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Decision No. ___ 7:..;5::;.,5=...;:;4;.,;;;4=.-

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~~SION OF THE- ST~E OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
National Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Association, Inc." Agent" for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
mon carriers and express co~ora- ) 
tions, for authority to make ) 
various revisions in National Motor ) 
Freight Classification A-10. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
into the rates" rules, regulations" 
Charges, allowances and practices 
of all common carriers, highway 
carriers and city carriers relat
ing to the transportation of any 
and all commodities- between and 
within all points and pla.ces in 
the State of California (including" 
but not limited to, transportation 
for which rates are provided in 
Minimum Rate Tariff No.2) .. 

And Related Matters 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Applications Nos. 50942 
and 50957 

(F.iled March 10 and 
17, 1969) 

Case No. 5432 
(Petitions for Modification 

Nos.. 536 and S39) 
(Filed March 10 and 17, 

. 1969) 

cases Nos.. 5435, 5439, 5441,_ 
5603 ana. 7858 
(Petitions for Modification 
Nos. 119" 88:" 160, 66 and 

SO" respectively, and Nos .. 
120" 89, 161, 67 and 51,. 
respectively) 

(Filed MarCh lO and l7, 
1969) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Various common carriers engaged in intrastate tran~rta-

tion within california participate in National Motor Frei9ht Clas

sification A-10, hereinafter referred to as the Governing Classifi

cation" for class ratings and other prOVisions. ~so, certain 

Commission minimum rate tariffs are subject to the class ratings 

anQ/or other provi$~ns of suCh ~lassifieati~n_ 
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By Applications Nos. 50942 and 50957 .. National Motor 

Freight Traffic Association .. Icc ... Agent .. seeks authority .. on behalf 

of such common carriers, to publish specific revisions in the 

Governing Classification to become effective May 14 ano 15 .. 1969 .. 

respectively .. coneurrently with the national effeetive dates for 

such revisions .. l By the above petitions, California 'trucking. 

Association seeks to have the ratings and other provisiOns in the 

Governing Classification similarly revised to govern the minimum 

rates and rules in certain Commission min~ rate tariffs.2 Pe-

titioner requests that all common carriers De directed to establish 

in their respective tariffs suCh modifications as may be prescribed 

by the Commission's order in these proceedings .. including relief 

from the lons- and short-haul provisions of Section 460 of the Pub

lic Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner .. hereinafter referred to as appli

cants .. state that the Governing Classification is periodically re

vised to meet the changing- needs of commerce.. Applicants aver that 

the procedures available to shippers and carriers to initiate suCh 

revisions, to participate in their disposition and to protect their 

interests are generally known to the carriers and shippers. Appli

cants allege that the sought revisions ha.ve been authorized by the 

National Classification Board l after due process.. and are generally 

1 The changes I which are provided in Supplement 18 to the Governing 

2 

Classification.. are set foreh in EXhibit A and the related justi
fications are set forth in Exhibit B, both of which are attached 
to Application No. 50942 and the changes, which are provided in 
Supplement 19 to the Governins Classification.. are set forth in 
EXhibit A and the related justifications are set forth in Exhibit 
SI both of whiCh are attaChed to Application No. 50957. 

The tariffs are Minimum Rate Tariffs NOS. l-B,(East Bay Drayage), 
2 (General Commodities Statewide) .. 5 (Los Anseles ~rayage) .. 
9-B (San Diego Drayage) .. ll-A (Uncrated New Furniture Statewide) 
and 19 (San Francisco- Drayage) and Exception Ratings 1'ariff No.1 .. 
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scheduled to become effective May 14 and 15, 1969, for tariffs 

covering areas other than california and that such revisions, if 

authorized, would permit maintenance of unifor.mity of classification 

provisions between California and the rest of the nation. 

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicates that 

they pertain principally to (1) format of classification; (2) cor

rection of publishing errors and omissions; (3) clarification of 

existing descriptions of articles; (4) cancellation of obsolete 

provisions; and (5) establishment of specific rat~qs for newly 

designed or manufactured articles. Such changes are within the 

framework of ~e criteria heretofore announced ~ ehis Commission 

for establishing revisions in the Governing Classification on 

California intrastate traffic.3 

Applicants suggest, to protect the interests of all 

parties, that the effective date of any order issued berein should 

be thirty days aft~r the date of this decision. ~is would provide 

ample opportunity for any interested party to advise applicants and 

the Commission concerning Chose items which might require separate 

and further consideration without unduly delaying the effectiveness 

of the great body of classification changes whiCh, applicants assert, 

are necessary and desirable, and concexning which there is no 

question or dispute. 

COpies of the applications and petitions were mailed to 

various eha.m:bers of commerce, shipper organizations, carrier repre

sentatives ~d other interested parties on or about MarCh 10 and 17# 

1969. ~e applications and petitions were listed on the Commission's 

Daily Calendar of March 11 and lS, 1969. No objection to the 
-:------------.--------.~-.--_&_.-...-----------------

3 See Decision No. 68324 in case No. S432 r ~t al., 63 cal.P.u.C. 728, 
and Decision No. 68711 in Case No. 5432, ot al.# 64 Cal.P.U.C. 146. 
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granting of Application No. 50957 and case No. 5432 (Petition for 

Modification No. 53~,et al., has been received. 

By letters from its Manager of Transportation & Distri

bution Research dated March 21, 1969, Fibreboard Corporation (Fibre

board) has informed the Commission that it objects to the increase 

in the less-truckload classification rating on knocked down, corru

gated fibreboard boxes4 and the requirement that fibreboard boxes 

show their dimensions and cubaqe5 as proposed by applicants in 

Application No. 50942 and case No. 5432 (Petition for Modification 

No. 536), et al. Fibreboard states that the proposed increased 

rating is neither reasonable nor proper and that applicants have 

not shown such increase to be reasonable and proper on california 

intrastate traffic. Fibreboard further states that the proposed 

dimension and cubage requirement would place an unreasonable and 

unjustifiable burden on manufacturers and users of fibreboard 

boxes and that the proponent carriers have not shown a. need for, 

nor justified, such requirement. Fibreboard contends that it has 

been info:z:med that petitions will be filed with the Interstate 

Commerce Commission seeking suspension of the aforementioned rating 

and dimension and eubaqe requirement. Fibreboa.rd ~equests that 

authorization of the subject rating be deferred pending action 

thereon by the Interstate Commerce commission and, in the event 

that that organization approves such rating, that the matter be 

4 Item 29275-B -;f·~Suppl~~t-1S toth';-GOverning Classification 
provides for a less-truckload rating of Class 77~ for "Boxes, 
Fibreboard" paper" paperboard or pulpboard, NOI" without wooden 
frames" KD flat or folded flat, eorrugated.·· The current l~ss
truckload rating on this commodity is Class 65. 

5 Item (Rule) 222-C of the Governing Classification provides that 
fibreboard boxes manufactured on or after October 1, 1969" having 
fixed dimensions when set up or assembled" must show in inches 
the outside dimensions of the box" including all projecting 
portions, and the cubage in feet produced from such dimensions. 
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set for hearing by ehis Commission. Fibreboard also requests 

that consideration of the dimension and cubage requirement be 

witl'iheld until Item (Rule) 425 of the Governing Classification 

is authorized by this Commission •. 
6 

By letter from its Director, Transportation and Distribu

tion Department, california Manufacturers Association (CMA) info:med 

the Commission that a number of its members object to the proposed 

dimension and cUbage requirement. CMA states that handling this 

subject uncer shortened procedure is not justified and requests 

that the matter be set for hearing so that all interested parties 

will have an opportunity to :be heard .. 

In the circumstances, it appears l and the commission 

finds, that: 

1. Except as provided in Finding NO.. 4, the propose<1 

classification revisions set forth in Applications Nos. 50942 and 

50957 are reasonable and, to the extent that said rat:inqs and 

rules will result in increases, sueh increases are justified .. 

2. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will 

be authorized to establish, except to the extent that said ratings 

and rules are different from and are superseded by present exeep

tions contained in the respective min~um rate tariffs and the 

governing exception ratinss tariff, are suitable to govern ~e 

minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. Except as provided in Finding NO.4, the rates and 

char~es resulting from the application of the aforesaid ratings 

---~----- ------------_. - ---"'--'--'-'--
6 Item (~~le) 425 of the Governing Classification p=ovides that, ex-

cept where class ratings are specific;ally na.'Ued in said classifi
cation for commodities with stated densities, ratings of Class 
300, 250 and 150 apply to commodities that respectively have 
densi ties per cubic foot of less than 2 pounds, 2 pounds but less 
than 4 pounds and 4 pounds but less than 6 pounds.. By Decision 
No .. 75113 dated Oecember l3, 1968, in Application No. 50695 and 
Case No. 5432 (Petition for Modification No. 520) et al., th~ 
Commission denied authority to applicants to publish tn¢se 
provisions in ~e Governing Classification_ 
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and rules are, and for the future will be, the just, reasonable and 

nondiscriminato~ min~um rates for the transportation of property 

by highway carriers subject to the applicable minimum rate tariffs. 

4. The changes sought by applicants in connection with 

Item (Rule) 222-C and Item 2927S-B of Supplement 18 to the 

Governin~ Classification are not justified and should be denied. 

Based on the above findings, the Commission concludes 

that the proposed classification Changes set foreh in Applications 

Nos. 50942 and 50957 should be authorized, and that such ratings 

and rules should be adopted and approved, to the extent indicated 

in the ensuixlq order, to govern the minimum rates established by 

. the Commission. The Commission further concludes that the involved 

participating common carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight 

Classification A-10 should be authorized to depart from the pro

visions of Section 460 of the PUblic Utilities Code, to the extent 

neeessary to adjust lons- and short-haul departures now maintained 

under outstanding authorizations. The order which follows Should 

be made effective thirty" days after the date hereof and the 

earliest effective date of Supplements 18 and 19 to the Governing 

Classification should be May 14 and 15, 1969, res,pectively. 

Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 will be amended to eliminate an 

item number reference therein to a commodity description in the 

Governinq Classification. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering paragrapb 

10 hereof, National Motor Froight Traffic Association, Inc., Agent, 

on behalf of the l.Xlvolved conlIl'\on ca:::riers participatins in National 

Motor Freight Classification A-10, is authori7.od to ~st~liAh and 

publish the el~ssi£ie~ti9n xatin~s and rules sot fo~ in 
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Applications Nos .. 50942 and 50957, to become effective not earlier 

than May 14 and lS, 1969, respectively, on not less than five days' 

notiee to the Commission and to the pUblic. 

2.. Except as othexw-ise provided in Ordering paragraphs 

7 and 10 hereof, the classification =atings and rules authorized 

h~rein are approved and adopted as the just, reasonable and non

discr~inato~ ratings and rules to govern the min~um rates and 

rules promulgated by the Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. 

l-B, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A and 19. 

3. Exception Ratings Tariff No.1 (Appendix A to 

Decision No. 66195, as amended) is hereby further amended by in

eo~rating therein, to become effective May 14, 1969, Second 

Revised Page 27-Q attaChed hereto and by this reference made a 

part hereof. 

4. Tariff publications required to be made by common 

carriers in connection with Application No. 50942 as a result of 

Ordering Paragraphs 2 and 3 hereof and in connection with Appli

cation No. 50957 as a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof may be 

made effective not earlier than May 14 and 15, 1969, re~ctively, 

on not less than five days' notice to the Commission and to the 

public and such tariff publications shall be made effeetive not 

later than July 14 ~ 1969: and tal.%'if£ publica.tions which are author

ized but not required to, be made by common carriers as a result of 

Ordering Parasraph 2 hereof may be made effective not earlier than 

May 14 and 1S, 1969, in connection with Applications Nos. 50942 

and 50957, respectively, and may De made effective on not less than 

five days' notice to the Commission and to the public if filed not 

later than July 14, 1969. 
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5. The classification ratings ane rules authorized to 

be established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to be 

made applicable al::::o for the transportation of: 

(a.) Commodities for which minimum rates have 
not been established, or 

(b) Co~~oditics which are subject to higher 
rates th~, or more restrictive provisions 
than, the minimum rates or provisions 
o~erwise applicable. 

6. Any provisions currently ~intained in common carrior 

tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce ehargcs 

greater than, those contained in Mini."t1un'l Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2 .. 

5, 9-B, ll-A and 19 and Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 are 

au.thorized to be maintained in connection with the ratings 3lld rules 

authorized and directed to be established herein. 

7. Except as provided in Ordering Paragraph 6 hereof~ 

commcn carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and rules 

whiCh arc different from, and are superseded by, present exceptions 

contained in Exception Ra~in9s Tariff No. 1 and Minimum Rate ~ariffs 

Nos. l-B, 2, 5" 9-a, ll-A and 19. 

8. Common ca.rriers" in establishing and maintaini:ls the 

ratinqs and rules authorized he~einabove? are hereby ~u~~orizcd to 

depart from the provisions of Section 460 of the PUblic Utilitie5 

Code to tbe extent necessary to adjust long- ~~d $hort-haul 

~epartures now maint~ine& under outstandin; au~~orizations; such 

o11tstanainq aut."':.orizationz ;:.re hereby modified o:lly to the extent 

necessary to comply with this order: and sChedules containinq the 

ratings and rules published under this authority shall make refer.-

once to the prior orders authorizir.; !ong- and =hort-haul 

departures and to this order. 
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9. In all other respects, Decision No. 66195, as 

amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

10.. The provisions proposed to be published by applicants 

in Item (Rule) 222-C and Item 29275-3 of Supplement 18 to National 

Motor Freight classification A-10 are hereby denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. ~ 

Dated at· San Francisco, California, this J day 

of April, 1969. 
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SeconQ Revised PaQe ••••••• 27-Q 
CMcel:s 

ri~st Revised Poqe •••••••• 27-Q EXCEPTION RA.1'INGS '!ARI?F NO. 1 

I SECTION NO. 2-B-TRUCKLOAD CIASSZS JRA1'ING~ A.L"ID 'I~ 
i MIlm-roM 'WEIGRrS "w'HICH ABE ElCEPl' I01~ S ,!O '1':":: GC I No. 
I ARTIClES a.s d.escribed. i.~ the :t:ollowirlg item numbers ot 'the Governing 
1 

Clas~i£iea.tion, viz.: 

I Item TI. I '1'1 Mi.."lilmml " Item 'II. I 'XL l1inj mum I I ~rei,Q:ht ! I i Number RAtinp: NU!nber Ra.tin,Q: ltlei~ht 
! 

! 1714~0 35.1 40,000 176620 
171450 35.1 40,000 Sub 2 35.3 40,000 
17lS6O 35.2 36,000 176780 35.4 40,,000 
17l8OO 35.2 30,000 176eso 35.4 J.J:)"OOO 
172)70 35.3 40,000 l78040 

1172870 35 .. 1 36,000 Sub 1 35.1 36,000 
173130 35.1 30,000 178230 
173290 35.1 40,000 Sub 1 . 35.2 20,000 
173550 35.1 40,000 Sub 2 35.2 20,000 
173570 35 .. 1 36,,000 l79600 35.2 20,000 
173680 35.1 56,000 l79640 35.2 36,000 
173820 35.l 40,000 179740 35.1 ;0,000 
175';;70 35.4 40,,000 179980 

30,000 S1Jb 1 35.1 175375 Sub 2 ;'~.l i8'OOO Sub 1 35 .. 2 40,000 180000 3 .1 ,000 
Sub 2 35 .. 2 40,000 lSOO60 35.2 . 40,000 ~1l70 

175380 18O140 35.2 40,000 
Sub 1 35.4 30,000 180630 35.4 60,000 
Sub 2 35.4 40,000 lS0650 35.4 40,,000 

175390 35.4 40,000 180990 . 
, 

j.o 175400 35 .. 2 30,000 Sub 2 35.3 36,000 .. -' 
175420 35.2 50,000 lSlO10 
175440 35.1 30,qao Sub 3 35 .. 3 36,000 
175450 35.2 30,000 l$l4.6O 

. 
175460 35 .. 2 24,000 sUb 4 35.1 3b,000 
l75480 35.2 24,000 lB2360 35 .. 2 36,000 
l75510 35.2 36,000 . .lB2380 35.2 40,000 
** 1824.20 35 .. 2 36,000 
l76350 35.4 50,000 lS2480 35 .. 3 36,000 
l76370 l.$2620 35.3 36,000 

I 
Sub 3 35.3 50,000 l83040 

176';;90 35.3 50,000 Sub 2 35 .. 2 30,000 
l76400 35.2 50,000 183310 35.2 4/'J,000 

I 176520 
! 

35 .. 2 36,000 
I I 

....... ~ 
~ Chanqe ) Decision No. 75544 ** It~ No. 176020 eliminated ) 

" EFFECTIVE YAY 14, 1969 

Issued Oy the Public Utilities Co~osion of the State o! ~l1for.n1a, 
San Francisco, Ca.li!ornia. 

Correction No. 171 
j 
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