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Decision No. _....-::7-=5~7~8::;.;5::;...._ ORIGINAL 
: ' j 

BEFOP..E '!HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '!HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of 

SOTJ'tHWEST GAS CORPORATION 

for Authority to Increase 
Natural Gas Rates in, San 
Bernardino County, California. 

Application No. 50861 

(riled' Fe~ 6, ''1969) 
(AmecdedMSreh 28, 1969) 

. ...;~ ~ . 

OPINION AND ORDER 
-........ -... -...... ". 

Southwest Gas Corporation, by the amended filing j.n 
.. ",~ .. ",..~.. . 

. ,~.. t 

this matter (Phase I) seeks authority to offset the recently 

increased cost of gas amount~ to $32,576'41uhwrized by Decision 

.. - .-

No. 75460, dated March 18, 1969, in Application V 
No. 50779 of Pacific Cas and Electric Company_ Rate increases 

are requested for Southwest' 8 Barstow, Victorville .and :Sig ,::sear 
take Southern California Districts. 

By its original filing Southwest also seeks rate increases 

to offset the additional anticipated increased costs of gas" whie~ 

may result from a decision on Phase II in Applic4ticQ No. 507797 

s;upra. 

ktJ. engineering :r:epo:r:t, dated May 1, 1969, on a Commis­

sion staff tnvest1gation of th~ application has been filed. I~ 

is received as Exhibit No.1. Said exbibi~ shows that the rates 

of return for the Southern CAlif<>rQiA Diptt1ce,;,. which would 

result if the application were grsnt:ed" of 6.15 percent: for the 

fiseal Y(>Q.r P.nding September 30, 1968, and of 5.9' percent, as. 
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shown in the company' 8 monthly earnings s ta.te.ments for the calendar 

year 1968, l1rO and 'Would 'be well below t:he 7 perccxa:t: author:Lzed 

for this company in 1959,. the most recent general rate proceeding. 

Further,. Exhibit No. 1 states that any possible adjustment to the 

fiscal year ended September 30, 1968,. that might result from an 

independent staff estimate, to reflect average conditions, 'Would 

not affect the rate of return materially. Finally, Exhibit No.1 

states that the staff is satisfied that the earnings statement 

shown on page 1 of Chapter I of EXhibit D, attached to the appli­

cation, is a reasonable stnrmary of operating results for the , 

fiscal year ended September 30, 1968, and that the increase requested 

will provide earnings. iu this range for the future. 

!be staff recommended that the application be granted, 

and that the order be made effective immediately. 

!he Commission finds that the increases in rates requested 

in the amended application herein are just: .and reasonable end that 

present rates, insofar as they differ from the rates authorized 

hereinafter, are unjt:St and unreasonable, and that public hearing 

is not necessary. 

The Commission concludes that the amenoed application 

(Phase I) in this matter should be granted ancl that the effective 

date of the order which follows should be its daee. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1.. Southwest Gas Corpora.tion is authorized to file with 

this Commission~ on or after the ef£ective date of this order~ 

revised tariff seh~dules, with changes iu rates~ charges and 

condit1.ons~ .as set forth in Appendix A .a.1:taehed hereto.. Such 
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filing ,shall comply with General Order No. 96-~ !be effective 

date of the revised schedules sha.l.l be four days after the date 

of filing. T.be revised scbedules shall apply only eo service 

rendered on or after the effective date hereof. 

2. a.. In the event applicant places the authorized rate 

increases in effect, applicant's plan for determiaing refunds 

shall be consistent with the pertinene eariff provisions author­

ized herein; shall be submitted to the CotxImission prior to making 

any refunds; and specific Commission approval shall be obtained 

of the plan at that time. 

b.. If rates of Pacific Gas and Electric Company to appli­

cant are ordered reduced, applicant shall promptly file its 

proposed plan for rate reductions consistent with the pertinent 

tariff provisions authorized herein, for final determination 

and authorizaeion by this Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date 

hereof. 

Dated at &m Fra.:a~ • California, this /.IJt:;t 
day of JUNE , 1969. 
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~"'DIX A 
Page 1 ot 2 

Per Meter Per Month 
~eduJ.e No. G-1 Schedul.e No. G-2 

P.s.te A Rate H .Ra.teA Rate H 
First 2 therms or less 

October .. Ma.y, Inclusive 
June .. Se;ptembeX', Inclw;i ve 

Next 30 therms, per therm. 
Nex\; 72 't.herms, per them. 
Next 414 therms, per them 
Next 518 tllerms, per them. 
Next 2,073 therms, per them 
Next 7,256 therms, per tbem 
Next 41,464 tberms, per them 
Over 51,829 therms,. pe~ tberm 

First 
Next 
Over 

November-April, Inelusi"le 
lv'.a.y-Oetober) Inclu.s1 ve 

1,037 therms, per them 
3,110 therms, per therm 
4,147 therms, per them 

First 10,930 therms, per there 
Next 98 ,370 therm:, per therm 
Next 109,300 therms, ~r them 
Next'. :zr, 900 the~, per, therI:1 
OVer 546·,500 therms, ,er therm 

1.99 cu.. tt .. /hr. or les:; 
2.00-2.49 cu.tt./hr. 
2.50-2.99' cu. tt./hr. 
3.00-3·99' cu. it./hr. 
4.00-4.99 cu. tt./br. 
5.00-7.49'cu. n./hr. 

$2.752 $3.702 $3.002 $4.052 
2.752 .452 3:.002' , ·m 

.10141 .l2201 .1147'1 .l3801 
·09191 .10261 .10391 .11601 
.08421 .08991 ·09521, .10161 
.08041 .08m ·09091 .09301 
.07441 .O~ .000ll .08731 
.06741 .07291 .07621 .08241 
.06041 .06291 .06831, .O71ll 

.05571 .05801 .06301 .06561-

.0461l .04861 '.05251' .05461 

Schedule No. ,0-45' 

$0.06731 
.06251 
.0;77l 

S<:heduJ.e No. G-46" 

$0.07661' 
.07lll 
~0651l' 

Schedule No. G-50 Sehedule' No. ' G-51 

$0.05041 
.04861 
.04681 
.04401 
.04261 

$0.051ll' 
'.055l.l ' 
.05301, 
.04981. 
.0482l 

Pe%" In.mo Per Month', 
Schedule No. G-15 

$1.16, 
L42 
1·52 
1.1$ 
1·93-
2.55 
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The Prel1mill8.l'7{ Statements in 'the Tariff Schet!ules sha.ll include 

'the f'olloWitlg !'roVision: 

OFFSE'l' CHARGE AW REIA'XED REFUNDS 
AND EEDtI'CTIONS IN SAN BERNA.RDINO COON'l':! 

'I'he initial two blocl'..:,; or Schedules NOG.. G-l 80M G-2 include 1lJl 

ot'tset charge of O.2¢.. The si7. blocY..s of Schedule No. 0-15 include ot:f'ze't 

charge.:::, ~s,eet1vely, of' l¢, 2¢, 2¢, 3¢, 3¢, and. 5¢. In addition, the 

remaining blocl'~ 01' Schedules Nos. G-l a.nd. G-2, s.nd. a.ll bloekz or Schedules 

No~. G-45, G-46, G-50 end G-51 include an ot!'set charge of O.09'J4 per them .. 

The compa.ny Will refund to i~ c\J.Stome:rs any :ret'UJld (rel8.tiDg to 

the period. dur1Xlg whic:h the ott::;et c.barges 3.X'e in ettect) receiVed. '!'rom 

:?ac1t1c pursuant to ~ ord.er of the Co:n::d.csion. 

If the cost or gAS from Pacitic is reduced, the co~ Will reduce 

its oft::;et charges 'by tlJl amount eq1J8.l to ar.y' such :ra.te reduction .. 


