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Decision No. _ ... 7..".6,£1.2B~:.a.o9~_ 

BEFORE THE PtmLIC UTILITIES COMMISS!ON OF '!HE STA'1'E OF CA!'IFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of TEE ATCHISON ~ TOPEKA AND SANTA ) 
FE RAILWAY COMPANY, a corporation" ) 
for authority to dizconttnue ) 
agency service at their station ) 
at Sultana, County of 'Xulare, ) 
State of California. S 

Application No.. 51004 
(Filed April 14,. 1969) 

John 3. Seh~enti, for applicant. 
E .. R. Hicks, for 'Iransportation-Cotmm.mica

tions Employees Union; Fred Batki.n, 
for County of Tulare" protestants. 

Kenneth G. Soderlt:ll'ld, for the Commission 
sci'ili. 

OPINION 
....,-~ ............ -

This application was heard before E~m;ner Fr~ser at 

Sultana on July 17, 1969, on which date it was submitted. Copies 

of the application and tbe notice of hear fog were served ~ 

accordance with the Commission's procedural rules. 

Applicant requests authorization to discontinue it~ 

agency at Sultana, 'Iule.re CO\.U"l.ty, California. The applicant 

produced five witnesses who testified tbat the egency suffered a 

loss of $1,267.68 during 1968 and that it ccst $4,321.21 to 

operate the station; further, tbzt: the latter san would 'be saved 

annually if the station is closed. It was emphasized that there 

~re no passenger trains through Sultana since it is on a branch 

freight line .and that the maj or shippe= in the arca always deals 

dir~ctly with the F:esno office, 34.5 ~tles cway. The agency a~ 

Cutler is 6 miles ~w~y ~d Fresno has a toll free phone service 

in ~ office staffed by $ev~ people on a seven-day-a-week 'b3sis. 
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Sultana operates only six months (June 1 - NoveIXiber 30) of the yez.r 

on a five-day week. A repr~sentative of the Santa Fe Trail 

Tr~nsporeation Co. advised that Santa Fe also serves Sultana by 

truck, at least once a week. A transportation inspecto: testified 

that a survey was completed on July 11 and 14, 1969, at Sultenc; it 

showed the agent doing work at the station only 22 m1nutes on 

July 11 and for 20 minutes· on July 14. All other work performed 

during the two days surveyed could have been done. more efficiently 

tn the Fresno office. 

Only two protests were file<! and one. was withdra~. 

The. remaining protestant was the Transportetion-Communice~ions 

Employees Union. Applicant t $ witn~se$ testified that the Sultanz. 

agent would be employed elsewhere by applic~t, although the agent 

is ove.r 65 ~d has ~dvised he will retire in September, 1969. 

Af1:er bearing and consideration, the Commission f:L:c.ds 

th:.t public convenience and necessity no longer require 1:he main

tenance by The Atchison,. Topeka and Santa Fe Railw~y Comp.:my of 

an agency at Sultana and concludes that the applieati~ shoul~ be 

grantecl. 

ORDER 
--~-~ 

IT IS ORDERED that The Atchison, Topel'.a and Santa Fe. 

R.tilway Company is authorized. to discontinue its a;gency at Sw.tal:l.Z" 

Tulare Cotmty, subject to the follo'W1ng conditions: 

(a) The Atchison, topeka and. Santa Fe Railway 
Com"any shall tI:.a.inUtin said. station in ~ 
nonagcncy SUltus for the receipt or 
delivery of fr~ight in llny qu..:ntity, car
loads or less. 

(b) Withi:t one hundred twenty ~ys af~er the 
effective date hereof and not lzss than 
ten days prior to the disconttn~ee of 
the agency at Sultana, "!'be Atcilisou, 
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Topeka and Sant:a Fe Railway Company shall 
post a notice of such discontinuanee at 
the station and~ within one hundred ewenty 
days after the effective date hereof acd 
on not less than t:en days' notice to the 
Comm1s:oion and to the pub1ie~ applicant 
shall file in duplicate amendments to its 
tar1ffs showing the change ~utborized 
herein :l1'ld shall make referenee in such 
notice and tariffs to this decision as 
authority for the ch3nges. In no event 
shall the agent be removed ~ pursuant to 
the authority hereinabove granted~ earlier 
than the effective date of the tariff 
filings required hereunder. 

(c) Within thirey days after discontinuance 
of service as herein authorized~ applicant 
shall~ in writing, notify this Commission 
thereof and of compliance with the above 
conditions. 

'the effective date of this order shall be tweney days 

after the date hereof. 
Los Angeles f Dated at __________ , Cali oxn1a, this 

;;../~ OCTOBt::R 
day of , 1969. 

( 

., 

.' :>.-.~ ..... :.-:/ 
._....,... 04, /' 
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