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Decision No. 75633 
-......;.. ....... -------

:BEFORE THE PUBLIC 'O'!n.ITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF' CALIFORNIA 

Application of PACIFIC GAS AND 
ELECTRIC COMPANY for waiver o~ 
obligation to complY with a 
provision of General Order 94-A~ 
Section 5(d) (1), and for a.uthority 
to comply with substitute provision. 

OPINION 

Applice.nt. r s Reguezt 

Application No. 50933 
(Filed Februar.y 3, 1969) 

By this applicat1on, f11ed February 3, 1969, Pacific Gas 

and Electric Company (App11cant) seeks authority to deviate fro~ the 

re~uirements of General Order No. 94-A, covering the lO-year 

inspection re~uirements o! its underground holders located in Fresno, 

San :Rafael and Yuba. C1 ty . The preVious lO-year inspection of these 

holders wa.s conducted 1n 1959 and the next lO-year inspection must 

'be completed in 1969. 

Said deviation will permit the required internal 1n$pection 

of: Applicant's three ga.s holders which a.re constructed of 30-inch and 

34-inch buried pipe by the use of ultrasoniC testing equipment in 

J.ieu of the visua.1 inspection required under the order. Under sa.id 

devia.tion" Applicant will expose the pipe of the holder selec·ted £or 

exam~ation at each end and in t~e middle to examine visually the 

'Cond1 tion of: the externa.l eoa.ting and surface of the pipe and. measure 

the wa.ll thickness at repreoentative locations tor internal corrosion 

interpretation. The conditions revealed Will, then determine w~ether 

or not a.dditional investiga.tion is required. 
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}-50933 

support tor Deviation 

The t!lird parD.sraph under ti'lC he~1ng "Addit1ona.l 

Inspections ff o!~ Section 5 (d) (1) or Genera.l Order No. 94-1., presently 

c:pecities as tolloW's: 

fr •••• Tne interior ot at least one container of holders 
constructed entirely or pipe end fitting shall be 
inspected by removing the end closures arlO entering 
the cO'lltainer •••• ff 

And as a s1).bst1tuteche~:·el"or, I~pplicant proposes to perZ'orm 

the required 1r~spect1ons in 1969 of its holders at Fresno~ San Rarael 

and Yuba 01 ty in con1'o:rmance '1,1 th the ;;:"ollo'l/ing: 

II • _ • _ IIi l1eu ot internal ll'lspeetion ot holders constructed 
entirely of pi~e and t1ttings~ at least one conta1ner 
believed most subj~et to internal corrosioA sl~11 ~e 
1nspec'l;etS 'by su1taole nondestructive test rl'~ethO(\s in at 
lc~st three locations in order that ex~~ation ror 
corro~lon can be made •••• \! 

S:tnce tbe a.eopt1on 0'17 Gcncra.l Order No. gJ.!.-.A in lS52, the 

nondestructi ve r.1c'cho(Ss or holder inspection have been developed in 

addition to pl'ly~ical entry for c;:ai"j.n3.tion oX interaal corrosion .. 

Ultrasonic lM~tal t~'),1el\:nes$gauge$ o.re available tolh1eh "'ill 1Ileasure 

plate thictmes$ ~lit:'l u~ost accuracy.. Inspection by 'U.ltrasonics is 

conducted on tbc outside pipe surface While the holder remains in 

service> and any physical disco~~cction or cuttinS of the holder tor 

physical entr,y or ~easur1ng the plate thickness is not required.. Also~ 

the ultrasonic testing procedure is preferred over the eU'i;tins: of' t!'le 

holder because 0-:: 1'~$ economy, its el!Jnina.t1on of extensive repair 

' .... eldine; and itc e1j.m1nation oJ-" hnz.:.r<3c involved 1n crtw/ling through 

relati-:ely c:-;lall pipes tor long c'i~.sta..""J.ce$ .. 

The Com:a1ss10n, by Resolution No .. G-133? date6 September 6, 

1966:1 e.uthorizcCl 8, z1milar deviation ::or th1s J.pplicant :i;'X'om General 

Order No _ 9L~-A to l'ermi'c the use ot th.5.s type o~ inspection in lieu 

of internal inspection ror hydrocaroon storage vessels. 
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FindinSl: and Conclusion 

The Commission finds that the proposed deviation will result 

in an acceptable alternative to the type of L~spection required under 

General Order No. 94-A and concludes that the applic~tion should be 

granted. Applicant is placed on notice~ however? that if the results 

of any test 1nd1cate the holder to be L~ a defective or hazardous 

condition, it shall be removed from service, repaired and tested in 

accordance with requirements of the USA Standard Code for Pressure 

Pip1ng 'before it is aga.1n placed 1n ser'V'iee. 

A copy of this decision will be transmitted to the 

Department of Transportation pursuant to the requirement of 

Section See) of the Natural Ga.s Pipeline Safety Act of 1968. 

Public notice has been given on the applica.tion, affording 

1nterested parties an opport~~ity for hearing; no requests for hearing 

have been received by the Commission. A public hear1ng is not 

necessary. 
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OWER 

IT IS OF.DERED the. t : 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company is authorized to carr.y out 

the inspection of underground ~torage holders located at Fresno? 

San Rafael and Yuba City ~~ accordance With the procedures set forth 

in its application tiled Februe~ 3> 1969. 

The effect1ve date of this order shall be s1xty days after 

the da.te hereof. !: 

"'1\""0\ Dated at ___ SU __ Fr'lm __ d8eO __ . ___ > Ca11fornia., this _d' __ 

day of MAY > 1969. -------

coiDIii1ssioners 
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