of ap?licants t proposed revisions indic,atesthat 

they pertain principally to (1) format of .classification~ (2) cor

rection of publishing errors and omissions:- (3)·c:larific.atio:lof 

existing descriptions of articles:, (4) cancellation·· of obsolete 

provisions; and (5) establishment of specific ratings for newly 

designed or manufactured articles. Such changes are within the 

fr~ework of the criteria heretofore announced by this Commission 

for establishing revisions in the Governing-Classification. on 
California intrastate traffic.3 

Applicants sugqest~ to protect the interests of all partie~ 

that the effective date of any order issued herein should be th~rty 

. days after the date of this decision. This would p:ovide ample 

opportunity for any interested party to advise applicants and the 

Commission concerning those items which might r~ire separate 

and further consideration without unduly delaying the effectiveness 
.. 

of the great body of classification changes which" applicants assert" 

are necessary and desirable? and concerning which' there is no 

question or dispute. 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 

various ehambers of commerce~ shipper organizations" carrier 

representatives and other interested parties· on or about March 20~. 

1968. The application and petitions were 1isted·on thcf commission IS 

Daily Calendar of March 22~ 1968:. No objection to: the granting of 

the application and petitions has been received. 

3Sec Decision No. 683-24 in Case No. S432~ et a1_~ 63, Cal.l>.U.C. 728:, 
Decision No. 68711 in Case No. S432~ etal., 64 Cal.p.U.C. 146-,: also 
Decisions Nos. 70287 ~ 7033S.~ 706S6~ 7082S~ 70S60~ 711S:h7l:200... . 
71405" 7l531, 71730~ 72027 ~ 72289', 72438", 72589" 727401"72saS.~ 
730'99~ 73234~ 73407 ~ 73604 and 73731". allisS'lleO. in Case No.S432~ 
et a~.~ unreported. 
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In the circumstances" it appears, aDd· the Comro..isr~£iDds .. 

t.hat: 

1.. The propose"- classification revisions. set fo~.in~ 

Application No. 50099 are reason..a:b~ and" to the extent that said. 

ratings and rules will result in increases" such increases are 

justified. 

2.. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will. be

authorized to establish.. except to the extent that' said ratings and 

rules are c1i£ferent from and are superseded by pre~ent·exceptions 

contained in the respective minimum rate Wiffs and the governing 

. exc~ion ratings tariff" are suital>le to- govern the minimum.' rates 

esttiblished by the Commission. 

3. The rates and charges resulting from the application of 

the aforesaid ratings and rules are.. and for the £1:ture will ,be , the 

just" reasonable and nondiscrjm£natory mdnimum rates for the tra~

portat.ion of property by city carrie::s and highway carrierss'Ubject 

to the applicable minimum rate tariffs .. 

Based on the above findin9's, the coramissionconcluees that 

the proposea classification changes set forth in Application No. 

5009'9 should be authorized" and that such ratings ~d. rules should 

be adopted and approved" to. the extent indicated in the' ensuing 

order, to govern the mintm~rates established by theCo~sion. 

The Commission further concludes that participating common carr~~rs 

in applicant' S National l'ctor Freight Classification A-9 and A-9' 

(CAL) should be authorized to depart from the provisions of section 

460 o.f the pUblic titilitiesCode" to the extent: necossary to- adj'ast 

lons- and short-haul departures now maintained under ou~standin~ 

authorizations. '!'he order which. follows. shou.ld be xnade. effective 
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thirty days after the date hereof and the earliest effective date 

of the tariff publications involved should be May 20, 1968:. 

IT IS, ORDERED that:' 

1 .. Natienal Motor Freight Traffic Associatien". Inc., 

Agent, on behalf of participating common carriers in National Motor 

Freight Classification A-9(CAL) as governed by National Motor Freigl':t 

Classification A-9, is authorized to est~lish and -publishtbe clas

sification ratings and rules set forth in Application No.. 50099... to 

become effective not earlier than May 20, 1968,. on not less than 

four days' notice to' the Commission and to the ptlblic. 

2. Except as otherw'ise provided in Ordering paragraph 6-

hereof, the classification ratings and rules authorized herein are 

approved and adopted as the just... reasonable and nondiscriminatory 

ra.tings and rules to govern the minimum-rates and rules pl:'omulgated 

by the Commission in City Carriers· Tariff NO'. l~A and Minim~ Rate 

Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, 5, 9-B, 10 and ll-A. 

3. Tariff publications required to be made by common ca;z;

::iers as a result of Ord.eri:o.g .paragraph 2- hereof may be made effec

tive net earlier than May 20, ,1968" en net less than four days' 

notice to the Commission and to- the public and such tariff ptiblica

tions shall be made effective not later than June 19" 1968: and 

tariff p1Jl)lications which are autherized but not required te:be made 

by common carriers as a result ef Ordering paragraph 2 hereof may be 

made effective not earlier than May 20". 1968". and't.'fJay· be made 
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effective on not less than four days I notice to the Commission and 

to the p\1l)lic if filed. within sixty o.ays of the effective dat~of 

the tariff publications authorized in Ordering Paragraph 1 hereof. 

4. The classification ratings and rules' authorized to be . 

established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to be' 

made applic~le ~so for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which ~~umrates have 
not been established~ or 

(b) Commodities which are subject to higher 
rates than, or more restrictive prOVisions 
than, the m±:c.im~ rates or provisions 
ot.h,er..r.j.se applicaJ::>le. 

S. Any provisions concurrently maintained. in common carrier 

tariffs which are l'DIOre restrictive than, or which produce charses 

grea.ter than, those contained in City' Carriers I Tariff No,.; ,l-A and . 

Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-:S, 2, 5,' 9-:S, 10'and ll-A, are author-
. , 

ized to be maintained. ~ connection with the ratings and rules 

authorized and directed to be estaclished herein. 

6. Except as provided in Ordering Paragr~ph 5 hereof, 

common carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and rules which 

are different froll\, and are superseded. by, present exceptions con

tained in Exception Ratings Tariff No.1" City Carriers I 'l'ariff No .. 

1-1>.. ~d Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos ... l-B, 2, 5, 9-B, 10 andll-A .. 

7. Common carriers, in establishing and, maintaining. the: 

ratings and rules authorized b.ereinabove, are hereby authorized to 

depart from. the provisions of Section 460 of the P'W>lic. Utilities 

Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short-haul. dep<!'x

tures now maintained under Qtltstanciing authorizations: such outstand

itl,g authorizations are hereby-modified only to: the extent necessary 
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to comply with this order: ana schedules containing the ratings 

and rules published under this authority shall' make,reference to 

the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul departures 'and 

to this order. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof_ 

April" 1968. 


