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Decision No. 7423:1 
------------------

BEFOP.E 1'I:1E PUBI..IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SOO!EERN PACIFIC COMPANY for authority) 
to relocate certain facili~ies, to ) 
discontinue and ab3.ndo::. existing ) 
station buildings and other facilities j 
and to discontinue ~ssenger agency 
service at R1cbxnond, Milepcs t lS. 0, 
Contra Costa County, California. 

) 

OPINION -------'---

Application No. 50129 
(Filed April 1, 1968) 

By Applica.tion No. 47988: Southe::n Pacific Company sought 

authority to relocate freight'facilitiesand to discontinue passenger 

service at R:lchmoncl. By Decision No. 70982 the Commission granted 

the requested authority as to relocation of the f:::-eight facilities 

but denied it insofar as discontinuance of the passenger service was 
" ' .. 

concel:D.ed. The Commission granted rehearing. Decision' Nc>. 72758 ' 

on rehearing affirmed' Decision No. 70982. It was issued' July 18, 

1967. The authority g%anted by both. decisions to relocate freight 

facilities has not been exercised. 

By the present application Southern Pacific Company seeks 

the sa:e authority which it sought in Application No. 47983:, with the . 
exception that the elimination of Richmond as a station stop is not 

requested. The application was listed on the Commission's Daily 

Calendar of April 2;~ 1968. Notice of the application has. bee:l. give:l' 

to various parties thought to be interested and, no- protests' have 

boeen r~ceived. 

In the various hearings on Application No .. 47988; the 

solution here sought w~ advocated by certain witnesses 'representing 

agencies of the City of Richmond, since it will still be possible for 

passenge:::-s to board and leeve trains there • 
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The change should remove most,. if not all, of't:he opposi

tion that manifested itself in Application No .. 47988:. The Bay 

Area Rapid Transit District supported both applications. The City 

of Richmond opposed Application No. 47988 but· i~ supporting 

Application No. 50129. The City's support is evidenced by . its 

Resolution No. 9359 adopted on February 5> 1963> a copy of 'Which 

is attached to the application as Exhibit B. 

The Co~ission authorized tbe relocation of the freight 

facilities twice in Application No. 47988 relying on an overwhelming 

preponderance of the evidence. No more need be. said about this phase 

of the present application. 

The instant proposal preserves all tile· conveniences of the 

present location of the Riebmond passenger station. One of the 

conveniences is that this is one of few (if, indeed, there are any 

other) places where a BART station will be in the ~ediate 

neighborhood of a Southern Pacific s·tation. Richmond is the most 

conveni.en t station for Marin County people who have access over the 

Richmond-San Raf.ael Bridge. Richmond is also the most convenient 

station for a section of Contra Costa County housing a large 

population. 

Applicant proposes to withdraw its passenger agency from 

Richmond. Toll free telephone service to ap~licant's Berkeley 

station will be provided. Ap~licant presently mails many tickets 

and doubtless will con.tinue to do· so .. 

In the Cocmission' s opinion the present proposal is free 

from mos"t of the objections found in Application No,. 47988 and 
should be granted. 
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The Cotte.iss ion finds that: 

1. Southern Pacific Company is a rail common carrier. 

2. Southern Pacific Company operates agency services for both 

passengers and freight at RiChmond. 

3. Public conve:u.ence and necessity require and in the future 

will continue· to req\!ire tile continuance of the freight agenc·y 

service now offered at 510 Castro Street in Richmond". 

4. Public convenience and neces$ity require and in the future 

will cont~ue to require that Sout~cr.n Pacific Company continue its 

station stop at Ricbmone and provide a shelter toproteet waiting 

and disembarking passengers at or near the present location of its 

present passenger station located at approximately Milepost 15.0. 

5. Public convenience and necessity no longer require that 

passcger agency service be rendered by Southern Pacific Co:npany at 

Richmond. 

6. The proposed substitute agency service to be rendered by 

Southern Pacific Company through its sta.tion at Berkeley will 

reasonably meet the needs of that sectio~ of the public presently 

served by 'the Richmond passenger agency·. 

7. '!he proposed substitute team track and warehouse 

facilities near Florida Avenue and the continuance of ~~e freight 

agency service at 510 castro St:eet will 'be as. convenien::.as the 

present freight facilities near the intersection of 16th S:treet 

and MacDon.a.ld Avenue (Ydlepost 15·.0) •. 

8. A public hearing is' not necessary. 

The Cote::U.szion concludes that the application should be" 

grantee .as ~rovided by the following order. 
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ORDER: 
,.... -.-. -- ...... -. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
:' 

1. W.ithin six months after the effective date of this· order 

and on thirty days' notice to the Commission and the public~ 

Southern Pacific Company may discontinue 1tspassenger agency 

service tn l~ehmond. 

2. Within six months after the effective date of -this order 

and on not less than thirty days t notice to the Commission and the 

public ~ Southern Pacific Company may remove the' tracks and buildings 

now located' on the triangular pa~cel of property located at 

16th Street and MacDonald Avenue. Milepost IS.O, subject to the 

terms and conditions hereinafter provided. 

3. Southern Pacific Company shall relocate its freight 

facilities to the location in the vicinity of Florida Avenue 

indicated on Exhibit A to the application. 

4. Southern Pacific Company shall continue to maintain a 

statio:l. stop for passengers in R:ichmond at its Milepost No. 1$ •. 0 

(16th Sex-eet and MacDonald Avenue) and shall replace. its present 

passenger station with an adequate shelter for boarding and 

detraining passengers. Applicant shall not remove its present 

passenger station building until contracts have been executed for 

the replacement shelter. Construction of such shelter shall 

begin within thirty days after the removal of the present- station 

building bas been accomplished. 
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5. Southern Pacific Company shall continue to,render freight 

agency service from its present location at 510 Castro Street in 
\ 

Richmond. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days after 

the date heree>f. 

Dated at ______ Lo_z_ll_~..;g;..el_es_' _, California, this , 
~ 

(I . " 
~, JUNE: ~yof ________________ , ~ , 

~~=' ~ZC~~-IQP.'·-·~Z:;~:/d{~~·.~,L_ ~, . " Presl.aent 
",,~,,"~_ \..\~"," .,' • 'W"-I"./ .'. 

CO:l:lis~:r.onor Will1.om M. BOIlllett. bO!llS. 
%l~cec::,e:rily ~b:;cI'lt.. e.id not p~rt1cipa:to' 
in -:llo '~!=po=i tion or this 'pr oecod1nS. ' 
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