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.De:cision No. 79633 mﬂﬂﬁgw%t

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of PACIFIC GAS AND
ELECTRIC COMPANY for waiver of

obligation to comply with a
provision of General Order Sk-A, Application No. 50933

Section 5(d) (1), and for authority (Filed February 3, 1969)
to comply with substitute provision.

OPINION

Applicant’s Reguecst

By this application, filed February 3, 1969, Pacific Gas
and Electric Company (Applicant) seeks authority to deviate from the
requirements of General Order No. S4-A, covering the 10-year
Inspection requirements of its underground holders located in Fresno,
San Rafael and Yuba City. The previous 1l0-year Inspection of these
holders was conducted in 1959 and the next lO-year inspéction mast
be completed in 1969.

Said deviastion will permit the required internal inspection
of Applicant's three gas holders which are construcped‘of 30=-inch and
34-inch buried pipe by the use of ultrasonic testing equipment‘in
1leu of the visual inspection required under the order. Under said
deviation, Applicant will expose the pipe of the holder selected for
examinatio# at each end and in the niddle to examine visually the
condition of the external coating and surface of the pipe and measure
the wall thickness at reprecentative locetions for internal cor:osion
interpretation. The conditidns revealed will,fhen determine wnether
or not additional investigation is required.
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Support for Devietion

The third paragraph under tae heading "Additionoal
Inspections” of Seetion 5 (8) (1) of General Order No. 94-A, presently
cpecifies as rollows:

"....The interior of at least one container of holders

constructed entirely o pipe and fitting shall be

inspected by removing the end closures and entering
the container...."

And as a substitute therefor, rpplicent proposes to periorm
the required inspections in 1969 of its holders at fresno, San Rafacl
and Yuba City in conformance with tae Jfollowing:

oo . In 1llew o internal inspection of holders constructed

entirely of pipe and Littings, at least one conteiner

oelieved most subject to intermal corrosioa shall de
inspected by suitable nondestructive test methods in at
least taree locations in order that examinstlon for
corrosion can be madc...."

Since tne adeption of General QOrder No. 94-A in 1852, the
nondestructive methods of nolder inspcetion have deen developed in
addition to physical entry for crainination of Iinternal corrosion.
Ultrasonic wetal thiclmessgauges are available which will measure
plate thicimess with utnost accuracy. Inspection by ultrasonics‘is
conducted on the outside pipe surface while the holder remains in
sexrvice, and any prysical disconnection or cutting of tae nolder for
vhysical entry or acasuring fhc plate taicxness is not reguired. Also,
the ultrasonic testing procedure is'preferred over the cﬁtting o the
holder because o Ltz economy, its elimination of éxtensivc repalir
welding and its elimination ol hazards involved in erawling through
relatively ciiell pipes for long distances.

The Comaission, by Resolution No. G-1337 dated September &,
1966, authorized o similar deviation Zor this Applicaat irom General
Order No. Ol-A to mermit the use of this type of inspection in lieu

of intermal inspection for anydrocarvon storage vessels.
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?inding and Conclusgion

The Commission finds that the proposed deviation will result
in an acceptable alternative tovthe type of inspection required under
General Order No. S4-A and concludes that the application should be
granted. Applicant is placed on notice, however, that-if'the results
of any test indicate the holder to be in a defective‘or hazardous
condition, it shall be removed from service, repaired and tested in
accordance with requirements of the USA Standard Code for Pressure
Plping before 4t iz again placed in service.

‘ A copy of this decision will be transmitted o the
Department of Transportation pursuant to the requirement of
Section 3(e) of the Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of 1968.

Puplic notice has been given on the application, affording

interested parties an opportunity for hearing; no requests for hearing

have been recelved dy the Commission. A public hearing is not

necessary.




IT IS ORDERED that:

Pacific Gas and Electric Company is authorized to 'carry out
the inspection of underground storage holders located at Fresne,
San Rafael and Yuba City in accordance with the procedures set forth
in its application filed Februery 3, 1969. |

The effective date of this order shall be sixty days after
the date hereof.

A
Dated at San Franctseo , California, this 5"

day of MAY

Commissioners

. '; e .y DOLDG -
Cozmissioner J. P. Vukasin, Jr.,
neces;arily abment, did nnt perticipate
4n tho Alsposition of i3 proceoding.




