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Decision No.
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF ?HE STATE OF C%LIFORNIA'

In the Matter of the Investigation )

into the rates, rules, regulations, )

charges, allowances and practices )

of all common carriers, highway cax-) Case No. 5432
riers and city carriers relating to ) (Petition for Modlfzcatxon
the transportation of any and all ) No. 494)
commoditics between and within all ) (Filed March 19, 1968)
points and places in the State of ) ‘

California (including, but not )

limited to, tramsportation for which)

rates axe provzded in Minimum Rate - )

Tariff No. 2). )

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER

John M. Brainerd, doing business as Flo' Del Company,
operates as a highway common carrier f£or the transportatmon of fxesh
cut flowers, potted plants, fresh floral wreaths and other floral
arrangements weighing 50 pounds or less between points generally
enconpassed by San Francisco, San Leandro, Palo»Altb, Fairfaﬁ; San
Rafael and Walnut Creeck. | |

By this petition, petitioner secks inﬁe#;m autho:ity’for
a six-month period to publish’chaxges per shipment leé; thaﬁ‘those
set forth in Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 for the txanspoifation of'the
above commodities from retail florists when the distance between

. s . . : . . 1
_ origin and destination exceeds 35‘constructxve.males.

lpetitioner's present and proposed minimum charges fox the 1nvolve&
transportation are as follows:

Weight of Shipment Present Minimum Proposed Minimum
(In Pounds) Charge in Cents Charge in Cents

Over But Not Over

0 14 . 280 175
14 25 280 200
25 29 335 225
29 50 335 | 250

-1-
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Petitioner points out that, under the provisions of Minimum

Rate Tariff No. 2, similar shipments transported‘3sfmile§ or less
are.exempt from the minimum rates named therein.z Petitioﬁer avers
that he is authorized to sexve numerous points that are in excess
of 35 miles from San Francisco, the principal point of‘ofigin'on
shipments handled by him, and that retail consignments ermVSah
Francisco to such points are not‘exempt.3‘ | |
Petitioner alleges ﬁhat 95 percent of his shipments weigh
14 pounds or less and that he has lost the majox part 6f t:affic
formerly handled to-points of destiﬁation located more than 35 miies
from the origin point due to the high cost for such transportation
service. By reason ¢f such high'transportatiqn.cost; petifiéner
contends that a practice has cdeveloped whereby‘é retail flori$t, on
receiving an oxder for flowers which involves déli§ery'to‘a.distant
point, telephones a local florist at the destination point‘to ﬁake
delivery fxom ﬁhe latter's own stock. Petitioner: declares that
the latter florist then compensates the florist at poxnt of origin
based on a pexcentage of the sale price to the customer, generally
about 20 percent. Under such an arrangement petitionex states that
no znterc;ty‘transportatlon service is performed by h;m and that he

suffers ﬁhe loss of this traffic and the revenue therefrom.

2
© Item No. 41 of Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 exempts from the applica-
tion ¢f the minimum rates named therein shipments weighing 100
pounds or less when delivered from retail stores where the property
has been sold at retail by a retail merchant when the distance

between point of origin and destination does not exceed 35 con-
structive miles.

These points include San Anselmo, Fairfax, Lafayette, Walnut Creek
and portions of Oakland, Piedmont, S$an Leandro and ?alo Alto, as
well as certa;n unnamed intermediate points.
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Petitioner asserts that the proposed charges will enable
him to recover such lost traffic and will sexve as an‘iﬁducement to
attract additional traffic. Petitioner avers that he operates a
fleet of spec¢ialized walk-in-van type vehicles. equpped wlth specxal
racks used in transporting the flowers and floral pieces and that
such vans are now only loaded to approximately S50 percent o£‘capacﬁaa‘
According to petitioner, the propgsed charges will result in én
increase in traffic and improved revenues with littlejor‘nd‘addi-
tional operating cost. , .

Petitioner declares that he has been informed by members
of the San Francisco retail florist trade thét their sales of fldwérs
to destination points over 35 miles from point of origin have
decreased substantially due to the high transportation coét‘involved.
Attached to the petition are copies of letters from six‘rgtail
florists urging petitioner to obtéin the necessary authoiity to
reduce the charges for the transportation in questxon so~that they
nay be able to compete with other florzsts for thxs traffzc.

Copy of the petition was mailed to Cal;fornza‘rrucking

Association. The petition was listed on the Commission's Daily

Calendar of March 20, 1968. No objection to the granting of the

petition has»been recexved.

Subject to further review upon cons;deratzon cf additional
evidence whxch nay be adduced at a public hearing to be scheduled in
this proceeding, it appears, and the Commission £finds, that the
rates sought herein are reasonable and'justifiedAby transpoitation
conditions. In view of the éonditions which exist and the urgent
need by the carrier for such authority, the Commission concludes
that petitioner should be granted interim authority‘for-a Period,of
approximately six months. A future heaxing~ﬁill be sdheddled in.
this proceeding.. | | | | .




C. 5432 (Pet. 494) - se

IT IS ORDERED that:

l. John M. Brainerd is hereby author:x.zed to publish and
file, to expire with November 6, 1968 minimuam charges per sh;.pment
for the transportation of fresh cut flowers, potted plants, fxesh
floral wreaths and other floral arrangements as sét forti;i‘,‘ and
subject to the conditions speci;fiéﬁ'; in Appendix‘ A att#ciaed hereto
and by this reference made a part hereof.

2. Tariff filings required by the oxder herein may be made
effective not earlier than five days after the effective date of this
orxrder on not less than five days’ notiée tc; the Con.zmiési'on‘ and to the
public. , ‘. |

3. The interim authority granted herein shall‘e:'cpire wzth |
Novenbexr 6, 1968, unless sooner canéeled,, modified or extended by
order of the Comission. |

4. A public hearing shall be scheduled J.n th:.s proceedmg
for the receipt of evidence on tha.s pet:.tn.on and’ f:Lnal d:.spos:.t:.on |
thereof.

. This order shall become effective on the daf:e he#:eof.

Dated at San Praz_'xcisco, Califormia, th:.s ‘3033 da.y of
April, 196G8. o ' |

CQmJ.s\f/{oners

ﬂbmissionor Wiiliam Symony, Ir., being
. pooessarily absent, d1d mot parucipato
- in th. mpos.tuon o: this procood.mg.
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APPENDIX 4 70 DECISION MO. 24054 . |

1. John M. Brainerd, doing business as FID' DE.L COMPANY, is authorizcd
to establish minimum charges as set forth below . for the transportation of ship-
ments of fresh cut flowers, potted plants, fresh floral wreaths and other floral
arrangements, weighing 50 pounds or less, from retail florists and between points.
served along the authorized routes indicated, when the distance between such
points exceeds 35 constructive miles de'ocmined in accordance with the provz.sa.ons
of the Commission's Distance Table 6 (governing distance table)-r

Veight of Shipmen’t I-ﬁ.m.mxm Charge s
(In Pounds) In Cents M Sh:.pment L
But

Over Not Over 'gs.z' FE i ‘{b}-:"_:_ :

0 1, 75 At
14 25 2000 2000
25 29 - s 225
29 50 250 2507

(a) Applies to shipments from retail florists located on .
ROUTE 1 or ROUTE 2 when the distance between point
of origin and point of destination exceeds 35 miles
computed in accordance with governing distance table.

Applies to shipments from retail florists to their
customers located on ROUTE 3 or ROUTE 4, when the
distance between point of origin and point of desti-
nation exceeds 35 miles computed in accorda.ncc with
governing distance table.

ROUTE 1.-San Francisco, ELl Cerrito, Albany, Berkeley, Piedmont »
Imeryville, Oakland, Alameda and San Leandro.

ROUTE 2.-San Francisco, Palo Alto and intermediate points upon
U. S. Highways 101 and By-Pass 101.

ROUTE 3.-San Francisco, Sausa.lito, ¥ Valley, Corte Ms.dera,
larkspur, Ross, Kentfield, San Anselmo, Fairfax, San
Rafael, Tidburen, ..,elvedcrc and intermediate pcints.

ROUTE L.-San Francisco, Orinda, I.a.faycttc Walmrt Creek a.nd
intermediate points.

(End of Appendix A)




