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Decision No. 76208, 

:BEFORE mE ?TJBLIC UTILItIES COMMISSION OF THE S'I'A'IE· OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
WEstERN COMPRESS COMPANY, a corpora- ) 
tion, for an increase in rates. ) 

--------------------------~) 
OPINION 
~ ... -------

Application No. 51358 
(Filed September 12, 1969) 

'Vlestern Compress Company is a corporation engaged, as .3. 

public utility warehouseman, in the storage and handling of cotton 

at Fresno and Tulare. It seeks authority to increase rates and 

accessorial charges for storage, handling and compressing of 

cotton. > " 

The last rate increase authorized to applicant was granted 

by Decision No. 67~6l) dated August 4, 1964, in Application No. 46713. 

The application alleges that since that date applicant bas exper­

ienced substantial increases in operating costs, particularly in 

increased wa~e costs. 

The application states that pursuant to Senate Bill No. 

568, enacted by the Legislature and approved by the Governor on 

July 8, 1969, this Commission will no longer have jurisdiction over 

applicant's public utility warehouse operations for the storage of 

cotton in bales on and after November 10, 1969. Applicant requests 

that it be authorized to put in effect the increased rates and 

charges set forth in Exhibit A to the application for the shore 

period of time this COmmission will have jurisdiction over applicant's 

operations. The application seaee~ ~bAt t~e 1969 season for the 

storage of cotton will oegin Oetober 1, 1969. The applicant alleges 
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that it is desirable to have uniform storage and handling rates 

during an entire season; that applicant intends to establish the 

rates proposed herein on and after November 10, 1969; that applicant 

and its customers will be greatly inconvenieoced if d1ffexent rates 

are applied cluring a Single storage season; and that applicant 

urgently needs the relief requested herein. Applicant requests that 

it be author1ze<l to place the sought increased rates in effect on 

October 1, 1969. 

The Commission finds as follows: 

1. Applieaut's public utility warehouse operations in con­

nection witll cotton in bales will cease to be subject to regulation 

by this Commission on and after NOvember 10, 1969. 

2. Applicant intends to raise its races and <:barges on .loci after 

November 10, 1969 to the levels, sought herein. 

3. Applicant's customers appear to desire uniform season 

storage and handling rates for cotton in bales and have no objection 

to the increases sought. 

4. As a convenience to applicant and its customers applicant 

should be authorized to establish on October 1, 1969' the 1Dc:.eased 

rates which it intends to establish on November 10, 1969 and maintain 

thereafter. 

5. The, rate increases sought herein are justified. 

The COmm1 ssion ~oncl.ude.s the application should be 

granted. 
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ORDER - ...... ~- -
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Western Compress Company, a corpor~tion, is authorized 

to establish the increased rates and charges sought iu Application 

No. 51358. 

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made as a result of 

the order herein shall be filed not earlier than the effective date 

of this order and may be made effective not: earlier than two days 

after the effective date hereof on not less than ewo days' notice 

to the Commission and the public. 

The effective date of this order is September 28, 1969. 

D d Sa.zi 'I:\-.-... ;IlA.... 1 £ hi "'> ,. ate at ~;;~.......,...., , ca i ornia, t . s ~ ~tZ-

S~P-l ""I ' ...... .., 
.:1_y of _ l:.,~!C~ r".. 1~69 
~ __________ ~ ________ , 7 • 

Pres nt 

'Com1::::::1onexo W11113 Symons, :Jr •• bo1%1g: 
ncee::::::arily ~b:::e~t. ~id not ~~rtieipat6 
in tho d1spo:::1t1on o! th1::: procoeding. 
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