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Decision No. 75992 an Iffi u ij] U OOIi L 
BEFORE ~ PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
National Motor Freight Traffic ) 
Association? Inc., Agent, for and ) 
on behalf of certain highway com- ) 
mon carriers and express corpora- ) 
tion.s? for authority to make ) 
various revisions in National Motor ) 
Freight Classification A-10. ) 

In the Matter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, rules, regulations, ) 
charges, allowances and practices. ) 
of all common carriers, hi9hway ) 
carriers and city carriers relat- ) 
ing to the transportation of any ) 
.anc3. all commodities between and ) 
within all points and places in ) 
the State of California (including', ) 
but not limited to, transportation ) 
for which rates are provided in ) 
Minimwn Rate Tariff No.2). ) 

Application No. 51249 
(Filed July 16, 1969) 

Case No. 5432 
(petition for MOdification 

No.. 5~9) 
(Filed July 16, 1969) 

And Related Matters ) Cases Nos. 5435, 5439, 5441, 
) 5603 ~nd 7858 
) (Petitions for Modification 
) Nos .. 129, 98, l71? 71 and 
) 601' rcspeetively) 
) (Filed ~uly l6, 1969) , 
) 
) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Various common carriers engagec3. in intrastate'tran~rta-

tion within california part~cipate in National Motor freight Clas- . 

sification A-10, hereinafter referred to as the Governing Classifi­

eation, for class ratings and other provisions. Also~ certain 

commission m;n~ rate tariffs are subject to the class ratings 

and/or other provisions of such classification. 

,.' 
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By Appl~cation No. 51249, National Motor Froight Traffic 

Association, Inc., Agent, seeks authority, on beh~lf of such common 

carriers, to publish specific revisions in the Governing Classifica­

tion to become effective September 11, 1969, conc~rcnt1y with the 
1 

national effective date for such revisions. By the above petitions, 

California Trucking Association seeks to have the ratings and other 

provisions in the Governing Classification s~ilarly revised to 

govern the min~um rates and rules in certain Commission minimum 
2 

rate tariffs. Petitioner requests that all common carriers be 

directed to establish in their respective tariffs such modifications 

as may be prescribed by the Co~~issionrs order in these proceedings, 

including relief from the long- and short-haul provisions of 

Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code. 

Applicant and petitioner, hereinafter referred to as 

applicants, state that the GoVerning Classification is periodically 

revised to meet the changing needs of commerce. Applicants aver 

that the procedures available to shippers and carriers to initiate 

such revisions, to participate in their disposition and to protect 

their interests are generally known to the carriers and Shippers. 

Applicants allege that the sought revisions have been authorized by 

'the National Classification Board, after due process, and ar~ genera~ 

1 

2 

The changes, which are provided in Supplement 25 to the 
Governing Classification, are set forth in Exh~it A and the 
relatod justifications are set forth in Exhibit S, both of 
which are attached to the application. 

The tariffs arc Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B (East Bay Drayage), 
2 (General Commodities Statewide), 5 (Los Angeles Drayage), 9-B 
(San Diego Drayage), ll-A (Uncratcd New Furniture Statewide) and 
19 (San Francisco Drayage) and Exception Ratings Tariff No.1. 
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1y scheau1ed to become effective september 11, 1969, for tariffs 

covering areas other than California and that such revisions, if 

authorized, would permit maintenance of uniformity cfclassification 

provisions between California and the rest of the nation. 

A review of applicants' proposed revisions indicates that 

they pertain principally to (l) format of classification; (2) cor­

rection of pUblishing errors and omissions; (3) clarification of 

existing descriptions of articles; (4) cancellation of obsolete 

provisions; and (5) establishment of specific ratinqs for newly 

designed or manufactured articles. Such changes are within the 

framewor~ of the criteria heretofore announced by this Commission 

for establishing revisions in the Governing Classification on 
3 

California intrastate traffic. 

Applicants suggest, to protect the interests of all 

parties, that the effective date of any order issued herein should 

be thirty days after the date of this decision. This would provide 

ample opportunity for any interested party to advise applicants and 

the Commission concerning those items which might require separate 

and further consideration without unduly delaying the effectiveness 

of the great body of classification changes which, applicants 

assert, are necessary and dosirable, and concerning which there is 

no question or dispute. 

Copies of the application and petitions were mailed to 

various chambers of commerce, shipper organizations, carrier 

representatives and other interested parties on or about July 16, 

1969. The application and petitions were listed on the 

Co~~ission's Daily Calendar of July 17, 1969. 

3 
See Decision No. 68324 in Case No. 5432, et a1., 63 Cal.P.U.C.728, 
and Decision No. 68711 in Case No. 5432, et al., 64 Cal.P.U.C.146. 
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In the circumstances, it appears, and the Commission 

finos, that: 

.. 

1. The proposed classification revisions set forth in 

Application No. 51249 are reasonable and~ to the extent that said 

ratings and rules will result in increases, such increases are 

justified. 

2. The proposed ratings and rules which applicant will 

be authorized to establish, except to the extent that said 

ratings and rules are different from and are superseded by present 

exceptions contained in the respective minimum rate tariffs and 

the governing exception ratings tariff, are suitable to govern 

the minimum rates established by the Commission. 

3. The rates anQ charges resulting from the application 

of the aforesaid ratings and rules are, and for the future will 

be, the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory minimum rates for 

the transportation of property by highway carriers sUbject to the 

applicable minimum rate tariffs .. 

Based on the above findings, the commission concludes 

that the proposed classification changes set forth in Application 

No. 51249 should be authorized, and that such ratings and rules 

should be adopted and approved, to the extent indicated in the 

ensuing order, to govern the minimum rates established by the 

Commission. The Commission further concludes that the involved 

participating common carriers in applicant's National Motor Freight 

Classification A-10 should be authorized to' depart from the pro­

visions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code, to the extent 

necessary to adjust long- and short-hMul Qepart~res now maintained 

under outstanding authorizations. The order which £ollows should 
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be made effective thirty days after the date hereof and the earlie~t 

effeetive ante of Supp~ement 25 to the Governing Classification 

should be September 11, 1969. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. National Motor Freight Traffic Assoeiation, Inc., 

Agent, on behalf of the involved common carriers part~cip~tin9 in 

National Motor Freight Classifieation A-10, is authorized to 

establish and pUblish the classification ratings and rules set 

forth in Application No. 51249 to become effective not earlier than 

September 11, 1969, on not less than five days' notiee to the 

Commission and to the pUblic. 

2. Except as otherwise provided in Ordering paragraph 6 

hereof, the classification ratings and rules authorized herein are 

appro~cd and adopted as the just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory 

ratings and rules to govern the minimum rates and rules promulgated 

by the Commission in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2, 5, 9-B, 

ll-A and 19. 

3. Tariff publieations required to be made by co~on 

carriers as a result of Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof may be made 

effective not earlier than September 11, 1969, on not less than 

five days' notice to the Commission anQ to the pUblic and such 

tariff publications shall be made effective not later than 

November 10, 1969: and tariff pUblications which are authorizea but 

not required to be made by common earriers as a rosult of Ordering 

Para;raph 2 hereof may be made effective not earlier than 

September 11, 1969, and may be made effective on not less than 

five days! notice to the Commission and to the pUblic if filee 

not later than November 10, 1969. 
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4. ~he classification ratings and rules authorized to 

be established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof are authorized to 

be made applicable also for the transportation of: 

(a) Commodities for which minimum 
rates have not been established, or 

(b) Commodi~ics whiCh are subject to 
higher rates th~n, or more restrictive 
provisions than, the minimum rates or 
provisions otherwise applicable, or 

(c) Commodities for which rates have bean 
established based upon Minimum Rate 
Tariffs Nos. 1-B, 2, 5, 9-B, ll-A and 19. 

S. Any provisions currently maintained in common c~rrier 

tariffs whiCh are more restrictive than, or which produce charges 

greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariffs Nos. l-B, 2, 

5, 9-8, ll-A and 19 and Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 arc 

authorized to be maintained in connection with the ratings ane 

rules authorized and directed to be established herein. 

6. Except as provided in Orderins Paragraph 5 hereof, 

common carriers are not authorized to publish ratings and rules 

which are 4ifferent from, and are supersedod by, present ~xeeptions 

contained in Exception Ratings Tariff No. 1 and Minimum Rate 

~ariffs Nos. l-B, 2, 5, 9-S~ ll-A and 19. 

7. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the 

ratings and rules authorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized 

to depart from the provisions of Soction 460 of the PUblic 

Utili~ies Code to the extent necessary to adjust long- and short­

haul departu:~s now maintained under outstanding authorizations~ 
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such outstanding a~thorizations are hereby modified only to the 

extent necessary to comply with this order: and schedules con~ain-

ing the rating$ and rules published under this authority shall 

make reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul 

departures and to this order. 

The effeetive date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this 
p~ .£ - 2.1' of 

August, 1969. 

1 

~.~ 
)I ~issioners 
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