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Decision No. 74434 

BEFORE 'IKE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF tHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of TAROE BASIN UTILITY ) 
CORP. to operate a common carrier ) 
Fluid Pipe Line service at Lake ~ 
Tahoe, California; and to' establish 
rates and services ebere£or. 

) 

OPINION -------

Application No.. 50229 
(Filed:. May 10, 1968) 

On May 10,1968, applicant TaboeBasin Utility 'Corp. filed 

the application herein requesting an O'rderto operate a common 

carrier Fluid Pipe Line service at Lake Tahoe» California; and to 

establish rates and services therefor. 

Exhibit A attached to' the application describes a proposed 

operation which we presume bas been adopted by applican:t as a 

description of the operation proposed in the application. The 

proposal is to collect all sewage produced in the Tahoe' Lake Basin 

througb a gravity flow trunk sewer line extending around the meander 

line of Lake Tahoe.. The raw sewage so collected: would' be pumped t~, 

the top of Daggett Pass (the tep of Kingsbury Grade).· At this po,int 

the solids would be ceagulated in settling tanks and later sluiced 

out to drying beds 0'0 the sunny side of the mountain outside th-e lake 

basin a:cd at an elevation below that of Lake Ta.hoe'.. The untreated 

effluent would then be passed. through a penstock terminating in a 

eurbo-eleetrie generator near Wally's, Hot Springs.. After passing: 

througb the turbiDes of tbe generating plant tbe effluent would be 

seriated, cblorinated and discbarged into the lower regions of the' 

CarSOIl River _ !be entire trunk collection system,. all pump10g 

operatiotls, power generatien, solid treatment and effluent treatme'Ot 

"Nould be haodled by applicant.. !he power generated would be used- for 

applicant's pumping requirements ... 
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We find that the sewage to be transmitted" through the 

sewer 1:i.De". although proposed to be collected from the public for 

compensation" would be the property of the applicant at the time 

of its tranSlnission and would nc>t thereafter be distributed to tbe ' 

public £0:: compensation. We COX'lclude therefore that·· in the proposed 

operation of its sewage disposal system applicant would not· be 

operating as a public utility pipe line corporat1on~ No, section 

of the Public Utilities Code gives this Commission jurisdict:lon 

over applicant as a sewage disposal utility" although the Legislarure 

bas bad before it proposals to cODfer such jurisdictiotl upon the 

CommisSion.!/ We further conclude that the applica,tion sbouldbe 

dismissed for lack of jurisdiction. 

1/ AF.: 1214 (Dent) and P;s 123S. (Murpby) were introduced during 
the 1968 SeSSion of the Legislature but have notbceD 
enacted.. Section 16461 of the Public Utilities Code authorizes 
public utility districts to acquire,. eonst:ruct" own,.' operate" 
control" or use means for the dispo'sition of garbage, sewagc~ 
or refuse matteT. . 
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ORDER 
-~--...-

IT IS ORDERED that the app11catioft is dismissed for· lack 

of jurisdiction. 

The effective date of this order shall be cwenty days 

after the date hereof. 
~~~,' Dated at ___ .-.JIos::.:;1\", ....... 'Fr:\:.;.;,;;,;. :r\,;;e;;;;iS;,;;;;eo;;.... __ • California, tbi.s _~~_~_ 

day of ____ .I .... UL_Y~ __ ·, 1968. 

. "-.', 

totm1~s!.:o~X" A. 'W.,'GatoV'~ 7betng ,'. 
ll&ces::;.ar1l:v D.bMr.t.. '<!id"not..j')art1c1pn:te . 
,in tho' 4;!.::pO.:'1t1011 otth1S;pX"o~eed12:is~·· 

. " ~". 
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