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Doecision No. :243 83

SFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF %i@&%ﬁ& ORNIA

Application of RAILWAY BXPRESS AGENCY, )

INCORPORATED, under the Shortened ) Shortened Procedure

Procedure Tariff Docket to incroease ) Texriff Docket

the minimum charge applicable to trans-% Application No. S0113
)

portation in alir express service of (Filed March 26, 1968)
aninmals and birda, live. ‘

OPINION AND ORDER

By this application, Rallway Express Agency, Incorporated,

seeks authority to increase the minimunm charge per shipment from

$5.50 to {6.25 for the transportation of livo animals and birds
1

in alir express service.

Applicant states that the proposed minimum charge for
live animals end birds is the same as that currently in effect
in interstate commerce throughout the United States and in
introstate commerce in all states except California. According
to applicant, it has an operating ratio of 101.61 with respect
to 1ts California intrastate alr oxpress operations under its
currently authorized rates and 4t incurs an annual deflcit of
§13,101 in connection with such operations. Applicant contends
that this deficit would be diminished, but not eliminated, by
the sought inérease in the minimum charge.

Applicant alleges that the cost of transporting‘live
snimals and birds in ailr express seorvice exceeds the cost of
transporting genoral commodities In that service by not less than
75 cents per minimum charge shipment. Applicant avers that,

though air express is a premium service, the proposed minimum

1 ‘
The minimum charge is set forth in Section 8 of Railway Express

Agency, Incorporated, Officilal Alr Express Tariff No. 1,
Cal.P.U.C. Yo. 1.
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charge for such service on a S-pound shipment would be less than
the air freight charge on that shipnment and loss than the surface
express charge for the transportation of most live creatures
between California points. Applicant decleres that the proposed
minimum charge is justified by the valuc of the service ﬁendered
irasmuch as the traffic will move under such minimum-charge and
cannot move satisfactorily Iin commection with other carrlers.

Appllicant asserts that 1t has urgent need to Increaso
its revenues f{or transportation services as its operations in
the fiscal year onding June 30, 1967, resulted in a loss ex~
ceeding $7,000,000. Applicant contends that this trend must
be reversed Lf 1t 1s to continue the rendition of Its historic
exXpross sexrvice.

Applicant stetes that increases resulting from the
proposal herein would not increase 1ts California intrastate
gross revenue by as much as one percent.

Copies of the application were served upon Parties
¥nowa to be interested. The application was listed on the
Commission's Daily Calendar of March 27, 1968. Alllied-American
Bird Company has informed tho Commission by letter that it would.
not protest applicant's proposal. No objection to the granting
of the application has been received. | |

in the circumstances, 4t appears, and the Commission
finds that increases resulting from pubdblication of the minimum
charge as proposed in the application are justified. A pudblic
hearing 1s not necessary. The Commission concludes that the
application skhould be granted.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Railway Express Agency, Incorporéted, 13 heredy.

authorized to publish in its Official Alr Express Tariff No. 1,




Cal.P.U.C. No. X, the Ilncreased minimum charge\as‘spccificaliy pro-
posed in the applicatioh.

2. Teriff publications cuthorized to be made as a result
of the order herein shall de filedrnot earlier than the erréctive'
date of this order and may be made effoctive not earlier than‘
thirty days after the effective date of this order on not less:
than thirty days' notice to the Commission and to the pﬁblic.

3. The authority granted herein shall expire unless ex-
ercised within ninety days after the effective date of thls order.

This order shall become effective twenty days after the

date hereof.

‘ 79
Dated at San Francisco, Callfornia, this gééﬁz day of

May, 1968.
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om:‘.ssioners._

Commissioner Willlsm M. Bearett, belog
necossarily absent, did mot porticipate
{n the aisposition of thils proceeding.




