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Decision No. 75033 

BEFORE 'tHE PUBLIC UTILr.cIES CO~r.cSSION OF THE STATE OF CAL!FORN!A 

Application of the State of C~lifornia) 
Department of Public Works for an ~ 
order ~uthorizi~ alteration of ~~O ) 
existing grade cr.ossings, Nos. 5-262.7) 
anc 5R-262.85, ~eross tracks of ) 
N~rthwestern Pacific Railroad Ccmp~ny ) 
in the community of Alton, Huoboldt ) 
County. ~ 

Application No. 50124 
(E'ilad April l~ 1968) 

Melvin R. nvl(mon, for appl~cant. 
Harold S. Lentz, for Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Company, protestant. 
Xenneth G. Soderlund, for the Commission staff. 

This application is prompted by a propoaal of State of 

California Department of ?ubli~ Works (Department) to improve a 

portion of State Route 36 in the community of Alton, Humboldt County, 

by widening and realigning it, both horizontnlly and vertically, at: 

two grade crossings of the North"i .... cstcrn Pacific Railroa.d (N'WP). Thc 

easterly of the two cro$sings (No. SR-262.85) is over ~he railro~d's 

Carlo~ta Branch, while the other crossing {No. 5-262.7) is over its 

m~in lin~. Th~ two crossings are approxima~ely 350 feet apart. 

The existing protection ~t the main ~ine cro3sing consists 

of two Standard No. S flashing light sign~ls; the branch line cross­

ing is pro~ccted by Stand~rd No. 1 crossbuck signs end by advance 

werning signs. Applic~nt alleges that upon completion of the 

widening and r2alignme~t of tae scbject crossings~ the ~y.isting 

protection will no: be sdequa~e for the saf.ety of the ~ailrv~d and 

the travelling public. Applicant, therefore, also propos~s that 
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s~id protection be improved by supplementing the fleshing light 

signals at the mQ.in line crossing with a.utomatic e~tes and by 

inst.:ll!ing two Standard No. S f'-~shing light signals with auto1'lUltic 

gates at the br~nch line crossing. 

Public hearings have been heJ.d before Examiner Bishop and 

the parties h.:lve been authorized to file concurrent opening and 
1/ 

reply briefs.- The record shows that the Dapartment and NWP are not 

in agreement as to the .:lpporticnmcnt of costs of maintaining the 

altered grade crossing protection at the two crossings. 

In the course ~f the hearings the D~partment and NWP 

stipulated that the issue to be decided by the Ccmmission, pursuant 

to the evidence adduced at the hoarings and subsequent .~rgument by 

brief~ should be confined to determination of the basis on which the 

costs of maintaining the improved crossing protectio~ are to be 

apportioned between the p8rti~s. They further stipula~ed chat, 

meanwhile, the work of widening and realigning the crossings and of 

constructing the ~proved crossing protection might go forward, 

subject 'co the issuance of a preliminary su::horizing order by the 

Commission, which o~der might also provide that the cost of 

constructing the improved crossing protection should be a.pportioned 

on the be,s i:; of 50 percent to the Depart':I1ent and 50 percent: to NWP. 

The stipulation thus agreed upon was further subjcc:: to the approval 

of plans by NWP. 

Therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The State of Califo~nia Department of ~blic works is 

authorized to realign and widen grade crossings Nos. 5-262.7 and 

1/ --------------------------------Opening briefs will be due thirty days after the last volume of 
transcript is filed. Reply briefs will be due twenty days there­
after, on which latter date the m<ltter will stand sub~itted. 
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5R-262.85 in the community of Alton, Humboldt County substantially 

as proposed in Exhibits A, Band C, attached to the application. 

2. Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company shall perform the 

relocation, alteration and installation of improved protection at 

said crossings as specified in said application. Such improved 

protection at each crossing shall include ewo Standard No. 8 cross­

ing signals (General Order No. 75-B) augmented with automatic gate 

arms. 

3. Except as otherwise provided in ordering paragraphs 4 and 

5 hereof, construction and maintenance expense shall be borne in 

accordance with an agreement entered into between the parties 

rel~tive thereto, which agreement shall include plans approved by 

Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company. 

4. The costs of relocation, alteration, and installation of 

the crossing protection covered by ordering paragraph 2 hereof shall 

be apportioned 50 percent to 8pplieant ~nd 50 pereent to the railroad. 

5. The basis on which the cost of maintaining said improved 

crossing protection shall be apportioned between the parties will be 

the subject of a further order of the Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at ____ ..;s.;..3.n"-Fr_:t_n_cis.;;;.e;;.;;o~_, California, this ..3 /"--:d-
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o sSl.o~e 
Ccmmi~~101'1er ?otor E. Mitchell/ oing 
necossarily abcent, did n~t par 1c1pate 
in tho 41spos1t1on or th10 procGed1ng. 


