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Decision No. _~7..;;;4;;.;.7_4~4=--_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN~ 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
Southern Pacific Company for appor~ ) 
tionment of maintenance eosts of ) 
automatie proteetion at Gonzales ) 
Road, Crossing No. E-406.3, at or ) 
near City of Oxnard, Ventura County, ) 
California. 

--------------------------~) 
o PIN ION _ ...... ..,... ....... --

Applieation No. 50134 
(Filed April 2, 1968) 

The Southern Paeific Company (Railroad) requests an order 

from this Commission apportioning between it J the City of Oxo:ard 

(City), and the County of Ventura (County) the annual meintenenec 

costs of the automatic grade crossing proteetive deviees at its 

Gonzales Road erossing (Crossing No. E-406.3) in the County, ~t or 

near the City. 

On February 25, 1965, the Railroad, the City snd the 

County executed an agreement for the installation by the Railroad 

of automatic gr&de crossing protective devi~es at the Gonzales Road 

grade erossing. The agreement proviced that the cost of construe· 

tion and installation of the automatic grade erossing proteetion 

should be apportioned 50 percent to the Railroad, 25 percent to the 

City, and 25 percent to the County, and that: 

"After the installation of said signals has been 
completed Railroad shall maintain said signal$ 
so long as same may remain in placeo The cost 
of maintaining said cTossing signals and appu~­
tenances shall be apportioned beewcen the parties 
as may be prescribed by law or by agreement 0: 
the parties hereto. In the event th~re shall be 
no applicable law or ag!:"cement so apportion:i.r..g 
such costs by March 31:; J.965~ the pa:(t~2s will 
submit the apportionme:'lt of such m3.1nten2.T!C(~ 
expense to the decisior! of the P'",bl:I.c Utilities 
Commission of the State of Ca11fornia. Tt 
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The improved crossing protection was installed voluntarily 

by the parties (General Order No. 88). 

The application alleges that the signal installation wbich 

was the subject of the agreement was commenced on February 25, 1965; 

that the signal installation was completed and placed in service on 

December 2, 1965; that approximately 248 hours of work were perfo~ed 

prior to October 1, 1965; and that approximately 260 hours of work 

were performed on and after October 1, 1965. 

provides: 

Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code, added in 1965, 

"In apportioning the cost of maintenance of automatic 
grade crossing protection constructed or altered 
afte: October 1, 1965 under 3ection 1202, as between 
the railroad or street railroad corporations, and 
the public agencies affected, the CommiSSion shall 
div~de such maintenance cost in the same p~oportion 
as the cost of constructing such automatic grade 
crossing p:otection is divided • • • It 

By Decision No. 72226 dated March 28, 1967, the Com=ission 

apportioned maintenance costs on the same percentage basis as 

construction costs i~ two instances where part of the alteration of 

crossing protection was done prior to October 1, 1965 and the wo~k 

was completed after said date. 

The Ventura County counsel and the Oxnard City Attorney 

have advised the Commission in writing that they have no objection 

to the apportionment of maintenance costs on the s~e basis as the 

installation costs. 
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We find that: 

1. The division of construction costs of the crossing 

protective devices at the Gonzales Road crossing~ as set forth 

in the agreement of February 25, 1965, is reasonable and is hereby 

approved. 

2. The maintenance costs of the crossing protective devices 

at the Gonzales Road crossing should be apportioned 50 percent to 

the Southern Pacific Company, 2S percent to the City of Oxnard, and 

25 percent to the County of Ventura in accordance with Section 

1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 

'toTe conclude that the said maintenance costs should be 

apportioned as set forth in the order herein. 

A public hearing is not necessary. 

IT IS ORDERED that the cost of maintaining the automatic 

protectio~ specified in the agreement of February 25, 1965 between 

the Southern Pacific Company, the City of Oxnard, and the County 

of Ventura is apportioned on the basis of 25 percent to be paid by 

the County of Ventura, 25 percent to be paid by the City of Oxnard, 

and 50 percent to be paid by the Southern Pacific Company, said 

appo=tionment to be of all maintenance costs commencing on 

December 2, 1955. Said apportionme'r~t is roade pursuan:: to th~ 
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provisions of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code and 

~llows participation by the County of Ventura and the City of 

Oxnard in the fund established pursuant to Section 1231.1 of the 

Publie Utilities Code. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. -
/~ Dated at ___ ....;~;;..;;.;;;._F_i'r_Il.n_e_1S_eo __ , California, this _ ....... __ 

OCTOBER day 0 f ___ "",;;;",;",;,,;;,,=,.:.:.!. __ , 1 S 68. 


