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Decision No. 
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--------------------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COI:tn1ISSION OF TIlE STA'!E OF CALIPOR.1.1'IA 

Application of the Town of Corte ) 
V>.aCi.era" California, a municipal ) 
corporation, for an order auel1ori-
zing the alteration of existing ) 
Grade Crossing No. 5-11.4 where » 
Paradise Drive crosses the tracks 
of the Northwestern Pacific Ra11- ) 
road Company in the Town of Corte ) 
~~dera, County of Marin. ) 

ORDER 
~- .... -...-, 

Application No. 51039 
(Filed YJaY 21, 1969) 

The Town of Corte Madera is hereby authorized to widen the 

crossing of Paradise Drive at grade with a track of Northwestern 

Pacific Railroad Company, iGentifieQ as Crossing No. 5-11.4 in Corte 

y.,adera, YJa.rin County, as described anti. substa.ntially as cbown in the 

application. 'V1idth of crossing sball be not less than as sbown in 

the plans attached to the application ~~tb grades of approacb not 

great~r than one percent. Construction shnll be equal or superior to 

Standard No. 2 of General Order No. 72. 

The Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company presently main­

eains two Stanclard No. S flashing ligh~ signals at Grade Crossing 

No. 5-11.4, which were installed on Februa.:y 167 1962 when this rail 

line extended to Tiburon. Applicant states that a'banclO1llllent of a 

portion of the line ba$ reduced train operation to occasional 

switching service to one industry. The Town. of Corte Madera has 

proposed that the automatic protection is no longer requi%ed due to 

changed conditions. 

The rexnoval of automatic signals from a grade crossing 

previously protected by such signals c=eatcs ~ specifically new 

hazard in that the motoric.ts who oave long used the cros!;ing, being 

over 6,000 claily at the Peradise D4ive crossing, ~t individually 

mal(e allowance for the reduced protection. '!he record herein is 

- 1 -



A.S10SS DY e • 
insufficient upon which to determine applicant's additional issue of 

the permanent need for fl4saing light signal protection. It i~ 

observed that ~here is considerable ineustrial lnnd in the area and 

that N01:tmlestc:n P.:lcific Ra.ilroed hes othel: trac!<age in the crossing 

vicinity than that required for tlle se-.cvicing of one inc1ustr;. 

Further order7 after public bearing, woulcl be required for this issue. 

Authority herein granted is subject to protection being 

provided by b:O Standard No. Z flashing light signals (General 

Order 75-B) as follows: 

1. The westerly (eompass) crossing signal to be 
as n(XI: located supplementec1 by an .extra set 
of flasaing ligbts to provide for the San 
Clemente Drive approaeb. 

2. The easterly (compass) signal to be relocate~ to 
to the edge of proposed roadway and supple­
mented witl'l an cxtra set of flashing lights 
on cantilever arms. 

Construction ~ense of the crossing as well as installation 

and maintenance cost of the autOmatic signals sball be borne in 

a.ccordance wi tl'l an agreement to be entC".cecl into between the parties 

or, if they fail to agrcc 7 by furtber order of the Commission. 

Y~intenance cost of ~he crossing outside of lincc two feet outside of 

rails shall be borne by applicant. Northwe$tern Pacific Railroad 

Company sball bear maintenance cost of the cross inS between sucb li~ 

YJ.3.intenance cost of the signals as may be oO'l.'"ne by applicant sball be 

pursuant to the prOVisions of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities 

Code. 

Applieant bas completed an extensive new highway approach 

to the grade crossing and desires to open it to early U$¢. 

Consequently, in lieu of protection as bcrei~bove required and for a 

periocl not to exceed 120 days froo d1C ciate hereof, applicant may 
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widen the crossing and open it to vehicular traffic subject to the 

following protective provisions: 

1. Minimum of two Standard No. 1 crossing signs 
(General ~&der No. 75-B) reflectorized with 
reflex-reflective s~eet material. 

2. Issuance of appropriate railroad instructions 
as well as insealUltion of si~ on tl'lc rail­
road approaches to said grade crossing that 
advise railroad operating personnel of the 
following requirements: 

No train, engine, motor or car shall 
be operated over said crossing unless: 

a. Said train, engine, motor or 
car shall be first brought to 
a stop and traffic on the high­
way protected by a member of 
the train crew or other com­
petent railroae employee acting 
as a flagman. 

b. Sa.icl train> engine, motor or 
car is operated over the 
crOSSing between the hours of 
10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

!he widened portion of crossing shall not be opened to 

public use until the protection ordered herein is installed. 

Upon exercising authority granted bercin ancl prior to 

construction, applicant shall inform the Commission in writing as to 

whether it requests a public bearing on the issue of permanent 

protection. 

Within thir~l days after completion pursuant to this orcler, 

applicant sball so aclv.z.se the Commission in writing. This authori­

~tion shall expire if not cxercisec wi~~in ono year unlc$s time be 

extended, or if above condition:; are not complied with. Authorization 

may be revo~ed or modified if public convenience" necessity, or 
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safety so require. In consideration of the aforementioned request 

for early use of the coostnlcted road facility, the effective date 

o~ this order sball be the date hereof. 
1'ft.; 

Dated at __ ... SanoCillllW .... Fm~ ... n .. ci ..... c .. o'"-_~ California, this _____ _ 

day of __ ~JU:.;;.;:I.1..;;.;.y ____ ~ 1969 • 
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