ORIGIIAL

* Decision No. 4479

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION[OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA =~

In the Matter of the Appllcatlon )

of the CITY OF LOS ANGELES, a )

municipal corporation, to widen ) ,

ard improve the De Soto Aveauwe ) Application No. 0018
grade crossing of the Southern ) (Filed February 15, 1968)
Pacific Company's Burbank Branch )

Line at Victory Bouwlevard )

(Crossing No. BY-450. 3) ;

OQPINION AND ORDER

The City of Los Angeles seeks a2uthority to‘widen’and“
improve the De Soto Avenue grade crossing of the Southern Pacific,
Company’s Burbank branch line at Victory Boulevard (CroSsingf _
No. 3Y¥-450.3). It states thet De Soto Avenue is an 1mportant ‘trans-
portation route for the movement of peOple ard property becwcen
communities in the western portion of the San.Fernando Valley,’
that the volume of traffic along De Soto Avenue at Crossmng-No.

BY-450.3 is now nearing capacity: that the volume is expected to
double by 1985; that to meet the neéds of thé’increaséd~£féffic in
the future, the City of Los Angeles is embafking oﬂ é prbgram of"
widening and improving both De Soto Avenue and Vzctory Boulevard"
that unless C*oss;ng No. BY-ASO 3 is widened and 1mproved 1n o
conﬂunctzon with the other improvements to be made in De Soto AQenué
and Victory Boulevard, the overall traff;c performance at the 1nte* '
secvion of these highways will be serxously affected, and that the

flow of traffﬁc along De Soto Avenue itself wnll be crztzcally

.moeded.
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At present the width of the‘pavedlroadway\along DeiSdtog

Avenue at Crossing No. BY-450.3 is 34 feet.” The crossing is
protected by two Standard No. § flashing light signals (General
Oxrder No. 75-B). " The City of Los Angeles proposes to widen the
paved roadway at said cfossing to 8L feet, to reldcéte‘the TWO
flashing light signals to beyohd‘the curb lines'of-thé widened' |
crossing, to supplement said signals with crossing gates, to 1n tall
two additional Standard No. & flashing light signals, supplemented
by crossing gates, on center of street median islands, one on~each
side of crossing, and to provide advance warnmng s;gns double
clearance and railroad RXR pavement markings. |

The Citly of Los Angeles further states that a separétion
of grade at the railroad crossing of De Sote Avenue is not practzcable
at this time; that there are other crossings wmthzn Los Angeles
where public convenience and public safety warrant construction of
grace separations as early as funds for the payment of thé pu5lic
share thereof can be obtazned and that a d;vers;on of‘publzc funds
at this time for the construction of a grade separatlon at the
De Soto Avenue crossing would pos tpone the constrgctmon of more :

urgently required separations at other crossmngs.,.

1/ The width of the roadway is misstated in the application as
Yeing 31 feev.

2/ Assertedly, the improvement of the De Soto Avenue crossmng 1s
eligible for gasoline tax funds.
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The application states that the City of LosZAngéles-and |
the Southern Pacific‘Company are not in agreementfas‘td-the;apportién-
ment of the costs of wmdenlng and 1mprov:ng the De Soto Avenue grade‘
crossing. By subsequent correspondence (hereby made a part of the
record), however, both parties have 1n;ormed the Commzssmon of’thelr |
willingness to share equally the costs of the 1nstallatlon and |

maintenance of protection of the grade crossing.

Upon consideration of the application the‘Commission«finds

that: |

1. Public safety,convenlence and necessity requmre that the
De Soto Avenue crossing of the Southern Pacific Comﬁany's branch
line at Vicetory Boulevard (Crosszng No. BY-450.3) be‘w1dened and:
inproved in order to accommodate the increasing motor vehlcular B
traffic thereon. |

2. Public safety, convenience and necessity require that with
the widening and improvement of Crossing Ne. BY-ASO;3, thé.¢fossing‘
be protected by the signals, crossing gates and other warning °1gns
anc means which are specified by applicant in this matter.

3. The costs of the 1nutalla 1on and maintenance of‘the g*ade
crossing protection should be apportioned equally between the Cmty
of Los Angeles and the Southern Pacific Company.

The Commission concludes that this application‘Should be
granted subject to the terms and cenditions set forth_ithhe!fdlléwing,'

order. Public hearing thereon is not necessary.




IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of Los Angeles is authorized to widen énd'improvei
the De Soto Avenue crossing (Crossing No-. BY—LSO.B) oftracksiofthe
Southern Pacific Company in accordance with the plans set forth‘iﬁ
Application No. 50018. |

2. The width of the paved roadway at sald crossing shall be not-'
less than 84 fLeet, and the g“ades of'approach shall be not greater -
than three percent. Cons struction shall be equal or. superzor to
Standard No. 2 of General Order No. 72. There shal; be 1nstalled_at
the ¢rossing four Standara No. & flashing light_signals,(cenérai
Order No. 75-B). Two of these signals Shall be'blaé%d;at the‘edgev -
of the pavement and two shall be placed on median islands“ one on each
side of the crossing. Said signals shall be sup p;emented by auto-
matic crossing gates. Backlights may be omitted on the_s;gnals
placed oz the medians. There shall also be installed or provi&ed |
advance warning signs and double clearance and7railroad.RXRxﬁa#emént“-
markings. | | : -

3. The cost of installing the grade crossing protectigﬁ shalI =
be apportioned equally between the City of'Los Angeles and the' |
Southern Pacific Company. | |

L. The maintenance cost of the grade crdssiﬁg protecnionfshali
be apportzoned equally bvetween the City of Los Angeleo and the |

Southern Paczfzc Company, pursuant to the prov;szons of‘Sectzon 1202 2

of the Public Utilities Codle.

5. The Southern Pacific Company shall bear lOO-percént'cf the

costs of preparing track necessary within the'limits‘Of“theﬁwidened
crogsing, and any paving work within lines two feet outside of'outSidé

rails in the existing crossing.
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6. The City of Lés Angeles shali bear 100 percent of“all‘otﬁef
costs of widening the crossing and approaches. |

7. The Southern Pacific Company shall bear the cost of main-
tenance of the wﬁdened crossing within lines two feet outside of
outside rails and the City of Los Angeles shall bear the'maiﬁtenance-
cosvs ol the crossing and apprdaches outside og said"lines; |

8. Within thirty days after completioh.df the:wgrk hefein
authorized, the City of Los Ange1es and the-Southeranécific‘Company ,‘
shall each notify the Commission in—writing that said'wo:k\has,beeni
completed. - | _

9. All crossing protection specified in this order-shali'bé
fully installed, completed, and placed in operable condition before
the widened crossing is fully opened to the pﬁblic. ‘

10. The improvements and changes herein specified are ﬁo~be

completed within one yvear of the effective date of'this‘order~unless

time is extended.

The effective date of this order shall be tén‘days:after‘thef»‘
date hereof. - |

Dated at __San Pranciseg , California,‘this =§2é7?r
day of JULY o |

Commtssione . oy Lo

1R The ¢ltpositicn of tmen . PoXticipate
-5- | o
Commissioner A. W. Batov, being e
necessarily sbsent, did not participath
Tn the &{sposition of this proceeding.




