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Decision No. 75866 
--~~~~--------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIL.ITIES COMMISSIO~! OF TEE STATE OF C,?J.,IFORNIA 

In the ~~tter of the A?~lication of ) 
CRYSTAL FKLIS 1-TATE'R COi~A.'I\'!Y, .a. ) 
Califo~ia corporation, for a Ccrti:ic~te ) 
of Public Convenience and Necessity to ) 
Ac~uire the Willow Springs Ranch Mutual ) 
,.,.rat~r Company and to Opcra~c i-: as a ) 
Public Utility Wat~r System Approximately ) 
One-Half Ydle Nor~h of Soulcbyville, ~ 
Tuolumne County, Califo~-nia, ~d to 
Establish Rates for this New Serlice. 

--------------"--"------"--------.--) 

A?plication No. 50480 
(Filed August 14, 1968) 

William 'VTa.ltcrs, fc-r epplicant. 
RObert B .. B.:".tc!:, for Brentwood Park 'VJater Co., 

intere5ted ~~rty. 
John Gibbons :md Scm E.. winegar, for the 
--Commission sta£~. 

CPINI01'1 -------

Crystal Falls Water Company (hereinafter at times 

referred to as Crystal), presently operating a public utility water 

system near Soulsbyville, Tuolumne County, requests authority to 

acquire an adjacent water system owned and operated by the Willow 

Springs P~nch Mutual Water Company (hereinafter at times referred to 

as Willow). 

A public hearing W2S held before E~iner Daly on 

May 21, 19G5 at Sonorn. 

Crystal commenced operating in September lS68' ~d as 

of December 31, lS6S was serving 15 customers in a service area 

conSisting of 348 lots. 

v1illow is a mutually owned and operated water system 

having commenced operations in lSG6. The service area consists 

of 497 lots. There are 88 active customers who pay a flat rate of 

$3 'Per month. Owners of the unimt?roved lots pay a one dollar per 
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month service charge. All of the lots within the system have been 

sold. :'1ater is purchased from the Pacific Gas and Elec~:ric Company 

::rnd is delivered from the Soulsbyville Ditch.. It is piped to a 

lO,OOO-gallon redwood sedimentation taci<, from whence it is filtered 

and stored in a 50,COO-gallon redwood tank. 

The members of ~'1illow have approved the trans fer to 

Crystal assertedly because they desire to be relieved of the 

responsibilities of operating and maintaining the existing system 

and because they prefer the service of a resu1ated public utility. 

T~e Willow system which was constructed at a cost of $160,704 will 

be donated to Crystal; however, improvements in the amount of $23,925 

will be made by Crystal to bring the system up to Commission 

requirements. Using the recorded items comprising Crystal's ~ate 

base plus the proposed $23,925 of ~lant improveu'1ent financed by 

equity capi~l attributable to the Willow syst~, it is estimated 

that the total rate base for Crystal would be $60,742. 

Although Crystal requested authori~J to apply both its 

flat and meter rates in the Willow area, it pr~o$es to meter ~ll 

~1.o.ter service in the r,Tillow a~ea in. confo:rmity with the transfer 

agreement. It appears reasonable that customers of ~r:i.llow be 

required to pay the same rates as presently pa.id by Crystal C\lStomers. 

After considc!:ration the Commission finds that public 

convenience and necessity require the granting of the application. 

ORDER .... --~--

IT IS ORDERED that: 

l. A certificate of public convenience and necessity ~s 

granted to Crystal Falls Water Company authorizing it to acquire ~~ 

operate the public utility water system of ~lillow Springs Ranch 

Mutual Hater Company located one-half mile north of S¢ulsbyville, 

Tuolumne County. 
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2. After the effective date of this order, applicant is 

authorized to make applicable its filed tariffs and to file a 

tariff service area map clearly indicating the boundaries of 

the certificated area. Such filing shall comply 'fIn.th General 

Order No. S6-A. The tariff schedules shall become effective in 

the Willow area on the fourth day after the date of filing which 

day shall be the day of acquisition. 

3.a. Exercise by applicant of the authority granted by 

Paragr~ph 2 of this order shall constitute acceptance by it of 

the right and obligation to furnish public utility water service 

within the area certificated herein.. The authority zranted herein 

sl~ll expire unless the designated tariff sheets arc filed Wi~1in 

one year after the effective date of this order .. 

b.. v7ithin ten days after service is first furnished to the 

pu~lic wder the authority granted herein, applicant shall file in 

~his proceeding 'fIlritten notice thereof. 

~ 4. Applicant shall r>repare and keep current the system map 

required by Paragraph I.10.a. of Gene~al Order No .. 103. Within 

180 days after the water system is placed in o~eration under the 

a.uthority granted herein, a.?plicant shall file with 'this Commission 

two copies of such map .. 

5. Applicant shall record in its books of account the utility 

plant acco~t balances of T;7illow Springs Ranch 11utual 1.yater Company 

as determined by the staff as of Decemoer 4 ~ 1 ssa 2S set forth in the 

tabulation eontained in Table No. 1 of the staff report, Exhibit 

No.1 .. 
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5.. For the yc.o.r l%S, a,plie.c.nt sb.8.11 apply a deprecUltion 

rate of 3 .. 0 ?ercent to the origin~l cost of the proposed improve

ments to the plant of ~'Jil1o't'1 S-ptings Ranch MutuD.1 Hater Company. 

Until :t:evi~l indicates othen1ise, applica:l.t shall continue to use 

ttj,is rate. Applicant shall review its de,:!:eciation retes .at 

intervals of five years andwhencve~ a major cl~e in depreciable 

plant occurs.. Arly revised depreciation rate shall be detcl."mined 

by: (1) subtre.cting the esti:na.ted future net salvage and 'the 

depreciation reserve from the original cost of the improvements 

to plant; (2) dividing the re~ult by the estim3ted remaining life 

of the improvements; .and (3) dividing the quotient by the original 

cos t: of sei~ improvements.. The results of each review shall 1~ 

submi~ted promptly to the Commission .. 

!he effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at _______ S3n ___ ~ ___ ~_._~~ ________ , California>: this 

day of ___ ~J_U.;;.LV_. ______ , 1~G9. 

I 11 '---I- /. -A". , r / './:,; 
I. ,.. • .,:.- .y 
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